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John 14:1-31

Now turn with me to the 14th chapter of the Gospel of John. Jesus says, "Let not your heart be troubled." So it is possible for us to have an untroubled heart, a happy heart, happy in the Lord. Now in this chapter, and I'll not take it verse by verse, we find three statements by three men: by Thomas, by Phillip, and finally, by Judas (not Iscariot, but the other Judas.) In the answer to the statements of these men we find the sure guide, the sure way, to happiness in the Lord.

Jesus had told them he was going away, and in verse 5 we read, "Thomas saith unto Him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?" Thomas meant,  "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?"

Now, beloved, Jesus had been talk​ing to them about Heaven and about the Father's House, and Thomas as much as said, "All that is well and good, but how can we get there if we don't know the geographical location of Heaven?"  Well, we do not know today, friends, speaking geographically, where Heaven is located, but we do not have to know where it is located. We who are trusting Jesus know that we're on the way and that is the important thing. Jesus said

to him, “I am the way.” I'm the way to the Father's House. I am the way to the many mansions. "I AM THE WAY."

THE ROAD

Now "the way" is the Greek word Hodos and means "road," so Jesus literally says, "I'm the road that leads to the Father's House." We don't have to worry about getting there eventually, if we know every 24 hours that we are that much nearer to Heaven; we're farther along the road. Thank God, it's so. Every passing minute I am getting nearer to Heaven. Every week, every month, and every year I am nearer to The Gates of Pearl, the Streets of Gold, and the Presence of God. Isn't it wonderful? We do not know how near we are today. We may be nearer than we dream!

Now the way to be a happy Christian is to be certain you are on the road to Heaven, to be sure that day by day you are traveling the road, that your face is toward Heaven, and that you are being brought nearer and nearer to the city of God, to know that God is bringing you. You may say, "Brother Hendley, I'd give anything in the world if I were just sure of that." Well you can be sure. Jesus says, "I am the way." The man or the woman who puts all his trust and love in the Lord Jesus Christ IS on the way. That is an actuality, and if you love Him today and put your trust in Him and if you are looking only to Him and depending upon Him, you are on the way. Jesus will never fail you and He is bringing you nearer and nearer to Heaven. Jesus says; "I am the way."

You don't have to worry about WHERE Heaven is. I don't know where it is. Nobody on earth knows where Heaven is. If you were to ask me for the geographical location, I couldn't tell you. But one thing I do know: I know the road leads right up to the Gate, and right on in to the City of God! Praise God! Now what is that road? It is the Lord Jesus. How can you know you are on the road? Are you trusting Him as your Saviour wholeheartedly? If you are, you have nothing to fear. You will end up in Heaven, if you are looking to loving Jesus, believing on Jesus, and trusting His precious Blood. Doesn't that hat bring you peace when you realize that? Just remember you don't have to worry about where it is or about getting there if you are trusting Him. You are now on the way and you will arrive safely.

You remember the 15th chapter of Luke in which Jesus gives us a parable of Himself. He says, "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find it? And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when be cometh home, he calleth together his friends and neighbors, saying, unto them, "Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost." When you accept Christ as your Saviour, He puts you on His shoulders, and He is taking you home where you will rejoice forever with Him. Isn't that a wonderful fact? 

We are not Home yet, but we are on the Shepherd's shoulders! He is taking us on His shoulders of strength, shoulders strong enough to carry the world, and shoulders that never tire, shoulders of Almightiness and Love. Jesus will never lose one of His Sheep! Notice also that the sheep does not carry the Shepherd. The Shepherd carries the sheep, safely on His Great Shoulders. Notice also, He does not fail to bring it Home. He does not grow tired and weary of the helpless, helpless sheep on His Shoulders. He brings it HOME. He never fails. The sheep could never reach home by itself. It is the Shepherd's business to see that, and our great Shepherd never fails in His Work. We can surely depend on our Shepherd to carry us Home where we will rejoice with Him forever. Jesus says, "I am the way." That is the first thing we must realize if we are going to have happiness. We must know that Christ is the way we must know that we have accepted Him. We must take Him at His Word that we ARE on the way and will arrive in Heaven. We MUST know that to be happy.

THE FATHER

Now, to be happy, we must draw near to God day by day. In verse 8 of John 14, "Philip saith unto Him, Lord show us the Father, and it sufficeth us." Now that word "suffice" means, "satisfy." Just show us the Father and we will be satisfied. Oh, beloved, no heart will be happy till it sees the Father, until it sees God, not as the Almighty, not as the Most High‑--all those words are in the Bible and are true of him--‑but sees God as our FATHER. "Show us the Father." Philip didn't say, "Show us the great God," but "show us the Father. Show us the God who is looking after us as a Father looks after his child."

Oh, friends, does your child ever have to worry? If your child is like mine, he never worries at all, believe me! He NEVER worries! He doesn't scratch his head when he gets up in the morning and say, “I wonder where I'm going to get some clothes to wear today." They are there. His father has provided his clothes. He doesn't worry about where he is going to get something to eat. There is something on the table for him. He has a father. All he has to do is go and sit down and eat. Everything is provided for him. When he comes home in the afternoon he doesn't say, "I need a roof over my head, and I wonder what I'm going to do for a nice, warm bed to sleep in or a good house to be in tonight to keep me warm and comfortable and safe from the elements." He doesn't have to worry. His father has provided all that.

