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Romans 8

Friends, I want you to turn with me now to Romans, the 8th chapter, and we are concluding today that first won​derful verse of that tremendous chap​ter and the expression "in Christ Jesus" and what it means. We found out that "in Christ Jesus" is the loca​tion of the child of God. It has noth​ing to do with your feeling. It has nothing to do with your experience. It is where you are located when you sincerely trust Jesus as your Saviour and Lord. Faith is an attitude of de​pendence on Christ, and if you depend on Christ, if you are looking to Christ, looking to Him alone, then you are SAVED.

Now to continue this study "in Christ Jesus,” we read in Galatians 1:​22 of "the churches in Christ Jesus" the called-out assemblies that are "in Christ.” It is the group of people in Galatia in the church who were really born again and who trusted Jesus as their Saviour and Lord. Such were "in" Christ Jesus. And when they are "in" Christ, they BELONG to Christ. He is sheltering them and shielding them and taking care of them.

Then in Galatians 3:27 we read of being "baptized into Christ Jesus." Baptized into Christ. Baptized means to be baptized into His sphere of in​fluence and into the work, which He came to do. He came to die for our sins and pay for our sins and work sal​vation for us. So when we are baptized into Christ we are baptized into the state of salvation, the state of safety, the state of relationship to Jesus that means we are no longer aliens but we are now the children of God and He is looking after us.

In Ephesians 1:3 we have a wonder​ful statement about "in Christ." "He hath blessed us with all spiritual bless​ings in Christ." Every spiritual bless​ing comes to us in Christ. People who are unsaved are out of Christ. They have nothing to do with Christ, and Christ has nothing to do with them. He cannot, because they will not have Him. All people are blessed with MA​TERIAL blessings, but SPIRITUAL blessings can come only to people who are IN CHRIST. You are receiving God's physical blessings. But one of these days they are going to pass away, for those who reject Christ, and they are going into a world of torture. Now

I know that is a strong word to use, but it is exactly the word Jesus used in the 16th chapter of Luke. The man said, "I am tormented in this flame.” He was tortured. A very terrible thing. So, for the unsaved, even material blessings are going to run out. They are going to have to leave their home, their job, their loved ones, their body, and go in​to a world of storm and terror and flame and spend eternity in pain. That is what God says. Oh, the awful doom of the unsaved! But, the minute you accept Christ as your SAVIOUR, you are IN CHRIST, and there God showers upon you all His spiritual blessings. And God does shower upon the person in Christ His spiritual blessings.

Remember, if you are out of Christ God cannot bless you spiritually. You have not had the New Birth. He can't give you a spiritual body that is going to live with Him forever. He cannot commune with you and you with Him. He cannot give you the fellowship of God's people and the wonderful securi​ty of His Presence, the spiritual Pres​ence of the Lord with His people, in life, in dark cloudy days, in suffering, in death. When David said, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil for Thou art with me," he didn't mean God would be with him simply physical​ly. He said His Presence would be with him SPIRITUALLY, so real that he would know God was with him! I have seen many of God's people go into a serious crisis, in sickness, and come out with their faces shining and saying, "The LORD was there. The Lord took care of me and I know it." Yes, that is the spiritual Presence of the Lord. And the spiritual Presence of the Lord is WITH all His people who trust Him as their Saviour and Lord. So all SPIRITUAL blessings come to us IN CHRIST.

And then, Ephesians 1:10. The day is coming when God will "gather in ONE all things in Christ." Oh, that is the Great Gathering, when He comes! This is another statement about the Millennium, when Jesus comes and rules on this earth. God is going to gather into ONE, into unity, ALL THINGS IN CHRIST! There won't be any diversi​ties. Everything will be under Jesus, according to Jesus. Everything will be wonderful in that time. That will take place when Jesus comes---a tremendous gathering of the spiritual, unto the Lord, at that time.

