IS THE WORLD READY FOR THE ANTICHRIST

Jesse M. Hendley

John 5:43

The Antichrist is the powerful, cruel, devil‑inspired world leader who will oppose God in the coming tribulation period. I don't know the answer to every question about the Antichrist, but I do want to share with you what God has given to me. I don't expect everyone to agree with everything I say, but I do say what I believe from my studies in the Word of God.

Is the Antichrist alive? Is he on earth today? I don't know, but I do know that the nations of the world are in a mess and are looking for a strong man to lead them. Without question, the world is ready to receive the Antichrist. We see the European nations coming together politically and economically, and now they are talking about a Euro‑corps, the creation of a European army. The 10‑nation military alliance may be formed very soon and the Antichrist may appear on the scene to destroy three of the original ten leaders, as prophesied. So the Antichrist could very well be alive right now.

Jesus said, "I have come in My Father's name, and you received Me not. One is coming in his own name, and him you will receive" (John 5:43). He was referring to the coming Antichrist. He must have said it with an aching heart, knowing that His own people Israel would reject Him. The world has rejected the Lord Jesus Christ. One time I spent a whole year in the gospel of John, and the truth that was so impressed on my heart was the world's rejection of the Son of God. As you read through John, you can feel the mounting opposition to Christ. We must remember that Christians have always been very few in number compared with the masses of unbelievers.

When Will Antichrist Arise?

The Antichrist is coming, and I want to give you sev​eral facts about him. In Daniel 7, we read of a vision God gave to Daniel. Four different animals, repre​senting four different world empires, came up out of the sea: a lion, a bear, a leopard, and then (v.7) a fourth beast, Rome. This fourth beast had 10 horns, representing 10 kings.

After the Ten‑Nation Alliance

In verse 8 we have the first indication that the Antichrist will arise after a 10‑nation military alliance of European and North African countries is formed. The old Roman Empire must first be revived. This is the reason I don't accept speculation about some prominent figure today being the Antichrist. Down through the years people have asked about various men in the news, "Do you think So‑and‑So is the Antichrist?" I always say no, he does not come into prominence until after this 10‑nation military alliance in the Mediterranean area is formed. He may indeed be living on earth today, but he will not be revealed until after the Rapture.

In verse 8, Daniel wrote, "I considered the horns." Those 10 horns are 10 countries in the revived old Roman Empire. "And behold, there came up among them another horn, a little one [this is the Antichrist] . . . before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots." This strong leader, the Antichrist, will arise and conquer 3 of the 10 nations. Daniel then gives a brief description of this

man: "Behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth speaking great things. "

Please turn now to verse 24. "The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise. And another shall arise after them. He shall be different from the first and shall subdue three kings."

Verse 25 describes his speech, his cruelty, and his power: "He shall speak great words against the Most High, and he shall wear out [persecute] the saints of the Most High, and think to change times and laws. And the saints shall be given into his hand for a time, and times, and the dividing of time [or half a time].” 

In Hebrew, a time represents one year. Times refers to two years. Half a time is half a year. That agrees with the three and a half years, the 1260 days, and the 42 months mentioned elsewhere in the Bible as the latter three and a half years of the tribu​lation period, called by our Lord Himself "the Great Tribulation." It will be earth's time of greatest agony. If it were not cut short by Christ's personal return, nobody would be left alive on the earth.

So from these Scriptures (Daniel 7:8,24,25) we have a description of the Antichrist and the time when he appears‑after the 10‑nation alliance is formed. I want to impress that upon your mind.

After the Rapture of the Church

In 2 Thessalonians 2:1‑7, we find proof that the Antichrist will not arise until after the church is caught up to meet the Lord. In Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians, he taught them about the Rap​ture‑--when Jesus descends from heaven and catch​es up His own to meet Him in the air (4:16). He had also told them about the tribulation period. And because they were going through great distress, they thought they might already be in the Tribulation.

To reassure them, Paul said, "Brethren, concern​ing the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gath​ering together to Him, we ask you not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, [evidently a counterfeit letter with a forged signature] as though the day of the Lord had come" (2 Thessalonians 2:1‑2). The King James Version translates this "the day of Christ." But the best, most ancient reading is "the day of the Lord," a phrase that always refers to the Tribulation, when God will pour out His wrath on an unbelieving world.

Be Not Deceived

Paul continued, "Let no one deceive you by any means" (v.3). All the way through the Word, God warns about deception. Know your Bible, friend. Take time to study it. There are so many voices in the world. You must take time to know God's voice in His Word so that you won't be deceived.

