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Luke 18:1

You know, friends, there is nothing more important that we can present to you than the great subject of Prayer. So turn with me in your Bibles to chapter 18 of Luke, and verse 1. I want to remind you that so many peo​ple are finding in their problems of life today that they have no victory, and the whole thing can be boiled down to one thing: lack of prayer, due to lack of confidence that God can and God will do something about our problems. Everyday problems: finan​cial, out of a job, a loved one drink​ing, a home being broken up, immoral living, children seemingly going hay​wire. All of this---listen---the answer to it is PRAYER! When you and I see someone "fainting," we know that that person is NOT PRAYING! Because if we pray (as we OUGHT) and read God's Word, we'll not faint.

In Luke 11:13 God promises to give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him! If you are a Christian, if you are a child of God, you can claim this prom​ise. Have you accepted Jesus as your Saviour? Have you been born again? Has your life been changed? If you EVER were born again, you are still a child of God even though you have backslidden. God still loves you and says that if you confess your sins He is faithful and just to forgive you and cleanse you from all unrighteous​ness. So the minute you confess your sins you are forgiven. Now believe that. Faith takes God at His Word. Be​lieve that God restores you just now, as though you had never sinned. You are His child. And a child doesn't have to beg parents for forgiveness. When he does something wrong and says, "Daddy and Mother, forgive me," he is forgiven immediately, and God is better than we are. So you see the great problem is FAITH, and the Lord Jesus is saying to so many of us, "0 ye of little faith!" "Little-faith ones!" literally. LITTLE-faith ones! SOME faith SAVES. Faith in Jesus saves. But we need more than just LITTLE faith; we need to live on God's Word and then our faith will INCREASE.

So take this passage in Luke 11:13. Whatever your problem is, take it to the Lord IN PRAYER! "In His arms He'll take and shield thee, and thou wilt find a solace there." Do you be​lieve it? God GIVES the Holy Spirit to them that ASK Him! The Holy Spirit is the answer to all our needs. The Holy Spirit is the Author of the Bible, so we can't understand the Bible unless we have the Holy Spirit possessing us and flooding us. If you are born again, the Holy Sprit came into your heart and He dwells within you. It is just a matter of surrendering every​thing to Him.

Of course, there is a matter of sin in our lives. If there are some books we are reading, some places we are going, some people we are associating with, things we are talking about and doing, that are GRIEVING God's SPIRIT, then there won't be any ans​wer! There won't be any victory. We must get rid of our sins, and the best thing to do is go to God in prayer, confessing our sins. God is faithful and just to forgive us and cleanse us. Now, after you have gone alone and con​fessed your sins to the Lord and asked forgiveness for Christ's sake and have taken His promise and believed that He HAS DONE that (because HE SAID SO, not because you FEEL dif​ferent, but just because God SAYS so and He KEEPS His Word---for faith has confidence in God, takes God at His Word)---THEN, ASK GOD TO FILL YOU WITH HIS HOLY SPIRIT.

Now the Holy Spirit comes in when we are born again. But He doesn't FILL us unless we GIVE HIM our lives, our minds, our hearts. That involves total surrender. That involves giving up your life to God. That involves saying to the Lord, "As best I know how, from now on my thoughts are going to be Your thoughts; my words, Your words; my hearing, Your hearing; my hands, Your hands; my feet, Your feet. I YIELD TO THEE. I am going to put YOU FIRST, Lord, in my life."

You say, "That's pretty rough, preacher." That's what nearly everybody seems to think today. It ISN'T rough. The OTHER way is rough. There is no peace, my friends, but that which comes from knowing one is right with God. There is no peace in my heart if I know that there is "a shadow" be​tween my soul and God. There is no peace. If there is anything that God can put His Finger on and say, "I am displeased with that, because it is hurt​ful and wrong," then I needn't expect to have peace. Oh, I can talk about psychiatry and read all those nice, sweet books that are coming out today, but DAVID said it in one line: "If I re​gard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." And HE WILL NOT.

So, the first thing to do is get on our knees and make sure there is nothing between our souls and God. CONFESSION OF SIN. You must go over your life. I must go over my life. Individually, alone with God! We must see if there is anything, thinking, act​ing, doing, that is displeasing to God. We must confess it and forsake it.

The second thing is to SURRENDER mind, heart, tongue, and entire body, TO GOD. That is, tell the Lord, "Lord, if YOU will just send Your Spirit into my heart in His fullness---I know He dwells there---but if You will just let Him possess me, I will surrender every​thing to God. There is no other way it can be done.

