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Luke 8:47

I want to speak to you now on the subject, "Hid-And Not Hid." In Luke 8:47 we have the record of a certain woman. I want to read to you the en​tire story.

Behold, there came a man named Jairus. He was a ruler of the syna​gogue, and he fell down at Jesus' feet and besought Him that He would come to his house. He had only one daugh​ter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a-dying. But as He went the people thronged Him, and a woman having an issue of blood for twelve years and who had spent all her liv​ing upon physicians but could not be healed of any, came behind Him and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her issue of blood was stanched. Jesus said, "Who touch​ed Me?" When all denied, Peter and they who were with Him said, "Master, the multitudes throng Thee and press Thee. Sayest Thou, 'Who touched Me?” Jesus said, "Somebody hath touched Me, for I perceive that virtue (power) is gone out of Me." And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before Him she declared unto Him be​fore all the people for what cause she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately. And He said unto her, "Daughter, be of good comfort. Thy faith bath made thee whole. Go in peace."

There is a wonderful statement, friends. When the woman saw that she was NOT HID she declared unto Him before all the people how she was healed immediately.

My text is, then, "She could not be hid." Isn't that a wonderful statement? We have the record here of a woman, in the Presence of our Lord, who touched the border of His garment, and in so doing found healing. She tired to remain hidden, away from people's eyes. She tried to keep it quiet, tried to keep it herself.

But, my friends, that is an impossi​bility, as we learn here. You cannot come in contact with JESUS, you can​not touch JESUS and have Him touch YOU, with the Divine Touch, with the Miraculous Touch, and you cannot be heal​ed in body and soul and mind by the Lord Jesus, without TELLING OTHERS ABOUT HIM and making it KNOWN. You cannot keep it HID, if you please.

So we learn here that she could not be HID, and there are two things I want to call your attention to in par​ticular.

The first is that the true Christian life IS HID. The true Christian life has a HIDDEN aspect. The true Chris​tian life is one that is BORN OF GOD. That's in the SOUL. That is something that happens on the inside. Nobody knows it but you, actually. There are many imitations of the true Christian life, but I doubt not that there are many people you and I might believe are saved but who will never make heaven. And there might be others whom we think are NOT saved who WILL be there. Because man's judg​ment is very precarious. We cannot see in the dark. We cannot read the thoughts and minds of others. We can​not read the intents of the heart, as God says the Bible does. We cannot go inside a man's mind and into the lonely regions of his soul, where even his wife does not go, nor his son nor daughter nor father nor mother. Every​one is essentially LONELY. There are lonely spots in our lives. That is why I fear for anybody who goes on with​out GOD. Because ultimately you've got to face the supreme Aloneness. Ultimately there will be a place where even your wife cannot go, nor your son nor daughter or anyone else. If you don't have GOD in that time, and in that place, you are going to be in a very desperate situation. The true Christian life is BORN in quietness and NOURISHED in quietness. The true Christian life is HID. A true Christian is one who is born OF GOD. Spiritual birth is something you CANNOT SEE. You can observe a physical birth, but you cannot observe a spiritual birth. A doctor attends when a child is born into this world physically. The mother is there, perhaps conscious. The doctors and nurses are there. Sometime: on rare occasions the father may be there at the birth of a child. Anyway it can be OBSERVED by some human beings. But not so, the spiritual birth. Nobody can observe that. It is done on the inside of a man's being. It is done in a hidden-away place, the secret place, as the Scriptures speak of it. God brings spiritual birth in HIDDEN SECRECY.

Then the Christian life is NURTUR​ED in secrecy. Paul says in Colossians 3:3, "Your life is hid with Christ in God." The true spiritual life then is one that is carried on in secrecy, on the in​side, the hidden life. Nobody sees you when you pray, not if you really pray. Jesus said, "When thou prayest enter into thy closet and shut thy door and pray to thy Father in secret." Nobody but you and GOD. So the Christian life is NURTURED in secrecy. Nobody ob​serves you, as a rule, when you have your devotions, when you read your Bible and pray. There is a vast dif​ference between that and PUBLIC prayers and PUBLIC reading of the Bible. It's all right; there IS praying in the public. I am not minimizing that. I am saying that it means nothing if first of all there is not any praying and reading IN SECRET. The devotional life must be carried on in secrecy, in the secret of your own soul, in your own room, alone with God. YOUR LIFE IS HID, with Christ, in God.

So the Christian life is hid in its birth, and in its nurture, and in its maintained contact with God. Hidden are your thoughts, the realm of thought, and your spirit. They are not physical, not of flesh. We do not con​tact God with our bodies; we contact Him with our minds and spirits, the INTERNAL man.

Yes, the Christian life is BORN, GROWS and DEVELOPS in the secre​cy of the inner man and IS CON​SUMMATED in secrecy, in secret, in solitude. When you and I go out to die and meet God, our loved ones can't go with us. It is proverbial that we can't take anything with us when we die---or any person. Our husbands and wives can't go with us when we take that Journey into Eternity. Our dearest loved ones can't.

There is a pitiful story of a little girl whose parents were wealthy and gave her everything heart could desire, gave her clothes, travel, friends, every​thing she wanted. They went on trips

to Europe, and everywhere together. When she was about sixteen she came to die and began to feel the loneliness of death. She was not a Christian, and she cried out, "Daddy and Mama, go with me," but they could only sob and say, "Honey, this is one trip we can't make with you. You will have to go ALONE."

It is pitiful to take that trip ALONE. That is what David meant, when he said (and this is what the child of God can say, jubilantly), "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil, for Thou O God, art with me." GOD can go with us when nobody else can!

So, our Christian life is HID. We are lonely. It is secret. But GOD can come in to the heart and the mind and DWELL with us and BE with us in life and death and bring us to heaven.

