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If you have your Bibles, turn with me to the Book of Habakkuk, please. Habakkuk is in the Old Testament, a very important book today!

The other day a Jewish rabbi rais​ed this question, and he answered it partially. I want to answer it from Habakkuk today. "Do Russia's scientific gains under communism mean that America's faith in God is outmoded?" This was the question raised by the Jewish rabbi before his congregation. "Is God using Russia to try to bring us to our knees?" Here is what he said:

"It was certainly untenable for the Hebrew prophets of twenty-seven cen​turies ago. They read ANOTHER mean​ing into the struggle between the na​tions to destroy one another and into the conquest of cruel empires over more civilized people. The prophets be​lieved that nothing happens in human events except as a part of God's will, and for a moral purpose. If the proph​ets were alive today, they would say that Russia, as defiant of God as she may be, is at the same time an instru​ment of God in His Divine Economy and is a warning to us that we are not what we ought to be spiritually."

Well, the whole Bible bears that out, does it not? God promised Israel, "As long as you obey Me I will give you peace from all your enemies round a​bout you. But when you disobey Me I will bring against you your enemies. And if you continue, they will take you captive into their lands." That is the record of the Old Testament. That is where the Jewish rabbi got his ap​proach to this modern problem. Russia is godless; can God use a godless nation to destroy, or to break down, or to bring to repentance, or whip, a nation that does have some godliness in it? Well, let's see what HABAKKUK has to say!

The word "Habakkuk" means literal​ly "embrace, or ardent embrace." As we read this little book in the Old Testament, we find this man Habakkuk a man of God. How wonderful it is in dark days to find MEN OF GOD! Men who really love God and serve God. We don't know much about Habakkuk. There is very little known of him. He probably spoke during the reign of Jehoakim. But Habakkuk addressed himself not to the people (as some of the other men did---Amos and some of the other prophets) but he addressed himself to the LORD. He was question​ing the justice of God, and even the Reality of the Divine Providence! People are doing that today. Is God JUST in letting Russia get ahead of us in weapons of destruction and scare the very daylights out of us, regarding a terrible war? Does "Divine Provid​ence" mean anything? Does God still look after His people? Is God still on the Throne? These are questions that we have today, and friends, they are important ones. Let me remind you that Habakkuk was worried about the SINS of the people! They were not getting enough PUNISHMENT, he said. He said he didn't like the way God was running the world!

God replied, "I am bringing up some​one who WILL punish Israel - the Chaldeans."

Then Habakkuk answered, "Why will You let such a fierce nation, a cruel and heathen nation, defeat Your Own people? A nation that knows nothing about You!"

God said, "I want you to see My dealings in the past."

So God brings out in this book, show​ing step by step how He BLESSES His people---even with an ENEMY nation. When Habakkuk saw that GOD was able to handle the whole situation, he quieted down and spoke of FAITH IN THE LORD as being the only way out for the people of God. That is what we have here. If we could para​phrase this message of Habakkuk to​day, it would be something like this. "Lord, why do you let all this come on us, bringing AN ENEMY against us?" But Habakkuk learns that God can handle this world through the worst kind of storm---and IS doing so; and that God never stifles the sincere questioner who is a man of FAITH.

Now this great book starts off (chapter one) with a "BURDEN which Habakkuk the prophet did see," and he cries out to the Lord, "O Lord, how long shall I cry and Thou wilt not hear? I cried out unto Thee of violence, and Thou wilt not save! Why dost Thou show me INIQUITY?" SIN was going on in Israel. All he saw was INIQUITY, no revival, just "spoiling and violence and strife and contention." He says in verse 4, "Therfore the Lord has slack​ed. Judgment doth never go forth! The wicked compasseth about the righteous, and wrong judgment proceedeth!" I've been crying to You for REVIVAL, and all I see is SIN, getting worse and worse!

Then God spoke to him, as He will speak to every devout man. God said, "Habakkuk, behold ye among the na​tions." Look around about you! "Re​gard and wonder marvelously, for I will work a work in your days which ye will not believe though it be told you!" I am DOING something; I am NOT asleep, I am WORKING. "For lo, I raise up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, which shall march through the breadth of the Land to possess the dwelling places that are not theirs. They are terrible and dreadful. Their horses are swifter than the leopard, fiercer than the evening wolves. Their horsemen shall spread themselves. They shall fly as the eagle! They shall come all for violence! They shall scoff at kings, and princes shall be a scorn un​to them." And He goes on to tell what this bitter and hasty nation is going to do to the nations of the earth, and to Israel, too. GOD HAS TO PUNISH HIS PEOPLE WHEN THEY GET AWAY FROM HIM, and He will use a totally UNGODLY NATION to do it!

Friends, that Jewish rabbi, studying his Old Testament Scriptures, is EX​ACTLY RIGHT. God IS USING Russia as an instrument today to call the na​tions to REPENTANCE. And if we DO NOT repent, we are going to see Russia as a bitter, hasty nation walking through the breadth of the earth, with flaming fire, as sure as we are living and breathing, for God never changes His methods.

God is looking for morality. God is looking for worship.

