Sermon By Dr. Jesse M. Hendley

October 11, 1907---November 30, 1994

HOW YOU MAY BE SAVED FROM HELL

AND GO TO HEAVEN

FIRST, YOU MUST REALIZE YOU ARE LOST!

GOD says YOU are:

Born in Sin (Ps. 51:5)

Dead in Sin (Eph, 2:1)

Without God! (Eph. 2:12)

Facing physical death ALONE and immediate HELL (Lk. 16:22, 23)

After Death JUDGMENT! (Heb. 9:27 Rev. 20:11-15)

After Judgment the LAKE OF FIRE FOREVER (Rev. 20:15)

This is the horrible condition of EVERY MAN, woman, boy and girl above the age of accountability who has never repented his or her sins, received Jesus as Lord and Saviour and having confessed Him openly before men are following Him in a life of obedience to His will found in the Bible!

I will quote and explain these solemn passages that you may see the desperate place you are in each moment!

YOU ARE:

FIRST‑--BORN IN SIN!

"In sin did my mother conceive me." (Ps. 51:5). Every baby soon manifests SIN in its heart even before it learns to talk, displaying temper, disobedience and selfishness. It is not taught these things--‑SIN is in its heart from birth (Ps. 58 :3‑4 ).

then YOU are:​---Condemned already (Jn, 3:18) 

SECOND‑--DEAD IN SIN!

"AND YOU . . . DEAD IN TRESPASSES AND SINS" (Eph, 2:1). This is SPIRITUAL DEATH--‑while you are Physically alive! Sins unforgiven! No hope of Heaven; No love of the Bible, Prayer and the people of God! Rejecting Christ as Saviour, the Holy Spirit as Comforter and shutting GOD out of your life you are DEAD!

When breath is absent from your physical body it is DEAD!

When the Spirit of God is absent from your SOUL it is DEAD!

Lk. 15:32‑Until you cease wandering and return "Home" to God you are "Dead."

Jn. 5:24‑Until you "Hear" God's word and "Believingly" act on it "YOU ARE DEAD!"

Jn. 6:53‑Until you trust only Christ's torn body and shed blood alone YOU ARE DEAD!

Eph. 5:14‑Until you AWAKE about your lost condition and misery YOU ARE DEAD!

I Tim. 5:6‑As long as you live only for the pleasure of this world YOU ARE DEAD!

Jas. 5:20‑Until you are "Converted" (turn back to God) from your present way of error YOU ARE DEAD!

I Jn. 3:14‑As long as you "love not" God you are remaining in a state of Death!

Rev. 3:1‑Many church members and religious people who "have a name to live" are Dead!

THIRD--- YOU ARE ALSO “WITHOUT GOD!"

At that time (before conversion) ye were WITHOUT GOD (Php, 2:12).

This means literally, "apart from God" or "cut‑off" from God! Your unforgiven sins force Him to take sides against you! God is AGAINST YOU! His WRATH is upon you NOW because of your :

(1)UNBELIEF (Refusing to believe on Jesus). (Jn. 3:36)

(2)UNGODLINESS (Ignoring God and His Will for you. (Rom. 1 :18)

(3)IMPENITENCE (You refuse to His command to repent). (Rom. 2:5‑Acts 17:30)

God has "WRATH" against you. Romans 1:18

God is a "TERROR" to the unsaved. (II Cor. 5 :11)

God is "FEARFUL"  to meet unsaved! (Heb. 10:31).

God is a "Consuming FIRE" (Heb. 12: 28‑29)

"If God be for US (Christian) who can be against us." Rom. 8:31)

BUT

"If God be AGAINST YOU (who are impenitent) who can be FOR you" (When He JUDGES YOU)?

then YOU are

FOURTH--- "CONDEMNED ALREADY”

"He THAT BELIEVETH NOT (refuseth to believe) IS CONDEMNED ALREADY." (Jn. 3.18)