Listen, we have a God who provides.  He has made ample provision for our sins, for our failures, for our mistakes.  A lady said to me this morning, "I'm worried because I'm not doing all I ought to do." We all ought to have enough concern to stimulate us to do better than we are doing, but no man living has ever done, absolutely perfect​ly, the whole job! And if happiness and joy came from knowing our works were absolute perfect, we would never have any joy or happiness. God knows that we are just like little children. A little girl says,  "Mommy, I will clean up the kitchen." She sweeps around and she cleans up, but when she gets through, the job isn't perfect, but she has done the best she could and her mother accepts her work because she did the best she could. But you know, there is still a little bit of dirt under the kitchen stove or behind the door. A few things still aren't cleaned up, and sometimes some of the dishes have to be washed all over again. Her work is imperfect, but she did the best she could, and she goes joyfully on her way and her loving mother accepts it.

God is like that. Do the best you can and believe that He is a Father and cares the way a father cares. A real daddy doesn't go around with a stick in his hand, beating his child over the head when he does the best he can. Nor does God, who is our Father.

Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father." Show us the father that cares for us, the great Father that cares for us all and will bring us safely home. Now if you will draw nigh to God, you will learn that He is your Father. You will know you are on the way to Heaven with Jesus, and you will be happy.

But wait a minute. You may not be, either. For there is one other thing necessary for happiness. We read in verse 22, "Judas (not Iscariot), saith unto Him, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world?" I love to read that passage. Judas was attracted to Jesus because Jesus loved this poor world! This world needs some love, believe me. This is a world of sickness! This is a world of sorrow; this is a world of heartaches; this is a world of trouble. This world needs somebody to care. And when Jesus Christ came healing the sick, cleansing the lepers, casting out demons, forgiving harlots, calling the publicans, and ministering to this sick, sinning and troubling world, Judas was attracted to Him. Here, observed Judas, was a Man that loved this poor world and was doing all he could to relieve its heartache and suffering. So he joined up with the Lord Jesus. But now Jesus is going to die. He is going away. Jesus is saying He will come again to reveal Himself to them. Then Judas said, "But Lord, how about this big world? Have you changed? Don't you want to reach this big world out here? Aren't you still going to the sick, sobbing, sinning, and sorrowful world? Are you going to reveal yourself unto us and forget all the millions who need to know you, too?" No, Jesus hadn't forgotten it. What is the answer? Jesus is going to reach that world THROUGH ME and THROUGH YOU, through His own people. He has no other way. He has gone back to Heaven. When He was here on earth He ministered to the needs of this world, but He is in Heaven now. How is He going to minister to the needs of this world? He has no hands but mine and yours to minister to the world; no other tongue but mine and yours, to speak the word of comfort; no other feet but mine and yours to run errands of mercy.

I was in Tampa, Fla., not long ago, sitting at lunch with an outstanding businessman in that town. As we sat there he told me about a man, an old Mexican, for whom nobody cared. He said, "I knew the man had a soul, and I went to him and talked to him about his soul and advised him to come to the church. Sure enough, the old man came next day and was gloriously saved. This godly businessman had tears in his eyes as he said, "Preacher, last Sunday my pastor baptized him. Oh, what a joy it was to see the old Mexican saved."  Then that business man looked me in the face and said, "Preacher, I've sold millions of dollars worth of goods, but I have never had the joy in selling millions of dollars worth of merchandise that I had in leading that old man to the Lord Jesus Christ and seeing him saved."

Oh, beloved, Jesus wants to reach this world, but he has no other lips but yours, no other feet but yours and mine and mine. We must reach them if they are ever to be reached. We have got to reach this poor, troubled world for the Lord Jesus Christ! So, if you want to be happy you have got to SERVE OTHERS.

First, to be happy, you have to know you are on the way. Jesus Christ says, "I am the way." You must know that you are trusting Him, that you are drawing nearer and nearer to Heaven, and that you will arrive safely there, because you are on His Shoulders.

Second, you must draw near to God as Father. You must believe that He loves you just because you are His Own, not because of what you do for Him. You are His and He is yours.

Third, you must go out and do something for Jesus and lost souls. Happiness and joy will flood your soul unspeakably, if you do these three things.

You say, "Well, suppose we don't serve the Lord?" A story is told that when Jesus went back to Heaven the Angel Gabriel said, "Is that all You did? "He said, "No, I told them to tell others and win others, and to tell those they win to tell others, to win others, until everyone has been reached and that is My plan for reaching that poor sobbing world. If those that love will tell others and go to others, and they in turn tell others, everybody will hear the good news, and have an opportunity to be saved." Then the Angel Gabriel looked at the Saviour and said, "Suppose they fail You. Suppose they don't go. Suppose your friends down there don't serve You and reach out to save that lost world?" The Saviour said, "I haven't any other plan."

And He hasn't. Friend, today if you are not reaching out and serving, you can't be happy. Won't you say to Jesus today, "Lord, I'm going to serve you from this day on?” And if you haven't accepted him, won't you say, "Lord, I'm getting on the road to Heaven today. I'm trusting God as my Father, and Christ as my blessed Saviour, and I'm getting on the road to Glory." Then throw yourself into the work of the Lord. Trust the Lord as your Saviour and love and serve Him!
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