HEZEKIAH---A GREAT MAN
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Second Kings Chapter 18, Second Kings 19:14

We are going to take up today the study of a marvelous man, one of the greatest men in God's blessed history. You know, we have what we call profane history, and then spiritual history. It is wonderful to come to the Bible and see the history God has written down.

What a wonderful man was Hezekiah!  The other day in my devotionals I was reading the passage in Second Kings 18 and received such a blessing that I want to pass on something of that blessing. Hezekiah was the king of Judah. He was just a young man only twenty‑five years of age when he began to reign. He reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem.

Now the amazing thing about him is that GOD ALMIGHTY SAID he was one of the GREATEST MEN of all time. We read why. “Hezekiah did that which was right in the sight of the Lord.” As we read along, one of the wonderful things about the Bible is that it reveals sin and error and everything else in men's lives, as well as the good. That is why we know it is God's book. A good man would not write about his faults, nor would a bad man write about his faults. In the biographies of earth, men leave out the bad, usually (unless it is what is termed a confession, which is only usually self‑manifestation and display, anyhow). 

But we read that Hezekiah did that which was right in the sight of the Lord. Oh, every day that ought to be the desire of our souls. To do that which is right! We are living in a time when that word is not being used! Today few people think about whether a thing is right, or whether it is wrong. Right and wrong are not at the two opposite poles any more. They have been fused together” until now they are neither black nor white, but have come together and make a dull gray. Things are not DISTINCTLY right or wrong any more. But Hezekiah did that which was RIGHT in the sight of the Lord. He was right in his heart and he was right in his actions. He was right before God and men. God was pleased with the way He was living. Let me ask you: Are you sure today that God Almighty is PLEASED with the way you are living? Are you living your life in the sight of the Lord? You are standing before the television cameras! Every gesture, every word, every flick of the eye‑lash is being taken down for Eternity. MOVIES are being made of your life, to be shown yonder in the other world. The book of YOUR LIFE will soon be published on the other side. Friend, we’d better be living right in the sight of the Lord. It doesn't make any difference about the opinion of men. Are you right in the sight OF THE LORD?

The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, tells us that he is not preaching to please men, but to please the Lord Jesus Christ. If, in pleasing Christ, he also pleased men, all right. But he would be TRUE TO JESUS REGARDLESS OF WHAT MEN SAID. Paul went on in life, proving by his intense suffering for Christ, that he was living right in the eyes of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We read of Hezekiah that he removed the high places, broke the images, cut down the groves, broke in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses made, for in Hezekiah's day the children of Israel burned incense to it. They called IT God. That's the way it is with men's evil hearts. Something that once was a blessing, they will turn into an object of worship, instead of the living God. And that brazen serpent that Moses had made was only an instrument pointing to the Lord Jesus Christ. But they worshiped the BRASS. So it is today with men. A lot of people are worshipping the images of men. God said plainly, “Thou shalt not.”

We read that Hezekiah TRUSTED IN THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, so that after him there was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him. Isn't that a glorious testimony of any man? Not long ago a man had a word to say about a fellow pastor. Another pastor said, “My, that is a marvelous tribute to that man!” Oh, beloved, it may be wonderful for MEN to praise you; but oh, how much more wonderful when GOD ALMIGHTY can praise you! There was no one like this man Hezekiah, God says. He did that which was RIGHT in the eyes of God. He clave to the Lord, departed not from following Him, kept His commandments, which the Lord commanded Moses, and the result? God was with him and he prospered wherever he went. THE LORD WAS WITH HIM, AND HE PROSPERED. Friends, that will be written of every man and every woman who does that which is right in the sight of the Lord, who trusts the Lord with all the heart.

This young man, twenty‑five years of age, was living FOR GOD. How wonderful it is. Now the thing I want to call your attention to, in connection with Hezekiah's living for the Lord, is that HE WAS A MAN OF PRAYER.

You remember that the enemy came up against him. The Assyrians came up and said they were going to take

Jerusalem and utterly destroy it. These Assyrians were conquering everybody! They were running over everybody. It seemed as if the city of Jerusalem couldn't possibly withstand the tremendous power of the Assyrians. But we read, “It came to pass that when King Hezekiah heard it, he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord.” He humbled himself, and prayed, and sought God's Face. You can't LOSE doing that! I don't care where you are. I don't care what your distress is, whether it is physical or mental or spiritual. There is an answer for you when you pray.