In Philippians 2:1 Paul writes, "If there be any consolation IN CHRIST." Oh, there IS consolation in Christ, con​soling in Christ that you'll never get anywhere else. I was in the house of death yesterday, and believe me; in that house there would be no comfort apart from Jesus. You know, as you get older, friends, there are two main things in your life. First, your com​munion with God. Then fellowship with your loved ones. A happy home and happiness in your fellowship with God (your religion) are the two main stays, as you get older. I feel sorry for any man or woman who tries to go into old age without the CONSOLATION that is in Christ.

In Colossians 2:5 Paul writes of "the steadfastness of their faith in Christ.” Steadfast faith in Christ. That Jesus will DO all He says He will do; that the Word of God is so; that we can rest in God's Word; that we can relax in God's Word; that God means what He says. The STEADFASTNESS of faith in Christ. How wonderful that is.

Then in First Peter 3:16, we read, "Your good conver-sation in Christ." The old English word "conversation" meant manner of living, the way of you live. "The good way you are living, in Christ Jesus." My friends, there is no life that can truly be called GOOD un​less it is in Christ. For outside of Christ there is death, eternal death. You can brighten it up. You can sing and shout and click your heels and all the rest of it, but when a man is dying in his sins, no hope of heaven, without God and without hope, it isn't a very good life, believe me. It can't be good.

Now all of this is the expression, IN CHRIST JESUS.

Let's read again Romans 8:1. "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are IN CHRIST JESUS." (There is a period there. "Who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit" is found down in verse 3.) So the verse ends with, "in Christ Jesus." The best manuscripts we have had the sim​ple statement, No condemnation in Christ Jesus. And YOU ARE IN CHRIST when you trust Him and Him alone as your Saviour, with a living faith, that loves Him and trusts Him and yields allegiance to Him, that picks up His Word and reads it, goes to His House, follows Him in baptism, seeks to serve Him and do what we can for Him, gives of tithes and offerings to help carry on His work. That's what being in Christ means.

WHY is there no condemnation? We read in verse 2 that it is because of the NEW LAW the believer is subject to, the ONLY law that the believer is subject to. "The Law of the Spirit of life." Verse 2: "For the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death." The law of the SPIRIT. It is the Auth​ority exercised by the Spirit of God, in the heart! Here is why there is no condemnation. Not because we in our​selves can keep laws that God gives, but because THE SPIRIT OF GOD IN US, His Rulership in our hearts and lives, ENABLES US to live the life that is well-pleasing to God. There's the difference. A man says, "The Christian life is wonderful, but I can't live it." No, you can't, by yourself. But you can by the Spirit of God dwelling in your heart.

Now we read this word, nomos, rule or authority or law. In 7:22 we read the nomos of God, the Rule of God. In 7:23 the Law of Sin, the nomos of sin. In 8:2 the nomos of the Divine Spirit. So we have the Rule of God, the Rule of Sin, and the Rule of the Divine Spirit. And the believer is UNDER ON​LY ONE LAW: the Law of the Spirit of Life, the Law of the Holy Spirit. God doesn't tack up a list of com​mandments for you to keep, to be sav​ed. When you accept Jesus as your Sav​iour, God puts HIS SPIRIT in your heart and simply says, "Obey the lead​ership of the Spirit of God." So the believer is under only ONE RULE: the Spirit's guidance, leading, and em​powering.

Notice the expression, "The Spirit of Life." The genitive here is literally of the effect wrought, and it means "the Spirit WHO BRINGS life, eternal life, God's life, in to the believer's heart." You see, when you BELIEVE, some​thing happens. God does something. He gives you the gift of eternal life. He gives you new standing in Christ, so that you are not in yourself, con​demned. He gives you the standing of No Condemnation. But He ALSO PUTS HIS SPIRIT IN YOUR HEART. And the SPIRIT is the One Who enables us and empowers us to live the life that is pleasing to God. There is the difference between the man who simply has an external religion and the man who is really saved. There are a lot of people who are "church members" but the Spirit of God is not in their hearts. The Law of the Spirit is not operat​ing in their lives. The Law of the Spirit of Life, WHO BRINGS US ETERNAL LIFE, in our soul, pours eternal life in us and through us and out to a lost world. So it is the Spirit of Life that we get in Christ Jesus! The minute a man gets INTO CHRIST God puts the SPIRIT in his heart, and from then on he is under only one law: the Law of the SPIRIT, to obey the Spirit's guid​ance.

