HOW YOU MAY KNOW YOU ARE SAVED
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John 3:16

Notice the subject, "How You May KNOW You Are Saved." There are so many people troubled about this matter. Recently I went into the inquiry room in an evangelistic campaign, and I dealt with souls. I found that the majority of the people do not know how to be saved. They do not know how to know they are saved. So we are dealing with that subject now. I remember one person in that inquiry room, a big, strapping, well‑dressed, fine business man, tears in his eyes, in great distress about his soul. As I talked with him, I pointed him to John 3:16, that he could know positively that he was saved and going to heaven, that he was God's child, ready to meet the Lord.

Now we may know John 3:16 in our heads, but it is something else to know the truth in our hearts and lives. I hope we will see that today, if we haven't before, and that the truth might enter our souls so we may enjoy our salvation.

As I stood in the inquiry room and saw that crowd of people, all coming to seek the Lord and make sure about their salvation, I pointed to them individually and had them quote that great passage, "For God so loved the world ..." And I said to this business man, "Brother, you are a part of this world God loves YOU. If there hadn't been anyone else on the earth, He would have saved YOU. He loved you." Then I said, "Commonly speaking, we think of the world as a whole, as God loving people in totality. But that is not what this truth is. This means that God loves us individually. Christ died for each one of us, individually. We must be saved individually. We came into this world alone. We are going out alone. We must be saved alone. God had to save us alone. He didn't die "for everybody" in the sense of a mass of people, but for us INDIVIDUALLY. God loves YOU individually. And I said to this big fellow, "You know, it's the greatest discovery a man ever makes when he realizes that GOD loves him!" Tears came to the eyes of that big strapping businessman. And friend, that is true of YOU. God loved YOU, whoever you are listening to me now. YOU, He came to save. He came to save and redeem you unto Himself, because He loved you.

I dealt also with a husband and wife. I looked at the husband. Tears were in his eyes. I said, "This is your wife?" He said, "Yes." I said, "Does she love you?" "Yes, I think she does, Preacher." "Well," I said, "GOD loves you more than that precious wife can ever love you." I found out that he had the sense that God didn't love him because he had sinned. Oh, God loves us, friends. He loves us in spite of our sins.

You can't stop God from loving us. I have a boy at home, and you can't make me stop loving that boy. It doesn't make any difference what he does or where he goes, I'll love him; he is my son. God loves YOU. I want you to get hold of this truth, friend. God LOVES you.

A boy was dying in terror. He realized he was facing eternity, and knew he was a sinner, and he had never known the plan of salvation. A preacher, a real man of God who knew the Truth, sat down beside him and pointed out from God's Word that God LOVED him, and that boy died crying, "He loves me, He loves me," and he went into eternity victoriously, because he realized that God loved him.

What is the proof that God loves us? "God so loved the world that He GAVE His only begotten Son." He gave the dearest thing He had, His only Son. That is the proof. I have a boy and I wouldn't give him for anybody. But God gave His Son---for you. How can you deny that love, and ignore it, and pay no attention to it? How can you fail to yield to a God like that?  How can you doubt that He wants you, if He gave His own Son for you?

Paul has a tremendous argument in Romans 8 about this. He said, "If God spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him freely give us all things?" If God gave us His best, will He fail to give us anything less? No. If God gave His Son, the dearest thing to His Heart, then, friend, He'll not turn you down; He'll not turn me down, if we come to Him.

The proof then that God loves you individually, wholly apart from everyone else in the world, is this fact that He gave His only begotten Son.

Now that leads me to another point. When Jesus died on the Cross, He hung there from nine in the morning till three in the afternoon, six bloody hours, until He was dead. He came to the Cross, just for you. He had looked down the Corridor of Time and saw you, in your sins, and He saw you condemned and sentenced to eternal death, and He said, "Father, I love her, I love him. I want to die for her; I want to die for Him. I want to take their place. I want to pay, Myself, for his and her sins. I want to settle it for them." He saw all your sins from the day you were born till the day you die, every one of them---every evil thought, every evil word, every evil deed, and He didn't miss a single one. He went to the Cross and bore them all. He paid for those sins with His own Blood. So that means there is no judgment ahead, for sin. Jesus took it for us.

You see, we can't be happy, and we can't feel right, we can't be right, we can't serve God; we can't be joyous, if we think that in the future God will bring up our sins against us. But God has told us truthfully that on the Cross of Calvary, 2,000 years ago, God and Jesus got together and settled the punishment and judgment for our sins, and paid for them in full, and now They will never hold them against me, with no judgment ahead for the believer! Oh, that brings peace to my heart! My sin‑question is already settled. It isn't something I can settle. It isn't something you can settle. "Reform" won't do any good, because of the sins of the past. No. God has to blot them out. God has to take them from us. And He does when we put our personal faith and trust in Christ. Isn't that wonderful? Jesus paid it all! He didn't pay just half, and leave the other half to us; no, Jesus paid it ALL. Complete payment! On the Cross of Calvary He finished the work. Salvation is not "doing"; salvation is "done.” You cannot settle your sin‑question yourself. All you can do is come to Jesus and accept His free and FULL FORGIVENESS.

