HOW TO HAVE A GOOD REPORT FROM GOD

Jesse m. Hendley

Hebrews Ch. 11

In the eleventh chapter of Hebrews we read a marvelous account of some men and women of days long ago. These men and women lived in Old Testament days. They walked with God. They “obtained a good report” from God. They were men and women of FAITH.

Good Report From God

Verse 39 says, “And these all having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise.” Oh, wouldn't you like to have a good report from God? Wouldn't you like to have God's approbation, God's approval, hearing Him say, “I am pleased with your life?” These men and women obtained it by faith in Him. There isn't any other way. They didn't see God with their physical eyes, but they believed in Him and sought Him, and the result was that they obtained a good report from God.

Walls of Jericho

Verse 30: “By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were encompassed about seven days.” What knocked down Jericho's walls? Faith! Nothing but faith. God told His people to march around the walls and blow the trumpets for six days, then on the seventh day they were to go around the walls again, blow the trumpets seven times and shout, then the walls would fall down flat. Then they were to take the city. Now military minds would say, “That's foolishness. We need guns and planes and tanks and bombs.” But all people ever need is God. America today needs God. He is the Greatest Protection we have. In fact, when a nation walks with God, it doesn't need protection, because God will give peace. Time after time as I read the Old Testament, I noticed that God gave his people rest. There were times when there wasn't any war. God is the One Who stirs up war when the people sin against Him. And God is the One Who gives rest when they return to Him.

Now the walls of Jericho fell because the people did what God told them to do. They marched, and the walls fell flat! They went in and took the city. Now don't laugh at that. Archaeologists have dug into Jericho and found the walls exactly as the Scriptures have related. Everything they have found corroborates with the Scriptural account. This proves the historicity of the Bible. An archaeologist has written a thick book, which proves the accuracy of the Book of Joshua, and the Book of Judges. How wonderful is the reliability of God's Word!

“By faith the walls of Jericho fell.” Walls still fall when we have faith in God. Do you have some “wall” you would like to see fall? In your home, in your business, or elsewhere, do you have a “wall” hindering you? Perhaps it is something God himself would like for you to get rid of. Then come to God by faith. All of us need more faith in God, friends. But it won't come simply by praying for more faith. It will come by reading His Word and learning how God worked in the lives of men and women of old, those who dared to believe Him for miracles. God still works miracles. We see them from day to day. It is a miracle to see a man saved from the liquor habit. It is a miracle to see a man saved from a life of sin to a life that is sober, clean, and godly. There are miracles just as much as was the creation of the sun. One miracle is no harder than another to God. Let us remember that. So, if you have some “walls” you want to see tumble down, then exercise FAITH. Come to God. Believe in God. Trust God. Pray to God. Depend on God.

Rahab

Verse 31: “By faith the harlot Rahab.” Let us pause a moment to notice that word, not commonly used, not used in polite company. But God's Word uses it. God wants us to see that there was a woman whose life was unclean, shady, unholy, impure, but that she was listed among the great men and women of faith! Rahab, you remember, lived in a heathen land, in heathen circumstances. She did not have the spiritual advantages of the Hebrews. She did not know the God of the Hebrews. She had just heard about Him, and when she did, she was determined to believe in Him, too. She had been wanting God all her life! I imagine her soul was sick of the way she had been living and she wanted a better life. And when she heard of God, her heart went out toward Him, as will anyone's when they really learn of Him aright.

So when Joshua sent the spies to Jericho, Rahab took them in and hid them. They learned about the city, and then she helped them escape by letting them down over the walls by cords. They went back to their people and made plans as to how they could capture the city. But before they left Rahab, she said, “Now I believe in your God. I want you to spare me when you take the city. Spare me and my family.” They promised her they would. They said, “Put a scarlet thread outside your window. When the city is being taken, you and your family will be saved, for you have protected us.” She did put out the scarlet thread, and Rahab and her family ware saved, and she went along with the Israelites as one of the people of God, with a completely changed, transformed life.

Now how did all this come about?  How was her life spared? How was her soul saved? How did this change come about? BY FAITH. She now trusted Him and she ventured all she had for it. Her life was in jeopardy, but she was trusting the Lord now if the people of the city had found out she was a traitor, she would have had to pay with her life. But she was starting on a new life with God and she believed He would protect her.

“By faith the harlot Rahab perished not, with them that believed not, when she received the spies with peace.” Oh, friends, do you see the hope in that passage? God has put this in His Book for the vilest sinner to read! He has written it for lives that have been lowest. There is hope for the most degraded, the most debauched. There is hope for anyone if there was hope for Rahab. The God we are reading about here is a God Who forgives; and He not only forgives but also forgets and restores and transforms. How we should praise Him for reaching unto the uttermost! How can one have His forgiveness? By FAITH IN HIM!

Now FAITH conquers every trial and circumstance of life. These men and women conquered circumstances. They tore down the walls of Jericho and were able to deliver their entire families, by faith.

