INTERCESSORS

Jesse M. Hendley

Isaiah 59:16

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Isaiah 59:16. My subject today is, "What God Is Looking For." God is looking for a man (human being) who will be an intercessor. This world is lost. Everywhere you turn, people are lost. So many people will say, "I'll go, I'll give, whatever," but so few peo​ple will pray, and yet praying is one of the most important things a person can do.

I heard one great, Spirit instructed man make this remark, "It is better to pray than to preach." Well, there is some truth there, but actually, they must go together. They are twins and are not to be separated. Prayerless preaching, prayerless witnessing and prayerless worship are not worth very much.

Somehow this business of prayer is being overlooked. I wonder if it isn't because it is not seen. It is a sec​ret life. You must really love God to be an intercessor, a man or woman of prayer. Nobody sees you pray. You are not putting on a show. People may see you give, hear you witness, and all those external things, but they don't see a secret life of prayer. But that type of motivation is wrong. We read in Colossians 3:17, "What​soever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God." Whatever we do should be done for His glory.

What is God looking for? We have the answer in Isaiah 59:16. In the days of Israel, when Israel was up to its neck in sin, the prophet said, "And he (God) saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor." I checked the Hebrew word for wondered, and do you know what it is? It is the word aston​ished. It means to be disturbed or appalled. God saw there wasn't any man who was an intercessor and He was disturbed about it. Nobody cared very much for souls is what He is getting at here. No one cared enough to really pray for the lost.

Isaiah talks about people's sins. He began in chapter 59, verses 1 & 2, "Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear." Isaiah is speaking to the people of Israel and He's say​ing, "You're not seeing God's de​liverance, but it's not because His hand has gotten short. He used to reach out His hand and deliver you, but your sins are in the way. They have raised a wall between you and God. Verse 3, "For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, your tongue hath muttered per​verseness.”  Sounds like a modern television newscast, doesn't it? Ver​ses 4 & 5, "None calleth for justice, not any pleadeth for truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they con​ceive mischief, and bring forth ini​quity. They hatch cockatrice' eggs (serpent eggs), and weave the spider's web: he that eateth their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper." He's talk​ing about the people being hurt by their sins; God is not against sin just to be against sin. He's against it because it hurts you. He doesn't want you hurt.

Isaiah 59:6, "Their webs shall not become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands." I just heard on television about a man who put on a ski mask, walked into a woman's home, took her and bound her, blindfolded her, and raped her. That's because of sin Isaiah 59:7-15, "Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting and destruction are in their paths. The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings; they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace. Therefore is judgment far from us, neither do justice over​take us: (the people are saying, "we don't have any justice,") we wait for light, but behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness. We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we had no eyes: we stumble at noonday as in the night; we are in desolate places as dead men. We roar all like bears, and mourn sore like doves: we look for judgment, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far off from us. For our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our sins testify against us: for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them; In transgressing and lying against the LORD, and depart​ing away from our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words of falsehood. And judgment is turned away backward, and justice stan​deth afar off and he that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey: and the LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no judgment." 

"No Intercessor"

Then comes these words in verse 16 that I want to press upon our hearts today, "And he (the Lord) saw that there was no man, and won​dered that there was no intercessor." He was astonished, disturbed, and appalled that there wasn't any man around who cared for the lost condi​tion of sinners in Israel and the judg​ment of God's wrath that was upon them because of sin. He was trying to get the people to turn. Isn't that something? There was no inter​cessor. The word for intercessor here means "to meet, to encoun​ter." It means going to meet some​one for something, or for another person or persons. An intercessor is somebody who will go for God, to people in their desperate need, the need for prayer and intercession.

My friends, this is the missing note in the church today. There is very lit​tle concern and burden for this lost world. Back in the days of the great revivals that I've seen, we had a group of people who were concerned. They prayed and cried to God for lost people and we had revivals. Hus​bands wept over wives and wives over husbands. Parents wept over children and children wept over parents. That's missing now. Every​where you hear about the love of God, and here's a world going to hell in its sin. God is looking for somebody who will care enough to pray. He's looking for a man or a woman who will be an intercessor, someone who will care enough to pray. He's looking for a man or a woman who will be an intercessor, someone who will come to meet Him in behalf of these needy souls. God has linked up prayer very closely with His soul-winning work.

Are you an intercessor? God is looking for them today. He looked for them in Israel. He didn't find any. Not one human being cared about the lost condition of that nation that brought it into misery and ruin.

