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Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, I want you to turn with me to Acts, the second chapter, and also the ninth chapter. So have your Bibles open to the place and your note​books ready, and we are going to study today about conviction of sin.

I had a telephone conversation the other day and in this phone conversa​tion questions were asked which I answered from the Bible, the Word of God. This was a very disturbed soul, and I felt that the answers to them might help other people, and that is why I am broadcasting it today. We have dealt already with the question, "Can a Christian commit the Un​pardonable Sin?" and found it is im​possible, for the Spirit comes to abide forever, according to John 14:16. We found out what heart condemnation means and how a person can really be saved and yet have a condemned heart. God tells us that we can have a heart that is not condemned and that we ought to constantly be on the look​out so that we can maintain an un​condemned heart. Then we have bold​ness toward God and boldness in prayer and whatever we ask we receive of God, because we keep His command​ments and do the things that are pleas​ing in His sight. That is found in First John, chapter 3, verses 20, 21, 22. 

Now comes the next question, and that is, "How much conviction must I have to be saved? Must a person have to be convicted of sin, before they are saved? What is this conviction of sin?" Now that is a question that is disturbing people today. The answer to this question is, yes, there is some conviction, but you are not to look at that at all. All you need to be saved is two things: first, to realize you are a sinner and that you need a Saviour. That is the first thing. Now if you realize that, you don't have to worry about "how much" you realize it or "how much" you need Him, for actually CONVICTION, in the Bible sense of the term and in the sense of being a part of salvation, is simply the REALIZATION OF NEED, the realiza​tion that you and I are sinners like any other human being in the world. All of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God. That is conviction. It is the realization of our need of GOD. Now that conviction comes in varying degrees, but all you need to be saved is to realize you NEED a SAVIOUR. That's all the conviction you need. Ac​tually, I think I was more convicted, realized my need, more AFTERWARD than I did before. I believe I realize more today my need of Jesus Christ than I ever dreamed when I first ac​cepted Him as my Saviour and my Lord. I am quite sure that I realize to​day my need of Christ MORE than I did back yonder when I was converted twenty-nine years ago. CONVICTION! Conviction carries with it the sense of realization of NEED, and in the case of conviction of sin, it is the realization that I am a sinner. Conviction about Christ is the realization that I need Christ. Conviction about the Word of God is that it is the Authority, the one Book that is going to judge us. Jesus said, "The words that I have spoken unto you shall judge you in that day." Conviction about the promises of God are that He means what He says and that if I trust Christ, God says in His Word I shall never perish. In John 3:16 1 am convicted about that and convinced about that and I believe God means what He says. So you see there are various con​victions.

But when we think about conviction in the Bible sense of the term, in rela​tion to salvation, we mean how much conviction OF SIN do I need. Now there are two convictions we do need. We need the conviction that we are a SINNER, and secondly, the conviction that Christ died for us and has all that we need IN HIMSELF and His great salvation. Then it is simply a matter of receiving Him as our Saviour and Lord.

Now, you are talking about varied degrees of conviction. Let's look at that for a moment. Remember that conviction is a realization of NEED of Christ, and secondly that Christ FUL​FILLS that need, or is able to fulfill that need. On the Day of Pentecost, we read of conviction of the people. Verse 37. When they heard this, they were pricked in their heart and said unto Peter and the rest of the Apostles, 'Men and brethren, what shall we do?' Then Peter said unto them, 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the re​mission of sins (the sending away of your sins, the removal of your sins) and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you and your children and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.' And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 'Save yourselves from this un​toward generation."' So there we have THE CONVICTION on the Day of Pentecost. When Peter preached, we read, they were pricked in their heart and said unto Peter and the rest of the Apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" Now that is conviction of sin.

Now in this particular case it was very great! For they were speaking to the very people (the Jewish people) who turned against Christ. Now don't misunderstand me: the Jews had no more responsibility than the Gentiles; the Romans put Him to death. But it was the Jewish nation that he was preaching to, that had their part in re​jecting Christ as their Messiah of the Old Testament Scriptures, as He came in fulfillment of the Word of God, and they said, "Away with Him! Crucify Him! We have no king but Caesar."

Now, that awful sin, of rejecting Christ and demanding the death penal​ty of Jesus, brought to them great conviction when they realized their responsibility for it and their need of Him! Naturally! GREAT SIN usually produces GREAT CONVICTION. Show me a man who has been a great drunk​ard, and I'll show you a man greatly exercised as a rule when he is SAVED. Show me a man who has been an adul​terer, who has lived in the lusts of the flesh, and I'll show you a man who generally has a great experience of con​viction, a great sense of his NEED. A little child doesn't have the conviction that a grown person has. That's where some grown-ups make a mistake; they want to put an old sinful heart in the heart of a child. It's true that sin is there, but it is tender. It is not hard​ened. It isn't GREAT sin. It isn't HUGE sin. There are degrees of sin in the Bible, according to the Word of God.

So at Pentecost there was great con​viction, and these people felt a great responsibility for their sin in rejection of Jesus. "Jesus, Whom ye have cru​cified," he says, in the preceding pass​age. "You crucified Him!" And when they had heard this, that they had cru​cified God's Son, the result was that they were pricked in their heart! They were stabbed to the heart. Their hearts felt great pain, great inward pain, be​cause they had crucified God's son. And the result of that pain was that they cried and said, "Men and brethren, what shall we do? What are we going to DO? We've SINNED against God and His Son! God sent His Son to us and we CRUCIFIED Him, and we re​jected Him and nailed Him to a Cross. We didn't BELIEVE in Him! What shall we DO to make amends to God and to Christ? What CAN we do? What SHALL we do?"