Then the third thing (after we have confessed our sins, and have surrend​ered to God the best we know how) is to PERSEVERE IN PRAYER for the thing that you want! The prob​lem. The trouble. Keep on praying and don't FAINT. Don't give up! For in Luke 18:1 Jesus spake a parable unto them to the end that they OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY and not faint. He assures us in verse 7 that God WILL AVENGE His elect who cry to Him day and night and that He will do it speedily. He will ANSWER our pray​ers! He will CORRECT the situation. He will CHANGE this. He will GIVE you a job when there aren't any jobs. God can do miracles. God can spread a tabernacle in the wilderness. God can give food, as He gave to the Israelites, the manna from heaven. Manna! God fed them directly. God can do miracles in your home, in your hus​band, in your wife, in your children, in your job, in your mind!

My beloved friends, we have lived so far BENEATH what God has for us and planned for us that we've given up, so many of us. We just don't be​lieve God is a miracle-working God anymore, that He can do the extra​ordinary, the miraculous, and the super​natural, that He can CHANGE things. Well, He CAN. And one of the ter​rible things is in this passage: He says, "When the Son of Man cometh, shall He find THE FAITH on the earth?" That is, that kind of faith that prays and doesn't faint and believes God will avenge us speedily if we cry to Him day and night.

Have you got a problem? Will you cry to God day and night about it? Will you PRAY about it? Will you take this statement and bend over it in prayer and read it over and over again until it is IN YOUR HEART, and say, "Lord, give me Thy Holy Spirit as you said in Luke 11:13; and Lord, keep me from fainting as You said in Luke 18:1; and Lord, avenge me speedily as You said in Luke 18:7 and 8. For I want to be among those who have THE FAITH IN GOD that does not faint but prays through every problem and has victory when Jesus comes. I don't want to be among those who have no faith, when Jesus Christ comes."

Now that is what our Lord says about it. Don't faint, don't faint. Turn to the LORD.

The next thing you can do is get somebody to "agree together with you." Matthew 18:19. "If two of you shall agree on earth as touching any​thing it shall be DONE of My Father." After you, in your heart, HAVE FAITH, then get somebody else who has equal faith. But get someone who has FAITH, and agree with them about praying about this particular problem. Pray that God will avenge you speedily, that He will take up your cause speed​ily, that God will answer THOSE WHO HAVE FAITH IN HIM.

I didn't say, "Those who are GOOD." That is a weakness, looking at "our goodness.” A lot of people say, "God won't answer MY prayer." You know what that is? That simply says, beloved, that we have never seen the fact that God does not do any thing for us on the basis of our good​ness. "There is none good, no, not one." There isn't ANYBODY "good enough" to get an answer from God! There isn't ANYBODY "good enough" to be saved. "There is none righteous, no, not one." Salvation is BY GRACE, THE UN​MERITED FAVOR OF GOD. That's the only way we are saved. And PRAY​ER is an UNMERITED privilege! ALL the good things God gives us are un​merited favors! So God doesn't answer our prayers because we are "good" ---He answers our prayers because JESUS is good, and JESUS took our place, identified Himself with us, and Jesus alone is worthy to be answered. Therefore we ask God to do something FOR JESUS' SAKE and IN JESUS' NAME. If we come in our OWN name and for our OWN sake, we get no answers. There again is one of the rea​sons we faint: we don't see plainly that this thing is something that God alone does, not on the basis of our goodness but on the basis of our FAITH! Faith in God, faith in Christ, faith that Jesus is worthy.

Then, after you have had faith to pray and have gotten someone else to pray with you about your problem, Matthew 21:22 - "And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, be​lieving, ye shall receive." We must be​lieve that God will GIVE what we ask, and must expect Him to do the extra​ordinary, miraculous thing. He WANTS to give us WHATSOEVER WE ASK, ANYTHING WE ASK, as long as that thing is in His will. And it IS God's will to save. It IS God's will for our loved ones to be saved and live right and come clean. It IS God's will for us to have a job and bread and meat and food and clothing and a roof over our heads. It IS God's will that we be happy and live in peace with our loved ones and friends with no arguments and dis​tresses between one another. "All things whatsoever ye shall ask in pray​er believing, ye shall RECEIVE." Who said that? JESUS. Does He MEAN it? He means every word of it! May God forgive us today, friends, for not BE​LIEVING His Word and for not living as He tells us to live, and let us TRUST HIM with the problems of our lives.
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