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Now, friends, if you have your Bibles turn with me to Romans 8, verse 10, and today we are studying THE WORD OF GOD in this tremendous eighth chapter, spiritual truths that need to abide in our hearts. Remember that in each one of these tremendous verses we have the MIND of God. And remember what God says in His Work in Psalm 2: He speaks a blessing upon the man or the woman who meditates in God's Word day and night. Let's meditate upon the Word of God. These positive truths of the Bible will cure minds and heal hearts and save from fear and worry and depression and frustration. It would be wonderful to commit the eighth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans to our memory. It is a wonderful, wonderful truth. And remember, too, that Jesus tells us that man is not to live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. These are GOD'S WORDS, and let's remember them as we study the Bible.

Now notice verse 10. We are taking up today a study of the Spirit. All through here we are finding "The Spirit ... the Spirit ... the Spirit." He is mentioned again and again in Romans 8. The difference between Romans 7 and Romans 8 is the Holy Spirit. In Romans 7 the Spirit of God is not men​tioned. Man is struggling, without the aid of and dependence upon the Spirit of God, to live a life pleasing to God. And that is impossible. Even in a saved person the flesh still abides. As we walk by the Spirit we have victory over the flesh, but if we do not look to the Spirit, if we don't know about Him and about His Presence and Power to deliver and to enable us to live a life pleasing to God, then the flesh conquers us and we do not have the victory.

Now let's look at verse 10. We found out in verses 7 and 9 that we are eith​er "in the Spirit" or "in the flesh", that all people are characterized by those two thoughts, that they are pigeon-holed by those two truths, that God sees only two classes of people. "In the flesh" means unsaved people who are carrying on their lives under the dominating influence and ruler​ship of the flesh; that is everything contrary to God and His will. It doesn't mean exceedingly bad as men count badness, but it means ungodliness, liv​ing without God. Ungodliness is the greatest sin in all the world. You may never have murdered anybody, but if you are not living for God you are a great sinner. That is what the Bible says. God calls people "wicked" who pay no attention to Him. That is the extreme wickedness. When will people learn that the greatest sin in all the world is to leave God out, failure to obey God, failure to submit to God and yield to God and give one's alle​giance to God, failure to live the life that is pleasing to God. That is the life of supreme wickedness.

Now verse 10. "If Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin. But the Spirit is life because of righteous​ness." "IF CHRIST be in you..." Now that is wonderful, my friends. Notice, the Spirit indwells us and Christ in​dwells us. We have both of these truths found in the Word of God. We have "Christ be in you" and "The Spirit be in you." That is interchangeable. The man who has Christ in Him has the Spirit. The man who has the Spirit has Christ. They dwell, they move, togeth​er.

Now he says, "If Christ be in you. . " If you are really saved; if you have been justified, saved, born again; if Christ really lives in you, THE BODY, your physical body, is "DEAD because of sin."

What does that mean---"The body is dead because of sin"? It means that the body is dead mystically, no longer the instrument of sin. We are to account our body DEAD when sin comes around, and God will make that victory true in our lives. That is the way you have victory over sin. The body is DEAD. The body no longer is to be the dupe, the servant, and the slave, OF SIN. Now you have people all around about, maybe some listening to me today, that when Sin crooks its finger and beckons you to come its way, you go like a slave. You know you are doing wrong. You fight against it. You struggle. But you obey that sin! Now that is not true if CHRIST is in you. If He is in you, you can have victory over ANY sin. I have heard Christians say, "I can't give up cigarettes." Sure you can. You can if Christ is in you, be​cause the body is DEAD mystically, in the eyes and reckoning of God, on ac​count of the matter of sin. God will give the victory by the indwelling Christ.

Now notice. "But the Spirit is life because of righteousness." That means, the human spirit has life brought into it on account of righteousness; that is, IMPARTED righteousness. Now the Spirit of God imparts practical right​eousness to us, and it is realized practi​cally by us in our daily lives. The in​dwelling Spirit is the One who imparts the real righteous life to us, Who gives us the strength and the power to say No to sin and Yes to God, gives us power to defeat wickedness and to live positive righteousness. Righteousness, of course, means RIGHT IN THE EYES OF GOD. He pours life into us. The Spirit OF LIFE, life from God! The Holy Ghost brings us the Life of God! GOD isn't defeated by anything, and you and I need not be defeated by any​thing. There is victory for the people of God over temper, over worry and depression, over despair and over all the enemy.

I was just reading the other day, in a time of waiting on God in devotion, in the Gospel of Luke where Jesus said He would give us power to tread upon serpents and upon scorpions and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt us. Isn't that a marvelous promise? What an amazing statement we have there in that wonderful verse in the Gospel of Luke. What a power and blessing that was to my heart. We were having a hard time in a revival meeting at the time and I was on my knees crying to God for the victory, and God, as I opened my Greek Testament and turn​ed to this particular passage and was praying over the Scriptures, brought this to my attention and I underlined it. God brought it to my heart that He gave to us power over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt us. That is the promise of God and God means that for us. So, beloved, God doesn't intend that we should be defeated. There is victory over all the power of the enemy for us.

