HOW TO BE SAVED
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John 3:16

The other day I received this letter from a radio listener,

"I am listening to your broadcast at this time. I hear it everyday . . . I kneel beside my radio when it is time for prayer . . . Preacher, I was raised an orphan, and only God knows of all the mistreatment I have lived through. Without God I have nothing. I have four little children. My husband is a drunkard. God is my only Comforter. I want to be born again and feel worthy to be a child of God. God has answered prayer for me, and I love, Him so. Please help me pray for my husband and my home and the children."

Friends, it is wonderful to know that THOSE WHO LOVE THE LORD JESUS ARE ALREADY BORN AGAIN. This lady said she loved Jesus. One thing is dead sure; if you love the Lord Jesus Christ, you have been born again.

This precious lady says she wants to “feel worthy.” Well, feelings come and feelings go. We cannot trust our feelings. Here is a person, brought up as an orphan, suffering mistreatment all her life, unhappy in marriage. (Drunkenness always brings unhappiness. If you want to see an unhappy home, go to a home where there is a drunkard. Drink brings tears to the eyes of little children, fear into little lives, misery to the heart of a faithful wife. Drunkenness is an awful, awful sin.)

But I want to say that JESUS CHRIST IS THE ANSWER. To that soul, I want to say, Jesus Christ loves you with all His Heart.

David's Contrite Heart

To anyone who wants to be saved, the first thing to realize is that you are a sinner. We have to realize it. We have to have something of the conviction of sin, a realization that there is evil in our nature. In Psalm 31:10 David cries, "My life is spent with grief, my years sighing; my strength faileth because of mine iniquity. My bones are consumed." That was David's contrition, friends. Then in Psalm 51:1, "Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Thy loving‑kindness; according to the multitude of Thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions." David's transgressions were like a heavy, black cloud hanging over his spirit. "Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity." David felt defiled. David felt dirty. David felt as though he had been in a mud‑hole as he thought of his sins. "Cleanse me from my sin." From MY sin, he prayed; not somebody else's sin. Every person who has been saved has asked God to cleanse him from PERSONAL sin. It is not, "God, save US sinners." You must say, "MY" sin. One of the things I have found in my meetings is that people find it hard to say "my" sins. They will say, "Lord, bless us" and so on. But when a soul is reaching out to God to be saved, he prays for forgiveness of his OWN sin. So David here prays for God to cleanse him from his own sin. "I acknowledge my transgressions. My sin is ever before Thee." It is an awful thing to see your sins everywhere you look. A beautiful, spring day is not a time of happiness if you see your sins everywhere. The flowers are blooming; but you do not see the beauty of the flowers--‑you see your SIN. The birds are singing; but you do not hear them. The sunset is lovely beyond words; but you do not see the sunset‑you see your sin! Nothing is lovely if there is sin before our eyes. Sin must be cleared away, forgiven, before we can see the real loveliness around about us.

David said, "Against Thee and Thee only have I sinned and done this evil in Thy sight." There are things, friends that are not evil in the sight of the world. Dirty magazines, suggestive picture shows, indecent dress, filthy novels, there are many things that indicate that this is an evil, lustful age. The "world" sees nothing wrong with these things. But, oh, the eyes of God are holy. "Is THY HEART right with God? Washed in the cleansing Flood?" If not, I pray it will be today.

Isaiah's Confession

Isaiah cried, "Woe is me, for I am undone." Any man is undone in the Presence of God if his sins are not purged away. "I am a man of unclean lips." I wonder if I am speaking to someone today, who, if they told the truth, would have to confess that their lips are UNCLEAN in the Presence of a holy God. Words that are profane, words that are evil, words that are obscene. Isaiah said, "I am in the midst of a people of unclean lips." How true that is of America today! "For mine eyes have seen the LORD!" When you behold the Face of God, you will see your sins! God help you to see it now, before it is too late, before Eternity is upon you! "The wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt." Go out and watch the sea; it has no rest, no time of reclining. It has no leisure. It does not go into the rest of oblivion. It is ceaseless in its activity. So it is with the soul of the wicked "Casting up mire and dirt." Oh, the lives that ceaselessly cast up mire and dirt, instead of that which is good in the eyes of God--‑holy and pure and upright and abiding---filthiness, iniquity. "Behold, Lord, I am in distress," we read in Lamentation 1:20, "My heart is troubled, my heart is turned within me, for I have grievously rebelled against Thee."

Oh, is that true of you? Have you refused to be what God wants you to be? Have you turned your back on His church and on the vows you made when you walked down the aisle that day long ago, in the first gladness, in the first faith, when you gave your heart to the Lord Jesus? When you vowed to love Jesus Christ, when you vowed to be true to Him, true to His Church and to His Gospel, true to His work? But now where are you? Do you sleep on Sunday morning, or read the newspaper, or go out playing golf or something else--‑neglecting the House of God? Not spiritual; the Bible dusty and neglected somewhere--‑an unread Book, much less an un‑lived Book. How can you go to Heaven like that? You can't do it. You can't do it. "There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God and you yourself thrust out." There will be WAILING and GNASHING OF TEETH when you see what you COULD HAVE HAD, and DO NOT have. You neglected, despised, rebelled against God and His salvation. You did NOT TRUST THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

The Promise of Christ

When they heard Peter on the day of Pentecost, they were pricked in their hearts and said to the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" And God tells us today, in His Word, what we are to do. When we realize that we are sinners, and un​forgiven, we are to come to the Lord Jesus Christ! He says today, "HIM THAT COMETH UNTO ME, I WILL IN NO WISE CAST OUT." We are to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. "Who​soever believeth in Him SHALL NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE." We are to tell the Lord Jesus Christ that we are His from this day on, that we are serving HIM, that we are crucified with Him from the world, to live for Him the rest of our days. We are to engage in His service, giving the BEST of our time and talent to the Christ WHO DIED FOR US. 

Friends, if we love Him, we have noth​ing to fear! If to the best of our ability and with all our hearts, we love and serve Him, we have nothing to fear. "Christ died for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world."

Won't you bow your head right now and say, "0 God, be merciful to me a sinner, and SAVE ME NOW FROM MY SINS--‑for Jesus sake." If you realize you are a sinner, that you can​not save yourself, that Jesus can and will save you‑--then all you have to do is say, "Lord Jesus, I take You at Your word.  I believe You will save me now.  I am putting my trust in YOU.”  Will you do it?
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