HOW TO ESCAPE EARTH’S COMING TROUBLE
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Revelation 3:10

Today we are beginning with Revelation 3:10.

Remember that here in Revelation 2 and 3 JESUS is talking. These are the last recorded words of the Son of God and the true Christian who love the Lord will pore over the last words of the One he loves with all his being. So we have here in verse 10, “Because you have kept the word of my patience, also I shall keep thee out of the hour of testing which is about to come upon the whole inhabited earth, to test those dwelling upon the earth. I come quickly. Hold fast what you have in order that no one may take thy crown.”

Notice, “Because you kept . . . I shall keep.” Isn't that wonderful? And that is fair enough. You know, we emphasize grace and we cannot emphasize it too much. But we can neglect to emphasize our responsibility! Here is the part where the Lord keeps us.

In one of our great Bible Conferences in which we had twelve outstanding Bible teachers from over America, one of them was a man who emphasized grace very much. He was a man who knew the Word of God. When he started to go, my wife said, “Be sure to take care of yourself.” He whispered back, “I'm being kept!” Well, it's wonderful. We read in one of the Epistles of Peter that we are “kept by the power of God.” God's “keeping power” is round about us.

But friends, there is something for US to keep. It is written here. “Because you kept the word of my patience . . .” Now the Greek Word for patience is a combination of two Greek words meaning “under” and “remain.” The literal translation of that word reminds me of my youth, in the days when we went swimming a lot; we would grab our noses and see who could stay under the longest. “Remain under,” in that time of danger, of crisis. Well, that is exactly what we have here. “Because you have kept the word of my endurance (that's the one word that perhaps best translates the Greek word) I also shall keep thee out of the hour of testing that shall come upon the whole inhabited earth.”

What is meant here by our “keeping the word of His endurance?” We mean His faithfulness under all the trials and tribulations that He endured in the human life when He came down here. The Lord Jesus didn't have to endure anything in heaven. Everything there was wonderful for Him. Endurance here carries with it the sense of trial, of affliction, of being in a close place, of lack of comfort, of being uncomfortable, of persecution, of trial, of testing, of suffering. That is what is meant by HIS ENDURANCE. Our Lord, when He came into this world, began to suffer. He didn't know any suffering in Heaven. Nobody ever spit on Jesus in Heaven. Nobody ever accused Him of being Beelzebub in Heaven. Nobody ever walked off and left Him and said, “We wanted to be your disciples, but we don't believe in you any more,” in Heaven. Nobody ever said to Him, “You are crazy,” but His own mother did, and his own brothers. They said that He was “beside himself,” which means “You're crazy.” Nobody beat Him in Heaven. Nobody betrayed Him with a kiss, saying by that kiss, “I love you,” and yet all the while turning Him over to His enemies. Jesus didn't know what it meant, in Heaven, to be forsaken by friends; yet He was forsaken of all down here. Jesus didn't have to endure any thing in Heaven. He didn't have any trials or sorrows or sufferings. Yet He came into this world of sin, where the devil is god of this world, where people are living according to their own sinful dispositions, and He began to endure suffering. He began to endure affliction. He began to endure being berated, despised. It is written of the Son of God that He was despised and rejected of men. THIS WORLD is a place of suffering for the child of God. There is a song that says, “This world is not my home.” That is a true statement. We are pilgrims here. We are just passing through. We are on our way, to our home, where there won't be any need of endurance. But as long as we are in this world, we must have endurance! Now this means CHRISTIAN endurance. All men have some degree of affliction. But Christians have afflictions that nobody else has--‑ the taunts and the jibes of the godless crowd. They suffer for the Name of Jesus. They suffer for His Gospel. And Jesus said, “If you suffer with Me, you shall reign with Me.”

So it is a joy to suffer for Jesus. We read in the Book of Acts that many of the disciples counted it ALL JOY that they were worthy to suffer for His Name's sake, for the Name of JESUS. I am saying to you now, friends that if you don't know what I am talking about, you'd better get saved. Because, all Christians, who really have a testimony for the Lord, are going to have mocks and jeers and sufferings coming from the godless crowd. There is a present attempt to make religion “easy,” to merge the black and the white into gray. It is a false merger. Never will the world love the church. Never will the devil's crowd love God's crowd. Never will the flesh love holiness. Never will the godless have fellowship with the godly. That's what Jesus meant when He said to the Church of Corinth, which was trying to amalgamate, trying to bring them together, attempting a synthesis of the world with Christianity. “What fellowship has LIGHT with DARKNESS?” What fellowship has Christ with the Devil? What fellowship has a believer with an unbeliever? They haven't any common ground.