We read that Hezekiah sent unto Isaiah, the prophet. “And he sent Eliakim and Shebna and the elders of the priests . . . to Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz. And they said unto him, thus saith Hezekiah. This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy . . . It may be that the Lord Thy God will hear all the words whom the King of Assyria hath sent to reproach the Living God, and will reprove the words which the Lord Thy God hath heard. Wherefore, lift up thy prayer.” (Pray, Isaiah, pray! I am on my knees, as the King. Prophet of God, lift up your prayer for the remnant of the people!).

Then God spoke to Isaiah. And Isaiah said unto them, “Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words which thou hast heard, with which the servants of the King of Assyria have blasphemed Me. Behold, I will send a blast upon him. He shall hear a rumor and shall return to his own land. And I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.” And that is exactly what happened. In a time when it looked as though the enemy would overrun the people, here was a king, on his knees in prayer to Almighty God!

It would be wonderful if some people in Washington would do like Hezekiah right now, wouldn't it? Humble themselves before the Lord and PRAY! Wouldn't it be great if our senators did that? If our President and Cabinet did that in this time of danger, when our boys are bleeding and dying? Why CAN'T we have LEADERS like Hezekiah, who would humble themselves and do that, which is right in the eyes of the Lord, and TRUST the Lord, and seek HIS FACE? Beloved, it's the ONLY WAY OUT. I am not speaking carelessly. It is the Only Way!

Hezekiah was a praying man. We read his prayer in Second Kings 19:14. Hezekiah received the letter from Isaiah and read it. “And Hezekiah went up into the House of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. And he prayed before the Lord and said, 0 Lord God of Israel, which dwelleth between the cherubim, THOU ART THE GOD, EVEN THOU ALONE, OF ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE EARTH. THOU HAST MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH! (THOU, GOD, CANST HELP US!)”

Oh, we today don't believe in the God that made the heaven and the earth. We don't believe that He is alive right now and can help us in this time of distress. We believe IN WASHINGTON. We think that WASHINGTON will get us out of this mess! Well, Washington is going to come to the end of its resources some of these days, and then we are going to have to call on God.

Hezekiah prayed, "Lord, bow down Thine ear and hear. Open, Lord, Thine eyes and see. Hear the words of Senacherib, which hath sent him to reproach the living God. Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria HAVE destroyed the nations and their lands. They have cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but the work of men's hands, wood and stone. Therefore, 0 Lord our God, I beseech Thee, save Thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that THOU ART THE LORD, EVEN THOU ONLY.”

And God delivered them with an amazing deliverance. Hezekiah was a man of HOLY PRAYER. OH! How it condemns us to compare OUR lives with a man so singularly pure and holy! All‑out for God, all‑out for God, ALL-out for GOD.

A lot of people call me and tell me about their distresses and troubles, but all of them could be settled if they would just be ALL‑OUT FOR GOD. For every heartache and trial, every trouble, every distress, the answer is to go all‑out for God. Go all‑out for Him and everything will turn out all right. You don't have to worry about anything‑--your health, death, loved ones being saved, children going wrong or right, atom bombs, or anything else if you will PUT GOD FIRST in your life.

DO THAT WHICH IS RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. TRUST HIM. Commit to Him yourself, your loved ones, and your friends. Commit everything to God. Only then will come PEACE. There is no other way.

Then we read about Hezekiah in death. In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. He prayed when the skies were clear and sunshiny. He prayed in times of trouble. He prayed in the sickness of death. That is one time I want to be praying, believe me.

The prophet Isaiah came to him and said, “Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die and not live.” Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed unto the Lord, saying, “I beseech Thee, 0 Lord, remember now how I have walked before Thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and have done that which was good in Thy sight.” And Hezekiah wept sore.

This man could HONESTLY say to God, Who knows our very thoughts and lives, “Lord, remember . . . I have walked before Thee in truth and with a perfect heart.” Friends, it does make a difference how we live today. We ought to walk in truth and with a perfect heart in His sight.  We ought to do that which is right in the sight of the Lord.

What happened? It came to pass that before Isaiah had even gone out into the middle court, that the Word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of My people, THUS SAITH THE LORD: I HAVE HEARD THY PRAYER, I HAVE SEEN THY TEARS. BEHOLD, I WILL HEAL THEE, and ON THE THIRD DAY THOU SHALT GO UP INTO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD.”

That is just exactly what happened, friends. God delivered Hezekiah because he prayed.

I don't care what your trouble is today; God will deliver you if you pray. You will not have victory if you don't pray.

AND FRIEND, IF YOU WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN, YOU HAVE TO PRAY. Make up your mind to that. Don't count on meeting God in peace; don't count on being saved, unless you PRAY. You say, “Preacher, we are saved by FAITH.” Yes, but FAITH will always PRAY!

Friends, why don't you make up your minds to be men and women of PRAYER and start today? Get close to Jesus today. Will you do it?
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