Yonder in the death cell is a prisoner who has broken the law. He killed a man, He was tried. Found GUILTY. The solemn hour comes when the JUDGE must pass SENTENCE upon him. There is a solemn hush over the court room as the JUDGE slowly pronounces the doom of the prisoner. "The jury has found you guilty and THE PUNISHMENT FOR YOUR CRIME IS DEATH. I therefore SENTENCE YOU to die"‑--The doomed man turns pale THAT MAN IS YOU -‑‑ My unsaved friend. You have broken the Laws of Heaven, and the JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH has already sentenced YOU. You are to DIE! You're to Die the SECOND DEATH! The SECOND DEATH is THE LAKE OF FIRE! (Rev. 20:15). You're under a brief respite but God knows the day, hour, the minute and the very second when your probation ends and your sentence is to be executed! You're even now in your death‑cell awaiting the day of your execution! "CONDEMNED ALREADY."

FIFTH---YOU ARE FACING PHYSICAL DEATH ALONE, THEN IMMEDIATE HELL!

"THE RICH MAN DIED . . . WAS BURIED . . . IN HELL." Lk. 16:22). Jesus here tells us that which happens to the soul at death. The SAVED MAN at Death has angels waiting to take him to "Abraham's Bosom;" the place where the SAVED are in COMFORT! NOT SO THE UNSAVED! He has no angels to receive him. He has refused to obey God and REPENT (16:30) and now God ignores him! His body goes back to the dust BUT HIS SOUL IS IMMEDIATELY IN HELL IN CONSCIOUS AND UNENDING TORMENT!  Thank God those who repent and have the Lord as their Shepherd  can say "though I walk through the valley of the shadow of Death I WILL FEAR NO EVIL FOR THOU ART WITH ME!" A few months ago I stood by the bedside of a little ten year old boy as he breathed his last breath! Beside him stood his mother who brought him into the world and had tenderly cared for him, and a Daddy who had loved and supported him through the years but they were helpless to aid him now! And as she cried, "Oh, sonny‑boy, how can I go home without you!" I rejoiced in my soul that this was not the wail of despair but only temporary separation, for this boy "died in the Lord." He had repented. Confessed Jesus as Lord and his Father and Mother were Saved! Praise God! As I stood there I felt I could almost  envision the angels hovering about that bed as they did when they received Lazarus! When earthly hands had ministered their last aid to the dying child of God the heavenly ministers bore the Soul and Spirit into the presence of JESUS! (Heb. 2:14, 

II Cor. 5:8).

BUT THIS IS NOT FOR YOU who refuse to repent! "He DIED . . . was BURIED . . . IN HELL!" This awaiteth you at Death! Refuse Jesus NOW. He will REFUSE YOU then!

SIXTH--- AFTER DEATH YOU ARE FACING JUDGMENT." (Heb. 9:27)

"THE DEAD WERE JUDGED OUT OF THOSE THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOKS . . . ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS . . . (Rev. 20:11‑15). Are you willing for every thought you've ever had to be made known to even your dearest friends and loved ones? How about every word you've ever spoken being broadcast everywhere? Or the hidden deeds of your life, would you like them to be aired in the newspapers where everyone would know just what you are? NO! You shrink back, and yet THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT YOU ARE FACING AFTER DEATH! The angel records ALL YOUR WORKS in the books of heaven! (Rev. 20:12, Dan. 7:9‑19) and God says that "whatsoever ye have spoken in the darkness (of sin) shall be heard in the light (of heaven) and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets (injuring and harming others) shall be proclaimed upon the house tops.” . . . FOR GOD SAYS, “THERE IS NOTHING COVERED that shall not BE REVEALED, NEITHER HID, THAT SHALL NOT BE MADE KNOWN." (Lk. 12:2 and 3)

BUT THERE WILL BE NO CHRISTIAN THERE! No man who repents and confesses Jesus and has been born again will be there. FOR THE CHRISTIANS' SINS WERE BORNE AND JUDGED IN THE BODY OF JESUS ON THE CROSS AND HE "COMETH NOT INTO JUDGMENT." (Jn. 5:24). "There IS therefore NOW NO CONDEMNATION to those in Christ Jesus." (Romans 8:1). And when a sinner confesses his sin, God "Cleanses Him from ALL unrighteousness" so his sins are blotted out! BUT NOT YOURS, MY UNSAVED FRIEND, YOU WILL DIE IN YOUR SINS AND MEET EVERY ONE OF THEM IN JUDGMENT. (Jn. 8 :24).

