HOW TO SAY “NO” TO SIN
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Romans 6:6

Friends, I want to speak to you about a matter that is very important to all of us as Christians, and that is the matter of VICTORY OVER SIN.

I have a letter where a friend writes, "If you can, please help me. I desire your prayers. I am a Christian. I have had many prayers answered and have felt the filling of the Spirit of Christ. But there are things that I have let happen in my life that are un-Christian, and I cannot understand my weakness. It makes me doubt my Christianity at times. Why do I find myself in these situations? I feel condemned over this sin. Yet I did it. It is not the first time I have done wrong. I am not constant in doing these things, but I do find myself doing them at times. Why? I have served in the church, but I feel unwor​thy. Please answer my letter as soon as possible. Pray for my companion, under conviction, not a Christian, who does not know of this. I do not want to be a stumbling block to my loved one. Help me to understand myself."

Common Problem 

Friends, this is a problem facing many, many Christians. But God gives us the answer to it in His Word. This person recognizes this thing as a sin and refers to it as "my weakness." "I do things that are wrong. There has been dishonesty in my life and I don't know why I do these things."

The Bible Explains It

Well, the reason a Christian does these things is that within is a dual per​sonality. If you are a Christian, you have a new life in Christ, but you still have an old nature. Our old nature, friends, will be with us until we see Jesus face to face! That is why I have said so often that a child of God is capable of doing anything any unsaved person has ever done if he lets the old nature get the upper hand by neglect of prayer and Bible reading and daily commitment to Christ. When a Christian becomes careless in his Christian life, the first thing he knows is, he has done wrong.

David Sinned

Whoever would have thought that David, a man after God's own heart, would have committed adultery? He broke up another man's home and was responsible for the murder of the woman's husband. That was a terrible blot in David's life. God put the pres​sure on him, and he sincerely repented and came back to God, and God for​gave him, but oh, the agony, the shame, the remorse! He cried out, "Blot OUT my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. " (Psalm 51.) He knew that only GOD could wash him clean from SIN. And God DID. Then he cried out, "Blessed is the man whose transgression is FORGIVEN, whose sin is COV​ERED. "

David Not Lost

Now, although David sinned griev​ously, he was not lost. He was a saved man when he committed the sin. A saved man CAN sin grievously. But he came back to the Lord. When he did, he didn't pray, "Lord, restore unto me Thy salvation." He prayed, "Restore unto me THE JOY of Thy salvation. " He had not lost his salvation; he had lost his joy.

A lot of people don't understand this. But we don't have to understand it; we just know it is so, for it is the Word of God.

The Old Nature

An unsaved person has only one nature, the old nature. We are born with it. It is the nature that will break out into sin. It is ungodly. It cannot please the Lord no matter how we try to re​form it and fix it up. It is the nature of SIN. "They that are in the flesh can​not please God " So people with only the old nature are lost and undone, displeasing to the Lord, already under con​demnation, and on their way to hell. They have not been born from above. 

The New Nature

But when you are saved, born again, born from above, by the Word and by the Spirit through faith in Christ, you become partaker of a New Nature, the Nature of God. God gives you His Nature. The old nature is not destroyed at that point. It will not be destroyed until we see the Lord face to face. "We shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is. " At our death or at His re​turn, we will lose that old nature and have nothing but the New Nature. The New Nature is going into heaven. It is absolutely perfect. That is why heaven is a perfect place!

Why Is Heaven Perfect? Christians are dying every day. Christians die and go into heaven. Why don't they mess it up? Why don't they commit the sins that Christians commit down here in this present world? Why don't they fail God up there as we fail God down here? It is because they have lost the old nature, at last! Now that they have seen Jesus, are like Jesus, and are with Jesus, they are perfect. They please God perfectly. They didn't take the old nature in. It was destroyed when they saw Jesus face to face!

Spirit Versus Flesh

Our radio friend has put here on paper an example of the teaching of Galatians 5:17 "The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: these are CON​TRARY the one to the other: "

It is up to us whether we walk in the flesh or in the Spirit. I can have victory over that old nature or I can yield to it, one of the two. Every day we make spiritual decisions, large and small. We either go the way of the old nature, or we look to the Spirit of God for victory and let Him have His way in us.

