INCENTIVES TO RIGHT LIVING

Jesse M. Hendley

Colossians Chapter 3

If you have your Bible there, turn with me, please, to Colossians, the third chapter. There we have the glorious fact of CHRIST LIVING IN OUR HEARTS. "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth, for ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory."

Now that is an important passage! We are UNITED WITH THE RISEN CHRIST. We are to set our affection on THINGS ABOVE. We are dead, and our LIFE is hid with Christ in God. Christ is our very life! There is no eternal life but the CHRIST‑LIFE, and Christ‑life, friends, will manifest itself! It cannot do otherwise. Christ could not hide Himself. It was impossible. His fame was made known abroad. No one in whom Christ dwells can keep quiet about Him. Neither will people keep quiet about you as He lives through you! You will be, in some measure, like Christ. The Christian life is the life of Christ, lived through the Christian.

Now verse 5 gives the practical side of this truth. "Mortify." That word in the Greek means to put to death! You remember the famous poem "Thanatopsis"? It is a poem about death. The Greek word "thanatos" is the word for death. Well, here we have the verb from that word, and it is in the imperative. It is a command. "Mortify--‑put to death---SIN in your life!" "Lusts of the flesh, uncleanness, inordinate affection (husbands loving other wives, wives loving other husbands), evil concupiscence, and covetousness which is idolatry; for which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience.” All those things are characteristic of children of disobedience, children God has created but who are disobeying Him, not living a godly life; God's wrath is coming upon them because of those sins. We are to mortify those sins, put them to death! "In the which ye also walked when you lived in them (in past life), but now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice (ill‑will toward others), blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth, Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with its deeds, and have put on the new man which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created him." The new man is after the image of God Himself in Christ.

"Put on therefore as the elect of God, bowels of mercies.” Be merciful to others, though they sin against you. "Kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness. longsuffering, forbearing one another and forgiving one another. If any man have a quarrel against anybody else, even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye." When you do wrong and come to Christ asking Him to forgive you, you don't go away believing He DIDN'T, do you? Aren't you glad that Christ FORGIVES! Yes, that is the way we are to be toward others. We are to "put on LOVE as the bond of perfectness. Let the peace of God rule in your hearts to which ye are also called in one body. Be ye thankful”; thankful for all the good things God gives us. "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father by Him.

Wives, here is a definite command in verse 18: "Submit yourselves unto your husbands, as it is fit IN THE LORD,” as it is the right thing to do. "Husbands, love your wives and be not bitter against them. Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well‑pleasing unto the Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to anger lest they be discouraged. Servants, obey in all things your master according to the flesh, not with eye service as men‑pleasers, but with singleness of heart, fearing God. And whatsoever ye do---here he sums up everything, for everyone who names the Name of Christ--- DO IT HEARTILY, AS TO THE LORD." Put your whole heart into it! Do it AS TO HIM, "and not unto men, knowing that OF THE LORD ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance. For ye serve not man but the Lord Christ." 

Everything you do for others in the name of Jesus shall receive a reward. "But he that doeth wrong,” wrong toward his fellowman "shall receive for the wrong which he hath done and there is no respect of persons." We are rushing toward the Judgment Seat of Christ and all the wrongs we do toward others shall be righted, when we stand in the Presence of our Lord. Criticism of one another! Gossip! Ill‑will, Slander! Injury toward OTHERS! These will be recompensed by the Lord when we stand in His HOLY PRESENCE! The Lord says we had better do right, for everything we do wrong shall be received back, at the Judgment Seat of Christ, and sometimes we get it back right here in this present world. We'll get it back, right between the eyes! There is no respect of persons. God is not going to consider how much money you have in the bank, when He gives back unto you the wrong you have done. God is not going to consider your fame, your position before men. You may be a businessman of eminence, or a woman of social rank, but with God that will mean nothing at all when you stand in His Presence to give an account of the wrong you have done. God tells us plainly to DO RIGHT. DO RIGHT---WHATEVER COMES! Whatever the conditions, DO RIGHT! It is God's command.