Thank God, there is something that can be done. Peter said, "REPENT and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of this Christ; and instead of judgment, God Almighty will forgive you all your sins and remove them from you." That is what REMISSION means---the sending away of sins, removal of your sins from you, no more sense of condemnation. And then, the addi​tional Gift of the Holy Spirit! What wonderful two gifts we have here, in these statements! Isn't that great?

Let me remind you that although we have not physically ordered the crucifixion of Jesus as did the nation of the Jews, nationally rejecting Him as their Messiah, nevertheless WE ARE GUILTY of the Crucifixion of the Son of God! For it was OUR SIN that nailed Him to that Cross. It is PER​SONAL. It is INDIVIDUAL. It is not collective. It is not racial. Jesus didn't die for RACES of men. He didn't die for white men and black men and yel​low men and red men collectively. Jesus died for sinners INDIVIDUAL​LY. Paul said, "He loved me and gave Himself for me." And that means YOU! It doesn't matter about the color of your face, or your position, or your possessions, or your social standing, or your place in the business world, or your accomplishments, or your talents, or your gifts. None of these things mat​ter. All have sinned and come short of the glory of God and YOU AND I are guilty of His death! Each of us must say, "My sins nailed Him to the Cross." each of us must say with Thomas, "My Lord and My God," to be saved. Jesus died for YOU. Paul said, "He loved ME, and gave Himself for ME." It was individual: "Jesus, MY Lord! MY God."

There was terrible conviction at Pen​tecost because there was terrible sin. And to some measure today there will be pricking in our hearts when you and I realize that it was OUR sins that nailed Him to that Cross, YOUR sins and MY sins. Jesus would never have died if it hadn't been for MY sin, and for YOUR sin. He died for ME. He died for YOU. He died to pay for them so God could REMOVE them from us, and remove condemnation from you and from me. It is an individual mat​ter. Yes, if you will claim Him today as your Saviour He will SAVE YOU.

So we OUGHT to be pricked in our hearts! That will make us cry, "What shall we DO?" when we realize OUR responsibility in the crucifixion of Jesus. OUR part in nailing Him to the Cross, pouring out His blood. OUR sins nailed Him there. "They are nailed to the Cross, they are nailed to the Cross, 0 how much He was willing to bear! With what anguish and loss Jesus went to the Cross, but He carried MY SINS with Him there." That is the Gos​pel. And the minute you believe that and claim HIM as your Saviour, then that is made good to you and you re​ceive the remission of sins. God re​moves your sins and gives you in your heart the marvelous Gift of the Holy Spirit to lead you and guide you in your Christian life, to inspire you and give you courage so that you won't be alone---God will be with you---through all the journey of life until you arrive safely in heaven.

That was the conviction of Pente​cost, of the Jews who had definitely crucified Christ.

Next we have chapter 9, and the con​viction of PAUL. You remember that as he was walking along the Damascus road suddenly Jesus appeared to him. A light from heaven struck him down! He was smitten blind, hearing the voice of Jesus right out of heaven audibly! But, friends, that isn't the way God saves people today. There never was but one person saved just like that. So why try to say, "I must be saved like someone else." If we have to be saved like Paul we would be in terrible distress. He was greatly convicted. He was trembling and astonished because he HATED Jesus, and suddenly Jesus appeared to him, and he looked in His Face and was smitten blind, and heard Jesus call his voice literally. He heard it with his physical hearing.

No, we are not saved like Paul. And we are not saved exactly like Mary Jones or John Smith. We are saved, most of us, like the sons of Zebedee. They were simply going about their business mending their fish nets with their father by the lake of Galilee. Jesus walked by and saw them and said simply, "Follow Me." They heard His voice and saw something in Him that appealed to them, something that was different, something that answered their needs, and they arose and fol​lowed Him. Yes, that's all the convic​tion you need.

You say, "How much conviction must I have? Do I have to have some great experience, some tremendous emo​tion?" No, the only emotion you need is the emotion OF your need, the emotion of fear because of sin, the emotion of love because of gratitude for what Jesus did for you on the Cross in dying for your sins. All the convic​tion you need is that you are a sinner and that Christ loves you and died for you.

You say, "I have that conviction, preacher. I want to be saved."

Then all you have to do is receive Him, now, right by your radio. You don't have to be in a church or cathedral or revival meeting, sawdust trail altar, none of these things. You don't have to go out and pray in the woods for five or six hours or for a week. You can be saved INSTANTLY, right now, by going to the Lord Jesus in simple prayer. He will hear you. He is bending over you. You may say, "Lord, You said that as many as received You, You would give power to become sons of God. So by simple faith, Lord Jesus, I do now receive You as my Saviour and my Lord, for time and eternity."

He will save you right now as you simply REALIZE YOU NEED HIM, and as you GO to Him, and put your TRUST in Him. God's Word says, "Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish." John 3:16. You can say, "I KNOW I am saved because GOD says so in His Word."

Well, that's all for now, friends. God bless you for now and goodbye.
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