IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS

Jesse M. Hendley

I Thessalonians 5:17

There is a great passage found in First Thessalonians 5:17, "In everything give thanks." Notice the preposition, "in."

This is a very strong statement. Most of us feel that this should read, "In SOME things give thanks.” But, no, it reads, "IN EVERYTHING.”

Well, life is filled with many different things, and in ALL things we are to give thanks, according to this statement of the Apostle Paul, filled with the Spirit of God Himself. Though he does not say we are to give thanks FOR everything, yet that thought is implied here. We SHOULD give thanks FOR everything. Paul says, "rejoice always." For everything and in everything that comes our way, we are to rejoice and give thanks. Why? Because everything that comes into our lives is sent or permitted by God Himself.

Remember that God created us. He knew our lives beforehand. We read in the Bible of the Foreknowledge of God. Being God, He KNEW. The bright days? He knew about them. The dark days? He knew about them. Somehow or other, all things are operating according to His will. He knew our joys, and He knew also our sorrows. He gives us everything that we have. We read in the Book of Acts, "In Him we live and move, and have our being." Without HIM, we could not live or move or carry on the activities of life. Without Him, we would have no being or existence. "The God in Whose Hand thy breath is," we read in Daniel 5. Daniel said that to Belshazzar, king of Babylonia. Even our breath is in His Hands. That is how dependent we are upon Him.

So friends, ALL of life is God's gift to us--‑not just a part of life. It is a sin to want to stop living. It is a sin to want to change what God sends. It is a sin to envy others their lives, for God has made our lives for ourselves. The life that God has given you, take it, and make the most of it, and be thankful for your blessings! That is the Bible attitude. That is the only attitude of rest and of peace that we can have.

For all the things of life, then, we are to be thankful. Yet many times we do not give thanks even for the GOOD things! In James 1, we read that every good and perfect gift comes down from the Father. Yes, every good gift you receive comes from God. Maybe there are other hands, other channels, through which they come, but they all are from God. In Jesus' teachings we read that God sends the sun upon the evil and the good. He sends the rain upon the just and unjust. It is God that sends the rain, that makes the grain for the bread upon our tables, that feeds

us and keeps our bodies going. It comes from God. We have a tendency to look upon the bad and to complain and FORGET to give thanks for all we have that is good! Oh, that wonderful song, "Count your many blessings! Name them one by one! See what God hath done,” for YOU!

We are to give thanks also because God controls our circumstances. He controls them directly. He also controls our circumstances permissively. When dark days come, He has permitted them. That includes sickness. God knows about it. It means also in times of financial reverses, when money isn't coming in and life begins to be hard. But God is controlling, and He knows. In the moment when we learn that a loved one is coming down with a dread disease, or in the time of the death of loved ones, God is still overshadowing and controlling in those circumstances, and HE LOVES US, don't forget that. ALL things are permitted in His Love. The things that seem to be destructive are not. One man, coming down into the valley of death itself, said, "There is no dark shadow here. All is light." It was all light in the Valley for him. Friends, God has a victory for His own people. He permits the dark days for several reasons. One is to teach us some things. What does He teach us in dark days? To trust Him! I met a lady, who didn't learn to trust Him till she nearly died, and then He raised her, and now she knows Him and trusts Him! Now there is no worry, no fear, and she's jubilant! She knows she is in the Hands of God. So He teaches us in dark days to rely on Him.

He thus saves us from idolatry and dependence upon creature comforts and upon others, instead of upon Himself.  He brings us through dark days to show us what faith is. We are not walking by faith when we have any other crutch upon which we lean!

In dark days He weans us from sin and saves us from folly. Beloved, if He can keep us from sin no other way, let the dark days comes!

Then, He brings the dark days to make us pray and read His Word. Some people never read the Bible till they are in a place of hardship! So the Lord has to bring them to Himself, through dark days.

Then, He shows us in dark days how to die without fear. If you have already been brought through dark days, you can more easily trust Him in death. Friends, that is a wonderful thing. It is a wonderful thing to trust Him and His Love. The mother bird, you know, flings the little bird out of the nest in love, to teach it to fly. And when God brings us through dark days, He is just teaching us how to make our way to heaven.

Then again, He does it to make us look to our service and our rewards. God is going to give rewards for faithful service! Many people never serve the Lord till they come face to face with trials. When they lie there on their sickbed, they think and realize that the only thing that matters is to serve the Lord.

Also, He teaches us in dark days, what it is to lie down in green pastures. God wants us to lie down sometimes. When you do, is it among thorns? For the Christian, it is in pastures of tender green grass. There are no green pastures for many people because they have no communion with God.

Now notice again the text, "IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS." IN THE MIDST of everything life brings, GIVE THANKS! In it all, be thankful and praise God. No bad thing can touch the child of God except sin. 

Circumstances are from God or are permitted by Him for our good. IN EVERY circumstance let us give thanks.

Now what are the practical results? First of all, the soul is saved from any harsh feeling toward God in the giving of thanks. Many people say in their hearts, "Why did God let this happen to me?" When God intended it only for their BLESSING. Secondly, it saves the soul from FRETTING. It teaches peace in the midst of affliction. It teaches us patience, knowing there will be an end to the tribulation. And it makes heaven real, when we give thanks in the midst of dark days.

So amid dark days, testing days, what are we to do? We are to confess all known sin. If we think we are afflicted because we have sinned, let us con​fess the sin and believe He has forgiven us, and there will be immediate restora​tion to the Lord. And then, we are to

surrender all to God. Surrender our​ selves, our loved ones, our job, our spirit, everything that matters to us--- surrender it all to God and tell Him we give our best to Him, and into His care. Third, we are to serve Him as best we can, where we are. Fourth, we are to believe that He is with us‑‑‑Immanuel.  Believe what He says, "I will never leave thee nor forsake thee." Fifth, we are to believe that nothing can keep us from heaven! Because whosoever be​lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life.

Friend, today, let us give thanks to God in everything. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, for all He has done for us!

PAGE  
4

