HOW TO BE RIGHT AND FEEL RIGHT AS A CHRISTIAN
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Romans 5:1 & 8:1

Isn't it wonderful, friends, to be saved by God's marvelous grace! We have been taking up the Plan of Salvation.

We saw in Romans 5:l that being justi​fied by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We learn​ed that there on Calvary's Cross Jesus settled the sin‑question. I want to re​mind you again that no one can have peace until he knows that his sin​ question is settled. When we realize that ALL of our sins, past, present and fu​ture, were dealt with by Jesus on Cal​vary, then we have peace. We must have faith in HIM. Faith is just DEPEND​ENCE upon the Lord Jesus Christ. It is coming to HIM, and turning every​thing over to Him and saying, "Now, Lord, I can't take care of myself in life or in death or bring myself home to Heaven. But You can. You are the only One. I am turning myself over to You in full confidence that You will take care of me. You loved me, You died for me, You are living for me now." Friends, that attitude toward the Lord will bring you peace. We tried to make that plain.

We found also in Romans 8:1 that there is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. We found there is no judgment day to the child of God, as far as the sin question is concerned, for that has been settled.

Now we come today to the matter of feeling, how to feel like a Christian, how to be right, how to feel right. There is such a thing as "feeling." But we are not saved by feelings. Peace with God does not mean feelings. It means the re​moval of everything that could hinder and hurt us in any way. But there are feelings in this matter, and we must get our eyes on the proper thing.

There are three things, primarily, con​cerning feelings. Jot this down, if you like. I think it would be helpful to you. First, FAITH. Faith that on Calvary's Cross the Lord Jesus Christ settled our sin‑question. If we have faith that He did that and we believe that He settled our sins and there is nothing for us to settle now, then, friends, there is peace with our Lord Jesus Christ. It makes no difference what comes. It makes no dif​ference about our works. If we have faith that Jesus died for us and we have turned ourselves over to Him, then we are saved and going to Heaven.

Horatius Bomar, one of God's great preachers, wrote this poem out of a heart full of love, realizing we are saved by faith:

I stand upon the Mount of God 

With sunlight in my soul 

I hear the storms in vales beneath 

I hear the thunders roll. 

But I am calm with Thee, my God, 

Beneath these glorious skies, 

And to the height on which I stand 

No storms nor clouds can rise. 

Oh, this is life! This is joy, 

My God, to find Thee so; 

Thy Face to see, Thy voice to hear, and all Thy love to know.

Horatius Bonar knew what it was to be saved just by faith through the Lord Jesus Christ. When you get that you’ll be on the mountaintop. There'll be thunders and storms, but they'll be be​neath your feet. Up there with your God you can just let them roll on by.  You can cry out, "Oh, this is life, this is joy, my God, to find Thee so, Thy face to see, Thy voice to hear, and all Thy love to know." Horatius Bonar knew he was a sinner. But he knew he was SAVED, by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. We need to sound out, once again, the great old doctrine that has been the Foundation Stone of Christian​ity---JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH.  SALVATION BY FAITH AND FAITH ALONE. Wesley preached it. Edwards preached it. It was the one place where Armenian and Calvinist came together.

It is the one place where all men of all faiths (that are any faiths at all) can come together. Justification by faith in the Christ of Calvary. In those six hours, JESUS PAID IT ALL. He took our sins and melted them away. They are non​existent. God will never be able to charge us with them. The devil will never be able to charge us with them. No one will ever be able to charge us with them. We are JUSTIFIED, by FAITH, in the LORD JESUS CHRIST. Now until you see, believe, and rest in that fact, that YOUR SINS WERE JUDGED TWO THOUSAND YEARS AGO, and that they are not going to come up against you in the future, having been already settled in the past, friends, that God has no controversy with you, you'll never have peace. God did for me everything that needed to be done to get me into Heaven, by the Cross of Christ.

Now a lot of people have faith in the Lord Jesus and still don't feel right. The second necessary thing is DEVOTION. I hope you'll jot that down. Any one not praying will not have the feeling of a Christian. We are saved by faith in Christ, but feelings are a different mat​ter. We must not only see Him as our Saviour dying for our sins. We must see also that we are not to ignore Him. Suppose I come home from a revival meet​ing and walk into my home, and there are my wife and my boy and my girl, and I absolutely ignore them. I just go on through the day as though they were not there. Just ignore them completely. Do you think there would be proper feelings in my home? No. There couldn't be. Well, how do you think God feels?