I was sitting at a table with friends, and someone commented, "But we can't study our Bibles as you do. You have all the time in the world to study your Bible." Well, to some degree that's true. But let me suggest that you try an experiment. Take one day and check up on what you do every hour. Divide every hour into quarter‑hours and log what you do in those quarter‑hours all through the day. You will realize, and you may be surprised, that you do have time for the study of your Bible.

After the Apostasy

Paul continued, "That day [the Day of the Lord] will not come except there come the falling away first. " The KJV translation, "a falling away," should be "the falling away." It is apostasia in Greek, meaning the apostasy, the walking away, the forsaking of God.

Sometime read through the book of Jeremiah. Time and again the Lord said to His people, "You have forsaken Me." That is apostasy. It is not the same as backsliding, slipping, or falling, in the life of a Christian. When a Christian fails, he regrets it, and in his heart he wants to come back into fellowship with God and walk in His will.

Apostasy is the deliberate, willful choice to walk away from God. It is the renunciation of His truth that was once known and professed. It is the willful turning away from God to go one's own way. The word is used of divorce. When a man and woman are divorced, they walk away from each other, totally, with finality.

There is coming a time of worldwide apostasy when people will deliberately, tragically, walk away from God. People who once seemingly embraced the truth will abandon it, turn their backs on it. The apostasy has already begun, but it will greatly intensify after the church is caught up to meet the Lord in the air. Paul said that the Day of the Lord and the Antichrist cannot come until after the apostasy.

Description of the Antichrist

Look again at verse 3. "That Day will not come except there come the falling away first, and that man of lawlessness be revealed." Some versions read, "the man of sin," but in the Greek it is literally "the man of lawlessness." This man will be lawless. He will tear up the laws of men and the laws of God! He will be a law unto himself.

He is also called "the son of perdition," a Hebrew expression which means "a lost soul." It is used twice in the New Testament. Jesus called Judas Iscariot the son of perdition, a lost soul. It is solemn to realize that one of the disciples who walked with Jesus went 

to hell. Jesus said that He lost him. The Bible tells us in Acts 1:25 that Judas went to his own place. And "son of perdition" is used here of the Antichrist. A lost soul, he will burn in hell.

"He opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he, as God, sits in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God" (v.4).

The Temple

The Bible says that the sacrifices will be restored in the temple during the first half of the 7‑year tribulation period. Then the Antichrist will stop that worship at the end of the first three and a half years.

In a recent trip to the Holy Land, I was greatly stirred to find the Jewish people saying, "We're looking for the Messiah to come and build the third temple." They are training priests and planning to reinstitute the Old Testament sacrifices. They are meticulously making the garments for the priests and the high priest to wear during their ministering, according to Old Testament specifications. We saw the golden goblet that will catch the blood of lambs and goats and other animals (the blood will be sprinkled around the altar). We saw the silver shovel they will use to pick up the ashes after the burnt offerings. We saw the trumpets, made for use in the temple worship.

How little the Jewish people realize that the temple they are planning to build will become the temple of the Antichrist!

The Rebuilding of the Temple Is Not God's Will

It is not God's will for the people of Israel to reinstitute the sacrifices. Let me tell you why. All the sacrifices of the Old Testament pointed to the once‑for‑all sacrifice of Jesus! And here they are, after Christ has made the all‑sufficient sacrifice, making plans to offer up the Old Testament sacrifices again.

When Jesus died, God Almighty Himself rent the temple veil from top to bottom, signifying, "The death of My Son is the perfect sacrifice for sin and opens the way for everyone to come into My presence." Before, it was only the high priest who went into the presence of God. Now we go into the presence of God through Christ and His death on the cross for our sins. Nobody has to go through a priest, for He Himself is our high priest.

That torn veil represented Christ's body, rent for us, killed for us. When Jesus died, the blood that He shed‑--not the blood of animals‑--took away our sins! And now, through Him, anyone in the world who believes can come directly into the presence of God without fear. Why? Because God accepted the perfect, substitutionary sacrifice of His Son as the once for‑all atonement for sin, effectual for everyone who will believe in Him. Our sins must be dealt with and forgiven before we can come into the presence of God.

The book of Hebrews was written to Jewish people who, when they became Christians, turned from the Old Testament sacrifices, ceremonies, and priesthood. They knew that those old sacrifices were only temporary, pointing to the sacrifice of Christ, the Son of God. Because of their Christian faith, those Jews were persecuted and were tempted to turn back from Jesus to Judaism, and the writer of Hebrews made it clear that they should never go back.

God solemnly warns against it. He says, "The just shall live by faith. If any man draw back [from faith in Jesus to Judaism], My soul shall have no pleasure in him" (Hebrews 10:38). I strongly urge you to read Hebrews, chapters 9 and 10.