Inevitably, walking away from God brings judgment and punish​ment. It's not because God likes to punish. He's trying to turn us around. When we won't listen to His Word, and the sweet call of the Spirit, then God must send difficulties, war, and punishment. He allows people to go on in their sins, murder, violence, rape, and dope, trying to get them to repent. But He's looking for an inter​cessor among the godly. Are you a godly person? Are you one of God's men?  God is looking for you, if you'll be an intercessor.

"Eyes Of The Heart"

My friends, for years I've told other people, confined with sick​ness,---who would say, "There's nothing for me to do. I can't go to church. I can't go out and witness. I can't go to meetings or visit" that they can pray. They can be an intercessor.

I have a very dear, close friend, a godly woman, who I've known for years. I led her to Christ over 50 years ago. Her husband, one of my dearest friends, and a deacon in my church, died a few years ago. Now this woman is having difficulty with blindness. I shared with her this wonderful statement in Ephesians and I'd like to share it with you. In Ephesians, chapter 1, God speaks about the eyes of the heart. If you are afflicted and have some difficulty with your eyes or you can't see, and it's one of the most difficult things you've gone through in your life, let me remind you that you can have eyes of your heart for comfort and strength. The Apostle Paul says in Ephesians 1:16-19, "I cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the know​ledge of him: The eyes of your understanding ("heart" in Greek) being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power." You may know hope, riches of glorious glory, and power, which is to us who believe. This doesn't cease, friends, when we're going through the deep waters. When we lose loved ones, are losing our eyesight, fear some serious affliction, have cancer, or a heart attack, God hasn't ceased to be God. He hasn't ceased to love us. If you can't see with your physical eyes, there are eyes in your heart that can see God and a lost world. You can pray and be an intercessor.

May I say to you that it is just as important for you to pray, as for me to preach. If you pray for me as I preach, God will give me power that I would not have otherwise. I don't know why God has linked prayer with power, but He has. I hope you will see that one of the greatest ministries God can give to a human being is to be an intercessor, to go to meet God in behalf of these who are lost.

Our President will be stronger for your prayers. Call the names of your senators, representatives, gover​nors, mayors, preachers, Sunday School teachers, witnesses for Jesus, loved ones, and friends before God in prayer.

"Oh, what peace we often forfeit, / Oh, what needless pain we bear, / All because we do not carry / every​thing to God in prayer."

Do you love God enough to want to do what He wants you to do and what He's asking you to do? Not many people do. Not many people are even interested enough to find out what He wants. People don't study the Bible in order to love it, obey it, and to please God. They may study it for information or other motivations but how many people study it to please God and to be what He wants them to be?

"Intercessor Requested"

I have a letter from a friend who wrote, "Please pray for my oldest daughter. I've asked prayers for her many times because I thought she was saved. She joined the church as a young teenager, but quit going to church when she married. I'm afraid that she, her husband, and their 3 daughters are unsaved. She has can​cer now. Please remember, Brother Hendley, I want you and your staff to pray for her, and the other 2 daughters who I feel are unsaved. Please. Thanks so much, and God bless you."

This is a request for an intercessor, a request that somebody will pray and share a burden with her. Her daughter is face to face with a dreaded disease, and she has not walked with God. Oh, beloved, why will people not see things of real value, and that the one necessity is God? He's our security, and our sup​plier for every need. We need to pray for others, that's what we mean by intercessory prayer. We pray for ourselves, for our families, and so many times, just for various things that we want from God. Requests, "...let your requests be made known unto God," That's Scripture. But intercessory prayer is forgetting our​selves, and giving ourselves to a min​istry, a service to others. There is no greater service that you can do for somebody else than to pray for and meet God in behalf of that person. 

"Prayer and Soul-Winning"

Intercession is what God is looking for and wants. Somehow He has lin​ked prayer with soul-winning, His powerful work. I call it "the mystery of prayer." Why can't God just go out and witness for Himself? Why does He need and want us to witness for Him? God doesn't need that. If He wanted to, He could just save people. No, there must be persuasion. Do you see God's problem? He wants people to love Him. He gives people the privilege of loving Him and also gives people the privilege of refusing to love Him. Otherwise, it would make them robots, and He wouldn't need any prayer. He would just push a button and they would hop and do whatever He said. But God is pleased to redeem us sinners, and to offer us salvation through the blood of His Son. We can accept or reject Jesus. We can live for God or live for our​selves. Many people do live for self instead of for God because if they wanted to live for God they would have to find his mind and His heart. You find that only in the Bible, and most people don't seriously study the Bible. Somebody may say, "There's nothing for me to do as a Christian." The two greatest things you can do are intercede and witness. Pray for others. To do that, you must first of all know that you're saved by grace through faith by receiving Jesus and being born again. You have to start there to pray. Nobody has any prayer life without that. Then you must be walking with God. If you have to be praying for yourself all the time and wrestling with some problem or sin in your own life, how can you be free to pray for others?