SEVENTH---“YOU WILL BE CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE WHERE YOU WILL SPEND ETERNITY." (Rev. 20:15).

The last two Chapters of the Bible give the Eternal State of every soul God has ever created! There are only TWO places! THE LAKE OF FIRE for the UNSAVED and the HOLY CITY for the saved! FRIEND, where will you be a million years from now?  Where, if you should die this moment?

We are not all going to the same place! Are you willing to be FOREVER what you are NOW?

ETERNITY! ETERNITY What a solemn word!

YOU are traveling towards ETERNITY. Time is not flying, YOU are flying! Our "days are numbered!" "They are swifter than the post." (Job 9). Every day, hour, minute, second brings us nearer ETERNITY! And there are only TWO ROADS leading into Eternity, "The way of the UNGODLY" and the "WAY of the RIGHTEOUS." (Ps. 1:6). The UNGODLY are "THE BROAD WAY" that leads to DESTRUCTION; the other road, the straight and narrow way"  ends in "LIFE." (Matt. 7 :13‑14)

Oh. Unsaved Friend, Your road is leading you to THE LAKE OF FIRE!

Who are going there? The answer is found in Rev. 21:9.

"THE FEARFUL" ‑ Cowards ‑ People afraid to confess Jesus openly as Saviour. If He died for us in shame before a mocking world we should Confess Him.

"THE UNBELIEVING"‑Those refusing to believe in Jesus and trust Him as their Sin-bearer, their Saviour, their only Hope of Heaven.

"THE ABOMINABLE"‑Those living in open sin.

"MURDERERS"‑Who refuse to repent. 

"WHOREMONGERS"‑Who refuse to be clean.

"SORCERERS" and "IDOLATERS."-SHALL HAVE THEIR PART IN THE LAKE OF FIRE WHICH BURNETH WITH FIRE AND BRIMSTONE WHICH IS THE "SECOND DEATH!" AND THERE THEY SUFFER FOREVER!

I read of "Unquenchable Fire," (Matt. 3:12).

I read of "Everlasting Punishment," (Matt. 25.46).

I read of "Everlasting Darkness," Jude 6).

I read of "Everlasting Fire;" (Matt. 25:41).

I read of "Everlasting Sin;" Mk. 3:29).

I read of "Everlasting Chains;" (Jude 6).

I read of a PIT THAT HAS NO BOTTOM, a WORM that never dies and FIRE that never goes out!

A GREAT GULF, Fixed, cannot be measured, eternal, with no bridge and no possibility of you crossing it once you die in your sins.

I read of a FLAME (Lk. 16) and of "TORMENT" that is never relieved!

I read of cries for MERCY in a place where PRAYER for your loved ones is never answered!

And throughout ETERNITY yours shall be that HEART‑SOB of a GODFORSAKEN SOUL, "MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?"

AND THERE IS NO SECOND CHANCE!" Your eternal State is FIXED at Death!

For God says "The Great Gulf is FIXED and remain FIXED! (Perfect Tense). (Lk, 16:26).

Oh! Happy is the soul who can say in truth and on the brink of Eternity, "Thou WILT NOT LEAVE MY SOUL IN HELL." (Ps. 16).

SURELY, my Unsaved Friend, in the light of your lost condition as revealed in these statements from God's Eternal Word YOU'LL CRY OUT "WHAT SHALL I DO TO BE SAVED."

GOD TELLS YOU HOW TO BE SAVED!

FIRST‑He says He gave His Son for YOU"‑--to die for YOUR sins.

As YOUR substitute ‑ He exchanged places with you​.

He took YOUR SINS and you got HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS!

DO YOU BELIEVE THIS‑--THAT HE DIED FOR YOU?

Then there are only FOUR things for you to do: 

FIRST‑REPENT of your sins! You do this by CONFESSING them TO GOD and FORSAKING them forever by His help! (I Jn. 1:9).

SECOND‑BELIEVE‑--That is you are "putting your confidence in," "Relying on," "committing your Soul to," the Lord Jesus for Time. and Eternity, TRUSTING His Death on the cross and Shed blood for you as YOUR ONLY HOPE OF HEAVEN! (John 3 :16).

