IN THE BEGINNING---GOD
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Hebrews 11:3,  Psalm 90

The Book of Genesis is the first book of the Bible, the most marvelous library of books in the entire world. What a profound thought is given in the very first verse of this library! "In the beginning."

Try to think back to the first moment of Creation. It is impossible, isn't it? Who then can look clearly into Eternity Past? Eternity Future? The Bible takes us back to the Beginning, even before the universe existed. "In the beginning, GOD."

The Bible says that in the Beginning the universe was not. The Bible says that the worlds were framed by the Word of God. (Hebrews 11: 3.) You believe in creation. You believe in the Divine Will manifested in the existence of this world. You believe in this necessary foundation for faith. You have this faith without which everything is black and dark. Hebrews 11, "BY FAITH, we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God." By faith! That is, by the act of faith, by the exercise of faith, we understand. To understand implies mental perception that the universe, or the worlds, were MADE. The word "worlds" is from the Greek. It means creation unfolded in Time, the Many Ages forming the one world, the unfolding of human history all conceived in the tremendous Mind of God back then, the Centuries, the Millennia, that have passed by. These "ages" were "framed" by the Word of God. The word "Framed" means to furnish completely, to equip, to prepare. So the ages were prepared by the WORD OF GOD.

It is interesting, the expression we have here for "the Word of God" in the Greek. It isn't the usual word "logos.” It is another word meaning "the Single Expression of the divine will." You remember that in the Psalms we read, "HE SPAKE and it was done." A single statement from God and the whole plan of Time was set in motion! The ages of history existed in the Mind of God before the actual creation. There is a Divine Mind, a plan and power back of it all, creating, governing, sustaining everything that you and I see.

Now the question I want to raise is this: What was BEFORE the Beginning? Before the Beginning, GOD WAS. We read that BEFORE the mountains were brought forth or the earth was formed, even from Everlasting to Everlasting, THOU ART GOD." Psalm 90. It is an amazing statement. FROM EVERLASTING, TO EVERLASTING---THOU ART! God is the ETERNAL I AM. That is the meaning of the Hebrew, the Self‑Existent One.

Now these are the words of Moses, a man of God, here in Psalm 90. It is one of the greatest of the Psalms. Moses was peculiarly a man of God. A man may be a man of God and yet not be thoroughly God's man. But Moses was chosen by God. Moses was inspired by God. Moses was honored by God. Moses was faithful to God and to God's commission unto him. This Psalm is called a prayer because of the closing petitions. Men of God are certain, always, to be men of prayer. I've never known a man of God who wasn't a man of PRAYER. This prophet of Pisgah's heights was accustomed to communing with the God of heaven! Moses thought on profound subjects. The subjects we have here are the Frailty and Weakness of Man, the Shortness of Life, and the Eternity of God. Notice what Moses says: "Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations."  

Moses was a wanderer on earth, a so​journer. So are we, Peter reminds us in his first epistle---"strangers and sojourners on the earth." Our Home is in GOD, said Moses, the wanderer.  "Lord, THOU hast been our dwelling place, our home." Jehovah, the eternal God, is the home of all believers in Him, in all periods of Time. God is our only true home. He shelters. He comforts. He protects. He preserves us from our enemies and cherishes His own. He will keep His saints. The beasts of the field have their holes. The birds of the air have their nests. But God's people dwell in God Himself. Not in the tabernacle or some dedicated shrine or sanctuary or church. God Himself the Home of the child of God. Persecuted Christians down through the age have found Rest in Him! Back in the days of the early Christians, when they had to meet in the catacombs, they "dwelt in God.” They had no great edifices, no stained‑glass‑windowed churches. They lived in HIM. Our per​secuted forefathers who founded the country knew they had a home in God! They believed in Him. The great buildings of Greece and Babylon and Rome have decayed, but the dwelling place of God's people never passes away. He is eternal, and the believer abides in Him. He that keepeth His commandment dwelleth in God and God in him. The person who bends over this Bible any to the best of his ability follows the will of God and Christ, God dwells in that person and that person lives in God. Jesus said, "Abide in Me." "Make your home in Me." Again He said, "He that abideth in Me, and I in him bringeth forth much fruit." When you see a Christian bringing forth much fruit to God, you may know that that person makes his home in God.

Now GOD WAS, before the Beginning. "Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth or ever thou didst form the earth in the world, even from Everlasting to Everlasting Thou art God." Those old giants of earth, the mountains, are babes compared with the eternal GOD! The majestic Alps, the mighty Rockies, the tremendous Himalayas, are just a speck of dust, were born just yesterday, compared with the greatness and age of God! GOD MADE THEM! They were brought into being at a certain time; but God never had a beginning. He always WAS AND IS AND SHALL BE. God was, when nothing else was. Before the universe existed, God was. Before the earth was made, GOD WAS. Before the mountains, before the seas, GOD was! If God were to change, frail men would have no refuge.

The eternal, self‑existent God is here mentioned in CONTRAST to the brevity of human life. HE IS THE ONLY HOPE OF MAN. Then we ought to be saying with the Psalmist, "Lord, THOU hast been our dwelling place in all generations." Now who can say that? No one but a child of God. No one but the person who has come to God by faith and has yielded to Him. A child of God ought to surrender his whole life to carry on the work of God.

I think it is a tragic thing that Communists laugh at Christians. They have said, "The Gospel is a much more powerful weapon for the renewal of society than is our Marxist philosophy, but we finally will beat you. We are only a handful; you Christians are numbered by the millions. Gideon had only three hundred. We communists do not play with words. We are realists. We are determined to achieve our object. We know how to obtain the means. Of our salaries and wages, we only keep what is strictly necessary; we give up the rest for propaganda purposes. We also consecrate all our free time and a part of our holidays; you, however, give only a little time and hardly any, money for the spreading of the Gospel of Christ. How can anyone believe in the supreme value of the Gospel if you do not practice it, and spread it, and sacrifice time and money for it? We communists will win, for we believe in our communist message. We are ready to sacrifice everything---even our life in order that social justice shall triumph. But you people are afraid to soil your hands!"

That's not a preacher speaking, that's a communist! And he is telling the truth! That is the thing that makes our hearts ache. Are YOU among the Christians that are trifling with words? Are you giving of your time, your talent, your money, your all, to carry on the Message of CHRIST'S SALVATION? If you believe in the eternal God, give your heart and life to Him and yield to Him! You will be among those who are giving their dead‑level best for Jesus and His Gospel. Now if you are among the UNSAVED, let me remind you what is coming after Time: ETERNITY AND GOD. It will be judgment or glory, according to WHAT YOU DO WITH JESUS CHRIST.

When Daniel Webster was dying, a friend said to him, "Mr. Webster, I wonder if you will tell me the most serious thought you ever had." He had a gigantic mind, thoughts far deeper than most men have had. Mr. Webster replied, "The most serious thought I have ever had is the one I have now, that within a few hours the journey of life will be over for me, and I MUST STAND BEFORE ALMIGHTY GOD and GIVE AN ACCOUNT of the life I have lived, and FACE THE RECORD I have made."

When you have Christ as your Saviour, and are proving it by living earnestly for God, in prayer, in the Bible, in witnessing, in giving your best to His service, then, friends, you have nothing to fear in eternity. If you haven't settled with God, think about the time when, like Mr. Webster, you will be DYING, FACING GOD AND YOUR RECORD. Accept Jesus now and make sure it will be well with your soul! Will you do it?
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