We have to keep things settled with God in our own hearts and lives. If there is something in my life that God has to argue with me about, and disturb me about, I won't be at peace to be able to pray for others. Interces​sion is a great work. Now, I'm not suggesting that you have to be per​fect. There is no absolutely perfect person on God's earth. God is using imperfect people, but people who walk with Him. People who know they are sinners won't let sin stand in the way. They will confess it and get it out of the way and walk in harmony with God so they can pray for others and carry out the will of God. Most people don't witness because they feel condemned. They either don't know they're saved, or they feel con​demned because they know they're not walking with God, and they feel condemned in talking to others about Jesus. So, my beloved friends make sure you're saved and then get rid of everything between you and God so that you can be used of Him as a witness and an intercessor.

"The Holy Spirit Intercedes" 

We read in Romans 8:27 that the Holy Spirit intercedes, "And he that searcheth the hearts (that's the Father) knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he (the Spirit) maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God (whatever God wants)." The Spirit makes intercession for God's people. So, even when I'm not praying for myself, the Holy Spirit is praying for me. He goes to God on my behalf. That's the meaning of the Greek word for intercession. (Remember, it's the meaning of the Hebrew word also.) He goes to meet the Father in our behalf, pleading our cause before God. So, it's a great business when God says He'll give man the privilege of going to meet Him for others, because you're doing a divine work, like the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit is an intercessor. Remember He's constantly praying for you. Keep that in mind.

"Christ Intercedes"

Then, Christ intercedes for us. We read in Romans 8:34-35, "Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, (it is Christ) that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, (Christ) who also (con​tinually) maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?"

Why would the Holy Spirit pray for us, for me? He loves me. He's God. He's a member of the Divine Trinity. He's a Divine Person. Why does Christ make intercession for me? Because He loves me. He proved it when He went to the cross and He proves it now. Living, (Hebrews 7:25) "He ever liveth," He is continually engaged in the work of intercession, going to meet the Father on my behalf. When I do something wrong He knows it's going to hurt me, and He goes to the Father about it and somehow that works out to my benefit.

"Men Who Were Intercessors"

I don't know all the values of prayer, but I know one thing, if we do not pray we are losing out on the greatest power in the world, for God's divine power is released through prayer.

Paul said, "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me." He continually pours His power into me. Paul was a witness and a man of prayer. He said, “I bow my knees unto the Father."  So we need people who bow their knees to the Father. Abraham was an intercessor when he prayed for Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis, chapter 18.

We read of Abraham praying to God. God said, "Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do?" So He went to Abraham and said, "I'm going to strike Sodom and Gomorrah." Abraham asked the Lord if He found 50 righteous people would He not destroy it. The Lord said, "No." "40?" "No." "30?" "No." "20?" "10?" "No, I won't destroy it if I can find 10." God didn't find 10 righteous people in Sodom.

So Abraham was a man of prayer. He was a friend of God. Do you want to be a friend of God? Be an inter​cessor. He prayed and God brought Lot out of Sodom. The angels couldn't destroy the city and said, "Lot, get out of here. We can't do anything till you get out of here." Why? Because of Abraham's prayers.

Friends, Atlanta is like Sodom. New York is like Sodom. The same sins are going on in these places. You see it on television, and hear it on the news continually till it makes you sick. No wonder God gets sick. If we sinners get sick at sin, how much more does this holy, perfect Being hate sin? It makes Him sick. Jesus said, "I will regurgitate you," speak​ing of the Laodiceans who claimed to be Christians, yet were walking in the world.

Moses was an intercessor. When he was up on the mountain, with God getting the Ten Commandments and suddenly the people of Israel, led by Aaron, made a golden calf and were dancing in an orgy around that calf like they did in Egypt, God turned and said, "Go down, Moses, these people have turned quickly out of the way."  Moses came down the moun​tain and saw them in their drunken debauchery around that golden calf and broke the tables of stone. God began killing people right and left. Moses fell on his face and began to pray, "Lord forgive these people their sin and if not blot me out of the Book which thou hast written." That's intercession. That's pleading with God for others.

