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Now I want you to turn with me to Exodus, chapter 15, and verse 11. We are studying today the word HOLINESS. You know, the difference between Christianity and all the other religions of earth is that Christianity demands holiness. Holiness, friends, is a wonderful word. Don't run from that word, because God's command is, “Be ye holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.” Do not think for a moment that holiness means unhappiness. As a matter of fact, it is the very opposite. Holiness is happiness! A holy man or a holy woman is to be a happy man or woman. In fact, there is no other way to have TRUE HAPPINESS, but through a holy life.

You remember that in Exodus 14 we have the deliverance of Israel under Moses. The Israelites were at the Red Sea and God miraculously parted the waters for them to go over to the other side. The Lord judged the enemy Egyptians by bringing the waters together again when they tried to cross over on that tremendous day. The Lord delivered the Israelites but destroyed the Egyptians. We read, “Then sang Moses and the children of Israel.” When you are delivered by the Lord God miraculously, when the Lord does something wonderful for you, then, friends, you will begin to praise Him! That is what bothers me about a lot of people today. They seem not to have a song of praise. But there is one thing about it; when you really know God and see His deliverance and His workings, always the result is a song of praise to Him.

Now we read this marvelous word in verse 11, the song of Moses and the children of Israel after they had been brought safely across the Red Sea by the miracle of God: “Who is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, glorious, in holiness, fearful in praise, doing wonders?” There is a statement of what the Lord means to everyone who has been delivered from the Egypt of this world, from the condemnation of their sins, from the devil, and from the awful judgment to come and has found SALVATION in the Lord. All the redeemed can sing, “Who is like unto Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, and doing wonders?”

What is God like? God is a HOLY BEING, above all men or women on the face of the earth. God is a HOLY being. Holiness, someone has said, is inwardness of character, and righteousness is the outward acts resulting from the inward character. Friends, today do we have holy hearts and minds? Do we belong to God, God's possession? We should live like people OF GOD, if we really belong to Him.

Let us study something about holiness, because God is a holy God, and we are to walk with Him. The first thing we learn is that only HOLY WORSHIP is acceptable unto the Lord. In First Chronicles 16:29 we read, “Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” Holiness of living, of heart, of mind. Friends, that is the only worship that is acceptable unto Him. We can go to church and claim to be worshipping; but if there is sin in our lives, things that are wrong, then our worship is not true. The only worship is that which is done in the beauty of HOLINESS. That is an expression found many times in the Old Testament. “The beauty of holiness.” God wants His own to live holy lives. When you see a Christian whose life is lived for God, who has disciplined himself for God, who has given up sin and the world and the flesh, you see a life that is ripening, becoming more and more like the Lord. There is something very wonderful about the presence of a person like that. I have been in the presence of Christians who have made me feel the presence OF GOD. They were unconscious of it, but there was a holiness, an atmosphere around about them, because they had been so much in the Presence of the Lord, that we felt the divine Presence in their attitudes, emotions, inward being that expressed itself outwardly.

We read also that God's Throne is a throne of Holiness. “God sitteth on the throne of holiness.” His throne is a holy throne. No one can approach it without holiness. Friends, let us learn then the lesson that until we are willing to die to sin in our lives, we cannot approach the throne of God with any degree of blessing. We must come THROUGH THE BLOOD OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. WHEN YOU COME THROUGH THAT BLOOD, YOU'LL CLEAN UP YOUR LIFE. God will give you the grace to clean up your life as you come to His throne of holiness.

God has spoken in holiness. God's Word is holy. When unholy men pick up this Bible, one of two things happens. Either they are driven away from it or they must bow to it and give up their sins and yield to its teachings. If you read and study your Bible, the result will be a holier life.

Then, God's promises are holy. God says in Ps. 89:35, “I swear by my holiness, I will not lie.” Two great truths come out of that statement, “I will not lie.” First, it is a comfort to the people of God. It is wonderful for me to have salvation by simple faith in the Lord Jesus. God will not lie. He swears by His holiness that we are going to Heaven. He cannot lie; He will keep His promise. But it brings TERROR to the unsaved, for that SAME PROMISE of God brings the promise of JUDGMENT to those who refuse to come to Him and live in accordance with His will. So it brings terror to the unsaved. God will KEEP His promises, both to the saved and to the unsaved. His holiness of character demands it.

We learn next that God's House is holy. “Holiness becometh thy house, 0 Lord, forever.” Psalm 93:5. Friend, are you teaching a Sunday School class? Better be holy in thought, holy in tongue, holy in hand, holy in deed. Are you preaching the Word? Then God speaks to those of us who stand to preach His Word. God wants His House to be holy, and those who come to worship Him there had better be holy. God's judgment is coming someday on those who refuse to live holily in His Presence.