So as Israel now prepares for the rebuilding of the temple and the reinstituting of the Old Testa​ment sacrifices, she is blatantly ignoring the perfect sacrifice of God's Son! Hear it again: "It is not possi​ble that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins" (v.4). The Old Testament priesthood with all its ceremonies was fulfilled in Christ!

When and how the temple will be rebuilt is unclear. It may be rebuilt before the Rapture. It may be rebuilt after the Rapture with the help of the Antichrist, for the Jews will make a covenant with him. He may have such power that he will overrule the Muslims and give the Jews the right to build their temple where the Islamic mosque is now. We do know that eventually their temple will become the Antichrist's temple.

Until AD 70, when it was destroyed, the temple was located in what was called the temple area. Today the temple area is under Israel's control. But there is also an Islamic mosque there, called the Dome of the Rock, situated on the very site of the original temple. To the Muslims, this is the second holiest place in the world, Mecca being the first. No Jew ever walks into their mosque. Only Muslims or tourists may enter. Every time I go to the Holy Land I see Israeli soldiers with their rifles slung over their shoulders, keeping the peace in that area.

The Antichrist, in a covenant of peace with the Jews, will permit the people of Israel to have their temple and sacrifices for the first three and a half years of the Tribulation. But then he will rip off his mask and reveal himself as the man of lawlessness, their enemy, and he will defiantly place his own image, called "the abomination of desolation," in their temple. He will show himself as God, claim to be God, and demand to be worshiped as God.

The true worship of God and Christ will not pre​vail on the earth. Instead, there will be a giant world church, which has its origin in hell. The world, hav​ing forsaken God, will instead worship the devil's man, the Antichrist.

In 2 Thessalonians 2:5, Paul continued, "Don't you remember that when I was with you I told you these things?" Paul had instructed the early church in prophecy. It is tragic that today in many churches people never hear a word of teaching on Bible prophecy. I heard about a preacher in a certain pul​pit who ridiculed other preachers for teaching what the Bible says and for explaining Bible prophecy. He said, "Preachers who talk about the second coming of Jesus and the end of the world are crazy." Well, somebody is wrong, and it is not we who faithfully preach the Word of God.

Evil Is Now Being Restrained

Paul reminded the Thessalonians that he had told them the Antichrist was coming. "And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time" (v.6). In God's plan there is a specific time when the Antichrist will be revealed. And Paul said, "The mystery of iniquity is already at work" (v.7).

Many people think the early church was perfect, and that it was only as the years went by that imper​fection came in. But if you read the New Testament epistles, you will find that in the early church the devil began immediately to corrupt, as people chose to listen to him instead of God. In Paul's day the mystery of iniquity was already working, iniquity which would eventually produce the Antichrist. Why God permits it is a mystery we cannot understand.

"Only He who now hinders [restrains] will do so until He is taken out of the way, and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming" (vv.7‑8). There we have the plain statement that there is a Hinderer holding back iniquity from coming to a head. As much as sin is rampant all over the earth‑and getting worse every day‑--there is still a Restrainer on earth, hindering iniquity from coming to its full development and producing the Antichrist.

The only One who can hinder sin is God. You and I can't hinder sin except as God works through us. This One who hinders cannot be anyone but the Holy Spirit who indwells Christians. If the church, composed of believers in Jesus Christ, were removed today, the world would be in total spiritual darkness. Jesus said, "I am the Light of the world" (John 8:12). He also said, "You [believers] are the light of the world" (Matthew 5:14). He commanded, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven" (v.16). Jesus also said, "You are the salt of the earth." We are to be salt, an influence against corruption.

So when the church is caught up to meet the Lord and the Holy Spirit is taken out of the way, the "lights will go out" and corruption will spread. This world will be covered with spiritual and moral darkness. Can you imagine how horrible that will be, when all restraint is removed and every human being will be allowed to do what he wants to do--‑to let loose the evil in his mind? It will be hell on earth.

Thank God, believers will be raptured to the Lord before the Tribulation takes place. That doesn't mean that the Holy Spirit will be taken completely from the earth. He will just get out of the way. I have examined this carefully elsewhere in the Bible. There will be people converted to Christ during the tribula-

tion period, and only the Holy Spirit can produce conversion. "Taken away" means that He will simply step out of the way and stop hindering the advance of sin. Because of this, the man of sin, the Antichrist, will be revealed, uncovered, unveiled, and received by the world.

