IN ADAM---IN CHRIST

Jesse M. Hendley

First Corinthians 15:45-49

Will you turn with me, please to Romans 5:12 through 21, and we are studying today "In Adam and In Christ.” But let me say this to you, we are not going to stay with this passage. We are calling particular attention to the fact that we have "In Adam and In Christ" from one angle in Romans 5:12 through 21, and today we are going to turn to First Corinthians 15:45 through 49, which I want you to look at particularly. Have it ready, please, in just a moment, where we read, "The first Adam and the last Adam." These are the two chief New Testament passages that give to us the type of Adam in Christ. One is Romans 5:12 through 21 and the other First Corinthians 15:45 through 49.

First of all, let me remind you we are living in desperate days. The H Bomb, it is said, can be set off in a north‑south line in the Pacific 1,000 miles west of California, and the radioactive dust could reach California in a day, New York in four or five days, killing most life as it traverses across the continent! That is a terrible thought, isn't it, a very terrible thought. Heathenism in the world is appalling at this present time. Missionaries agree that there are at least 300,000,000 gods in India alone. Just think of that. You remember God says that He will have no other gods beside Himself, in the first great commandment. The chief of the Chinese delegation to the U.N. officially reports that Chinese communists executed 15,600,000 persons and starved 20,000,000 others in a two‑year period recently. There are 35 1/2 million people who have been harmed, killed, starved, by the Soviets in the past two years! Communism is the threat to the world today. Communism and Christianity are at odds. The present Soviet armies in Europe, even without their satellites, are four times as strong as all the Western Allies put together. That is the statement of Sir Winston Churchill, who knows what he is talking about.

Yes, we are seeing the decay of earth, and I thought, here is another interesting statement that bears out the Word of God. H. G. Wells in 1945 wrote, "Mind is at the end of its tether. Our universe is not merely bankrupt; there is no dividend at all. Not simply liquidated; it is going out of existence.

The end of everything we call life is close at hand. It cannot be evaded. He says, "There is no way out. It is the End." That was interesting to me because of the similarity to the Bible language; or rather, it is a repetition of Bible language. There is NO WAY OUT. That is exactly what we read in Luke 21, regarding the Return of Jesus Christ to this earth again. "There shall be signs in the sun, moon and stars, and upon the earth distress of nations in perplexity." Now he is talking about the Return of Jesus. What will happen? There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars, cosmical disturbances, and upon the earth there will be distress of nations. Nations will be in great distress and perplexity. 

The word for "perplexity" is aporia, the alpha negative plus poros. Poros means "a way, a resource." The alpha negative REVERSES the meaning and therefore means literally, "NO way out." No road out! That is perplexity! Unable to find any way OUT. Well, that's what H. G. Wells said. An infidel, He wrote his famous Outline of History, teaching evolution, contradictory to the Bible teachings of Genesis and the creation of man. Yet he could see, from the human, angle, from the reasoning angle, that the world is in such a mess it cannot find the way out. And God says it is going to be that way, even worse. That literally will take place. There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars and upon the earth the distress of nations in aporia, in perplexity finding no way out!

Now, turning from that gloomy picture, how wonderful to turn to our Bibles, and find the VICTORY for the child of God in Christ! And that is what we are studying today. "In Adam and In Christ." First Corinthians 15:45 through 49. May I read the entire statement, and then we'll take it up verse by verse, one of the greatest studies I have ever made in the Bible.

And so it is written, the first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.

Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.

The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven.

……………As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.

Now I call your attention to the first expression, in verse 45, "The first Adam .... the last Adam." And in verse 47, "The first man ....the second man." So, here we have the two tremendous heads of the human race, just two: Adam and Christ.

Now let's notice verse 45: "And so it is written. "The Apostle Paul appeals to Scripture. Scripture contains the Mind and the Purpose of God, and here we have God's PURPOSE about our future bodies, primarily, because First Corinthians 15 deals with the resurrection from the dead. That means the future of our bodies. "AND SO IT IS WRITTEN.” That settles it for Paul. That settled it for Jesus. In His temptation with the Devil in the wilderness Jesus quoted Scripture. Which leads me to say, friends, that the Mind and Purpose of God is found only in its accuracy and perfection IN THE BIBLE, THE WORD OF GOD. The person who does not know the Bible, does not get right with the Bible, does not seek to live by the WORD of God, is doomed to MISS the purpose of God, not only in their own lives, but in history of nations around us. "It is written.” I love that word! THE BIBLE. I have said to friends, and I mean it increasingly as the days go by, that more than anything in this world I treasure the Word of God and the hours I have spent over my Bible. They have meant more to me than anything else in all this world, yonder in the secret place just poring over the texts of Scripture, learning the meaning of Scripture, just exactly what it says. Anybody can do it. Get a good concordance and a Bible and have the will power and discipline of shutting yourself up to God's Word, and you'll get BLESSING in your life that you cannot have in any other way! The man who seeks to know the Mind and Purpose of God, and who seeks to live in it, is the truly successful man. The person who does not will be revealed in Eternity as the UNSUCCESSFUL man.

