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Daniel 2

People often ask questions about America in Bible prophecy. America is not specifically mentioned in Bible prophecy, but other nations are. And from America's relationship with those nations we can understand something about her place in the future. 

First, it is important that we study the background.

From Ezekiel 38 and 39 we know that Russia will invade the Holy Land. And from the apparent inabili​ty of any nation to deter her aggression, we may infer that America will not be the strong military power that she is today.

It is frightening to see a map of the areas Russia is controlling, though recently she appears to be los​ing her grip. Russia has kept on increasing her mili​tary strength. She has great stockpiles of armaments and military hardware. America's leaders have said that we just have to be prepared by maintaining our own strength. Russia will rise again.

America Will Be Unable To Stop Russia

According to the prophecy of Ezekiel, when Russia invades the Holy Land we will not be able to stop her. For a while we let our military strength decline while Russia was building up her armaments. What she will do in the future will be important to watch.

The invasion of Israel will end when the Lord destroys Russia's armies, burns her cities with fire, and the people of Israel are converted to God.

Ezekiel 38:13 tells us that there will be powers in the land defending Israel against this invasion. "Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young lions thereof shall say to you [Russia], `Have you come to take a spoil? Have you gathered your company to take a prey? To carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?"' Obviously, that is the language of the powers defending Israel against that invasion.

Through the years, Israel has had only two real friends who have stood by her‑Britain and America. We have committed ourselves to befriend Israel. There are forces in our land that oppose that, and that feeling will increase toward the end, when the nations of the world will be against Israel.

Nations befriending Israel will not be able to defend her. Russia will make that invasion. Neither Britain nor the United States nor any other power will be able to stop her. The Bible says that ultimately the only power that will stop Russia will be God Himself! Russia has defied the living God. And God will take up the gauntlet and destroy Russia. Thank God, today she has become open to the gospel, but the prophecy is clear that the nations in the area of Russia will invade Israel.

To make a thorough study of the events leading up to the invasion of Israel by Russia and the subsequent defeat of Russia's forces, we must look at the prophecy of Daniel.

Daniel's Prophecy

The book of Daniel deals with "the times of the Gentiles." This phrase came from the lips of Jesus in Luke 21:24, `Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the Gentiles till the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. " This refers to Gentile world history. Daniel depicted the full scope of this time period in history‑--from the Babylonian invasion of Judah until the second Coming of Christ to earth.

Remember that there are three major divisions in Bible prophecy: the nations, Israel, and the church. The church is not found in the Old Testament. Paul told us in Ephesians 3 that the church was a secret hidden in God from past generations but is now revealed through the New Testament prophets and apostles. If we don't have a clear understanding of that, we'll be confused about the interpretation of many Scripture passages.

We do find prophecies about the nations and Israel in the Bible. The book of Daniel predicts the history of Israel and the nations in 12 tremendous chapters. Although America is not mentioned, we may assume that she is among "the nations." Let's look at God's picture of the nations.

Nebuchadnezzar Has a Dream

In Daniel 2, we read that God gave Nebuchadnezzar, the heathen king of Babylon, a vision. In the vision he saw a great image. The head was of gold, the breast and arms of silver, the legs of iron, the feet partly of iron and partly of clay. As revealed by God to Daniel and then interpreted, this represented four great world kingdoms: Babylon, Medo‑Persia, Greece, and Rome. The fifth would be the kingdom of God. The main teaching of chapter 2 is that these four great kingdoms, in succession, would hold dominion over the earth. The fifth would be Christ's kingdom, which would abide forever.

In Daniel 7, the prophet also had a vision. This time God used the picture of four wild beasts that came up out of the sea. The two visions are parallel in meaning. In Nebuchadnezzar's vision, the focus is on the end of the image, the 10 toes. In Daniel's vision, the focus is on the 10 horns of the fourth beast. In this message we want to talk about the 10 toes and the 10 horns, representing a 10‑kingdom alliance of European nations, the revived Roman Empire.

