HOW TO BECOME A DISCIPLE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

Jesse M. Hendley

Ephesians 1:7

It is important for us to realize the tremendous truth about being a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. To be a disciple of the Lord Jesus means that we sit at His Feet to learn what He has to say. If we are not doing that, we are not disciples at all. A real child of God will listen to EVERY WORD Christ has to say. Not only that, but a real disciple will mark every word, underscore it, let it catch his attention and his concentration, in order that he might REMEMBER what the Lord Jesus Christ has to say. Then he will apply it to his life. He will seek TO LIVE that particular truth that the Lord has taught. Without these three characteristics, we are not truly disciples of Christ, nor do we truly belong to Him.

Now what about people who have no deep love for the Word of God, and no deep searching of the Scriptures to see what they have to say: are they truly the people of God? Listen, friends, these three things are always true of real disciples: We will LISTEN to what Jesus has to say (and how can we listen to what He has to say unless we study the four Gospels?), and we will MARK what He has to say (we'll concentrate on it, let it catch our attention, and repeat it, for repetition is necessary for memory, and we must keep in memory the things Jesus has taught us), and then we will APPLY His teachings to our own hearts.

What are the requirements to be a disciple? How may we learn? How may we be among those who sit daily at Jesus' Feet, listening to His Word, marking His word, and applying it to daily living? How can we become such? It is a very solemn thing! It isn't easy, and don't you let anyone tell you it's easy. But, oh, friends, it is NECESSARY if we are going to heaven. That's how serious it is.

Now if you are going to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus, the problem of SIN in your life must be settled. When people gather around Christ, the Great Teacher, they sit as pupils before the Master. You can't join the band of pupils gathered around the Master unless the problem of sin is settled in your life. Before we can learn and understand, before we can comprehend the teachings of Christ, sin must be settled. Without dealing with the sin question in your own life, you have no right to be in that group, and be taught in His ways, and walk in His paths. You can't do it.

The problem of sin is two‑fold. First is the problem of our PAST. Past sins, past acts of transgression. You know, the word "transgression" means to go across, to step over the line. We have stepped over the line of God's Word. Many of us knew when we were doing it. God says, "Here is a line. You cannot step over it without offending Me, getting out of My favor, getting out of My will." People are doing it everyday! Past acts of transgression must be pardoned and forgiven, or we cannot be disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. So FORGIVENESS is the first great need, if we are to be a disciple.

Now where are we to get that forgiveness? We may get it from HIM. It is His gift to us. We read in Ephesians 1:7, "IN WHOM we have redemption through His Blood, even THE FORGIVENESS of SINS." IN WHOM---WE HAVE--‑FORGIVENESS.

There never has been a teacher in history who could say, "I will forgive you your sins." Socrates, Aristotle, Plato--‑none of the great teachers of history dared to say, "I give to you a complete pardon of all your sins." Behold then the majesty, and the glory, of this tremendous Teacher, the Lord Jesus Christ. It would take a SINLESS PERSON to say that! Socrates was not sinless; that's why he dared not forgive others their sins. How could This Great Teacher do it? Because He not only was man; He was God. HE IS God. And being God, He can forgive sin. Time and again He said, "The Son of Man hath power on earth to FORGIVE SIN." To the adulterous woman, Jesus said, "Go thy way and sin no more. Thy sins are forgiven thee." Time and again the words of FORGIVENESS fell from His Lips to individual hearts, as fresh rain upon thirsty soil.

Beloved, there is nothing sweeter under heaven than to know my sins, my past acts of transgression, are completely pardoned on the authority and word of this Great Teacher, and I as His disciple may sit at His Feet, truly forgiven of all my past acts of transgression and sin. I have a pardon! Isn't that wonderful! Eph. 1:7 is my pardon, "In Whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sin."

You say, "Well preacher, how can I have that and know I have it?"  

Didn't you hear? Let me read it again. "In Whom we have redemption (here it is) THROUGH HIS BLOOD." And if you right now aren't sure that your sins are forgiven, and you want to be a disciple, and you truly want your sins forgiven, right now kneel, while the Spirit of the living God is speaking to your heart. Kneel right there in your room, and say to Him, directly looking into His blessed face, "Lord, I claim Your Blood, poured out for me, as my pardon, as my forgiveness, and I accept it right now."