The Death and Resurrection of the Antichrist

Many students of prophecy do not believe what I am about to say. This point of view about the Antichrist has been debated. But those who reject it have no other answer from the Scriptures. I believe that the Antichrist will be assassinated and will have an authentic, miraculous resurrection from the dead. That will be the reason a God‑rejecting, sophisticated society will accept him as God.

There is an intriguing prophecy in Revelation 17:9. I have heard only two teachers present this. One was William R. Newell, a profound student of the Bible. If you don't have Newell's books on Romans and the Revelation and Hebrews, you would do well to get them. Especially if you are a preacher and do not have Newell's classic book on Romans, I strongly suggest that you study it and take your people through it. You will have a revival in your church.

Another very valuable study source is the work of D. M. Panton, one of the most brilliant Bible teachers I have ever read. He published a small magazine packed full of the divine truths of Scripture. He was the first man I knew who presented the truth I am about to give you.

The Resurgence of Rome

In Revelation 17:9 the apostle John wrote, "Here is the mind which has wisdom. " He was saying, "Get this into your mind and you will be wise." "The seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits. " The woman is Rome.

Today, the Pope in Rome has enormous prestige, charisma, and appeal all over the world. Is Rome coming back to power? The Word of God says yes. In fact, a false church, headed up in Rome, will be in power when the Antichrist comes and will be in control over him for the first half of the tribulation period. There will be collaboration. When the Antichrist reaches the zenith of his power, he will turn on this false church and destroy it with fire (Revelation 17). Then Jesus will destroy the Antichrist.

Seven Emperors

Verse 9 speaks of seven heads being seven mountains on which the woman sits. This is a clear‑cut identification of Rome, the City of Seven Hills.

The passage continues, "There are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come. And when he comes, he must continue a short time. And the beast [the Antichrist] that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, . . . " Listen to this strange language: "and is out of the seven and is going to perdition [hell]" (vv.10‑11).

We are talking about Rome in past history. John was speaking about five emperors who had been assassinated (five had fallen). One is. At the time John was writing, the emperor was Domitian. One is not yet come, the one who would succeed Domitian. When he comes, he must continue a short time. So there are the seven emperors of Rome.

The Mysterious Eighth

"The beast that was, and is not, is himself also the eighth, and is out of the seven" (v.11). This beast, this ruler, the Antichrist, will come out of the Roman

Empire. I am not debating the question, but that is why he cannot be a Jew, as some believe.

So "the eighth" will come out of (from among) the seven. After the 10‑kingdom alliance is formed, the Antichrist will come, put down three, and become the emperor of the new, revived Roman Empire. He will be assassinated. His body will lie in state. Then out of the netherworld in the heart of the earth will

come up a spirit and enter into the body of this man, and he will stand alive on his feet. And because of this astounding resurrection, the whole world will worship him.

Out of all my reading, I've never found anyone

who could explain these words in Revelation 17. Whenever I see new books on the Revelation, I turn immediately to this passage to see what is said about it, and there is no answer. Many great students of prophecy take this position about the Antichrist. William R. Newell taught it. D. M. Panton believed it. I accept it because it fits, here and in the 13th chapter, which we will read in a moment.

I say again, I believe that after the Antichrist is assassinated he will rise again. The spirit of one of these emperors will enter the body of the Antichrist

and he will live. That is, after his spirit descends into hell [hades], this other spirit of one of the former emperors will rise and come into his dead body.

The early church believed that Nero Caesar would be raised from the dead to become the Antichrist. Nero was one of the vilest, most wicked men the world has ever known. He murdered his own mother. His spirit is in hell, undoubtedly.

Now don't go out and say that Jess Hendley said Nero Caesar will be the Antichrist. I have not said that, nor will I say it. I say only that the spirit of one of these seven emperors of Rome will come up into the body of the slain Antichrist, and that the Antichrist will be raised from the dead in an authen​tic resurrec- tion, then this unbelieving world will receive him as God.

Deception Allowed by God

God will permit the nations of earth to be deceived into believing that the Antichrist is God. Would God deceive the nations? Yes. When they continue to reject the loving sacrifice of His Son for our sins, it is written, "God will send them a strong delusion that they will believe the lie" (2 Thessalonians 2:11). Some people believe that God wouldn't do such a thing, but they don't know the God of the Bible.

Don't you manufacture God. Don't you tell God what He should be like and what He ought to do. Don't read into this God‑inspired Book something that isn't here. Don't take anything out of it, and don't put anything into it. Let it say what it says.

God does some things that are very strange to our eyes. Can God use an unsaved man? Yes. He has done it before, and He can do it again. God called an unsaved man "My servant" (Cyrus, king of Persia). God can use anyone He pleases. God can do anything He wants to do. He is God to me, and He ought to be God to every one of us. It is because unsaved people have their own ideas about God that they will accept the Antichrist.