The reason we HAVE this conflict is that we are Christians. It reveals that you ARE a Christian if you have two natures! An unsaved person doesn't have any conflict. He just goes on and lives his life. He is afraid of the CON​SEQUENCES of sin, yes, but he is not troubled about his sinful nature. This letter reveals, not worry over the con​sequences of sin, but that there is sin in the life at all, and it brings distress of heart! My beloved friend, that is proof that you have the New Nature that you have been born again. As you say, you ARE a child of God.

Now there is victory for you over this sin.

No Christian is Sinless

First, God tells us in His Word that no Christian in this world is absolutely sinless. In First John 1:8 the Bible says, "If we say we have NO SIN, we de​ceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. " The Apostle John says this, together with every Christian. That means that if any one of us (who are Christians) makes the statement that we have no sin, it is untrue. We are only deceiving ourselves. The very best Christian in the world is not sinless!

What To Do When We Sin 

Second, God tells us what we are to do when we sin. First John 1:9, "If we (Christians) confess our sins (to Him), He is faithful and just to for​give us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. " God is FAITHFUL to forgive and JUST to forgive. So the minute we confess our sins to Him, we are forgiven. We can rise to our feet saying, "Thank You, Father, for forgiving me and cleansing me from these sins I have confessed to you from my heart."

We are to be specific before the Lord. "Lord, I sinned in that thought ... I sinned in that dishonesty ... I sinned when I said that thing ... I sinned when I did that act . . ..”

Beloved, we don't have to crawl on the floor, tear our hair, and be afraid of God our Father as a criminal before a judge who is going to sentence us to death. We are to remember, "I am a child before my Father, and it is a father's joy to forgive his child."

When we sin against our Father, He doesn't send us to prison or execute us. He FORGIVES us! How we should love Him for it!

Read it again-First John 1:9. We simply admit to Him that we have sinned against Him. "Father, I have sinned, but I thank you that Jesus has already paid for this sin, so that you can forgive me right now as I confess it to you. You have said here in Your Word that you are faithful to forgive."

"Faithful" means that He will do it every time. "Just" means that He is right in doing so, that He would be wrong if He didn't because Christ has died for these very sins. He died for ALL the sins of our ENTIRE life.

Some people never see that. Some people, though they see it, don't really believe it and therefore don't enter into the joy of forgiveness. Have you ever really believed that the reason Jesus died was to forgive YOU of YOUR sins? He died for all your past, present, and future sins.

"Oh," you say, "if it's that easy, some people will go out and sin. If all they have to do is `confess,' they will live careless lives."

The very realization of our true re​lationship to God, as a child to the Fa​ther, and of His love for us, is a great DETERRENT to sin! We don't want to sin!

No, if we do that it just proves we don't love Him! I don't want to go out here and sin because I know that Jesus Christ, my Savior, has already paid for the sins of my life. I remember what it COST Jesus to make my forgiveness possible. Rather than sinning more, I want to sin as little as possible, because I love Him!

But God not only forgives; He cleanses us from all unrighteousness when we confess our sins to Him. And I can say to this dear radio friend, and to any of you, the minute you confessed your sin to God, He forgave you and cleansed you.

Now, since you have God's Word for it that you are FORGIVEN, why should you go on worrying about it? Why should you suffer any more about it? Why don't you say, "Father, THANK YOU for forgiving me. THANK YOU for the Blood of Christ that cleanses me from all sin," and refuse to go around feeling condemned and unforgiven? You've BEEN to the High​est Court in the land, you've GONE to Almighty God, and if He says you are forgiven and cleansed, you must BE​LIEVE Him!

There is not a sin left when God cleanses us. There is not a spot left. We are as though we had never sinned, the moment we confess our sins to God. If we get a spot on our clothing and we send it to the cleaners, it comes back with no spot. It's GONE. That is what it means to be cleansed. We have been made CLEAN in His sight. God com​pletely WIPES OUT the filth and spot and stain of SIN. It doesn't exist any more.

A parallel statement to this is He​brews 8:12. "Their sins and iniqui​ties will I remember no more. " He'll not even REMEMBER them!