It's the Blood that purchased your pardon for you. It's the Blood that is your promise. It's the Blood that is your guarantee. It's through the Blood that God underwrites that never shall you be punished for your past acts of transgression, that you possess a full and complete pardon that you are forgiven by God Himself. It's through the Blood of Christ Jesus, His own Son. The Blood, let me repeat again is your guarantee, and I want to say again, friend, you don't have to be able to quote one single verse of Scripture to have your sins blotted out. 

All you have to do is to kneel right now and claim that Blood, wherever you are. Claim the Blood of Jesus, claim the death of Jesus for you, claim the life poured out FOR YOU, claim His condemnation, His punishment and His judgment as your very own, dying in your place; and the minute you reach out and claim that crimson flow, that Blood, God's Word says you are FORGIVEN all past acts of transgression. God's Word says that you are FORGIVEN. What else do you want but the Word of God? What else do you need but the Word of God? Can anything in heaven or earth or hell make you ANY SAFER than the Word of God about it? The answer is N0.

So, my friends, if you want to join that great throng of people who, down through two thousand years, have come out of the world and have become disciples of Jesus, sitting at His feet, listening to His blessed words, to hear, to mark and to apply it to daily living, first you must receive the forgiveness of your sins. You must claim Christ for your own. You must accept Him.

Now the second thing. Not only must past acts of transgressions be pardoned but also we must have constant and present cleansing. We are living in an evil world. Around about us is sin, reaching out at us, striking at us, moving upon us, sin in thought, sin in word, sin in deed, sin through the eye‑gate, sin through the ear‑gate, sin through the thought‑gate, sin through the hands and feet‑gate, sin approaching and trying to bring an eclipse, trying to make it so we cannot understand what the Lord has to say. Let me say to you right now, it doesn't take a lot of sin to blind your understanding to what Christ has to say. All it takes is just some sinful thing between you and Christ. If sin is there, you won't understand what He has to say. You won't listen to it, you won't mark it, and you won't apply it. It will be a foreign language to you. You won't be able to understand what He is saying. So what do we need? Every disciple needs present and constant cleansing.

But how are we going to have it? God's Word says, "As we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the Blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, KEEPETH ON CLEANSING US FROM ALL SIN."

Now notice, "As we walk in the light." What does that mean? It means as we walk with Him, as we sit at His Feet, hear His words and endeavor to obey them in this world of every day life. What happens? We will live in uninterrupted communion and fellowship with Him, and the Blood keeps on cleansing us from every stain of sin that comes our way from day to day and hour to hour. So no man is clean unless daily he sits at the Master's feet, hearing what He has to say. Then when he moves off into the pathway of everyday life, going about His great business of reaching the needs of a needy world, we walk along in the pathway with Him. He walks in the light, and as we walk along with Him, we'll be in the light. You cannot walk with Jesus and walk in sin at the same time. You'll leave Him in spite of everything.

I wonder today if I am speaking to someone who one time walked with Jesus. You were happy, you were joyous, there was nothing between your soul and Jesus, you read His Word, you sat at His feet, you heard what He taught, and hour by hour and day by day you walked life's pathway with Him, fulfilling His teachings, and you reached out to a needy world. But something has happened. There has come an eclipse. Your communion has been interrupted, your fellowship has been broken, and sin is in your life. I don't know what it is. It may be some companions you are going with. It may be some books or magazines you are reading. It may be some deeds that you are doing. I don't know what it is. But I know one thing: you'll never be happy again until you come to Jesus and confess that sin and begin to walk in the light with Him. Will you bow right now and come to Him? Will you do it?

You know, Lot said to the angel, when he didn't want to leave Sodom and Gomorrah, "Just let me go to Zoar. It's just a little one." Just a little sin! That's all it takes, to separate your soul from Christ! Some of you have hungry hearts and the Spirit of God is speaking to you, and you want that blessed communion. You want that cleansing that Jesus has for you. Won't you fall on your knees and say, "Lord I confess my sin? I give it up in order that I might walk with You." He'll cleanse you and restore your fellowship with Himself. Will you do it? Will you do it?