The Antichrist will deceive people, not only because of his resurrection but because of his tremendous power and intelligence. He will be one of the most brilliant men the world has ever known. He will deceive the people into worshiping him as God, in rejection of Jesus Christ. That is why he is called the "Anti‑Christ." "Anti" means "against." He is against Jesus Christ. In the end-time, Christ and this

man of sin will engage in a climactic conflict. We already know who is going to win! "The Lord will destroy him with the brightness of His coming" (2 Thessalonians 2:8).

Satan Worshiped

In Revelation 13, beginning with verse 4, we read, And they worshiped the dragon [the devil] who gave power to the beast [the Antichrist]. And they wor​shiped the beast, saying, Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?" That is language that means, nobody. He will be a brilliant military strate​gist. God is going to give to the devil's man a power that He never allowed Alexander the Great to have, nor Napoleon, nor any of the other so‑called great generals of history. The Antichrist will indeed have world dominion, absolute domination.

"And there was given to him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies. " Notice, it was given to him. God is in control. God permits this. "And power was given to him to continue for forty‑two months" (v.5). That is, three and a half years.

"Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven" (v.6). Blasphemy means speaking against God.

"And it was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them." These are the tribula​tion saints, people who have been saved during the Tribulation. Thank God, we'll be in heaven with Jesus when hell breaks loose on this earth. "And power was given him over all kindreds and tongues and nations" (v.7). Over all! That is absolute domin​ion by the devil's man, for three and a half years.

Today there are still some preachers who are try​ing to "bring in the kingdom," "win the world for Christ," "clean up the world." Listen, this world is going to get worse and worse. Nowhere in the Bible do we read that it will be a converted world when Jesus comes.

"And all who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names are not written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" (v.8). But for the elect of God, everybody on earth would worship the Antichrist. "Brother Jess, do you believe in election?" Yes, I do. Election is a truth found in the Bible.

The False Prophet

Verse 11 says, "And I beheld another wild beast coming up out of the earth." This is the false prophet, who serves the Antichrist and propagates a false world religion. "He had two horns like a lamb, and he spoke like a dragon. And he exercises all the authority of the first wild beast [the Antichrist] in his presence, and causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed" (vv. ll‑12). The "deadly" wound means a wound that caused death, and "healing" means resurrection from the dead.

"He performs great miracles, so that he even makes fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men" (v.13). Miracles are coming, but they are out of hell, devil‑inspired. God says that miracles will come that will deceive, if possible, the very elect (Matthew 24:24).

Jesus prophesied this also in the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 7:22‑23 says that in the day of judgment men will come before Him and say, "Lord, Lord, have we not preached in Your name? And in Your name have cast out demons? And in Your name have done many wonderful works?" And Jesus will say to them, "I never knew you. Depart from Me, you who work iniquity." Can a man preach and do wonderful works and still be lost? Jesus said so. So why should we be surprised at these miracles in Revelation 13?

Sometimes I hear people on television talking about "miracles." We need to check it. Some miracles come out of hell, not designed to bring people to faith in Christ and salvation but designed to lead people astray, into believing that which is false, which leads to damnation. That is "the lie," which we will see in a moment in 2 Thessalonians.

Revelation 13:14 says of the false prophet, "And he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those miracles he had power to do in the sight of the beast. " There we have it again: People will be deceived by his power to perform miracles.

The Image in the Temple

The false prophet says to those who dwell on the earth "that they should make an image to the beast [the Antichrist], who had the wound by the sword and lived" (v.14). This is another reference to his resurrection from the dead.

The image of the Antichrist is "the abomination of desolation," which was spoken of by Daniel the prophet, meaning "the idol that destroys people." Jesus said that when it is placed in the restored temple in Jerusalem, the Jews are to run immediately, not wait for anything! For then shall come the Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:15‑22). The moment the image is placed in the temple, cruelty will begin such, as this world has never known. But three and a half years from that day, Jesus will come back to earth, and we'll come with Him!

Oh, what is ahead! Hollywood could never make a film like this. I heard an eminent Greek scholar (whom I respected greatly but who didn't know much about Bible prophecy) say, "You know, if the book of the Revelation could be dramatized, it would be the greatest drama the world has ever seen." I said under my breath, "It will be dramatized!"