We learn also that during that coming, glorious, millennial reign of our Lord Jesus Christ, when the people of Israel are in the land of Palestine, there will be a highway there that shall be called “THE WAY OF HOLINESS.” The ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing and with gladness in their faces, down the highway in the Holy Land, which will be holy, indeed, in that time. Israel is returning to the Holy Land now. But it isn't HOLY. There is sin, and war, and bloodshed, and evil. But when the Lord gets through cleansing Israel and the entire land with the spirit of judgment and burning, the people will be holy, traveling the highway of holiness, back to the land. Jerusalem shall be holy. All the land shall be holy unto the Lord, for His Holy Presence shall be there.

God's Presence is always holy. “The courts of my holiness.” This expression means that the courts of God are a place of holiness. We are going to a place of holiness, the place where God dwells, and we will be holy, too.

We learn next that God's people are to be holy. Israel was called “the people of thy holiness,” a people sepa​rated unto God. They were not to live like other people lived, in idolatry, in the filthiness of sins, in matricide, in patricide, in the killing of their children, in adultery, and in other sins that heathen people committed. Not these people! They were to be a people of holiness, for their God is holy, and today the church is to be holy, because our God is holy.

In Jeremiah 2:3 we read of the grief of the Lord when He talks about Israel when He first saved them from the wilderness. He said, “In those days, Israel was holiness unto the Lord.” Friends, there is something very tragic about this. Now they have left Him. Today, how many of us at one time went after the Lord, and loved Him and gave up everything for Him, esteeming Him and His fellowship to be greater than anything else on earth? God is saying, “I remember the day of thine espousals, when you went after Me in the wilderness. In those days, you were holy unto Me, separated unto Me, living wholly for Me, seeking Me moment by moment in prayer and the Word, in My House, and in my service. I was your first thought in the morning and the last at night, and all during the day, your thoughts were about Me. But now you are backslidden.” Jeremiah here tells how God's heart is grieved because of Israel's back – sliding. Friends, today, this is a word of warning unto us! When you were first converted, you remember the first joy you had. You went after the Lord with all your heart, but are you still doing it today? Or have you drifted from the Lord?

In Luke 1:75, we read the words of a woman who cries out in prophetic ecstasy, “That we might serve Him, in holiness, all the days of our life.” I want to remind you, friends, that no other service is acceptable unto the Lord, but a service that is HOLY, before the Lord.

Next we see that when people are born again, new creatures in Christ, the new man is created in holiness. (Ephesians 4:24.) If you claim to be saved, and yet are living an ugly life, a sinful life, you haven't given up the sins that beset you in the days gone by then your claim is false. You were not born again. The new man is created in HOLINESS. He is created to LOVE HOLINESS AND A LIFE GIVEN UNTO GOD. The new man, the born-again man, wants to live pleasing to the Lord Who is holy, and Who gave His life to save man FROM sin.

When we meet our Lord at His re​turn, we must be holy. In First Thes​salonians 3:13, “To the end,” Paul says, “that He may establish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.” Holy hearts! Unblameable hearts! Holy lives when He comes! Paul prayed that even now our hearts may be established unblameable in holiness, looking toward that moment when the Lord comes, and when we shall be LIKE HIM.

Then in Hebrews 12 we read God's Word that we are to follow peace with all men and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. That word, follow, in the Greek means to pursue, or to run after something with all your might, to put all your energy into the attainment of that thing. Put all your energy into having peace with all men. And we are to pursue, with all we have, that holiness without which no man shall see the Lord. It is a wonderful thing that GOD CALLS US to holy living.

Here is the testimony of A. Austin Phillips of his glorious conversion. His wife was ill, near unto death. He said at that time he prayed unto the Lord and promised God, and made a contract with Him, that if He would raise up his wife and heal her, he would become religious. “God immediately answered my prayer, and within a few hours, my wife was restored to health and strength. But the question came to me, how to become religious.” He said, “I didn't know how. I was from a theatrical family. My people were all actors.” And he told how he went to see a preacher and this man advised him to go back to the stage. “I realized then,” he said, “that no man cared for my soul. The next day, I was going back to the theatre, when I heard a group of Salvation Army folk, singing the Gospel songs, and preaching the New Birth, and I knelt there and was born again. Not long after that, I spent a night in prayer. At dawn I experienced the quiet, holy Presence of God entering my soul, like the alighting of a dove. From that hour, I experienced a warm heart. What a difference it made in my preaching! Souls began to be saved. My few followers began to realize that I was a renewed man. I pressed on into all the joy of a victorious life. Crowds were moved. Numbers were saved. Many were filled with the Spirit. Out of that district many went forth to carry the Gospel, to proclaim it to all parts. Now, after forty years, I have been kept by His Grace and have been used of Him to win hundreds of precious souls‑white, colored, burglars, harlots, betting men, circus performers and many others. To Him be all the glory! And my constant prayer is, “That hour within my soul renew, this holy flame, this heavenly fire, and day and night be all my care to guard the Sacred Treasure there!”

Have Thine own way, Lord, 

Have Thine own way, 

Thou art the Potter, 

I am the Clay. 

Mold me and make me 

After Thy will, 

While I am waiting, 

Yielded and still.
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