I

n Daniel 2, God gave to Nebuchadnezzar a general forecast of human history, from his days till the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. History, up to the time we are living today, has fulfilled this prophecy.

The Forgotten Dream

Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, and his spirit was troubled so that he couldn't sleep. But he couldn't recall his dreams, much less interpret them. So he commanded that the "magicians" be called in. The word magician didn't mean then what it does today. Magicians were more like scholars, deep thinkers.

He called for the astrologers. The word astrologers meant people who communicated with the dead---something that God forbids. Read Deuteronomy 18, where God warned Israel about getting into the same sins as were in the land of Canaan, sins that were the reason God banished the Canaanites and let them be overrun‑--necromancy, communication with the dead. God thunders out against that sort of thing. It is an abomination to Him.

Nebuchadnezzar called for the "sorcerers" with their incantations and casting of spells. Witchcraft! God forbids that.

He called for the "Chaldeans." These were people who came in and took over Babylonia. They became the priestly group, the religious leaders. They were considered to be wise. That is why they were respected. Daniel and his friends, though not like the others, were among the wise men of that day.

All of these men came and stood before the king, and he said to them, "I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit is troubled to know the dream." The Chaldeans said, "O king, live forever. Tell your servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation" (vv.2‑4). Here they were, supposedly able to read the future and interpret dreams, and they couldn't tell the king what he had dreamed. They didn't have what they claimed to have.

In verse 5 the king said to the Chaldeans, "The thing is gone from me. If you will not make known the dream, and its interpretation, you shall be cut in pieces and your houses shall be made a dunghill!" That reveals how extremely cruel the human heart can be. It will be so wonderful to go to heaven where there will be no more cruelty, human beings destroying one another. This king had absolute power, the power of life and death. Kings could be literally bloody men.

The king said, "If you tell me the dream and the interpretation of it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and great honor. Therefore tell me the dream and the interpretation of it" (v.6).

They answered again and said, "Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will give its interpretation" (v.7). They insisted, "We've got to know the dream before we can interpret it."

The king said, "I know for a certainty that you would gain time, for you see that the thing is gone from me" (v.8). The king's decision was firm. They claimed to be able to read the future, but they couldn't even recall the dream for him.

The Chaldeans tried to reason with the king, saying, "There is not a man on earth who can show the king's matter. There is no king, lord, nor ruler that has ever asked such a thing of any magician, astrologer, or sorcerer" (v.10). They said, in effect: "O king, you are unreasonable in asking this." "It is a rare thing that the king requires, and there is no one who can show it to the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh" (v.11). Notice the plural word gods. They were thinking of the gods that men had devised instead of the true and living God.

"For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and he commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon. So the decree went forth for the wise men to be slain, and they sought Daniel and his friends to be slain" (vv.12‑13).

Daniel Takes Time To Pray

Arioch, the captain of the king's guard, was sent out to slay the wise men of Babylon. Daniel tactfully said to him, "Why is the decree so hasty from the king?" (v.15). When Daniel learned of the king's decision, he went in and asked the king for time, and he would show him the interpretation. Then Daniel shared this matter with his companions‑Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego‑--and asked them to join him in prayer. They went to God!

That's the best place to go. There come times in our lives when there is no place to go but to God. Today the majority of psychologists and psychiatrists and preachers and counselors would not be needed if people would just do what God says in Philippians 4:6‑7, "By prayer and supplication, make known your requests to the Lord." Then "the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall guard your hearts and thoughts in Christ Jesus. " Some people are paying a lot of money they wouldn't have to pay if they would just go to God and obey Him.

When Daniel asked the king for time, it was with faith that God would reveal Nebuchadnezzar's dream to him. Daniel was a man of faith. He believed in God. He believed that God would intervene supernaturally, that God would make known to him the dream and the interpretation of it. Daniel's life was on the line, as well as the life of his three friends. The king's decree had gone forth that they must die.