Job prayed for his friends at the end of the Book of Job. God was going to punish them but Job prayed for them. Because of Job's prayers, God did not punish them.

In the great book of Habakkuk God said, "I'm going to bring the Chaldeans against the people of Israel. They're great sinners and I'm going to bring the enemy against them to punish them. Habakkuk was astonished and he went to God, talked to Him and asked Him ques​tions. He tried to tell God that He might be wrong in this and said, "How can you send the Chaldeans against your people? You say your people are wicked and evil. They're not as bad as the Chaldeans. The Chaldeans are worse than we are. How can you use them to punish us?" Habakkuk stood in his tower and waited for the Lord and watched for Him to reply to him. God replied to him and told him what He was going to do. Habakkuk was so close to God that they reasoned together. He went to meet God and talk things over with Him about his nation, his peo​ple. Who will intercede today for America? Who will intercede for this lost world?

When we intercede, we just meet with God and talk things over with Him in the quietness of our studies, our homes, and our prayer rooms. We don't see Him. I've never seen God, not with my physical eyes. I've seen Him with the eyes of my heart that have been illuminated in the sense of knowing Who He is. I didn't see any form or vision or anything of that sort. But by the Divine Spirit I know the presence of God. When I go to God in prayer I meet with God and I talk with God and He talks with me. Not in a physical or vocal voice, but nevertheless, He speaks. And as I study the Bible and pray and listen to the voice of the Spirit, God speaks to me. I have the conviction that this is God speaking to me. I converse with God, what a privilege to talk with God!

In Romans 8:27 and 34, the Holy Spirit converses with God, goes to meet God in our behalf. Christ lives to make intercession for us. (Heb​rews 7:25)

Intercession is a selfless thing and yet in it, what do we have? We have communion with God. We talk to God and God talks to us.

Hebrews 7:25, "Wherefore he is able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by (through) him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. Now notice here, first of all, "he is able." What is Christ able to do? He is able to save. Nobody can save sinners but Jesus. All the religions without Jesus can​not save you. All your works cannot save you. Christ is the Saviour and is able to save those who come unto God through Him. Notice, He is able to save to the uttermost, meaning utterly, entirely, forever and finally, absolutely and completely, but we must come to God through Him. That is our part and His only limitation. It's not working, being religious or doing religious duties, going to church, praying, reading the Bible, giving, and visiting. It's coming unto God through Him and there's no other way.

Friends, if you want God's favor, if you want to be sure of heaven, if you want God to take care of you throughout eternity, if you want God to make you like Jesus and bring you to His house to live with Him forever, then you must come unto God through Christ. If you haven't done this, please do it. He is able to save completely because "He ever liveth to make intercession for all who come to God through Him. " This is tremendous. He not only came out of heaven and laid aside all the blessings of heaven and God, and came into this world to that dirty, ugly, savage cross and bled and died for me, He went back to heaven, and has been living to make intercession for me. He talks to God constantly about me and about you and everyone who has come to God through Him.

Many religious groups trust the church more than they trust Christ. Many trust human beings more than they trust Christ. You cannot come to God except through One Person, Jesus Christ. He is the entrance into the presence of God. He died for all our sins so we're justified by faith in Him and declared absolutely right and fit for heaven any moment. 

"Believer's Sins"

What about the sins of a believer? When you and I sin, He goes to the Father and talks it over with the Father. When we confess our sins, God is faithful and right to forgive us because Christ has already made the atonement and He goes to the Father and is there in the presence of the Father constantly as our representa​tive, even when we sin and fail. "He ever liveth to make intercession for them." He goes to meet the Father for them.

"Be An Intercessor

Now God is looking for an inter​cessor. He wants us to be inter​cessors now. That means to go and talk with God about ourselves, about our loved ones who are suffering, or bereaved or have severe illnesses, terminal illnesses, and all sorts of afflic​tions. Go to the Father for them. Read Isaiah 59:16. Mark it in your Bible and look it over every day as you pray. How wonderful that we can share with God in His great work of saving souls, through intercession!

God sought for a man, one man to be an intercessor. He is seeking for that person today. Will you be that person? He found not one in that day and was astonished. Will He find one today? You? Pray for others and become an intercessor today. Let us hear from you. God bless you.
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