Revelation 13:15 says that the false prophet "had power to give life to the image of the beast. " The word translated "life" is pneuma in Greek, and the original meaning is "breath," then "wind." In that order. The Hebrew word ruach means exactly the same thing. This image will actually have life and breath. It will not be a mere idol, nor a dummy, like in ventriloquism. Real life is miraculously given to that image. Hollywood puts out horror stories that are a hoax. But this image will not be a hoax. It will have real life, it will speak, and it will kill everybody who doesn't worship the Antichrist. People in that time will either accept Christ, which will mean martyrdom, or the Antichrist, which will mean banishment to hell.

"He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads, and that no one may buy or sell except one who has the mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name" (vv.16‑17). And the next verse tells us that his number is 666.

Computerization

One of the signs of the return of Christ is the worldwide movement today of assigning every individual a number. We have a card and a number. Our name doesn't mean anything if we don't have a number.

Have you ever stopped to think that prior to the computer age this prophecy couldn't have been fulfilled? There was no way years ago to control the pocketbook, the work, the personal records of every human being on earth.

I believe in Bible prophecy not just because of the many prophecies about Christ that were fulfilled in His time, but because of the things that are coming together now. And they all point to the coming of our blessed Lord, which I believe is very near.

People in the tribulation period will have the choice of accepting Christ or the Antichrist. If they accept Christ, many will suffer martyrdom. Martyrdom is all through the Revelation. If they receive the Anti-Christ, they are doomed for hell, for God will no longer have anything to do with people who choose the Antichrist.

In Revelation 14:9‑11, the language could not be more explicit. "If anyone worships the beast or his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation. And he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever, and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name. "

Language can't be more terrifying than that. Do we really believe what God has said in His Book? If so, we ought to be telling people everywhere about solemn warnings such as this.

What Is God Like?

Now let's go back to 2 Thessalonians 2:9‑12, a parallel passage, where we learn that to receive the mark of the Antichrist is to commit an unpardonable sin. The question is sometimes raised, "Why will God allow people to be deceived by this man rising from the dead? Why will He let people fall into the hands

of the devil's man, the Antichrist?" The answer is that they wouldn't have Him and His Christ.

Some people don't believe that God would do this. Let me repeat, don't make "God" from ideas in your own mind. That's what people do who make idols. Let Him be what He is. If you read this Bible carefully to find out what God is like, you may get a shock. He may be totally different from what you think He is. Let God speak for Himself.

A man called me on the telephone. He had been reading Psalm 37:13 about God laughing at the condemnation of the wicked. He said, "Brother Hendley, what does that mean?" He had been taught all his life that God is love, and that He is so good that He would never condemn, much less laugh at anyone's condemnation.

I have news for you, friend. I have just read to you that some people will be tormented in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb (Revelation 14:10). Think on that for a while, if you want to know what God is like. Does that mean Jesus will watch, without pity, the torment of those people who have received the mark of the Antichrist? Yes, it does. It does mean that, or language means nothing.

Some people have concocted a Christ who doesn't exist, a Jesus of their own making. They won't believe what the Bible says, so they invent in their own minds what they want Him to be. If you think God is sitting in heaven crying over souls in hell, you don't know God. He isn't crying. The most difficult thing I have ever had to do, as an honest student of the Bible, has been to reconcile the tremendous, outpoured love of God with the unyielding, unchanging holiness of God. But I have accepted both in my mind, because both are in the Bible. Both are true.

Truth or Deception

In 2 Thessalonians 2:9‑10, we read about the coming of the Antichrist. "Whose coming is according to the working of Satan." He will be the work of the devil. "With all power, signs, and lying wonders." These will be devil‑inspired miracles, designed to make people believe that the Antichrist is God, to their damnation. "With ail deceiuableness of unrighteousness [Satan will use every kind of evil to deceive] in them who are perishing." Why will the people be perishing? "Because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. "

As thinking, reasoning people, we can receive either the love of the truth or the love of lying. If we are people who love the truth, we will wind up believing the Bible and be on our face before Jesus Christ, claiming Him as our Savior and Lord. The Bible and Christ are the only two absolute truths: "Your Word is truth" (John 17:17). "1 am the truth," said Christ (John 14:6).

If people persist in rejecting God and His Son, God will give them over to "the lie" because they have deliberately chosen to worship "the lie" instead of Jesus Christ. The conflict is essentially over the matter of who Christ is. He is the Son of the living God. He is God the Son, one of the Trinity. Tragically, the majority of people on this earth do not accept Christ as God. And because they don't, they are open to all kinds of false teaching and will believe the lie. And having rejected Christ, the unbelieving world will eventually worship the Antichrist, who will claim that he is God.