THIRD‑SURRENDER‑Your life to Him as a living sacrifice--‑"Receiving Him into your heart." (Jn. 1 :12) To live in you His own blessed Life. I Cor. 6:19, Col. 1:27).

FOURTH‑CONFESS‑Him before men as your LORD (Master). Rom. 10:9).

If you sincerely do these four things you may KNOW You are saved eternally.

And to help you do this NOW I am giving you the outline of a Prayer that if sincerely prayed, with the whole heart, will settle the question of your salvation! It is based on the Publican's prayer found in Luke 18. May I suggest you go to your knees in a secret place (so many times bent knees mean a bent heart)and Call upon Him saying:

"Oh, God. Be merciful to ME THE Sinner, and Forgive ME right NOW for Jesus' Sake!'

Then "Lord Jesus, I do receive YOU now as MY PERSONAL SAVIOUR, believing You died for ME on the cross, and that You took My Judgment, MY Punishment, My Hell, and ALL MY SINS, in your own body on the cross so that God can freely forgive ME NOW, and I do Surrender MY body to you as a living sacrifice trusting you to come in and live your life in ME the rest of my days and when You call ME home I am trusting You to take ME HOME TO HEAVEN where I will spend Eternity with You and all the redeemed, who have sincerely repented and trusted You as their Saviour!

Thank you, Lord, for Saving ME, in Jesus' Name, Amen!"

If you do this SINCERELY, YOU ARE SAVED, for GOD SAYS, When you "CONFESS" your sins He immediately FORGIVES and CLEANSES YOU from ALL your Unrighteousness. (I John 1:9).

You "Confessed" and God says the minute you did HE FORGAVE YOU and not only so, but HE took His eraser and "BLOTTED OUT" every Sinful word, thought and deed you've committed which was recorded against you in heaven. You're NOW as CLEAN AS ANY ANGEL OF GOD and can die and walk the streets of Gold PERFECT from ALL sin. You're as "RIGHTEOUS as GOD HIMSELF" (II Cor. 5:21) and stand before God AS PERFECT AS JESUS, for He says "AS HE (CHRIST) IS SO ARE WE IN THIS WORLD" (I John 4:17). And all this is FREE! (Rom. 3:24). I PRAISE GOD, THE SIN QUESTION IS SETTLED FOREVER! For NOW, if you should stumble into sin, being now a child of God, you will be grieved and will confess it quickly and be forgiven with restored fellowship with God!

YOU NOW HAVE "EVERLASTING LIFE:" John 3:16. You don't have to wait until you die to get it. God gave it to you the moment you "Believed," (i.e., definitely put your trust in Jesus as your Saviour. God says that Now you shall “NOT” perish) i.e., not go to HELL) but He Now guarantees you EVERLASTING LIFE! And all this by your simply Believing that He "LOVED" you and "Gave Jesus on the Cross as your substitute and sin‑bearer!"

YOU are NOW a "SON OF GOD." (Jn. 1:15). For you have, by simply trusting God's word, "RECEIVED" Jesus as your Saviour by "BELIEVING" what His Name stands for i.e., SAVIOUR! And not only are you called a "Son of God" but YOU ARE for He has given you "POWER" to "BECOME" a child of God by imparting His Nature to you and you are now BORN OF GOD ! (Jn. 1:12‑14).

NOW that you are saved you want to continue to "grow in Grace" by doing four things:

Spend at least 30 minutes to an hour in worship. 

FIRST‑Reading the Word of God (The Bible) to obey it!

SECOND-Talk with Him in holy prayer.

THIRD‑Talk to OTHERS about their souls‑You are His witness.

FOURTH‑Go to Church regularly for Christian fellowship!

If you do these things you will never stumble !" And keep in mind you must "STAND BEFORE THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST TO GIVE ACCOUNT OF YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFE"---So may you "fight the good fight of the Faith" and win that "Well done, good and faithful servant" that awaits those who "Work" faithfully with the talents God has given them and you shall not be ashamed to stand before Him at His coming! (I John 2:28, II Cor. 5:10).
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