Now look at verse 11. Here is a great verse that you will want to remember, because it has to do with every one of us. It has to do with resurrection from the dead. "But if the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead DWELL IN YOU, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken YOUR mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in you."

Notice verse 10: "If Christ be in YOU..."

Verse 11: "If the Spirit of God is in you..."

They are synonymous. I don't mean they are the same. They are two dis​tinct Personalities, for there are God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. But, wherever you find Christ, you find also the Spirit! And where you find the Spirit you find Christ. Remember that.

"If the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead LIVES IN YOU.." Makes His home in you---that is what the word DWELL means. It is our word oikos, the Greek word for "house.” And this means "to dwell as in a house, to come in and settle down," not to just come and stay a little while as a guest, but to be there permanently. "He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken bodies THROUGH HIS SPIRIT THAT DWELLETH IN YOU."

That is a wonderful thing, friends. He shall QUICKEN (make alive) YOUR MORTAL BODIES. As surely as you have the word of God now, He is the Guarantee of your future Resurrec​tion! Isn't that an amazing thing? Listen, if Christ has given us, His Spirit already, now, to live in us, He certainly is not going to do it just for a few short years on earth, but He did it FOREVER. The Spirit will NEV​ER leave our bodies. He has come to abide forever. He is not going to leave till He raises these bodies from the dead! Isn't that glorious to know that even our bodies are not left helpless in God's thinking and God's plan? He has not only thought about our souls, pro​viding Jesus to die for our sins and pay for them and blot them out, and has not only sent the Spirit into our hearts to enable us to live pleasing to God now and has provided us with a Bible and the Holy Spirit in our hearts, and does not impute iniquity against us, and is with us constantly, sending His Spirit to live with us, never to leave; but, beloved, He ALSO has made PRO​VISION FOR OUR BODIES. As you see your body getting older, remember that the Spirit of God dwells in your body, and He is going to live there till He raises it from the dead. He will raise our bodies. He will quicken our mortal bodies. Now mortal means "dy​ing," doesn't it. Our "dying" bodies. Isn't is wonderful to know that we don't have to worry about our dying bodies, gray hairs coming, and glasses, and diminution of strength, weakening of our physical powers. Paul says, "Though my outward man decayeth (the physical body) my inward man is being RENEWED day by day." That is the Holy Spirit of God in the inward man. Our outward man is our body; it is decaying. But that isn't all of us. We have an inward man. And the inward man is being STRENGTHENED in spiritual things.

The wonderful thing is---and this is good reasoning---as surely as God does anything, it is forever! God never does anything by halves. He never starts a job and fails to finish it. That is the weakness of human beings ​starting things and not finishing them. But when God starts something He car​ries it through to completion. Now when God gives us the New Birth and sends His Spirit to dwell in our hearts, it is not transient; it is not passing; it is PERMANENT. God is doing a perma​nent job! And the Spirit is not going to LEAVE our bodies just to END in the grave! God is going to raise our bodies from the dead! He is going to quicken us. That is, He is going to MAKE ALIVE our dying bodies BY HIS SPIRIT that dwelleth in us. He quick​ens the mortal body. He quickens it in resurrection.

There is a sense in which He does that NOW. The person in whom the Spirit of God dwells has quickening now, new life, coming from the in​dwelling Holy Ghost. You remember the phrase; "God's servants are im​mortal until their job is finished." I am not going to die until God is through with me; I know that. As long as God wants my voice giving out His Word He will keep me alive. It is in His plan. It is just simply a matter of the plan of God. That is one reason I never fear flying in airplanes, never fear any sort of transportation or anything at all, because God will keep me living as long as I have a job to do for Him, that He asks me to do. As long as I am fulfilling His purpose for my life, I am immortal. And He quickens our mortal bodies here. Our bodies are phy​sical, decaying, dying. But the Spirit of God gives us strength. I know that nobody but the Holy Ghost could have given me power to continue over the years, as God has given me the grace to continue. All praise be to His Holy Name. It is because of the indwelling Spirit of God.

If you want to see what the Holy Spirit can do for a man, look at the amazing life of the Apostle Paul. It was a life of victory. It was a life of the Holy Spirit! Look at the hardships he endured, the travels, the fatigue, the scourgings, the beatings, the ene​mies of the Gospel he endured, and even friends (his own converts) who turned their backs on him. But he en​dured all that by the power of the Spirit of God and he continued, with the most amazing life this world has ever seen. Now that is the work, the quickening work, of the Holy Spirit of God. He does that NOW.

But there is also in this sentence the thought of the resurrection from the dead. These bodies, when they do die, go back to the soil. God is going to raise them from the dead. It is wond​erful to know our loved ones are not left helpless. God is thinking about their bodies, and He is going to raise them from the dead.

Then we learn the lesson from verse 11 that the Presence NOW of the Holy Spirit of God in our hearts is a GUAR​ANTEE of our salvation, our eternal life, and our part in the resurrection of the believer from the dead. Isn't that a wonderful assurance? Thank God for it.

Well, we've come to the close of our time, friends. We'll continue this study. God bless you for now, and goodbye.
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