PART II

Let us search the Word of God now and get Jesus' own words on how to become a disciple. I warn you that it isn't easy. If you hear anyone say that it is an easy thing, you can be sure they are wrong. It isn't easy, but it is NECESSARY, for everyone who is NOT a disciple, a learner of Jesus Christ, is a lost soul. Therefore I need to know how to have entrance into discipleship, how to get into the School of the Lord Jesus, how to sit at His Feet, and hear His Word, and walk with Him, all through this life and on into heaven.

A flaming fire was out of control. A preacher, with his beloved church, and home, and practically all his parish people, destroyed. A little later the death of his only daughter. Then his own body struck by the dreaded paralysis. In addition to that, failing eyesight. Lying upon his bed of torture and pain and fast‑gathering blindness, and moaning the loss of loved ones and church and much of his property, this great godly preacher still held on in FAITH and HOPE, to the Lord He knew and loved and served. In the midst of such a desolate scene, his faith, though tried by fire, brought forth the beautiful and touching words of this song:

"My Jesus, AS THOU WILT; 

Oh, let Thy will be mine;

Into Thy Hand of love

My all I now resign;

Through sorrow or through joy, 

Conduct me as Thy own, 

And help me still to say, 

My Lord, Thy will be done.

"My Jesus, AS THOU WILT, 

Though seen thro' may a tear, 

Let not my star of hope 

Grow dim or disappear; 

Since Thou on earth hast wept, 

And sorrow'd oft alone, 

If I must weep with Thee, 

My Lord, Thy will be done.

"My Jesus, AS THOU WILT, 

All shall be well for me;

Each changing future scene 

I gladly trust with Thee.

Straight to my Home above 

I travel calmly on,

And sing, in life, or death,

My Lord, Thy will be done."

That man was able, in the midst of every conceivable bit of suffering, to maintain his faith, because he walked with the Lord Jesus Christ. He was a disciple of Christ. It is not easy, but the man who is a disciple of Christ is the only man who can truly be happy, joyous, overcoming, facing life and death and eternity with a smile on his face and assurance in his heart, because he knows he belongs to Jesus Christ. He is a disciple, a learner, of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now in Luke 14, verses 26 and 27 and 33, we learn that if we are to become a disciple of Jesus we must be willing to give up all earthly possessions and relationships.

"And there went great multitudes with Him, and He turned and said unto them, If any man come to Me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life, he CAN NOT BE My disciple." Now our Lord is the great Master and Teacher. He has the right to say who are disciples and who are not. In this passage is the answer.

Now I know that many people will say, "John said just `Believe'."

But you must weigh John in the light of the other utterances of the Lord Jesus Christ. You cannot take a passage and make it contradict something that is very plain, somewhere else. It all fits together when we have it right. Our Lord wouldn't say one thing one time and the very opposite another. He never did and never will. We must take the WHOLE teaching of Jesus and fit it in. You can be sure that if some idea of yours doesn't fit into the ENTIRE teaching of Jesus Christ, you are wrong. One of the greatest wrongs today is this "Believe, believe, believe, believe," that that is all you have to do to go to heaven. Now that IS all you have to do to go to heaven, IF THAT BELIEF produces discipleship in your heart! TRUE BELIEF makes you love JESUS, so much that when HIS will is in conflict with the will of your wife or your mother or your children or your possessions or your own well‑being, you choose HIS WILL regardless! If your "believing" does not make you want to choose HIS WILL, then your "believing" is not genuine; you are not a disciple.

So, beloved, if you are a true disciple, every earthly relationship and possession is secondary to the will of the LORD JESUS, HIS PERSON, and HIS TEACHING. If there is something my wife wants me to do‑--(and she will agree on this)--‑and that something conflicts with something Jesus Christ wants me to do, I am to turn so completely to HIS will that it will look as though I hate my wife, to people who do not know what surrender to Jesus means. Oh, how few Christians there are who understand discipleship, who have given up everything for Jesus!

Someone says, "Oh, I have given up such‑and‑such for Jesus." But He says give up EVERYTHING, EVERY possession, and EVERY relationship, to Him. EVERYTHING must belong to Him. We sing the song, "Now I Belong to Jesus." It's one thing to sing it; but do we really belong to Him? I belong to Him. My wife belongs to Him. My home belongs to Him. My possessions belong to Him. My time, my talents, everything I have belongs to Him, because WITHOUT that surrender, we cannot be His disciples! "Without that, he is no disciple of Mine," says the Lord Jesus.