There is power in prayer. I call it the mystery of prayer. Prayer is a vast subject, a wonderful and blessed communion with God. But it is a mystery. Paul the apostle said, "Pray for me." I don't understand all about prayer. Through the years I have studied everything the Bible has to say about prayer and have tried to learn all I could about it, and I still know very little. But I still pray! How wonderful it is to have people pray with us when we have a burden on our hearts. There is power in group prayer.

In verse 18 of chapter 2, we learn why Daniel and his three friends prayed. They "desired mercies from the God of heaven" (v.18). Notice, the God of heaven, in contrast to the many heathen deities of Babylon. Here was a young man with his friends unflinchingly stand-ing up for the true and living God in pagan Babylon which was surrounded by gods. They desired an answer from the God of heaven concerning this secret, this unknown thing. They prayed that they would not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon, that their lives might be spared for the glory of God.

The Secret Is Revealed

Did they get an answer? Verse 19 tells us, "Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. " When was it revealed? After they went to God in prayer!

I want to pause a moment. Here is the Bible, just filled with the mind of God. Yet so many people have difficulty in knowing God's mind. The greatest thing in the world that we can do is study the Bible to learn God's mind. We can't understand it with nat​ural intelligence. It must be revealed to us by God's Spirit. Just as the dream was unknown to Daniel, this Bible is secret, unknown, unless God reveals it. We can know the facts of the Bible, but we'll never know spiritual truth unless God reveals it to us. That keeps us flat on our face, depending only on God to teach us His truth, His mind.

I want to be like Daniel, close enough to God that He can reveal secret things to me. I want to know God. I want to know what He says. The first priority is not Christian service but our walk with God. And I haven't found any other way to walk with God but in His Book. Oh, this precious Book! "The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and He will show them His covenant" (Psalm 25:14).

God is still revealing secrets, the unknown. Not just to Daniel in 600 BC. Not just to prophets. The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him. He will show us His covenant, and we shall be taught of God! God will teach us through His Book. Nobody but God can teach us spiritual truth. Nobody!

How can we get this truth across? Most people are so immersed in the things of earth and time that they don't want to know God and His Book. God reveals His secrets today to people who fear Him. "Fear" means reverential trust, simply putting God first in our lives, before everyone and everything. That's the Hendley translation of the word fear. Peo​ple who fear Him are people who are sold out to God.

Daniel Exalts the Lord

Now Daniel talks to God and about God. "Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, for wisdom and might are His" (2:20). God is absolutely wise, and He is all‑powerful. I want to know this Being who is absolutely wise and all‑powerful. If you and I want the life that is wise, we'll follow the wisdom of God. We'll conform our lives to God's thoughts, God's plan, God's will, which cannot be found anywhere but in the Bible.

Then Daniel talked about what God does. If you ever get worried about the devil and ungodly people taking over, just read the book of Daniel. You'll find out that God is on the throne and that He is going to be on the throne forever. If you're walking with Him, you've got it made. You don't need to worry about anything.

"He changes times and seasons; He removes kings and sets up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding" (v.21). There is a sense in which we are all ignorant. We are all learning. Sometimes I run into people who act as though they have a Ph.D. in "God." Well, I haven't gotten mine. I feel like a little child beside the ocean. I have a little cup, and there's that great, big ocean out there. I can't get enough of God's mind. I just have to grab every minute possible to dip into this Book.

"He reveals the deep and secret things" (v.22). I love that word reveal. The only way we can know God is for Him to tell us what He is like. So many people think they know what God is like, but they just weave it out of their imaginations. When they tell you what God is like, it's as far from this Bible as the east is from the west.

Revelation! What a wonderful thing that God, whom we've never seen, would deign to come down and make Himself known to us in Christ and in the Bible! Apart from Christ and the Bible, it is utterly impossible for me to know God and walk with God.  Yet most people neglect the Bible and Christ as though they already know enough about God.