Now that goes, all through life. Peo​ple come to me and say, "What about shows?" Well, why should I tell them? If that person is unsaved, then he is going to hell anyhow. If that person is born again, God placed His Spirit in him, and he doesn't have to ASK ME what is wrong. The Spirit of God will tell him. If he goes to a show and it is dirty and filthy, the Spirit of God is grieved and the person is upset and he knows it. That's why I quit it; that's why I KNEW. The same goes all through life. There are things about which the Rule of the Spirit will guide you what to do. There are books I can​not read because they are wrong; they are filthy and sinful and they grieve the Spirit and upset me. There are places I can't go. There are magazines I can't associate with, that is, have FELLOWSHIP with them if I am to walk with God, because the Spirit of God will be grieved.

Now, we are under a RULE, Chris​tian---OF THE SPIRIT. And if you are going places and doing things that are displeasing to the Spirit of God, you'd better stop it. You'd better stop it right now. There is the answer to the present day situation in revival meetings. During our weeknight serv​ices, Christians are going everywhere else but to God's House. They are not thorough. They are not sincere. They are not praying. They are not under burden for souls. They are not con​cerned for revival and souls and the forwarding of Christ's work. They are GRIEVING the Spirit of God. They are not obeying the Rule of the Spirit in their hearts, His Rulership, His Guid​ance, His AUTHORITY. And if you sin against the Authority of the Spirit of God in your life, you are cutting off Spiritual Life to your heart! You are backslid- ing. You are cutting GOD out of your life. That is a dangerous, dangerous condition. No, you'd better

obey the Voice of the Spirit. Check up on your life, Christian. See if there are books you are reading that God doesn't want you to read. Filth and that which grieves the Spirit. If you are born again, if you are saved, if the Spirit of God lives in your heart, you don't need a preacher to tell you what to do and what not to do; the Spirit of God will tell you. And He will tell you to PUT JESUS FIRST, put SOULS first, put REVIVALS before football games and before entertainment and before any other interest that you have. You'll put JESUS first.

Now notice. "The Law of the Spirit of Life IN CHRIST JESUS." This new Authority and Life of the Spirit is free to operate only when we are vitally joined to Christ. Jesus said, "Abide in Me, for apart from Me ye can do noth​ing." You can do nothing in the spirit​ual life apart from HIM, without stay​ing in communion with Him. There is the reason. The Spirit of God can only operate with Rule and Authority in our lives when we are IN CHRIST JESUS. That's all.

Now notice, "The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus hath made me FREE FROM THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH." Literally, "has freed me." And Paul means, of course, all true believers. Paul is giving here his own experience! The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ FREED HIM from the Law of Sin and Death.

Notice that other law operating: the Law of Sin and Death. Literally, the Law of THE Sin and THE Death. So, the Authority exercised by Sin, ending in Death, is BROKEN when the Spirit of God comes into our hearts and sets us free, by the NEW LAW, the new Law of Empowering and Blessing, that enables us to live a life pleasing to God. That is the thought.

Well, I see my time is up, friends, but it is good that we close here now, because we are closing on a high note. Let me ask you one question. Have you believed on Christ, truly and sincerely, so that you can say, "I am IN CHRIST JESUS"? If you have, God has placed His Spirit in your heart to rule you and to have the authority over your life. To do so, to turn yourself over to Him, will be blessed. To live your own life, apart from the Spirit and grieving Him, is to be cursed; it is to have your life broken and miserable. So let me ask you: Are you willing now to check over your life? Go alone with God in prayer and see if there are things that grieve the Spirit of God in your life. Remember, Jesus Christ must be first in everything. Let's put Him first! Let's obey the Voice of the Spirit, and turn away from the things that displease God and turn to the things that please Him.

God bless you.
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