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Romans 4:20

Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me, please to the fourth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, and we are studying today, HOW TO HAVE THE SAME, UNWAVERING FAITH OF ABRAHAM, how to have the same, saving, unwavering faith that Abraham had, faith in God which Abraham had. We read the amazing statement in verse 20 that "Abraham staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief." He staggered

not. We found out that this "staggered" is the word diakrino, coming from duo, "two,” and krino, "to judge.” "To judge between two things; to run from one thing to another." Now we ought to be able to discriminate between two different things. We ought not to hesitate running from one thing to another. We

ought to see that one is true and one is false, and that circumstances are false and God is true, and He is the Victor and the Conqueror of our circumstances. We must remember that absolutely.

Now let's study this word "stagger" here, translated "stagger.” We find that it means, first of all, "do not hesitate.” It means first "to discriminate or to distinguish between two things." For instance, in Matthew 16 and verse 3, we read of Jesus talking with the Pharisees and Sadducees. We read, "The Pharisees also with the Sadducees came and tempting desired Him that He would show them a sign from heaven. He answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say it will be fair weather, for the sky is red. In the morning it will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and lowering. 0 ye hypocrites, ye can DISCERN the face of the sky, but can ye not DISCERN the signs of the times?" They could read the physical sky and DISCRIMINATE and tell what was coming tomorrow, be able to see all the whole material, look it over, and pick out what was true and stick to that and make a prediction. So many people are NOT that way religiously. They hear all these various conflicting things and they are going around in confusion and never come to a conviction and to the fact that we are to believe God and His promise against anybody else or anything else. They go chasing around from hither and yonder. I've seen people so confused religiously that I couldn't straighten them out to save my life. I just couldn't do it.

In First Corinthians 11---they'd get straightened out, by the way, if they would simply come to God's Word and believe it---First Corinthians 11:29 to 31, Paul says "For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not DISCERNING the Lord's body." When we come to the Lord's Table, pick up the bread and the wine, a lot of people; they just see, well, a ritual to go through. They don't consider. Another group of people say that is the literal body and blood of Jesus, which it certainly is not. And they don't DISCERN that it is a symbol of His body broken for us and His shed blood on the Cross, that it is simply a photograph, to keep in memory, what Jesus did for us on the Cross, and that we worship Him as we do that, for if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. So there we are to DISCERN, between two things, if you please, and God help us when we come to the Lord's Table to DISCERN the MEANING of the Table. We don't go chasing around with a thousand different thoughts in our mind, and we see that broken bread represents His broken body and the wine represents His shed blood. So. There we have it very plain in that particular passage.

Now. The next thought we have is, it means "to be divided against one's self, to waver, and to doubt." We are not to waver. When God says something, He stands back of it and we are to believe and act on it as though it were already done.

In Matthew 21:21, we read this same Greek word diakrino. "Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If you have faith and DOUBT NOT . . . " If you have faith and don't chase around, believing a thousand different things, but just believe what I said, "ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea, it shall be done, and all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." DOUBT NOT means to WAVER NOT, to be divided against ourselves, to be chasing around between various things, when all we need to do is fix our gaze on God and His promise and that settles it.

So this word is the OPPOSITE of FAITH. Abraham didn't stagger! He didn't waver! He didn't doubt! HE HAD FAITH, and faith doesn't doubt.

Now in Mark 11, Verse 23. Let me repeat that faith doesn't doubt what God says or what God is able to do,

but it RESTS on what God says and what God is able to do. In Mark 11:23, the same story. "Jesus answered and

said unto them, have faith in God." Have faith in GOD; not in yourself, but in GOD. A lot of people get their eyes on themselves. Get your eyes off yourself, He says. "For verily I say unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed and be thou cast into the sea, and shall not DOUBT in his heart‑--shan't run from one thing to another, but keep his eyes on God and His Word but shall believe those things which He says, shall come to pass, he shall have whatsoever he saith. "

Abraham qualified for that. Abraham believed that. Abraham didn't doubt. Abraham believed that what he had prayed for, and what God promised him, would come to pass, that he would have a son, Isaac, when he couldn't have any children. "Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire when ye pray, BELIEVE THAT YE RECEIVE THEM, and ye shall HAVE them." That is His statement.

Then again in Romans 14, verse 23, "And he that DOUBTETH is condemned if he eat, because he eateth

not of faith, and whatsoever is not of faith is sin." He that doubteth is condemned if he eat. He is talking about eating meat, doubting whether it was right to eat meat sacrificed to an idol or not, and Paul says, he that doubteth, that discriminates, that wavers, that isn't sure in his thinking about it, is condemned if he eats it. We ought to give God the benefit of the doubt. If we suspect something is wrong, and we are troubled about it, then let that thing alone; give it up. And then we'll have peace.

And then again, James 1:6, If any man of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not, and it shall be

given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing WAVERING. For he that WAVERETH is like a wave of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed. Let not that man think he shall receive anything of the Lord." That is

an amazing statement. FAITH! Yes, when we come to God in prayer and want something, we are to ask in faith,

NOTHING WAVERING, not hesitating, not doubting, not divided against our​ selves, not running to this or that, but just fix our gaze on God and believe He means what He says, and believe it shall be FULFILLED. Oh, that word "waver"! Abraham didn't waver, didn't

stagger, but fixed his gaze on God's Word and God, believed He would do it, could and would.