Gideon

Then the great writer says (in verse 32) that Gideon was a man of faith. Gideon was a weak man, but the Lord came to him with an angel and said, “Thou art a mighty man of valor. You are going to deliver Israel.” And Gideon, weak though he was, believed God! He had faith. God used him to defeat the Midianites without sword, without spear, without shield. Gideon and his few men used just some pitchers with lights concealed in them. At first Gideon had too many men, and God said, “You've got too many men, Gideon. I can't use all those people.” And God brought the number down to just a handful of men. “Now,” He said, “put a light in each pitcher, and get a trumpet.” And when these men went down and surrounded the camp of the enemy, God said, “Break the pitchers!” and as they did that He said, “Blow the trumpets!” The shining lights and sudden blasts scared the enemy and they fled in wild confusion and disorder. The victory was won! God gave the victory to FAITH. When Faith surrenders to God's orders, victory always comes.

Oh, the blessed repetition in this great chapter. It is as though God would emphasize this truth for us: by faith, by faith! Gideon conquered by faith.

Jephtha

Think, too of the faith of Jephtha, an illegitimate child. Let me pause here. The other day a lady came to me and said, “I am taking care of an illegitimate child. People tell me it has no hopes of heaven.” I want to tell you there never was a worse lie than that! The Gospel of Jesus Christ is an invitation to every human soul on earth. Christ said, “Whosoever will, let him come.” It makes no difference how you were born. A child can't help who its parents were. Salvation is unto “whosoever believeth in Him.” God Almighty reaches out to the lowliest, to the neediest.

If you read the life of Jephtha, you will find that God BLESSED him. The people kicked him out of the city. They wanted nothing to do with him. His own loved ones turned their backs on him. But Jephtha loved God. He went right on for God. And the time came when the elders of to city said, “Jephtha, we need you to deliver our city.” Jephtha said, “You kicked me out, but you want me now.” The elders said, “Yes, we need you now.” So he came across, and as God's man, delivered Israel. He was a man of faith.

Some of you remember that great preacher, Gypsy Smith. One day, Mr. Moody was holding a meeting over in Britain and his singer, Ira Sankey, put his hands on the head of a little gypsy boy who had climbed up near his carriage. Mr. Sankey said, “Son, may God make you a great preacher!” Sankey didn't know at that moment the future of his words. He just had great desires for that little lad, for that little Gypsy boy, who turned out to be the great Gypsy Smith, mightily used of God to preach His Gospel to thousands and thousands of souls.

Whosoever

Listen to me, friends. God is in the SAVING business! God can help anybody. God can save a little lad and make him a great preacher for His glory! God can make the crookedest character straight. He can make the impurest person pure. He can make the vilest soul as wholesome and radiant as sunlight. I am telling you, no one need despair. If only they knew what FAITH IN GOD could do for them!

Other Results of Faith

Now notice, in this chapter, how these men and women overcame by FAITH. Even kingdoms were destroyed, whole countries set aside because of their faith. Listen, if we have enough faith in God for America today, we needn't fear Russia or anyone else. All we need to fear is SIN IN OUR OWN LAND, SIN WITHIN OUR BORDERS. It is our SIN that will make God punish us! We could overthrow the kingdoms of the earth today--‑not by military equipment, but by faith in God. All the armaments in the world won't help us if God is against us!

These people wrought righteousness by faith. They brought things to pass. If you want things straightened up in your community, get enough men and women of faith to trust God and pray and live right.

They obtained promises. Oh, the untold blessing God could give if we just had faith to see them fulfilled. How can we see the promises fulfilled? We must come to God. We must believe in God. We must trust God.

By faith, they stopped the mouths of lions! That was literally so, not only in Daniel's time, when the Lord protected his servant in the lion's den, but also in the days of the early Christians who were thrown to the lions for their faith in Christ. The lions' mouths were stopped. It's one of God's miracles. I have seen too many miracles in my own life to dis​count that miracle for a single mo​ment! I know there is a miracle‑work​ing God. People try to shut God up in a room! But God can do anything He pleases. Is not the Creator able to do anything He pleases with those things He created? God is a miracle ​working God. Whether we can ex​plain or understand the miracle makes little difference to the Creator. It was FAITH IN HIM that these wonder​ful men and women got God to work supernaturally. It was their FAITH that God wanted and to which God responded.

By faith they quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong. I know what that means. Am I speak​ing to someone who has known physi​cal weakness? I have known times when I thought I would be UNABLE to stand in the pulpit and preach. But I would come to this passage, and say, “God, you promised me strength to preach Thy Word. Out of weakness they were made strong. Give me the strength.” And supernatural strength and power would come and enable me to stand up and pour out my soul to unsaved people, and I would see them stream down the aisles and kneel and accept the Lord Jesus as personal Saviour! I know God gives strength in time of weakness.

They waxed valiant in the fight! They turned to flight the armies of aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. Miracles in answer to FAITH.

Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance. Others had trials, cruel mockings, scourgings, bonds and im​prisonment. These men and women knew trial and suffering. But because they had faith in God, because they loved God and didn't turn back, THEY RECEIVED A GOOD REPORT.

God's Message to You

Friend, listen. Are you having trials? Are these adverse circumstan​ces and testing? Do you know the way through? TRUST GOD! Go to Him, talk it all over with Him, plead with Him, agonize with Him, and ask Him for the faith you need to obtain the victory. God always honors FAITH IN HIM! Will you do it?

“My faith looks up to Thee,

Thou Lamb of Calvary,

Saviour divine;

Now hear me while I pray,

Take all my guilt away,

Oh, let me from this day

Be wholly Thine!”
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