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Romans 8

If you have your Bibles, friends, turn with me now to Romans the 8th chapter, and we are continuing this wonderful study of spiritual truth. We read, "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death." 

Now we found out that when we are in Christ Jesus, when we accept Him as Saviour and Lord, we are not condemned. The reason we aren't is that God places His Spirit within our hearts with His rule and authority and power to help us live the life pleasing to God that frees us from the Law of Sin that enters into death. We don't have to face sin. We can live a life by the power of the Spirit that is pleas​ing to God. There is no excuse for a believer not living the Christian life because he has an Aide, a Helper, in the Holy Ghost.  

Verse 3. "For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit." Now here we read of what the Law could not do. Literally, the impossibility of the Law, what the Law found impossible to do. Again I repeat, look out for people who are always trying to get back under Law, Law being the main theme in their preaching and teaching. Look out for them. Instead of Grace! In​stead of the Spirit!  

Here we read of the impossibility of the Law to help us, because of the weakness of our flesh. The Law couldn't help us. God did what the Law could not do---through His Son. "God, sending His own Son . . "

Literally this means, "His own pecu​liar Son." The Greek word translated "His" is emphatic: His own, peculiar Son. God sent HIS SON. Jesus is the Son of God in a way that you and I never can be. He is the Son of God from Eternity. We are moving in the realm of mystery there. But God had only ONE Son in the fullest sense of the Word, and that Son was the Lord Jesus Christ. He was the Son of God as you and I never have been and never will be. We become sons of God by adoption and by divine nature. But we are not the sons of God exactly like the Lord Jesus is the Son of God. "God, sending His own Son. . ." What the law couldn't do GOD DID DO by sending His own Son. So there is no salvation except in the Son.

"God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh." It is an im​portant passage here. "In the likeness of sinful flesh." The flesh of Christ was like ours except in one point: it was not sinful. He never was sinful. Ours is sinful flesh. His was JUST flesh. His incarnation brought Him in contact with sin but never was He sin​ful. The DEITY of Jesus, the HOLI​NESS of Jesus, the PERFECTION of Jesus, is taught us constantly. Sin never touched Him. Isn't that wonderful?

Sin has touched us, but not Jesus! That is why He is a perfect Saviour for us. Only a sinless person could save a sinful person. That is the Lord Jesus.

Now Jesus came in the LIKENESS of sinful flesh. It doesn't say He came IN SINFUL FLESH, because that would make Him a sinner. But He came IN THE LIKENESS of sinful flesh. And He came FOR SIN. That is, to settle the sin-question. This phrase is constantly used in the Old Testament for the sin-offering, more than fifty times in Leviticus alone, the Greek phrase for the Hebrew, "For SIN, con​cerning SIN." The ritual of the sin​ offering set forth in Leviticus the 4th chapter tells us how the lamb died for the sinner and the sinner went free by identifying himself with his lamb. And Jesus is the Lamb of God who died for us. When we identify our​selves with Him He becomes our Sin​ offering, the Offering that settled the sin-question. "For SIN." Jesus came the first time FOR SIN, concerning SIN, settling the SIN question.

Now if Jesus DID what He CAME to do, then the sin question can never be charged against us, because He settled it. That is the heart of the Gospel. Jesus died FOR SIN. All of our sins. He SETTLED our sins and blotted them out as far as we are con​cerned.

Now "God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh (in sending Him for sin, to settle it) condemned sin in the flesh." There we read that God condemned sin. Now up in Romans 8:1 we read, "There is now no condemn​ation to them which are in Christ Jesus." We are sinners but we are IN CHRIST JESUS and there is therefore NO CONDEMNATION. God didn't condemn the sinner. God condemned SIN. But when a sinner PERSISTS in his sin and refuses Christ and DIES without Christ, then God must condemn the sinner WITH his sin. That is the Great White Throne Judgment. There the sinner is condemned for his sin, the deeds done according to his works, deeds written in the books according to his works. He will be judged.  

Here at the Cross of Christ God con​demned, or passed sentence upon, SIN. God condemned then NOT MAN but SIN in Christ's death on the Cross. The death of Christ has power for us be​cause it was the death of His flesh, and by means of death He broke the power of sin on us forever! Isn't that wonder​ful? God doesn't condemn the sinner that believes. God does condemn the sinner that doesn't believe. John 3:18, "He that believeth not is condemned already." But "he that believeth is not condemned."

Everybody in Atlanta today is either condemned or uncondemned by GOD. Everybody in Richmond is either con​demned or uncondemned by God. Everybody all over the earth is either condemned or uncondemned. EVERY PERSON. Now those who are "in Christ" are NOT CONDEMNED because God condemned THEIR sin IN CHRIST'S BODY, in Christ's flesh at the Cross. God passed sentence on my sins at the Cross, so He will never pass it on me at death or at any future judgment day. I shall come not into judgment; I have PASSED from death unto life. John 5:24. That is true of every BELIEVER! Isn't that wonder​ful, that God condemned SIN at the Cross?