The true Christian life is HID then. The birth of it, and the maintenance of it, has a hidden aspect. BUT be​yond that, the Christian life CANNOT BE HID! The physical life of a child cannot say hidden. It is impossible for you to be born of God, and carry on contact with God, and be nurtured by God, and be growing in God, and de​veloping in God, and walk with God in secrecy in your mind and soul and prayer room, without it manifesting it​self before men IN THE OPEN. Real Christian life cannot be hid! Physical life cannot be hid. A child makes known its arrival immediately with the first breath: there is an audible cry. Every​body knows the baby's here! And so it is in the spiritual life. You are born spiritually---there will be the open manifestation. There will be the cry, the utterance, of a newborn babe in Christ! You'll have to TELL IT.

Now this life once you have it CAN​NOT be hid. Life manifests itself. If it doesn't manifest itself, death is there, not life.

Now notice, the life is IN GOD. Our life is "hid with Christ in God." The preposition "in" suggests that the life is SURROUNDED by God. The life of God cannot be hid. Life, in His In​fluence, means a life of power, HIS power. It means life in His Presence, lived in His Presence. It means life flooded with His glory. It means life that appreciates His redemption in Christ. It means life that is begotten in us and carried on by the Spirit of God. All of that is, in a sense, the life hid with Christ IN GOD, so it is a life

IN GOD, surrounded by God, main​tained by God, buoyed up by God, carried on by God, in our souls. And it is wonderful! Remember Paul's word in Philippians 1, "He that hath begun a good work in you shall perform it (or keep on keeping on with it) until the day of Christ, till the day when Christ appears and takes us to Himself."

Now this internal life which cannot be hid, and is in God, IS A LIFE WITH CHRIST. Colossians 3:3. This suggests that it is a continuous life WITH JESUS. It is lived in His Presence. It is WITH HIM, in fellowship with Him, in the knowledge of Himself, in com​radeship with Jesus, a sense of com​radeship, of friendship with Jesus. (Re​member that wonderful song, "Friend​ship with Jesus, fellowship divine, oh what blessed, sweet communion! Jesus is a Friend of mine.") It is a life LIVED WITH HIM in a sense of brotherliness. It is lived with Him in His tremendous redemption.

So our life is first of all HID, with Christ in God, surrounded by and main​tained by God and in fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ hour by hour and day by day. That is the only way the Christian life can be carried on.

Now this woman was NOT HID. When Jesus did something for her she was NOT HID. She TRIED to hide herself but could not. When she saw that Jesus had healed her, and saw that she was not hid, she came tremb​ling, and falling down before Him she declared unto Him and before all the people for what cause she touched Him and how she was healed. Not hid!

It is impossible to HIDE SALVA​TION. It is impossible to hide the real Christian life. You cannot hide your FORGIVENESS OF SIN! If you are forgiven, your heart will thrill and leap for joy. It will show in your countenance. It will show in your speech and actions toward others. You cannot hide CONVERSION. When you turn, having walked away from God and now walking toward Him, a thrill will be in your soul! You cannot hide COMMUNION with God. If you have had fellowship with God it will be on your face and in your life, shining out of your entire being. You cannot hide your CONCERN for the souls of others and the work of God. When God has done something for you, you'll be concerned about others. You can​not hide CHRIST-LIKENESS. The Spirit of God with you will reveal it! The PEACE and SERENITY of for​giveness you cannot hide. Your TURN​ING from sin to God you cannot hide. Your COMMUNION with the Father and with His Son Jesus you cannot hide. Your CONCERN for a lost world you cannot hide. The work and death of Jesus FOR YOU and His great re​demption, and His Living within you, you cannot hide.

People of God through the years have not been able to keep hidden. They always must manifest the Gospel! They cannot hug it to their bosom. Mary, when God did a great thing for her and announced the Birth of the Son, cried out, "My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour." David said, "I will speak of Thy Righteousness all the days of my life for I know not the number thereof." And he wrote, "The Lord is my SHEPHERD," and gave it to men down through the years to read and sing. Paul said, "He loved me and gave Himself for me. The Apostles, persecuted by their enemies, threat​ened with death, cried out, "We can​not help but speak the things we see and know: Jesus Christ and His great salvation." They could not be HID! And my friends, neither can we today hide what God has done for us.

Now if God hasn't done anything for you, you can REMAIN HIDDEN about Christ and salvation and spirit​ual things. But if God has done some​thing for you, and you've met Jesus, and like this woman you have touched Him and He has healed you and changed your soul, then you CANNOT BE HID. It is impossible. You will SPEAK OUT the wonderful salvation of Jesus Christ and His wonderful praises to everyone you see and know.

That is God's plan in this world. As He reveals Himself unto us, we will in turn NOT HIDE this great salva​tion and Saviour from lost men and women but will TELL OTHERS about the Lord Jesus Christ, with all the love and grace and pity and tender​ness of our hearts! May God help us today to search our hearts. "She could not be hid." And neither can you and I when we have met the Lord Jesus Christ.

Friend, if you haven't met Him, He LOVES you! Remember He died for you. You can meet Him RIGHT NOW if you will go alone and get down on your knees and say to Him, "Jesus, I will trust You from this moment on: I need a touch from You. I need to touch You, that virtue and power and healing can come into my SOUL. Heal me in body and mind and soul, and reveal Yourself to me. Make Yourself and Your great salvation real to me."

He will certainly do it, and great shall be the blessing to your heart. He will SAVE you if you'll only BELIEVE. "Whosoever BELIEVETH in Him shall not perish but have everlasting LIFE." God help you to go alone and do it NOW, and tell Jesus you believe in Him and want to KNOW HIM in a real and vital way, and MAKE HIM KNOWN to others.
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