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Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Judges, the 6th chapter, and we are studying today how God delivers His people and also the Call of God, how God calls a man, how He calls men to salvation and calls men to service. People ask me that question. "How can I hear the Voice of God? How can I know God has cal​led?" We see it here as we study the life of Gideon today.

Now in Judges the 6th chapter we have already found that Israel had done evil in the sight of the Lord and God raised up judgment in the form of the Midianites, who put Israel in terrible bondage and slavery for seven years.

Seven years of affliction! Some peo​ple never learn any other way. I saw a man one time in an elevator going up to an operating room, and he groan​ed out, "Lord, have mercy on me!" I wanted to stop and say, "Brother, how long has it been since you PRAY​ED? Did you wait till you were face to face with the knife, face to face with death, before you seriously called on God?"

Well, Israel waited till she was seven years in the affliction of the oppressor before she called on God. But when she did call, in prayer, God being God and answering prayer when it is hon​est, raised up a prophet who told them their trouble: that they had been dis​obedient unto the Voice of God. Dis​obedience to God is a terrible SIN.

Then, God Almighty sent an angel down to a young man by the name of Gideon and called him as their deliver​er. When a nation gets in sin, God sends a prophet to point out what is wrong---disobedience. Secondly, He sends a deliverer to positively lead them out and back into His blessing again.

Those two elements are necessary. People need to see WHY they are in the condition they are in. Secondly, the remedy. In every sermon (that ought to be true of us; God have mer​cy on me as an evangelist and as a preacher) we ought to show people from God's Word WHAT IS WRONG. Fundamentally there is nothing wrong but disobedience unto God; then sec​ondly we have got to find the way out, the deliverance.

Now nationally God raised up Gide​on, and in the life of Gideon we learn some lessons about God's Call that are very important to us. When the chil​dren of Israel prayed, God raised up a PROPHET to tell them what was wrong. Then God sent the ANGEL, the Angel of the Lord, to Gideon to call him.

Now here is the call of Gideon in the Old Testament time. Verse 11. "And there came an angel of the Lord and sat under an oak which was at Ophrah that pertained unto Joash. And his son Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress to hide it from the Midi​anites." Now a winepress was usually down low, and the threshing-floor was up high where the wind blew. Here he is, down by the winepress because of the fear of the enemy. Israel the na​tion is in slavery to the Midianites, the Midianites making life intolerable and unbearable for them (because of their disobedience to God). But they cried to the Lord, and the Lord is going to deliver them. And the Lord sends an ANGEL, the Angel of the Lord, unto Gideon. He is not sent to ALL of them; God raises up A MAN. God uses in​dividual MEN.

Now I want to say to you today that the greatest blessing of God in America today are THE MEN OF GOD WHO ARE IN IT. The men and women of prayer! The men whom God has called to faithfully preach His Word, who are honest and uncompromising! God have mercy on a compromising preacher in this hour! I am not speaking brutally or unethically or without tact or un​lovingly. But "SPEAKING THE TRUTH, IN LOVE," Paul said, is the characteristic of a real man of God. God help us, if we are not preaching God's Word honestly.

I heard not long ago about a preach​er who took a church. This isn't hear​say. This came to me directly from a person whom I know to be true. This is fact. The preacher said that when the church called him they said to him, "Now look. There are certain things we don't want you to preach on," and they listed those things (sins that they want​ed to commit). This preacher said, "I am not interested in preaching that which is displeasing to you; all I want is that salary. You give me that salary and I'll preach what you want me to preach."

Now I had heard about things like that, but I never heard anything so ab​solutely startling as a preacher saying that. That is a serious thing to say, isn't it? Well, the Lord have mercy. Paul said, "I haven't corrupted God's Word. I have delivered unto you the whole council of God. I have preached the Word." ANY PREACHER that will even GO to a place that would limit what he is to PREACH and would tell him what he is NOT to preach and what he IS to preach, cannot be listen​ing to the Voice of God! Such a preacher is listening to the voice of men. He is selling out to men! One day we'll meet God with our ministry. There is a terrible word of warning to us about how we handle God's Word.  

Anyway, here is Gideon. Now when Israel got in trouble with sin, and God judged her because she did evil, He raised up a deliverer. God called a man! And here we have it, in verse 12: "And the angel of the Lord appeared unto Gideon and said unto him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valor."

Mighty man? Why, Gideon said, "How can this thing be?" He said, "0 lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? Behold, my family is poor in Manesseh and I am the least in my father's house."

But the Lord said unto him, "Surely I will be with thee. I will smite the Midianites as one man."

Notice here that when God picks out a man He encourages him the first thing! He gives him a boldness that He never had in himself. This boldness that Gideon had to deliver Israel didn't come from himself; it came from GOD. GOD gives His people courage! God gives His people strength! Paul says in one of his letters, "God has not given us the spirit of bondage again to fear."

In other words, God doesn't save us FROM a life of fear, only to go back into a life of fear and bondage. God SAVES us from bondage. God SAVES us from fear. God gives His people COURAGE! That is what God wants us to have.

"The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valor." Now this is God's GRACE. Gideon wasn't chosen for anything good in himself. He came from a poor family in Manesseh, and he ad​mitted he was the least in his father's house. But God picks out little things to confound the mighty, we read in First Corinthians. God chooses weak things and things that are "nothing" in the eyes of the world, so that no flesh shall glory in His Presence! Gideon gave the GLORY to GOD. Right there is one reason why God can't use some of us; we are in the way. We are too proud. God can't use us. We are not humble enough. We are not low enough. Somebody asked Francis of Assisi why God used him. He said, "God reached around to pick up the smallest thing He could," and that was the reason He used him. God knew He would get glory out of it and the INSTRUMENT would not get glory.