You say, "Preacher, that rules out a lot of us."

I am not ruling out anyone, friends. These are the words of JESUS. This is the Word of God THAT YOU PROFESS TO BELIEVE. It IS God's Word, and it's going to BE like God says, when we meet it. Oh, I tell you, Eternity is going to have some DISTURBANCES to multitudes of professing Christians. So that is the first thing.

Every earthly relationship and possession must be secondary to the will of Jesus Christ.

The second thing is this. We must be so utterly yielded to the Lord Jesus Christ that our lives will be yielded to the thing that Jesus came to die for the Gospel. You and I must be thoroughly sold out to the thing Jesus came to die for. "Whosoever does not bear his cross and come after me, he cannot be My disciple." He cannot, he CANNOT Whosoever DOES NOT BEAR HIS CROSS, his own cross.

Now some people think the "cross" means physical suffering, or some other trouble they have. If they have an operation, to them it is their "cross." If they have failing health, they speak of it as a "cross." If they have to take care of failing loved ones and friends who cannot take care of themselves, they call it a "cross." An afflicted child--‑they call that a "cross." But that isn't so.

THE CROSS means SACRIFICING TO HELP OTHERS TO GOD. That is what it is. Jesus died, as a vicarious sacrifice, to lift others to God. Now Jesus didn't say to take HIS cross; only Jesus by that Cross can lift anybody to God, and Jesus has already paid that price with His blood. But our cross is to carry His Message to lost souls. Jesus is saying, "If you do not take up your cross, if you are not thoroughly sold out to get the Gospel message to everyone possible in the world, you cannot be My disciple." So OUR cross is connected with sacrificing to reach the souls of men with the Message of Christ. Christ's cross was where He paid with His own blood to save men. Our cross is what we have to pay in sacrifice to get men saved. And Jesus said if we are not willing to go all‑out to help Him carry His Message to every soul in the world, we CANNOT BE His disciple. If we don't do everything we can do, to save the souls of men, we cannot be His disciples!

Those are strong words! Beloved, this message of Christ searches me to the depths of my soul! I thank God for it. In some measure, I AM TRYING to give everything I have, to get the Message of SALVATION to souls. In some measure, I have sacrificed, by God's grace, whatever possessions and whatever relationships I have in this world, to JESUS. If I haven't done it,

I haven't any right to sit at this micro​phone and give you this message over the radio. And you have a right to challenge me. You have a right to say, "Preacher, what right have you to talk to us like this? Are YOU, to the best of your ability, giving your life to getting the Message to every soul possible?" I can honestly say that I am.

The third thing is that Christ's will must completely dominate our own. We have that in verse 33. "So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all he hath, he cannot be my disciple." The disciple must give up every​thing for Jesus, crucified to self, Christ made first! Christ, in the words of Paul, is "ALL.” Christ is "everything.” For me to LIVE is Christ! These should be the words not only of Paul, but of every real disciple of Jesus, every per​son who truly belongs to Him. You and I are not genuine Christians until every earthly relationship and posses​sion is DEVOTED TO HIM. We are not Christians until we put HIM FIRST. We are not Christians until we give ourselves to HIM, unreservedly, to carry His message to every soul poss​ible to win them to Jesus. We are not real Christians until we forsake every​thing we have to follow Him. It means TO PUT HIM FIRST in our lives. We are not Christians till we do.

Are you a Christian? Are you a dis​ciple? If you are honest, many of you will say, "According to that I am not a Christian." Remember, these are not my words; they are the words of Christ. There is so much superficial profession today, and it will never save anybody. Does YOUR profession meas​ure up to these words of Jesus?

Are you saying, "More than any​thing in all the world, I want to be a genuine Christian, a real disciple of Jesus Christ?”  You can be. Right now, will you bow your head and pray to Him and TELL HIM you want to be? Tell Him you are willing to give up every earthly possession and relation​ship, willing to give yourself, to carry His Message of salvation to every per​son. Surrender your heart and life utterly to HIM. Begin TODAY to put Jesus FIRST in your life. Will you do it?
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