Now notice verse 4. The REASON God sent His Son, sent Him for sin, condemned sin in His body on the Cross, was in order THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW MIGHT BE FULFILLED IN US, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. The righteousness of the Law! To dikaioma, that which is laid down as RIGHT, by the law. The righteous​ness, which is required by the law, is ful​filled, not by us---we don't strain to do it---but fulfilled in us! We don't strive. We don't strain. We simply keep on walking by the rule of the Spirit, not the rule of the flesh. We let the Spirit rule us. We keep in contact with Jesus and with the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit of Jesus in us gives us the power and lives through us the Christian life that keeps God's laws, lives the life that is well-pleasing to God. We are not under Law, but the RIGHTEOUSNESS re​quired by the Law is FULFILLED IN US BY THE INDWELLING SPIRIT in our lives. Isn't that wonderful? There is the life of victory! The life of the SPIRIT!

What a difference then between the victory here in Romans 8, and Romans 7 ("0 wretched man that I am!") as he tries to work it out in his own flesh. But here we have the Holy Spirit of God helping him to work it out.

Here is a very important passage, Romans 8:5 through 11. We have here the life in the flesh and the life in the Spirit contrasted. "For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of flesh, but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carn​ally minded is death, but to be spirit​ually minded is life and peace, because the carnal mind is at enmity against God, it is not subject to the law of God neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God."

I wish I could write the word THINK, for that is what we have here. "They that are after the flesh, do MIND the things of the flesh, and they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit." MINDING the things of the flesh, and (some people) MINDING the things of the Spirit. Now the word for MIND has to do with THINKING. How a per​son THINKS is all-important in living the Christian life. The Greek word means "to set their minds or hearts upon" from phronein. The whole ac​tion of the phren or mind. It refers to the affections, thinking, willing, and reason​ing. As a man THINKETH IN HIS HEART, so is he. Some people think we are foolish when we talk about dirty books in the MIND, reading filthy books, salacious books, obscene books. That's what makes people do the things they do: they MIND the flesh! They constantly think the things of the FLESH. Now you and I are constantly thinking either the things of the Spirit or the things of the flesh. If it's the things of the Spirit it is LIFE; if it is the things of the flesh it's DEATH.

Now in Matthew 6:23 the Lord Jesus reproved Peter when he said, "Lord, you can't go to the Cross! Be that far from you!" Jesus rebuked him and said, "Get thee behind me, Satan." You are not thinking the things of God but the things of men! Peter was thinking the things of men, not the things of God, things that pleased men, not the things that pleased God. He was moved to act like men unregene​rate, blind and dead, rather than like God. How many people are in that con​dition today? We are to be constantly thinking that which the Spirit would have us think, that which is holy, and righteous, and true. Oh, what a desper​ate hour we are living in!

Jesus Christ put it in these words, "I do always those things that please Him." I wish each one of us could have a big plaque or a big card with these beautiful words on it: I DO ALWAYS THE THINGS THAT PLEASE HIM. When we get up in the morning we should see that card. It ought to be on our mirror somewhere. Or, we could just write out the passage and put it on our mirror so that in the morning when we get up and tie our ties or fix our faces we could look in the mirror and be reminded of that passage and BEGIN THE DAY with that thought: "Today my life will be blessed just in the measure that I always do the things that PLEASE HIM." That PLEASE GOD. We should turn away from the things that displease God. How we need it!

What are you "THINKING"? As a man thinketh in his heart so is he. A man who thinks evil is an evil man. A man who thinks righteous is a righteous man. A man who thinks godly is a god​ly man. We are moved to action by our THOUGHTS, our desires and purposes and affections. When they are right WE'LL be right. When they are wrong WE'LL be wrong.

"MINDING the things of the flesh." That is a grievous thing in the church today. I was in a revival meeting in Texas and the pastor said that a lady called him about appearing on a tele​vision panel on a Wednesday Prayer Meeting night. The pastor said, "Another thing that has grieved me, some of our people have planned a party for Saturday night with our revival meeting going on in the church." What were they doing? "Minding the things of the flesh." Thinking the things of men, not the things of God. Not putting God First. The first Fri​day night we were in that meeting, there was a football game and most all of the young people went and there was a very small group at the church. Believe me, the next Friday night they were at the church because I warned them about thinking the things of the flesh and thinking the things of God, the things of men and the things of the Spirit, the fact that JESUS is to be LORD in our lives. Many of those young people came to me and said, "We are putting the Lord first in our lives from now on." There were tears. I have seen that also in other meetings. Young people have come to me in tears say​ing, "I haven't been putting Jesus first in my life, but by God's help I am going to do it from now on. I am going to think the things of God, not the things of men."

My friends, no man is a Christian who is constantly keeping his mind on the things of men and the flesh, rather than the things of God and the Spirit. The motto of our lives ought to be of Jesus: "I do always those things that please Him."

I pray God that He will speak to our hearts through this important passage of Scripture. Some of you need to go alone right now and pray, "0 God, I have been guilty of filling my mind with thoughts that are displeasing to You. I haven't tried to please You in my THINKING as well as my actions." Be​loved, that is where action comes from! God searches your thoughts. God looks at our minds and our thoughts. He sees them. We ARE responsible for what we think! Is our mind "a cage of unclean birds?" It is with multitudes. If you read everything on the newsstands to​day it will be. God help us to think only those things that please God and His Spirit, read only those books that please God and His Spirit, go only to those places that please God and His Spirit, and put the LORD FIRST.
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