But you may say, "Preacher, how can I be SURE, and know without a shadow of doubt that I AM SAVED?" Well, the next part of this promise says, "That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish."

All over this city people are perish​ing. All over the world multitudes are perishing. They are in their sins. They do not love God and the Bible and prayer and spiritual things. They give no true evidence of salvation. They are perishing; they are going to Hell.  But, in the midst of this world of people, there is a group who are not going to Hell; they are going to heaven. These people are forgiven of their sins. They are children of God. They are saved. Who are these? They are "believers.” "Whosoever BELIEVETH IN HIM shall NOT perish."

What does it mean to "believe" in Jesus? This is the one great point that settles it all! It means that you have come to Jesus and said to Him "Lord Jesus, I cannot save my soul. My mother, my father, my husband, my wife, and my children---none of these can save me. My friends cannot save me. No angel in heaven can save me. YOU, Lord, are the One who opens and shuts the Gate of Heaven. YOU are the only One Who can save my soul. I want to be saved. I want to KNOW that I am saved. So I come now to YOU. In simple faith I turn my soul over to You, for safe‑keeping, believing that You love me, believing that You'll take care of me in life and in death and bring me safely Home to heaven. Lord, I just turn myself over to You, in a definite act of faith." Friend, when you do that, you are SAVED. I say it to you on the authority of God.

"Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish." Who said that? GOD said it. Where? In the Bible, His Word. So our assurance is the Word of God. We know we are saved because GOD SAYS SO. I say it reverently, God says so, and He is a "Gentleman" and will not lie. God CANNOT lie. GOD is the One Who saves. God is the One Who opens and shuts the Gate of Heaven. And if God says that the believer is saved, the believer is saved. He says that if you believe in Jesus, that is, you have turned over yourself to Him in simple faith and trust, for eternity, simply trusting your soul to Him, then GOD SAYS you shall NOT PERISH. You are SAFE. You've met God's conditions. God said it and He cannot lie. God said it and He cannot fail.

So you are saved because God says so.

Someone may say, "I heard someone talking about having a wonderful ‘experience’. . ." That has nothing to do with it. When you BELIEVE IN JESUS, YOU ARE SAVED, experience or no experience.

You say, "I don't have any particular feeling; I don't ‘feel’ that I am saved. . ." Feelings come and go; the fact remains that God's Word says you are SAVED if you believe in Jesus. That settles it, apart from experience or feeling. Isn't God's Word THAT YOU ARE enough? I'd rather have God's Word for it than anything else. I am willing to die on God's Word, for I know God will keep His Word. And as sure as God keeps His Word, I am going to heaven. Feeling or no feeling, vision or no vision, experience or no experience, I have definitely turned my soul over to Jesus Christ, into His care and keeping, believing that He loved me and died for me. Being God, He will not fail me.

Now, that isn't all; that is negative. "Shall not perish, BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE." Why, I've seen people's faces light up when they saw that truth! The gift of God to them is Everlasting Life! It's a Gift! You don't work for a gift. You don't try to pay for a gift. All you do is receive it. You just take it. And the minute you "take" God's Gift of Salvation that same minute you "have" everlasting life.

Does that mean you have that everlasting life for two years? For six months? No. Is everlasting life simply our life‑span? No. Is everlasting life a thousand years? No. EVER‑lasting life is EVERLASTING, NEVER‑ENDING, life FOREVER, the life of God Himself, which is ETERNAL. And it is yours and mine the minute we put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ!

Oh, friends, how WONDERFUL it is to be saved, and to KNOW it. How WONDERFUL to trust in God's Word and know He will not fail. If you have never put your trust in Him before, in a definite act of committal, trusting Him to save your soul for eternity, will you do it now? Say, "Lord Jesus, as best I know how I do accept You as my personal Saviour. I believe You died for me on that Cross, and that You took my sins, and my judgment, and my punishment, and my Hell, and that You died in my place. I do now commit unto You my salvation. I surrender my life to You intending to love and serve You the rest of my days, and when I die, I trust You to take me Home to Heaven. You loved me and died for me. Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul. You said You would, and I believe Your Word. Thank You, Lord. In Your Blessed Name."

If you did that, sincerely and earnestly, I say to you on the authority of God's Word, you are saved.

Will you not take His Word now, and read what God has said to you? It is written for your assurance, and instruction, and inspiration and guidance. Will you do it?
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