Now notice here, we have "the first man, Adam." That Greek word protos, "first,” means "first in a series." There was none before him. Adam was the father of the human race, humanly speaking.

Then we read of "the last Adam." The word "last" is eschaton. It means "the last of a series, and followed by no other." The last Adam is the Lord Jesus Christ.

The first Adam was the first in a series of descendants of people, including his descendants down to Christ, and the last Adam means the last of a series, the last Adam. Christ is not the last man, but the SECOND man. Paul is very careful in his language. Christ is followed by no other. He is the last Adam.

That means there are two federal heads of the human race: Adam and Christ. We are the descendants of one or the other. First of all, we are descendants of physical Adam, and we have his fallen nature, sinful nature, which brought us to sorrow and heartache. But, when people believe in Jesus, the last Adam, then they become "in Him" and are descendants spiritually of the Lord Jesus Christ.

So in God's plan there are two heads in the human family. No other. The first Adam was the head of the whole family. The last Adam is the Head of the family of BELIEVERS ONLY. There are two heads, and there are two lines of descendants. Let's remember that. Our position in God's plan is determined by our relationship to Christ, the last Adam, or to Adam, the first Adam. One of the two. If we are not in Christ, then we are descendants of the first Adam and are condemned, in sin and unbelief. If we are descendants of Christ, that is, if we have believed on Him and are His descendants spiritually, then God sees us IN CHRIST. GOD SEES EVERYBODY EITHER IN ADAM OR IN CHRIST. In Adam, all die. That means physical, mental and spiritual death. In Christ, shall all be made alive. That means safe physically, mentally and spiritually. That is a wonderful thing. Let me say again that if you have not believed on Christ, God sees you in Adam, condemned and dying, facing physical, mental and spiritual death. But if you have accepted Christ as your Saviour honestly and sincerely and are trusting Him, you are IN CHRIST, and IN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE. In Christ God doesn't see you condemned; you are SAVED. That is a wonderful, wonderful statement.

We have here the historical unfolding of the Divine Plan. Adam first, the head of the human race. Christ is the Second Head of the human race, the last Adam. Now notice 45. We read that the first Adam was MADE a living soul (King James Version). The Greek says that the first Adam BECAME a living soul. Psuchen dzosar. Now let's get that, friends. The first Adam was only a living SOUL. It doesn't say a thing about pneuma, the SPIRIT. Psuche, the word for "soul" (we get “psychology" from it, psychology meaning reasoning about psuche, the soul) means THE LIFE PRINCIPLES. The soul is the personality in man that means simply that he is a creature of the present world. That is what "soul" means. "Soul" does not carry with it the sense of godliness. Present‑world limitations, in contradistinction to pneuma, or "spirit,” which connects with another, and a higher world. Psuche, THIS WORLD becomes real, in the HUMAN family; pneuma, THE OTHER WORLD becomes real, of God's Family. So, the first Adam was made a living SOUL, that is, made to fit in with this PRESENT world order, not carrying with it the sense of the other world, of the spirit, the spiritual world. And there is the fundamental DISTINCTION BETWEEN psuche, "soul,” and pneuma, "spirit.” Man is body, mind and spirit; or body, soul, and spirit. Soma, psuche, and pneuma. So the first Adam was made a living SOUL.

But the Last Adam was made a LIFE‑GIVING SPIRIT. The Last Adam is the Lord Jesus Christ, and He became a pneuma zoo poioun. Zoo poioun comes from the word "life" and "to make,” "to make a life.” Not a "living spirit". Why didn't He say a living spirit? Because, in the spiritual world, just to live, is not enough. To live for self only. The spiritual man must exert an influence on others, give life to others! The spirit is love, and wants to bless others, and give life to others, so the spiritual man has got to be aggressive! Christ was that way. Christ is LIFE‑GIVING! That is what the Last Adam was made: A QUICKENING SPIRIT. "Quickening,” means LIFE-GIVING. CHRIST IS LIFE‑GIVING! And the characteristic of His people is this desire and influence to bring this SPIRITUAL LIFE INTO OTHERS!

Here is a marvelous text on not only the necessity of winning souls, and the command, but THE INWARD IMPULSE. For if you have the Spirit of GOD abiding in you UNGRIEVED, HE WILL BE IN YOU, wanting to MAKE ALIVE others.

Well, friends, our time is up for today, but we want to take this thought tomorrow, this marvelous statement in First Corinthians 15 about Adam and Christ. But as we come to the close of this broadcast today, I want to ask you one question, and that is, how does God see YOU? Are you IN' ADAM? Or are you IN CHRIST? YOU ARE IN CHRIST? You say, "I don't know." Well, have you COME TO JESUS as a poor sinner, and have you claimed Him AS YOUR SAVIOUR AND LORD? If not, you are in Adam, and you are CONDEMNED. But if today you will accept the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and Lord, and you tell God, "I want Christ. I want to be in Christ, the Last Adam, and all that He stands for,” God will bless you and save you today, and He will save you for Eternity.

PAGE  
2