Now I want to present to you some incentives for LIVING RIGHT, for living an honest life, for giving up sin and living utterly for God. The first is, THE BIBLE that we are going to meet when we meet our God. A former chief of criminal investigation in Scotland Yard, Sir Robert Anderson, had these remarkable words: "They have dethroned the Bible from its place in the universities of Oxford and Cambridge and we shall inevitably see an enormous increase in prevailing vice, crime, social and commercial disorder." Those words were spoken before Britain hit the downward grade. Britain has barely missed hitting bottom. Britain was a major power fifteen years ago, a leading nation, above America in world affairs. Today she is a second rate nation, being held up by America. A tottering, wounded, broken nation! Yes, when THE BIBLE is dethroned, there is an inevitable increase in SIN and VICE and CRIME. America is seeing it, too, for we have done the same thing! We have DETHRONED the WORD OF GOD in the institutions of this country, and young people are getting educations without the fear OF THE LORD, AND ONLY THE FEAR OF THE LORD BRINGS TRUE WISDOM. Knowledge is one thing; WISDOM is another.

I will never forget preaching in a great federal penitentiary in a mid​ western state. Sitting down before me was a man playing in the orchestra. As I walked out the door, I called par​ticular attention to the interest on that man's face, and I was told that man was a leader in the affairs of this country a few years ago, but he used his position to gain money wrongfully, and finally he was trapped, and there he is today in the penitentiary. What an awful thing! This man was the head of a national organization---if I nam​ed it, you would recognize it immediately. But there he was, locked in because he didn't apply the simple truths that the Bible teaches. It is appalling to​day, the SIN that is going on in high places, among people of intelligence and education. This man thought he could GET BY with sin! But the Bible says you CANNOT. This man had knowledge, but he didn't have WISDOM. It is the fear of the LORD that brings wisdom. Many a person has the knowledge of universities without wisdom. It is a sad fact that some of the most notorious criminals are EDUCATED men. You go out to the penitentiary and you will find men of science and skill and great knowledge, men of great mentality. Why are they there? They were wrong in HEART. They had head knowledge, but they didn't have wisdom. There is RESTRAINT AND STRENGTH in the fear of God! When we are tempted to do wrong, the fear of the Lord tells us, "No! That isn't wise! You will hurt yourself, you will hurt your friends, you will crack your mind, you will put lines in your face, and you will bring your body down to an early grave. Don't, man, don't." The fear of the Lord gives wisdom. Yes, the BIBLE is the FIRST INCENTIVE FOR GIVING UP SIN AND LIVING A GODLY LIFE. EACH OF US SHALL BE JUDGED BY THE BIBLE.

The second incentive is the soon coming RETURN OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST FROM HEAVEN. He is coming back again and we are going to give an account to Him. Mr. Davies, writing in the Morning Star, says, "The belief in the Lord's return has become a primary determining issue in temporary theology. Our theologians are occupied with it, even though a very few of them deny it. The fact that they HAVE to deny it speaks volumes. It wasn't even denied thirty years ago; it was just ignored. But today it is a battleground, a decisive issue in the works of many of the profound thinkers of theology. This, on any reckoning, is a tremendous transformation." Years ago if a man preached on the Second Coming of Christ, people ignored him. If it is preached today, people are aroused to study the return of Christ as never before. Preachers are preaching it as never before. The world is looking to the prophetic Scriptures, for men are gradually learning that there is no hope for this world in the matters of war and peace but IN CHRIST. He is coming again! The NATIONS will be gathered before Him as a Shepherd gathering the sheep and the goats to separate them. Also there will be an INDIVIDUAL reckoning! You and I PERSONALLY will stand before the Presence of God and give account of our lives. What a time it will be, when we stand in the Presence of the CHRIST OF GOD! Oh, what an incentive for giving up sin and living a godly, holy life! You ought to memorize this tremendous verse in Colossians 3:26: "He that doeth wrong shall RECEIVE of the wrong which he has done, and there is no respect of persons."

How will it be, friend, for you, when you stand before God to give an account of your life to God? How will it be for me when I stand in the Presence of my Lord, and He looks in my face, and He looks into my very soul and life, reading it as a book? The thing to do is trust Christ and His blood alone to save us, and then to live right and utterly for Him, with all our souls! Live right! Live for God and Christ! Will you do it?
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