Above everything else, He wants our love, and our devotion, and our worship. When we don't go to Him each day in Holy Prayer, and love the Lord, and tell Him how much we appreciate Him as our Father in sending Jesus to die for us, for saving us, for giving us the privilege of service, and giving us every good thing, it grieves His Heart. He is not going to let us feel right. We AREN'T right! We CAN'T be right! Now that hasn't anything to do with our SALVA​TION; we are saved by faith in Jesus. But, if we are going to feel right, friends, we must take time to be alone with God and give our devotion unto Him in holy prayer.

Another thing, very dear to the heart of God, is to study His Word. You know, I wish we all loved this Book! A missionary tells about an Indian store​keeper who had read nearly all the New Testament, which the missionary had given him. "I read all the time I have to spare," he said. His white partner inter​rupted and said, "Ali, don't try to make the missionary believe you are so inter​ested. I watched you over there in the corner. You have the Book open, but you go to sleep over it!" "No, I am not asleep," he replied. "You do not under​stand. You see, all my life, I have won​dered why we do not have any of the words Jesus spoke when He was here on earth; why someone did not write them down so we could know just what He said. But I never knew they HAD been written down, until the missionary came. He gave me a little Book, and I thought it could not be of much im​portance. But when I came to read it and found these words, `Jesus said,' on and on I read, and every time I came to those words `Jesus said,' my heart was so happy, I could hardly bear it. I found what I had been longing for all my life. The words that JESUS spoke while on earth! When I come to these words, I cannot go on. I must stop and close my eyes and pray. I must thank God for the words that Jesus said! I must thank Him that the words that Jesus said came to me, before I died." Turning to his partner, he said, "You do not understand. I am not asleep. I am thanking God that I have in my hand and can read for myself the WORDS THAT JESUS SAID."

Ah, friends, I want to say to you that God has given us the BOOK! I believe with all my soul that God is grieving. I believe God is deeply hurt as He sees so many of His people going on from day to day, paying little heed to His own words! Time and again I have knelt with people, with one promise from God's Book and I'd say, "Do you believe this Bible?" and they would answer, "I be​lieve every word of it," and then I found out they didn't even believe one promise! Not even one word in this Book! Oh, beloved, listen. If you and I are going to be happy Christians and feel right, we have got to BE RIGHT. And to BE RIGHT, WE MUST DEVOTE SOME TIME TO PRAYER and to the CARE​FUL EARNEST READING OF HIS WORD. I am struck time and again by the number of times in the Psalms and elsewhere, in the Old and New Testa​ment, where we read of DELIGHTING IN THE WORD OF GOD. That word searches my own heart. I say to myself, "Do I actually delight in the Word of God? Is it the CHIEF DELIGHT to me? Is it more precious to me than any other reading? If so, will I spend more time on the newspaper than I do on my Bible? Will I spend more time on other literature and magazines? Will I spend time reading novels and let the VERY WORDS OF JESUS fail to sink into my heart, to provide the fruit that there ought to be?" If there were NO BIBLES in America, and some missionary came to us with a little New Testament and the words that Jesus said, I wonder if we would spend as much time reading the words of men, passing with the day, passing with the hour, passing with time, and let these WORDS OF ETERNITY fail to lodge in our souls. Friends, if we want to feel right, we must not only ac​cept Jesus dying for us, by faith, but we must also give some time to God in devotion. We must take time to give Him the right place in our heart and life. We must take time to pray. We must take time to bend over this Holy Word.

But still you won't feel right, and you won't be happy as a Christian till one other thing is added to that. That is SERVICE. DO SOMETHING FOR JESUS! I have found out that not only must I accept Jesus' settlement for my sins, and not only must I have devotional periods every day with my Lord, in which I read His Word and pray, letting Him speak to me out of His Book, but I find I must do something for Jesus, to be happy! There are many things to be done! In Matthew 25 Jesus speaks of those who visit HIM in prison, who visit HIM at the sick‑bed; who feed Him when He is hungry; who clothe Him when he is naked, and so on. Now, what Jesus is saying is, "Do that for ME." "If I were down there, I would visit that sick person, but I am not down there. I wish you'd go in My place, and minister for Me. If I were down there, I would feed that hungry man, but I am not down there. Won't you go and tell Him that I sent you and that you are doing this in My Name, for Me?" And on down the line, there are so many things you can do for Jesus. Send flowers to the sick. Witness for our Lord, above everything else! Tell them about Him! Friends, listen, if we have faith in Him and see He died for us on the Cross and if we have periods of devotion, time that we take out of our busy lives to pray and read His words, and we give ourselves in SERVICE, I guarantee any Christian that the joy bells will ring in the heart! Thank God, through faith in Jesus there is nothing but glory by and by. Oh, to be used of Him here in the short time we have to work, looking forward to that day when we will meet Him, face to face. Let us give ourselves completely to Him day by day in service and devotion! Will you do it?
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