He reveals deep things, secret things, things not generally known. The psalmist said to God, "You have made me wiser than the teachers of earth" (Psalm 119:99). By knowing the Bible, we are wiser than the greatest minds in the world. We come to know God, who reveals to us His secrets. I'd rather know God's secrets than all the secrets in the world.

"He knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with Him" (Daniel 2:22). God dwells in light unapproachable (I Timothy 6:16). In God is no darkness at all (I John 1:5). Complete knowledge! Complete truth! Clarity. The person who walks with God walks in light.

Daniel Thanks the Lord

After God revealed Nebuchadnezzar's dream to him, Daniel remembered to thank and praise the Lord. May God help us to live lives of praise. As the years

go by, thanksgiving and praise just well up in my heart constantly for everything. The older we grow, the more we realize that we originate nothing. Everything is a gift. Daniel was a man of praise.

Daniel said, "I thank You and praise You, O God of my fathers, who has given me wisdom and might" (2:23). There wasn't any glorifying of man in this man Daniel. I worry sometimes about all the "blow" among Christians. My friend, God can use any old stick or stone. He doesn't need us. He got along without us before we came on the scene, and He'll get along without us when we leave. He deigns, He condescends, He stoops to use us. And that is glory, as far as I'm concerned.

Daniel continued in verse 23, "You have given me wisdom and might and have made known to me now

what we desired of You, for You have now made known to us the king's matter" Daniel went back to the Lord to praise Him. When I leave my room to go and preach, I say, "Lord, I can't, but You can." And when I go back to my room, I say, "Thank You, Lord, for whatever has been done." I think we should be very careful about this. It should be from the heart.

Daniel Acts Immediately

So Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had commanded to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He said to Arioch, "Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon. Bring me in before the king and I will tell him the interpreta- tion" (v.24). Imagine what this meant to Arioch. He had been given orders to kill these men, and he hadn't done it. He liked Daniel, and he granted his request.

So Arioch went to the king a second time and said, "I have found a man of the captives of Judah, who will make known to the king the interpretation" (v.25). Those Chaldeans had told the king there wasn't a man on earth who could tell him the dream. They didn't know that God had some men on earth who loved Him and walked with Him.

The king questioned Daniel: "Are you able to make known to me the dream which I have seen and the interpretation?" (v.26). Daniel answered, "The wise men, astrologers, magicians, and soothsayers cannot make known the secret which the king has demanded. But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets" (vv.27‑28).

The God of heaven still does! You have in your possession a precious Book. It has God's secrets in it. I never will forget something that happened in our senior Greek class at seminary. As the professor stood one day and held up a Greek New Testament, he said, "Young gentlemen, within the pages of this Book is all the wisdom of the ages." The wisdom of God! Think of it. The Bible reveals God's mind, God's secrets.

Daniel Gives Glory to God

"There is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to king Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days." Notice that time note. As you study Bible prophecy, again and again you read "latter days" and "latter years" and "last times" and other words that indicate the endtime. Daniel's main thought here is the endtime, which is pertinent for us today. Daniel gives the course of history from that time on, but he focuses particularly on the windup of human history: "the times of the Gentiles" and the coming of the kingdom of God.

Daniel said, "Your dream and the visions of your head upon your bed were these: As for you, O king, your thoughts came into your mind upon your bed, about what should come to pass hereafter. And He who reveals secrets has made known to you what will come to pass" (vv.28‑29). So God made known to Daniel, and to a heathen king who didn't even know Him, the whole future of human history‑--the times of the Gentiles, from 600 BC in Babylon to the setting up of the Millennium at the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. All of that period of history is within the scope of this vision.

Daniel took no glory for knowing the dream.  "As for me, this secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than anyone living." He was saying, "This ability is not mine, O king. I am not more brilliant than anyone else." "But for their sakes who make known the interpretation to the king, and that you might know the thoughts of your heart" (v.30).

Why did God make this secret known? First, to save Daniel's life and the life of his three friends. He said, "For their sakes, who would make known the interpretation to the king." Daniel was including his three friends, for they had prayed with him, asking God for the answer. Second, God wanted King Nebuchadnezzar to know the thoughts of his heart.