In Jude 22, verse 21, we read, "Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life, and of some have compassion, MAKING A DIFFERENCE, and others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire." "And of same have compassion, making a DIFFERENCE." The word "difference" there is our good word diakrino, "making a difference, making a distinction," There we are to definitely see a person's condition and act upon it in faith. God will give us a victory in His blessed Name.

So summing up all the teaching of these statements of this word "stagger", meaning "to waver, to doubt", we find it the opposite of faith, and we find that Abraham did NOT waver in his faith. WE are not to waver.

When God says something regarding our salvation, we are to STAND on it, BELIEVE it. He stands back of it, stands good for it. We are to believe and act upon it as though it is as good as done. We are to rejoice in the hope of heaven, rejoice in heaven, as though we had been there ten million years, because we have God's promise and God keeps His Holy Word. What an amazing and wonderful statement!

Now. We read there then in Romans 4, as we conclude this study today, "He staggered not at the promise of God, through unbelief, but was strong in faith." Now the word "strong" is a wonderful word! It's our word

enedunamothe to pistai. It comes from endunamaou. We get "dynamo" from that word dunamao, and the preposition "in" is tacked on at the beginning. Endynamited! Endynamoed, if you please. And it means literally, "He was STRENGTHENED IN HIS FAITH." That is, his faith was strengthened or confined. It can mean, "He was endowed with POWER by means of his FAITH." So by keeping his eyes on God and His promise, and God has promised to DO what He says, Abraham RECEIVED POWER ON THE INSIDE. That's a wonderful word and it means just exactly what it says. A very wonderful word. He was EMPOWERED.

We read Paul saying in Philippians, "I can do all things through Christ which STRENGTHENETH me." Literally, "I can do all things through Christ WHO CONTINUALLY POURS HIS POWER INTO ME." POWER, coming on THE INSIDE by means of FAITH. POWER, to live the spiritual life, the life of victory, the life ABOVE SIN, the life above worldliness, COMES BY FAITH.

So, friends, we've got to believe God! We've got to believe His Word. We've got to come in contact with Him and BELIEVE God's Word if we are going to be strengthened in faith. Do you want your faith strengthened? Do you want your life empowered? Then have faith in God. Don't waver. Don't stagger. Get your eyes on God and His promise, and you will be granted POWER by means of your faith, just like Abraham was. He was granted power not to stagger, because of his faith. When you find somebody staggering, it means that they are weak in faith. That's the teaching of God's Word.

Now notice, he was strong in faith. He was empowered by means of his faith, "giving glory to God." That is dous doxan. It is a Hebrew thought, "giving glory to God." That means giving HONOR to God, that He will fulfill His word.

Then verse 21, "Being fully persuaded that what He promised He was able also to perform." The word "fully persuaded" is plerophoretheis, and it means, "to carry to the full, to carry to the very fullness." So faith carried him to FULL ASSURANCE or FIRM CONVICTION. That's what plerophetheis means. Full assurance, firm conviction. It is used of person, to be fully assured about them, to be fully convinced about them.

Oh, it is wonderful to have full assurance, isn't it? FULL ASSURANCE about our salvation that GOD WILL KEEP HIS WORD! Now when something is "full,” there is no room for anything else. There is no room for doubt when you have full ASSURANCE. FULL ASSURANCE. We read of the full assurance of faith.

In First Thessalonians 1:5, "For our Gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power and in the

Holy Ghost, and in much ASSURANCE. As ye know what manner of men we were among you, for your sakes." When Paul preached, he preached with full assurance and firm conviction and it led to people having full assurance and firm conviction in the LORD.

In Colossians 2:2, we read these words, "That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ." Paul said he wanted to come to Laodicea and see the saints over there, that their hearts might be comforted by the full assurance of UNDERSTANDING! When you fully understand God and His promise in Christ, then the result is FULL ASSURANCE. A wonderful statement.

Now the next passage is verse 23, "Being fully persuaded that what He had promised He was able also to perform, therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness."

Now summing it all up, Paul makes the application to US. "Now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed, but FOR US ALSO." It wasn't written for his sake alone. It wasn't written, literally, "on account of him alone", di auton monon. It wasn't written on account of him alone. All this wasn't written for Abraham alone; God had it recorded FOR US ALSO. All that is recorded about ABRAHAM, then, and his faith, and his salvation by faith is for his spiritual children and every one of us who put our trust in Him.

It wasn't written for his sake alone but for us also "to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe." That is, to those who believe? Tois pisteuousin. "To us who believe!" Paul classifies his readers with himself and these happy people, all believers.

Then he says, "If we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered for our offenses." Now that means, "delivered on account of, or to atone for, our trespasses." "And was raised on account of our justification." Dia ten dikaiousin. That is, "to bring about our justification, our being declared righteous, to secure a righteous standing before God for us." Jesus was raised for that. So we read here that the resurrection of Christ is the source of the Christian's faith and the assurance and proof that the sacrifice, which is the grounds of our being declared righteous, is an ACCEPTED sacrifice, accepted by God, and OUR SALVATION IS ALL SETTLED WITH GOD. In other words, God is satisfied. When He raised Jesus from the dead, God was satisfied with what His death on the Cross accomplished, which was THE FORGIVENESS, complete and full and free, OF OUR SINS, which brings absolute SALVATION TO US.

Well, isn't that a wonderful statement? Wonderful passage! It was written FOR US ALSO. All that came to ABRAHAM by faith was written for US ALSO, and we can have it, too, by faith. We can reach heaven just by faith and faith alone!
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