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How many sins does it take, to send a soul to Hell? You say, "What do you mean, preacher?" Well, there is a common idea that a man has to have a great number of sins to be lost, great sins, that little sins won't send you to Hell, or that one sin won't send you to Hell. But that idea is false. Friends, I want to call your attention to the fact that GOD ANSWERS THIS QUESTION. HOW MUCH SIN, or HOW MANY SINS, does it take to send a soul to Hell?

I am reading from Romans 1:28. "And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient, being filled with all unrighteousness." They know the judgment of God and do them anyhow. We read in verse 32. God says that those that commit these things are "worthy of death.” "And they not only do these things, but have pleasure in them that do them." They not only rejoice in doing such things themselves, but also rejoice in seeing others doing the same things, sinning as they sin, going down to Hell hand‑in‑hand, in crowds, with other lost sinners. Multitudes are going to Hell, in crowds. I want to say to you right now, friend that you may go down to Hell with the crowd but your suffering will be ALONE. You will suffer alone. When the time of judgment comes, you will stand ALONE! Sinners leave sinners like rats leaving a sinking ship--‑when judgment comes. That's the way it is.

Now how much sin does it take to send a sinner to Hell? Verse 29. "Being filled with all unrighteousness." What is unrighteousness? Whatever is wrong. Whatever is not right. Now you know that in the Lord's sight, you have done things, which are not right. You have done things in business that are not might. You have spoken words that are not right. You have read books that are not right. You have read magazines that are not right. You have thought thoughts that are not right for you to think. God Almighty knows. He is looking on. He knows what is taking place. It doesn't make any difference what YOU THINK is right and wrong, because the world says almost everything these days is all right. IT IS WHAT GOD SAYS, that determines right from wrong. He is the One who decides. He is the One who opens and shuts the door. He is the One who knows all about your soul. He is the One you must please, if you are to get to Heaven. We have got to please this God who speaks out against sin, and that means we must get rid of sin if we are to get to heaven.

Verse 29. "Being filled with all unrighteousness, and fornication." That word carries with it all kinds of unclean, lustful doings. It is a prevailing sin today. It was a prevailing sin in Paul's day. It has been a prevailing sin since the beginning. Yet, God has provided, whereby men should not commit that sin. Oh, the people going to Hell today by this awful sin. 

And then "Wickedness." Baseness of character, evil in character. And then, "Covetousness." Covetousness is equal to idolatry, Paul says. It is a desire to get things, just to have things, not for the glory of God and for the right. 

And then “Maliciousness," meaning all hateful attitudes toward others. 

"Envy." You know that drinking is a sin, that fornication is a sin, but do you know that ENVY is a sin? God classes envy with these other sins. When you envy someone else their position, the place that God has given unto them, then that is sin. But how many people are guilty of this sin! 

Then notice, "Murder." You say, "Thank God, I haven't murdered anybody." Friend, you can murder by breaking the heart of your wife, disloyal, going with another, breaking her heart, and killing her by degrees. He who hates his brother is a murderer. A hateful attitude in the heart is murder. 

Then, "Debate." A desire just to argue all the time, just to prove that you are right and the other person is wrong. Oh, that awful word. You didn't know that just to ARGUE, for the sake of arguing, is a SIN, did you? God says it is. 

"Deceit." Deceiving others, deliberately misleading others. 

"Whispers." The Greek word carriers with it a hissing sound. It is called an onomatopoetic word, meaning that it sounds like what it means. Whiss‑per‑ers! Gossipers! Slanderer, telling the latest tale, smudging the character and reputation of others. God says of whisperers, that they are worthy of DEATH. Whisperers are worthy of being shut out of heaven! 

"Backbiters." Those who fight somebody to their back, but they are all milk‑and‑honey to their face. 

"Haters of God." You say, "Nobody hates God, Preacher." Anyone who does not obey His Word, and come to Him to give thanks to Him in prayer for their food and health and strength and loved ones and friends, anyone who does not accept His Christ and His offer of Heaven, that person HATES God. 