Daniel Tells Nebuchadnezzar His Dream

"You, O king, saw, and behold, a great image! This

great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before you, and its form was terrible. This image's head was of fine gold, its breast and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of brass, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. And you watched till a stone, cut out without hands [not human, something divine, something God does that men had nothing to do with], smote the image on its feet of iron and clay and broke them in pieces" (vv.31‑34). The image represents the course of human history, ending in an act of divine destruction!

"Then the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold were broken to pieces together, like the chaff of the summer threshing floors. " This means total destruction of the image. "And the wind carried them away, and no trace of them was found. And the stone that smote the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth" (v.35). That was the dream. Now we come to the interpretation.

Daniel Interprets the Dream

"This is the dream, and we will tell the interpreta-tion of it before the king. You, O king, are a king of kings, for the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory" (vv.36‑37). It was God who gave you this throne, Nebuchadnezzar! The Most High rules in the kingdom of men and gives it to whomever He will (4:17). Most rulers don't know that. We are going to find out that God is sovereign. God is running this show. He is constantly involved in world affairs. All the way through this book of Daniel the sovereignty of God is clear‑cut, which we'll see especially in chapter 4.

"And wherever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven He has given into your hand, and has made you ruler over them all. You are this head of gold" (2:38).

The head of gold. Babylon had world dominion. The image began with Babylon, and as history records, the Babylonian empire was followed by Medo‑Persia, then Greece, then Rome. Then comes the kingdom of God, which will never pass away.

I am so glad God gave us this picture. We live in a messy world, a world that is sinful and rebellious, and it's getting worse. But the sovereign God has a plan, and He has promised that in the future He will set up His kingdom, and the tragedy of Eden will never be repeated. Never again will anyone be able to plunge the human race into sin.

The chest and arms of silver. In verse 39, Daniel told the king, "And after you shall arise another kingdom inferior to yours." This was the Medo‑Persian kingdom.

The belly and thighs of brass. "Then a third kingdom, of brass, which shall rule over all the earth. " This was Greece.

The feet of iron. "And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron, forasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and subdues all things; and as iron that breaks all these, it will break in pieces and crush all the others" (v.40). This is the Roman empire. The iron legions of Rome, the Roman soldiers, were brutal.

The toes of clay. "And whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with miry clay. As the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so shall the kingdom be partly strong and partly broken. And whereas you saw iron mixed with miry clay, they will mingle with the seed of men, but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.

"In the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed. And the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever" That is a key verse in Bible prophecy.

"Forasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands [without any human ingenuity], and that it broke in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold, the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass hereafter. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure" (vv.41‑45).

Nebuchadnezzar's Reaction

"Then king Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and worshiped Daniel and commanded that they should offer an oblation and sweet odors to him" (v.46). That's very human, isn't it? Many people don't really learn to worship God. They worship something, either an idol or another human being. Here the king fell down, worshiped Daniel, and commanded that he be worshiped as a god, for the Babylonians offered oblations and sweet odors to their heathen gods.

"The king answered and said to Daniel, `Truly your God is the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing you could reveal this secret.' Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon. Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon. But Daniel sat in the gate of the king" (vv.47‑49).

When he was elevated to high position, Daniel did not forget his friends who had prayed with him in this matter. So often people today have friends who help them get to a top position, and then they forget those friends. Daniel did not do that.

Now remember this great image, interpreted as the world empires of Babylon, Medo‑Persia, Greece, and Rome. Then out of Rome 10 toes, representing an alliance of 10 kings. And in the days of these 10 kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed.

Daniel's Vision of the Four Wild Beasts

When God looks upon the human race, He sees the nations as wild, voracious beasts. The closer you live with God, the more you realize the cruelty of the human race. All over the earth cruelty and violence are going on, man's hand against his brother. In chapter 7, God gave Daniel a vision of four wild beasts, which parallels Nebuchadnezzar's vision of the great image.