Christ, our Advocate

Third, the reason that God CAN forgive us, and DOES forgive us, when we confess to Him the wrong we have done, is found in I John 2:1, "My little children, these things write I unto you, that you SIN NOT " (You see? We are NOT to sin. Lest anyone think First John 1:9 makes it easy to go out and to sin, read this. We are com​manded NOT to sin! We are to do our best NOT to sin!) "And, "he goes on to say, "if any man (any Christian) sin, we have an Advocate with the Father. " We are not lost. We are not doomed. "We have an Advocate---Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. "

Now a lot of people are troubled when they sin, not realizing that their Savior is representing them in the court of heaven legally as their Lawyer. That word "advocate" means "one to rep​resent us, one who takes up for us, one who pleads our case."

The Devil Accuses

You see, when we sin as a Chris​tian, THE DEVIL goes running to God accusing us, condemning us, demand​ing the death penalty for sinning, `for the wages of sin is death. " But JESUS is there, and He stands up for us. He says, "Yes, Father, it is true that this one has sinned, and that the pen​alty for any sin is death, but I have AL​READY PAID for it with my death. I was his Substitute. I gave MYSELF in his place. Behold these nail wounds in My hands and feet, the scar of the spear in My side, the thorn prints in My brow where I gave My Blood in his stead, paying for all the sins of his life."

Christ, Our Propitiation

First John 2:2 goes on to say that "He is the Propitiation for our sins. " That means for a Christian's sins.

The word "propitiation" means, "complete satisfaction." Jesus' death was completely satisfying to God as the payment-in-full for our sins. His atone​ment was perfect. It was complete. It met and satisfied all the Law's demands against us. Though we have sinned and transgressed against the Law of God, there is no charge against us, because He has already taken care of our penalty!

This amazing truth, and the amazing love of God is revealed: EVERY SIN of the Christian's entire life has already been paid for by JESUS CHRIST! In those six agonizing hours on the cross, He paid not only for our sins but also for the sins of the whole world!

Friends, get this, for the comfort of your heart! Your sins have already been paid for in full by Jesus Christ, by His OWN death for your sin on the cross.

Any unsaved man can be forgiven his sins by accepting Jesus as his Sub​stitute and Savior. A man who is al​ready a Christian can be forgiven the sins he commits by simply confessing his sins to God. Jesus Christ Himself paid for the sins of every human being in the world. The debt has already been completely satisfied before God. Oh, what we owe to the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Must We Sin?

Now, should we ever have to be under the dominion and slavery of any sin? Suppose it repeatedly comes. Must we sooner or later give in to it when it comes? The answer is, NO. We need not be under the power of ANY SIN!

God tells us in Romans 6:6, "Our old man (our old nature) is crucified with Him (Christ), that the body of sin might be destroyed (AN​NULLED), that henceforth we should not serve sin. " The word annulled means "to put out of business, to be made void, cancelled, obliterated, done away, reduced to nothing, destroyed, no longer in effect." If our old nature is CRUCIFIED, then the body of sin is put out of business! The body cannot respond because that inner nature is crucified.

The answer to the problem of SINNING is found in verse Romans 6:11. It is one of the great passages in the Bible. Here is a Christian's victory over sin, if only we would believe it, count on it, and appropriate it, "Likewise RECKON ye also yourselves TO BE DEAD indeed unto sin. "

"Reckon"

"Reckon "means "to count it done." Write it down as a fact that you are DEAD TO SIN. Count it done that you are unresponsive to sin. If some​thing comes and tries to make you sin, count yourself DEAD, totally unrespon​sive, to that thing. INWARDLY BE CRUCIFIED, so that you can't do that sin! In this way it shall not have do​minion over you.

We are to believe this, count on it, and we shall have victory over sin. Romans 6:14 says, "Sin shall not have dominion over you. " It shall not rule you.

You see, it isn't a matter of strug​gling and fighting against our old nature which we cannot change and which we'll have until we see Jesus face to face; it is just a matter of being DEAD to sin. When we are tempted to sin, we are to RECKON OURSELVES DEAD to that temptation. We are to believe God that it is so, that I am dead to any sin as I COUNT IT SO BY FAITH. The Holy Spirit of God will give me the victory over any sin as I depend on Him.

Today, take that verse and claim it! Pray over it before God and make it your very own. Victory---over ANY sin---can be yours!
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