So we read in verse 11, "For this cause God will send them a strong delusion." Notice, for this cause. God, deluding people? God, sending people a strong delusion? Yes! People can reject God and His Word until God will give them over to what they have chosen to believe. They will believe the lie that the Antichrist is God. When they see the world leader who arose from the dead (the Antichrist), they will say, "He is God."

They Will Believe the Lie

It has been nearly 2,000 years since the Lord Jesus Christ arose literally and bodily from the dead, and still most people don't believe it. If they did, they would believe that He is God. Oh, they celebrate Easter, but how many truly believe in the resurrected, living Christ? When the Antichrist rises from the dead, however, they will believe in him. You may think this is strong language, but you are learning about the God of the Bible, what He is really like.

They will believe the lie, "that they all may be condemned, who believed not the truth" (v.12). They would not believe God. They would not believe God's Son. So God will let them have their way and give them over to a strong delusion. They will believe in the devil's man, to their eternal damnation.

When will we ever learn that the supreme crime in this world is the rejection of Jesus Christ? For to reject Christ is to reject God. Jesus said, "All should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who honors not the Son honors not the Father who sent Him" (John 5:23). "I and My Father are One" (10:30). "He who has seen Me has seen the Father" (14:9).

God is the One who made us, who sustains us, who gives us everything we have. Yet people live and die without honoring Him and His Son. That is the crime of crimes for which God says the only worthy punishment is hell.

Second Thessalonians 2:12 continues, "They did not believe the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteous

ness. " There is the key! Why is it that people don't want the truth? Why is it that people don't want the Bible and Jesus? Because they take pleasure in unrighteousness. They'd rather have sin than Jesus. There is a true saying that goes like this: "This Book will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from this Book." It isn't comfortable to live in sin, adultery, drinking, drugs, cursing, dishonesty, and all these other things, and have God looking on.

You and I make our choice, which way we are going. Daniel, as a young man, purposed in his heart to go God's way. Everyone purposes in his heart. I purpose in my heart. You purpose in your heart. Tragically, many people purpose in their heart to turn away from God, Christ, and the Bible. It will not be well with them.

The Spirit of Antichrist Today

In I John 2:18, the apostle John wrote to believers, addressing them as "Little children." The Greek is one word, teknia. The word comes from tikto, "to bear." He was saying, "Little born ones, born of God." He saw them as being in the family of God.

"It is the last hour" Some versions read, "It is the last time," but the Greek word is correctly translated "hour." He didn't say that the last hour was coming, but that it had already come. This is not an hour of 60 minutes, but an hour on God's timeclock. I believe we are living in the last span of time, and we are in the last minutes of the last hour of that time now.

"You have heard that the Antichrist shall come."

The early church learned from the apostles about the Antichrist. Yet many people in our churches have never heard of the Antichrist.

"Even now many antichrists have come. " Plural. Remember, anti‑Christ means against Christ. John was saying, "The big one who is against Christ is coming, but right now in this generation there are many antichrists, many who are against Christ." People were taking sides back then. And all over the world today people are taking sides‑--for Christ or against Christ. Everyone who rejects Jesus is anti-​Christ in spirit. But the time is still ahead when the big one will come.

"They went out from us." These were people who had originally joined the group of believers but they left, being anti‑Christ. "They were not of us. Had they been of us, they would have continued with us" (v.19).

To Deny the Son Is To Deny the Father

John said in verse 22, "Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist [against Christ] who denies the Father and the Son." They say no to the Father and the Son. Notice, the Father and the Son go together. There are people all over the world who believe that just because they are religious they are going to heaven. Followers of reli​gions such as Confucianism, Buddhism, Islam, and others think that because they worship "God" they will go to heaven. But Jesus said in John 14:6, "No one comes to the Father but through Me. "

And John said plainly here in verse 22, "Whoever denies the Son, the same does not have the Father" That is, you must accept the Father and the Son together. Whoever does not is anti‑Christ.

If John were here today, he would say that there are far more antichrists on earth now than in his day. Millions of people are against Christ, for not to be for Him is to be against Him. "He that is not with Me," said Christ, "is against Me" (Matthew 12:30).

When people first hear about Jesus and realize they are sinners, when they hear that Christ loved

them and died for them, when they know that God in heaven requires them to believe in Jesus for their salvation, but then deliberately and willfully reject Him, they become anti‑Christ. Oh, they may not say it in words, but they say it by their refusal. And with God, actions speak louder than words.

The Sin God Cannot Forgive

If you are rejecting Christ, you are on your way to committing the unpardonable sin. For if you persist and never receive Him, you will commit that sin.