"In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions of his head while on his bed. Then he wrote the dream and told the sum of the matters. Daniel spoke and said, `I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of the heavens strove upon the great sea."' The great sea represents the human race.

"And four great wild beasts came up from the sea, each different one from another. The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings. I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked off; and it was lifted up from the earth and made to stand on two feet like a man, and a man's heart was given to it." That was the world empire of Nebuchadnezzar.

"And behold another beast, a second, like a bear. "

It goes on to tell about the distinctions of the bear, which is the world empire of Medo‑Persia.

"After this I beheld, and to another, like a leopard.” 

This is the world empire of Greece.

And now verse 7, where he focuses on the fourth beast, the Roman empire. "And behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible. " He doesn't give this beast a name. The three preceding were called a lion, a bear, and a leopard. But this is such a fearful wild animal that it is indescribable. It is a monster. "And it was exceedingly strong. It had great iron teeth. It devoured and broke in pieces and stamped the residue with its feet. It was different from all the beasts that were before it. And it had ten horns. " The monster's 10 horns correspond to the 10 toes of the image mentioned in chapter 2. Prophecy focuses the spotlight on these 10 horns.

What Are the Ten Horns?

Daniel 7:24 tells us, "And the ten horns out of this kingdom [which is Rome] are ten kings that shall arise." The final world power, for three and a half years before Jesus returns, will come out of the old Roman empire‑Europe and North Africa.

That being true, Russia will decline in power and America will decline in power. In recent history, the United States and the Soviet Union have been vying for the No. 1 spot, and we still claim to be the leading

world power. But there can be only one, and Europe will become the superpower. The United States and Russia will no longer have supremacy. Our nation is headed for inferiority, not superiority. And I'll tell you the reason: It is because of the sin in America.

In one sense, it makes me sick, as a student of the Bible, to hear the song "God Bless America." What the song seems to say is "Lord, bless us in our sins." Nobody in high office is calling people to repent of sin. The more we live in this Bible, the more we look at this world through God's glasses. You know what God calls it? "This present evil world."

So the 10 toes and the 10 horns represent the 10‑kingdom alliance of nations which comes out of Rome, the fourth world empire.

The Ten Horns Explained by John

In the Revelation we learn more about the meaning of the 10 horns and 10 kings. Bible prophecy focus​es on these 10 kings, a 10‑nation military alliance out of the old Roman empire, for the latter three and a half years just before Jesus splits the skies and comes back to this earth. These 10 nations will fur​nish Antichrist his power! He will be dominant, in absolute rule, for three and a half years before Jesus returns. This is the absolute, unmistakable teaching of Bible prophecy, Old Testament and New.

In Revelation 17:12, God gave this revelation to John on the Isle of Patmos. "And the ten horns which you saw are ten kings, which have received no king​dom as yet, but receive power as kings for one hour with the beast [the Antichrist]. These have one mind, and will give their power and strength to the beast. These will make war with the Lamb." (I'll give you one guess as to who is going to win the war!)

"The Lamb shall overcome them, for He is Lord of

lords and King of kings. And they that are with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful. "

United States of Europe?

Although America as such is not in Bible prophecy, some other nations are clearly spoken of. They com​prise the 10‑nation European military alliance, which will furnish Antichrist his power in the endtime.

What does that mean to us today? In this century we have had two great world wars. And out of that came the dream of a United States of Europe. If the various states in this country can live together in peace and harmony and cooperation with one anoth​er, why can't there be a United States of Europe? In past days I read much about that dream. Winston Churchill tried to develop it.

But not much progress was made in that direc​tion until Russia drove back the Germans to the gates of Berlin and began to threaten Europe. Euro​pean nations organized NATO to offset the encroach​ments of Russia. Later NATO was further developed for the defense of Europe. Of course, the United States is the big one in that group today.