I was in a city not long ago where they told me of the pastor of a Protestant church, a leading church in that city. The pastor had a man on his platform to speak who absolutely rejected and despised Jesus Christ the Son of God. It is a stench in the nostrils of God. (It didn't happen in the North, either, friends; that was in a Southern city.)

Now Jesus endured sufferings for God, and when you and I take sides with our Lord, we will have to endure sufferings. We can do one of two things when those sufferings come: we can DENY THE LORD and the Gospel by keeping our mouths shut, by not taking our stand for Jesus, not magnifying Him, dishonoring Him, betraying Him; or, we can ENDURE the jibes and keep right on, true to Him, until we see His Blessed Face.

Now the Lord says here, “You KEPT THE WORD OF MY PATIENCE.” You endured like I endured, Jesus is saying. You endured the sufferings for the sake of My Name and for the sake of My Gospel. I am going to do something for you, He says. There is coming an hour of testing upon the whole inhabited earth. It will be the great tribulation period, friend, and it looks like we are very near to it now. All the signs are pointing to it. It will be a period of the greatest testing the world has ever known, when the Lord removes the Church and gives the world over into the hands of the devil and the demons and the antichrist. There will be very little testimony on this earth. The antichrist will rule the world for the devil. The devil will take over. Demons will possess the bodies and minds of men as never before. The heavens will be shut up so that there will not be a drop of rain. Hell is going to break loose. It will be the time of the earth's greatest agony, of testing, to see whether they will worship God, fall on their face and repent of their sins; or whether they will do what Revelation says many will do blaspheme His Holy Name, because of His just punishment, which even then will be designed to bring them to repentance. That hour is coming!

What is going to happen to those of us who are “keeping the word of His endurance,” who keep looking up when others mock at us and scoff at us and make fun of us, who keep reading His Word, winning souls, faithful to Jesus? What will Jesus do? He says He will KEEP US OUT OF THAT HOUR. Well, if I am in HIS HANDS, I haven't anything to worry about. I needn't even be afraid to be here during the Tribulation if He promised to keep me! This is a promise of Jesus. He says, “Jess, if you'll be true, if you'll just en​dure, if you'll be faithful to Me and My Gospel, I will keep you, and you needn't worry about the Tribulation.”

The Greek word here does not say, “I will keep you FROM it,” but “I will keep you OUT of it.” Before Tribula​tion bursts with all its fury, upon a generation and a race that has forgot​ten God and His Christ, BEFORE THAT HOUR BREAKS, THE LORD IS GOING TO TAKE HIS CHURCH, those who have kept the word of His patience, those who have kept endur​ing for His Name. He will take us OUT of the hour of testing. He is going to REMOVE us from this earth, up into the air. He will descend from the Father's right hand. He will step down into the air, speak the word, and we will be gone like a flash of light​ning, like the twinkling of an eye, up into His Presence!

Now notice, that hour of testing is coming to test THOSE DWELLING UPON THE EARTH. Earth‑dwellers. The Greek word there is a combination of two Greek words meaning, “house” and “down”‑to settle down in a house; to get permanently fixed; to settle down from wandering, no more wandering; settlers upon the earth.

The Lord has much to say in Revela​tion about those who are not Chris​tians, about those who have their desires all wrapped up in this earth and in this earth alone. They don't want to die. They don't want Heaven. They don't want God. They don't want eternal life. Oh, they might say they do, but their lives are contradictory. They are perfectly satisfied with this world.

A Christian doesn't feel that way. A Christian groans, waiting to be deliver​ed, Paul says, having a desire to de​part and be with Christ, which is far better than anything down here on earth. A Christian loves the LORD. He realizes that this world is not his home. He loves holiness. He hates sin. He is miserable around sinners. His righteous soul is vexed with the filthy manner of life of the ungodly. That was true of Lot in Sodom and it is true of the child of God today.

But here is a group of people whom God is going to test in that awful hour of tribulation. Settlers upon the earth. He will give them one more chance to rise up from their settling on the earth and decide for Heaven and eternity and God, instead of this pres​ent earth with its pleasures and sins. God is going to test them with great tribulation. There will be a lot of peo​ple saved. “And John saw a multi​tude which no man could number, standing before the throne of God, clad in their white robes of purity, singing the songs of Zion.” John ask​ed the angel where these came from, and back came the answer, “These are they which came out of the great tri​bulation (Rev. 7) and washed their robes and made them white with the blood of the Lamb.” So God will send Tribulation as a testing to see if they will choose God and Heaven and salva​tion. He will really make them think. They will really think in those days. There will be many saved. But there will be many who will not want God and Heaven and holiness and purity and eternal life.

Friend, as I come to the end of this message, remember the subject. What will you meet in that tremendous hour? Let us endure to the end! Let us be faithful to Christ!
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