Hear these words of the Lord: "Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out My hand and no man regarded, but you have set at nought all My counsel and would have none of My reproof, I will also laugh at your calamity. I will mock when your fear comes, when your fear comes as a desolation, and your destruction comes as a whirlwind, when distress and anguish shall come upon you. Then shall they call upon Me, but I will not answer. They shall seek Me early, but they shall not find Me. For they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord" (Proverbs 1:24‑29).

In the gospel of John, chapter 12, we read of people who did not believe in Christ. Verse 37 says, "Though He had done so many miracles in their pres​ence, yet they believed not on Him." John said (notice this), "They could not believe" (v.39). They had destroyed their faith faculty. They had destroyed their ability to believe. Every person is born into this world with the capability of believing. But what you don't use, you lose. And a person can keep on rejecting Christ until he cannot accept Him. Jesus said to certain people of His day, "You shall seek Me but shall not find Me, and you shall die in your sin" (John 8:21).

For or Against Christ?

People are either anti‑Christ or pro‑Christ. That is the most serious thing going on in the world today. It is the conflict of the ages. I want to be among those who have Christ and are for Christ.

Some years ago I received a scrawled note from a woman in Atlanta who had heard our broadcast. All she said was, "I want to be born again." Her heart was turned toward God. She wanted Christ. She wanted to be saved. We couldn't follow up this woman's letter, for she gave no address, no full name. But you can be sure that we told her on our broadcast how to be saved, for every program tells people how to be saved--‑by placing their faith in Jesus Christ as personal Savior and Lord.

I prayed especially for this woman many times. I trusted God for her salvation, and I believe that she found the Lord. Knowing God, being saved, was the most important thing in her life. That's all that mattered. She was taking sides, and she wanted to be on God's side. She was for Christ.

We are for Christ! We have chosen Him. We have said yes to Jesus and no to the world, the flesh, and the devil. We are fighting the fight of faith. We are trying to be good soldiers of the cross. We are trying to hold high the banner of our blessed Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father. And what a privilege it is to be engaged in the great conflict today! All that matters is to know that we are saved and to help others to be saved.

Assurance of Salvation

Do you know that you are saved? What a comfort it is to have that assurance! I know that I am saved because of three important truths:

1. The cross of Jesus Christ. By faith I have been

to the cross. The cross tells me that God loves me, that Christ loves me, and that my sins were totally paid for by the shedding of His blood on the cross (1 Peter 1:18‑21) .

2. The Word of God. I am trusting God's promise of salvation, which is by grace, through faith in Jesus (Ephesians 2:8‑9; John 3:16; 5:24). If God didn't save me and bring me to heaven, He would be untrue to the blood of His Son and unfaithful to His Word, and there is no way God can do either, for God cannot lie (Titus 1:2).

3. The witness of the Spirit within. Galatians 4:6 says, "Because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into your heart crying, `Abba, Father."' That means that when you really believe and are truly saved, God's own Spirit comes into your heart and life and gives you a sense of sonship. God's Spirit bears witness with your spirit that you are His child (Romans 8:16) .

Some people seemingly never experience that assurance. If you are like that, don't rest until you have it. Put your trust in the Word of God, because if you are depending on the word of others for your assurance--‑and they can't be with you when you die--‑you'll be in trouble. I think it's tragic to depend on some other person to tell us we are saved. God wants to tell us Himself! And He does, in His Word.

Have you personally believed His promise of salvation? God said if you believe in His Son as Savior and Lord, you will be saved. Entrust your soul to Him. He will guard what you have committed to Him (2 Timothy 1:12).

Memorize the salvation promises of God, such as John 1:12; 3:16; 5:24; Romans 10:9‑10,13. Then meditate on them in your heart, and rest on them alone for the assurance that you are saved. When you come to die, no one but the Spirit of God in your own heart, bringing to your mind the promises of God, can give you the assurance in that hour that you are a child of God. Oh, how God loves us, to have given us His unfailing promise!

When I kneel in prayer, I don't come to God with fear and trembling and address Him as "My Judge." I come with confidence as a child of God and say, "My Father" (Hebrews 4:16). We have the witness of the cross, the witness of the Word, and the witness of the Spirit. When we have these, we "have it made."

If you are not sure you are saved, God and Christ and the Spirit can be yours today if you will come by faith just as you are, a sinner, to Jesus Christ. Tell Him you trust Him and receive Him into your heart as your Savior and Lord. When you do, He will come in. You will have a love for His Word. You will grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ. He will enable you to live daily for Him. Receive Him right now.

If you belong to Christ, you will not have to go through the Tribulation and suffer under the domi​nation of the Antichrist. You will be safe with Jesus Himself and the Father in heaven.
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