America Not in the Future Picture

America cannot be in the 10‑kingdom alliance because we are not a part of the Roman empire. Some people try to put the United States in the pic​ture, but I repeat, we are not a part of it. The 10 rulers will come out of the old Roman empire.

Europe began to come together economically and developed the Common Market. But what we are look​ing for, according to Scripture, is a military alliance of Europe. The Russians have powerful missiles that could wipe out Europe in minutes. One U.S. President announced in a historic speech the plan to put nuclear weapons in Europe to offset Russia's power. Europe has been jittery ever since because she doesn't want missiles falling on her cities.

Many organizations are saying, "Away with nuclear weapons! We don't want nuclear war. Scale down all military defenses." That is understandable, but it isn't realistic. If we let down our defenses, the enemy will take advantage.

Right now, there is tension in Europe. We have to consider both Europe and the Middle East when we think about Bible prophecy. Europeans have trusted, to this point, the American nuclear umbrella. But they are concerned, because they don't want their future to be controlled by us.

There is a move toward unification in the European Community, but what we're looking for, in Bible prophecy, is a definite 10‑nation military alliance of countries in the area of the old Roman empire. God says that in the days of these 10 "kings" Christ will come again and set up His kingdom. We are seeing what may be the beginning of that development.

France and Germany, who have fought each other in the past, are now coming together. They have already come together economically, and now they are moving toward a military alliance. When I saw that, I said, "Lord, am I seeing the beginning of that 10‑kingdom alliance that You said in the book of Daniel would prevail just before Jesus comes? Will it be in this generation that Your Son will come back again and establish His kingdom on this earth?"

God Says Be Ready

In practical terms, this says that the Lord may come at any moment, and we should be ready. The Rapture precedes the 7‑year tribulation period. I want to impress on your mind that either death or the Rapture may come at any time. Do we really believe, "Lord, You may come today, or I may go today"? No one knows when our last day may come.

Lester Buice, former pastor of Rehoboth Church in Atlanta, had a precious daughter‑in‑law who was working in a bank. One day she and a girlfriend went to a little park behind the bank to eat their lunch outdoors. They were attacked by two men, who raped and stomped and beat that girl to death. Talk about violence! It was horrible.

Soon afterward, I was in that church for a week of meetings. When I walked in, the television news cameras were in the pastor's study. When I got up to preach, cameras were in the balcony. They were covering everything that went on in that place, because the story was the leading news item on television night after night. The whole city of Atlanta was shocked.

It seemed that God was continuing to focus attention on this crime, making it known to the entire city and the surrounding area. God, who speaks not only in the Bible but also in daily events, was saying to every human being who knew about this, "Be ready."

That young woman didn't know when she got up and prepared her lunch that morning that she wouldn't need it that day. She didn't know that she wouldn't be coming home that night. When she got up that morning, she didn't know that it was the day of her appointment with God.

We brush this away somehow. We feel, "Well, that happened to someone else. Such a thing won't happen to me." I am not suggesting that anyone may be treated so brutally. I am saying that God teaches us in the Bible that we are to be ready, that death or the Rapture may take place at any moment. The Rapture, I remind you, is that event when Jesus comes in the air to take up every believer to be with Him forever. Read I Thessalonians 4:13‑17. It will happen suddenly, instantly! There won't be time to prepare. You have to be ready. That is what God says. Wouldn't it be wonderful if the Rapture occurred before death comes for us!

I have given you a bit of prophecy to think about. Europe is moving toward a military alliance. The European nations at this time seem to be coming closer together.

America, our own beloved nation, is not specifi​cally mentioned in prophecy. She will be on the decline, and Europe will ascend and become the world's superpower. And in the days of the 10 kings, Christ will return and set up a kingdom that will never pass away (Daniel 2:44‑45; 7:24‑27; Revela​tion 17:12).

What a prospect for everyone who has trusted in Christ as Savior and Lord! If you have never received Him, do it now. Be ready‑for death or the Rapture.
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