Then Habakkuk cries out, "Art Thou not from Everlasting, O Lord my God, my Holy One? We shall not die," not the people of GOD! "O Lord, Thou hast ordained them for JUDGMENT (those Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation). O mighty God, Thou hast established them for correction. Thou art of purer eyes than to behold EVIL and canst not look on iniquity." Lord, I see now. I see now what You are do​ing! Your Pure Eyes saw SIN in Israel, and SIN throughout the world, and You have raised up this bitter and hasty nation, the Chaldeans, ungodly and heathen and who don't even know You or care anything about You, to use them as a WHIP to drive us back to REPENTANCE! Those of us in Israel who LOVE YOU, WE shall not die. For Your object is not the destruc​tion of the people of the earth, but PURIFYING and CORRECTING. That's what You are trying to do.

My beloved friends, that is exactly what God is trying to do today with Russia and with our own nation and the nations of earth. God has permitted Russia to come! SHE couldn't do it; GOD HAS GIVEN her this authority. The Book of Daniel reveals that God puts up one nation and puts down another. God raises up one prince and puts down another. We have the record of Nebuchadnezzar, when he grew proud and said, "Look, I've done all these wonderful things!" God took his mind away from him, and he went out and ATE GRASS like a beast of the field until God Almighty RESTORED his mind and put him back on the throne. He said, "I just wanted to teach you that I am still GOD."

Well, that is what God is trying to teach America, and the sooner we learn the lesson the sooner the pressure will be off. Don't look to the United Nations. Don't look to the scientific brains developing the latest weapons of destruction and satellites and in​tercontinental ballistic missles and all these other weapons of destruction, but LOOK TO REVIVAL!

Then Habakkuk said, "I will stand upon my watchtower and watch to see what He will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved." So he got up on his watchtower and wait​ed for God to speak.

Now listen, God did not reprove Habakkuk for being an honest inquirer.

God doesn't reprove Habakkuk for his doubts, when he LOVES Him! Not at all. God said, "I'll SPEAK to you." Habakkuk said, "I'm going to LISTEN for what God will say unto me. I'll just wait on Him till He Tells me what it's all about."

Here is what God SAID. Verse 4 of chapter 2: There are two classes of people in this world, God said. "Behold his soul which is LIFTED UP is not upright in him." That is one class. Then the second class: "But the JUST shall live BY FAITH." God said. On the one hand there is a class of people in Israel whose souls are lifted up against Me, and against righteousness and morality and My Word and My Law, and their souls ARE NOT UPRIGHT within them. They are not living right. I cannot bless them, and I am raising up the Chaldeans against them until they REPENT. But, God said, there is another group of people in Israel---the JUST, the RIGHTEOUS in God's eyes. They shall "live by faith."

Those are the two classes of people, and it is because of SIN that God raises up a nation to PUNISH US! A bitter and a hasty nation.

Notice verse 20. GOD WILL BE WORSHIPPED. We are living in a day when EVEN IN RELIGION peo​ple are DENYING the Living God! They are denying the Bible as the Very Word of God. Listen: verse 20, "The Lord is in His Holy Temple. Let all the earth keep silence before Him." Which means, Let all the earth WORSHIP HIM. God IS IN His Holy Temple, and God will PUNISH the world, will raise up one nation against another. Blood will flow! Destruction will come! Mur​der will come! UNTIL men learn that GOD is in His Holy Temple, and that the place of man is the place of DEVOUT WORSHIP OF THE LIVING GOD. That all the earth KEEP SILENCE BEFORE HIM."

Then Habakkuk closes this tremen​dous book of only three chapters with these words, a prayer of Habakkuk the prophet: "O Lord, I have heard Thy speech, and was afraid. O Lord, RE​VIVE THY WORK in the midst of the years. In the midst of the years MAKE KNOWN, and in wrath REMEMBER MERCY." Lord, send us a REVIVAL that will bring people back to Your​self, so that You won't have to raise up a bitter and a hasty nation against us!

When destruction CAME, because of it Habakkuk cried out, "When I heard about the enemy coming my belly trembled, my lips quivered at the voice, rottenness entered into my bones, I trembled in myself that I might rest in the day of trouble. When He cometh up unto the people He will invade them with His troops." The peo​ple wouldn't repent, so God raised up a terrible nation against them. What are God's people to do in that moment?

Listen. I must give you these words. "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be on the vines, the labor of the olive tree shall fail and the fields shall yield not meat, the flocks shall be cut off from the fold and there shall be no herd in the stall"---listen---"YET I WILL RE​JOICE IN THE LORD! I will JOY in the God of my salvation! For the Lord God is my strength. He will make my feet like hinds' feet. He will make me to walk upon high places," and I won't be afraid, whatever may come.

God may raise up a nation against us to get us to repent, if we don't re​pent. But the child of God, who lives by faith, who believes in God and His Word in spite of the darkest days, in spite of God's wrath poured out upon an unbelieving world and nation; that man who says, "I will repent and trust in the Lord. I will joy in the God of my salvation," will find strength and the Presence of God right to the end!

My friend, wherever you are today, PUT YOUR TRUST IN HIM. It doesn't make any difference how dark the hour is, remember the closing words of Habakkuk. He will bless you. God bless you and goodbye.
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