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Matthew 23:12, Mark 10:15

Speaking from the pulpit, a year after the commencement of an illness from which he ultimately died, Dr. W. B. Henson, one of our great preachers, said, "A friend asked how I felt when a man in this city, a doctor, told me that I had to go to my death. I walked five miles out of this city to where I live, looked across at that mountain I loved, I looked at the river at which I rejoiced, I looked at the stately trees, which were always God's own poetry to my soul. Then in the evening, I looked up at the sky where God was lighting His lamps, the stars, and I said, `I may not see you many more times. But Mountain, I shall be alive when you are gone. River, I shall be alive when you cease running toward the sea. Stars, I shall be alive when you have fallen from your sockets." That man knew that he belonged to Jesus, not for the years of time alone, but for eternity.

Do you belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, friend? He wants you to be saved. Have faith in Him. Come to Him as a little child, and trust Him, and He will save you. Then you will belong to the Lord Jesus.

But you will never be saved until you come in humility and simplicity. In Matthew 5 Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Are you poor, in spirit? Have you humbled yourself from ambition and pride? Have you yielded your SELF to the Lord Jesus? Jesus said, "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." Have you meekly received Jesus as your Saviour? Have you meekly acknowledged your need of Him, that you are a sinner, that you don't deserve Heaven, that you don't merit salvation? Have you come to Him that way?

One time His disciples were disputing about which of them would be the greatest in the kingdom. Jesus said, "He that is greatest among you shall be your servant." The way for us to be saved is to come to Christ.

Jesus said in Luke 18:14, speaking of how pride could shut a person out of the kingdom, "I tell you this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other." This man was the publican who beat his breast and cried, "God, be merciful to me a sinner." The other man was a Pharisee, who bragged in his prayer about how good he was. "For every person who exalteth himself," said Christ, "shall be abased. But he that humbleth himself, shall be exalted." You and I must humble ourselves, admit we are sinners, call on Jesus, as our only hope, or we will be shut out of the kingdom of God and eventually go to an awful Hell.

Jesus said in Matthew 23:12, "Whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased. He that humbleth himself shall be exalted." On more than one occasion he told the people that if they wanted to be saved, they had to humble themselves.

You remember, that when Jesus washed the feet of His disciples, Peter didn't want Him to wash his feet. Jesus said, "If I wash thee not thou hast no part with Me." There is our Saviour humbling Himself to wash the feet of His disciples. Jesus was not too proud. And you and I, friends, must not be proud, or we will not enter the kingdom of God. God hates pride. How he hates it. But, a broken and contrite spirit God will not despise, according to His Word, broken and contrite about our sins, how we have treated God and how we have treated others, our unbelief. Have we not ALL sinned and come short of the glory of God? What about that temper? What about that mistreatment of somebody? It's all sin, and sin will shut us out of God's Presence. God says that he that sins IN ONE POINT, IS GUILTY OF ALL. If you break ONE of God's commandments you are guilty OF ALL. We must come to Christ, humble ourselves, repent of our sins, and trust in His perfect righteousness in our stead.

Jesus said unto His disciples after He had washed their feet, "Know ye not what I have done unto you? Ye call Me Master and Lord, and ye say well, for so I am. And if I, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, ye ought also to wash one another's feet." Humble yourself, and help cleanse one another, in the Christian way, with the influence of a Christian life. Christ gave the example. "Do as I have done." It is not enough to read Christ's words devotionally; Jesus said He gave us the example that we should DO, that we should LIVE, that we should PUT TO ACTION what He has taught us.

"Verily, I say unto you, the servant is not greater than his Lord, nor he that serveth greater than he that sitteth. If ye know these things, happy are they that do them." Why are not some of us happy? Because we are not DOING the things the Lord told us. We haven't humbled ourselves before the Lord. And until we do, there will be no happiness, and no salvation.

Jesus pointed out that there are great men in the world and they exercise authority over other men. But Jesus said it was not to be so with His followers. It was not to be so among Christians. There were to be no "big men" exercising dominion over "little men.” It is a sin, friends, to talk about BIG Christians. Jesus said, "It shall not be so among you." Jesus said, "Whosoever will be GREAT among you, let him be your minister. Whosoever will be CHIEF among you, let him be your servant." The only way to be great in Jesus' kingdom is to be a servant of the living God, humbling ourselves to serve OTHERS.

In Luke 14 Jesus said, "When thou art bidden of a man to a wedding, sit not down in the highest room lest a more honorable man than thou be bidden of him, and he that bade thee and him to come, say to thee, Give this man place and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest place, that when he that bade thee cometh, may say unto thee, Friend, go up higher. Then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with thee? Whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted." How contradictory to the popular idea of Christianity today! How different from the teachings of Jesus! "Take the lowest place." God help us, always, to be searched by the words of Jesus. God help us to live the truths He taught. "He that exalteth himself shall be abased." "He that humbleth himself shall be exalted."

Jesus said, "Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein." Mark 10:15. Do you want to be saved? You must receive Jesus and His Salvation as though you were a little child. You have got to humble yourself, trust God, come unashamed. A little child is not ashamed to kneel and pray to Jesus. A little child is not ashamed to say that he is trusting Jesus. You and I have to come to Him as little children. "Except ye be converted and be as little children, ye shall NOT ENTER into the kingdom of heaven." “Whosoever shall humble himself as a little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven." "Verily I say unto you, whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, shall in no wise enter therein."

O, may God help us today to receive, as a little child, the things He has for us.

If you are not a Christian, you must receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour. You must receive Him for yourself. You must come to Him as a little child. There is no other way.

Jesus one time prayed (we read in Matthew 11:25 and 26), "Father, I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the WISE and PRUDENT, and has revealed them unto BABES. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Thy sight."

Why have divine truths been hidden from many of you? Because you feel you are wise, wiser than God. Your spirits are not humbled. You won't come to Him as a little child. Why are some of you saved and rejoicing in God and His Word? Because they have be​come as little children. They know and admit that they don't know anything about God and Christ and Salvation, and they come and humble themselves, and say, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner. I accept You, and I will live for You, to the best of my ability." It is such people who will be saved, people who come to the Lord in child​like faith. There is no other way, Friends.

Are you a believer on Jesus Christ? Are you willing to put away all the pride that is keeping you from Him? Is the Lord speaking to your heart about being born again? About the assurance of your salvation? Are you sure of heaven if you were to die today? Have you come to the place where, whatever else you are, you do not know you are saved? Humble yourself, and come to Him as a little child, trust Him, and He will save you. Just come. Oh, don't let pride stand in your way. Will you come? Will you do it?
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