So here we have it in the case of Gideon. God calls him. God's deliverer is to be a mighty man, to do works of miracles because the LORD is with him. I want to say to you that is true in the Christian life today. Every life in touch with God will know that God is with him. You'll KNOW IT. When we are in touch with God, miracles will happen. We'll KNOW it! I can look back over the twenty-nine years I have preached and see things about which I have to say, "That was God. That wasn't me. That wasn't a group of us together. That was something beyond human doing. That was miraculous. Lives have been changed. Sins have been broken up. Hearts have been mov​ed. People have been saved. Complete transformations have taken place. Miraculous answers to prayer have come about. This has been GOD. This is the Finger of God. This goes beyond anyone's ingenuity and talent and natural abilities. This is GOD." If I couldn't look back over my ministry and see this, I WOULD QUESTION whether I were in touch with God or not.

I remember a very vivid experience in my early days. I was displeased with my ministry and life, and God awoke me one morning and gave me this statement in John 14, the words of Jesus: "He that hath My Command​ments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth Me. And he that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father and I will love him and I will manifest Myself unto him." Which means, I will MAKE MYSELF REAL to that person who will love Me and keep My Command​ments "Love Me, and do what I say to do in the pages of the New Testa​ment." There are a lot of people who say they love Him but they do not search His Commands to obey them​, which proves they do not love Him. Christ didn't promise to manifest Him​self to anybody who would not carry out His words.

Did you ever notice in the last verse of Matthew 28, "Lo, I am with you al​ways?” Literally, "all the days." ". . . Even to the consummation of the age." What is the qualification? The quali​fication is to go into all the world and make disciples of all the nations, bap​tizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and TEACHING THEM MY WORD, to do what I want them to do. And THAT PERSON who makes disciples for Jesus and gets them baptized and teaches them the Word of God and how to live for God will HAVE THE LORD WITH HIM AL​WAYS, will have HIS PRESENCE.

So, the Lord's Presence is dependent upon LOVE to Himself, love to Christ, AND OBEDIENCE TO WHAT HE SAYS. Then we can have His Presence, His Power, and His Blessing! But as long as you and I are not living as Jesus says to live we cannot have His Presence and Power and Blessing. Our lives will not be what they ought to be. It is impossible. God help us today to see this.

Now let's go on further. Gideon ask​ed questions! He asked WHY, WHERE and WHEREWITH. In verse 13 he said to the angel, "0 my lord, if the Lord be with us WHY then has all this hap​pened to us? And WHERE be all His miracles, which our fathers told us of? And WHEREWITH shall I save Is​rael?"

"Where are all God's miracles? We have heard about God. We have heard how God delivered His people from Pharaoh in Egypt, when they were slaves. We have heard how God parted the Red Sea and led them through on dry ground and then drowned the Egyptian chariots coming behind. We have heard how God led them by a pil​lar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night through the wilderness. God sustained the people on manna for for​ty years. Their clothing didn't wear out. God took care of them. We have heard about God appearing to Moses on Mount Sinai, giving him the Law. We have heard about God dispossessing Canaan of those people and leading Israel in. Where is God NOW?" The answer was, because of disobedience God cannot operate in your midst, just as the prophet said. Disobedience!

"Why has all this happened to us?" People ask questions like that today. "Why has this happened to me?" Not long ago a friend of mine met a person who used her talents for the glory of God, and then later she devoted those talents to the world. Several children were born normally and then a child was born afflicted, and this woman said, (speaking to this friend), "I won​der if this afflicted child came upon us from God because we used the talents we once used to serve Him purely for commercial reasons and for the things of this world. I wonder . . ."

In relating this to me my friend said, "Does God do this to awaken us?" Friends, God will do anything if it has to be done---to awaken us. I don't know if it was true in this case or not, but I have no doubt that God many times cannot reach us by any other way than by sending something that seems to be tragic, something that hurts deep​ly, something that makes us stop-look​-and-listen-listen to GOD, and OBEY Him, to awaken us. But even that He does in love, let's remember that. Whatever God does He does in LOVE.

When the sun is shining bright and everything is going well, let's live for GOD! Then if afflictions come, and trouble, let's just keep on living for God, and let's go over our lives and see if there is some way in which we have been disobeying Him, and get that thing out of the way and begin TO OBEY God. For God is a God of MER​CY, and a God of LOVE, and whatever He does He does in mercy and love. It is MERCIFUL of God to refuse to let us go on in a state of disobedience that leads to unhappiness here and unhap​piness hereafter.

"Why has all this befallen us? Why has this happened to me? Why do I have this ill health? Why did I lose my husband? Why did I lose my child? Why did I lose my job and finances? Why did this come my way? Why does everything seem to go wrong?"

Friend, remember that even God's obedient people go through times of suffering. We know that from the Book of Job. Job was the best man God had on earth, and he lost his health and his wealth and his ten children IN ONE DAY. But it PURIFIED Job. It drew him closer to God! He knew God as he NEVER knew Him before. He admitted it after it was over. So Job thanked God for it forever that he was afflicted.

But listen, many times people won't listen to God in any other way but by some startling thing He has to send to awaken us. So the best thing to do is LIVE FOR GOD day by day. Be sure there is nothing between. Pray! Read the words of Jesus! See if we are living the life He says to live, obeying Him. Then, when the dark days come we will have the peace of knowing (to the best of our knowledge) that we tried to live well pleasing to the Lord. There will be a sense of satisfaction in our souls, that can't come any other way but by constant prayer and constant reading of Jesus' words in the Gospels. Let us check our lives and see if we are living pleasing TO HIM.
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