"Despiteful." Doing things just to spite others. "Proud." Pride is an awful thing and is the sin of the hour. Pride of face, pride of place. Pride of grace, and pride of race. So many people today think that because their face is a different color, they are better. It is a sin, and God says that such is worthy of death. I am not saying that; the Lord is saying it. 

"Boasters." They who boast about themselves, and what they do. They don't give the glory to God, Who gives them the very energy to do what they do. "Inventors of evil things." Oh, how many people have invented evil things! When I was in a certain city, the police made a raid on a place that had been showing dirty, licentious pictures. The same thing in another city, films that the chief of police had to ban; he wouldn't even let his officers go there to raid the place, pictures that were the invention of filthy, dirty human minds! 

"Disobedient to parents." That is a sin. 

"Without understanding." "Covenant breakers." 

"Without natural affection." Without natural affection for our wives, husbands, children. God says it is a sin worthy of death. 

"Implacable." When you can't make peace with some people. They will be offended. They don't know what it means to be forgiving and make peace. 

"Unmerciful." They don't have mercy on others, and God says He will have no mercy on them. If we don't forgive others, God Himself cannot forgive us.

Notice those sins, friends. EVERY ONE OF US IS GUILTY! GUILTY BEFORE GOD! Every one of us has sinned. You say, "Well, then, we are all going to Hell."

No, we are not. God has provided the way out! That way is the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. We read about how to be saved in the Gospels. Christ died for our sins. When we come to God, and earnestly pray, "God, be merciful to me a sinner, and save me, for JESUS' sake," He will save us. Jesus Christ, loving us, laid down His Life for us, and when we trust Him to be our Saviour, He will honor our faith in Him and save us.

A Russian evangelist tells of speaking in a crowded hall. An instructor of a college in Leningrad was there and kept looking around with an expression of disdain. It was a very mixed company, simple peasants, workingmen, communists, and persons of high rank. He said, "When I completed my message, a swarthy man, sitting in the rear, who had been listening with eyes wide open with wonder, rose up and shouted, `Look at my face, how black I am. But within I am blacker still. I spent eight years in chains in Siberia. Ever since my youth I have been a criminal, and a murderer. Then I was released, returned to Russia, and I became a communist and was given almost unlimited powers. Again I reveled in murdering men. Legally or illegally, I have taken the lives of more men than there are people now in this hall.' Then he threw himself on the floor, weeping miserably. I asked him if he knew the Gospel of Christ. ‘No,’ he said, `I have never read it. By chance, I came in here, and from you I have heard it for the first time. Can a man like me ever obtain forgiveness?' The wonder of Pardon was wrought in this man. The peace that passeth all understanding became his. His face shone with joy. To sit on the front row seemed an honor too great to him. He seated himself on the floor, saying, `I am not fit to sit beside the others.' He was persuaded to take a seat."

There was a man, who, on his own admittance, had a black heart. Legally or illegally, he had murdered more men than sat in that Gospel hall that night. He heard the story of the Gospel, the good news that God had given His only begotten Son to die, that his sins might be forgiven; that JESUS went to the Cross and hung there in agony and blood, and emptied His precious veins in order that our sins might be forgiven. THESE SINS! THESE SINS THAT I HAVE READ TO YOU! You know you are guilty! You know there is only One Way out. That it is through the Gospel, the good news that Christ died for our sins.

You say, "Preacher, I don't want to die, unforgiven. I want to be ready to meet God. I want the assurance of heaven. I recognize that I am a sinner. I know that I have sinned against God. I am guilty of some of those things, and God says I am worthy to die. But I see that Jesus died in my place. Right now, Preacher, I want to accept Him."

Friend, you don't have to be in a church to be saved. You can be saved right there, where you are this moment. Just kneel where you are, and pray, "God I know I am a sinner. But be merciful to me, a sinner, and save me, for Jesus' sake. From this time on, I want Christ to live in my heart. I want to follow Him and meet Him in heaven." Will you do it? God bless you.
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