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Romans 8:17

Turn with me now, friends, to the Book of Romans. Today we are study​ing one of the most vital passages in all the Bible and I hope it will be a blessing to you. Romans 8:17. We are studying the subject of HEIRS OF GOD, one of the greatest statements in the world that is made of a CHRIS​TIAN when that person is born again.

Now "heir" is a wonderful word. The Greek word kleronomia means in​heritance, and kleronomoi means the possessor of an inheritance. AN HEIR! Let me read to you now about AN HEIR, that you may know WHAT YOU HAVE as a believer on the Lord Jesus Christ. Christian friend, you do not realize and neither do I, just exactly how WEALTHY we are! We can know something of it by knowing the Lord in a real way, but we cannot know the fullness of it while we are yet in this world. But God has revealed to us in the Bible WHAT WE GET by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and the won​derful position He puts us in as His heirs.

An "heir" is one who INHERITS or is ENTITLED TO INHERIT. The idea is that of an only son being heir to his father who is wealthy. He falls heir to all that his father has. He is entitled to everything his father possesses. Spe​cifically, an heir by English common law means one who by operation of law inherits the real property of a deceased person. He is called a legal heir. A son does not come into the inheritance of his father's estate until his father is dead. Then he inherits the property of his father.

Thank God, our Heavenly Father never dies! We fall heir of His estate WHEN WE BELIEVE. And we EN​TER INTO IT (not when God dies for He will never die) when we GO TO BE WITH the Lord, whether by death or by the Coming of the Lord. We enter into the inheritance of EVERYTHING GOD HAS. Isn't that wonderful? A son falls heir to everything His father has when he dies, free, gratis, for nothing, and it is his by right of BIRTH and because he is a son, that's all. It is be​cause of RELATIONSHIP, not because of anything he has done or hasn't done. It is simply because he was born a SON. And when you and I were BORN OF GOD, by believing on Jesus, we be​came heirs of everything He has. But our Heavenly Father doesn't have to die for us to enter into it; we simply have to go to be with Him. Isn't that wonderful? 

According to civil law, an "heir" is one who succeeds to both the rights AND THE LIABILITIES of the de​ceased person. Thank God, all the rights of God, everything that belongs to Him, belongs to us. He has no liabili​ties! God is always free of debt, is al​ways in the black column, and is always in the profitable. So we do not inherit any liabilities, as does the son of a human father who in the estate succeeds to the liabilities as well as the rights and priv​ileges of the estate. That is, he inherits also the debts of his father. Thank God, our Heavenly Father hasn't any debts. He doesn't owe any man anything. OUR future estate and OUR future possessions are without liabilities.

In modern civil codes based on civil law, an "heir" is a person who succeeds to the ENTIRE estate of the deceased person. The ENTIRE estate. Isn't it wonderful that GOD'S entire estate is ours? Let me remind you again that He doesn't have to die for us to enter into it; we just go into His Presence. And it is His ENTIRE estate. How much does God own? He owns everything! Well, then that's how RICH you are! Isn't that great? And we get that all by faith in the Lord Jesus. Isn't it a won​derful God we have to work out a salva​tion like this! You become immensely rich when you put your faith in Jesus. But a man without faith in Jesus is IMMENSELY POOR, I don't care if he owns Cadillacs and stocks and bonds and estates and his name is known around the world. That makes no dif​ference. The man is BANKRUPT who doesn't know GOD. Paul wrote in one of the Corinthian letters, "All things are YOURS. And ye are CHRIST'S. And CHRIST IS GOD'S." All things belong to you. You belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God. So you have everything God has.

Now here is an interesting thing. An "heir apparent" is one whose right is not defeatable. It cannot be defeat​ed. His right cannot be contested. He'll GET his estate. Sometimes when a man dies his heir, through various legal technicalities, MAY fail to receive all his father wanted him to receive. There are various ways people can get around the law. There are various angles that might rob a son of his heir​ship, his right to the inheritance. An "heir apparent" is one whose right to the estate cannot be defeated. It COMES TO HIM. And we are "HEIRS APPARENT" of God. We CANNOT BE DEFEATED in our right; we have the right to everything God has, by right of birth. We cannot be defeated by the world, the flesh or the devil.

Then there is the "heir presumptive" whose inheritance is contingent on cer​tain things. But for the child of God there is no contingency. Thank the Lord; we are heir apparent and not heirs presumptive.

So there we have in the words of common law HEIRSHIP and what it means.

We read in Romans 8:17, "And if children (of God), then we are HEIRS of God, joint-heirs with Christ, if so be that we suffer with Him that we may also be glorified together."

Now let's look for a moment at the word Kleronomia or INHERITANCE. Now WHAT ARE THE POSSESSIONS that we get? Acts 20:32. "And now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you an in​heritance among all them which are sanctified." To give you A POSSES​SION. There we have the inheritance among the people of God. Everything that God's people have EVER inherited from God, we too shall inherit. What​ever Abraham inherited, you and I shall inherit.

In Galatians 3:18, we have the word possessions or property, that we in​herit. "For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise. God gave it to Abraham by promise." It isn't dependent upon what we DO, as to whether we receive this inheritance, this possession, all that God has. It is simply by His promise! It is free, gratis, for nothing! God has PROMIS​ED it to us, and God KEEPS His promises. When you believe on the Lord Jesus, God promises you that YOU are an heir of God and a joint ​heir with the Lord Jesus Christ. So you are immensely wealthy. Some friends asked D. L. Moody how wealthy he was, and he said, "My wealth cannot be computed!" It can't be, friend, because you can't COMPUTE God's wealth. ALL THE RICHES of the entire uni​verse are His, and they are OURS as believers.

In Colossians 3:24 we have our good word INHERITANCE again. "Know​ing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of THE INHERITANCE, for ye serve the Lord Christ." In the preceding verse we read, "Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as to the Lord and not to men." He is talking to servants. "Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eye-service as men-pleasers, but in singleness of heart, fearing God." Do your service not as unto men but as unto GOD, you who are in a servant's position, and whatever you do, do it HEARTILY, as UNTO THE LORD. Then, OF THE LORD, you shall receive the reward of inheritance. One day SERVANTS down here in this world, servants who are BORN AGAIN, shall be IMMENSELY RICH and be revealed as inheritors of all God's possessions! So through all the trials and hardships and financial buffetings of life, RE​MEMBER, child of God however poor you may be, FROM THE LORD you will receive the reward of an INHERIT​ANCE. Just be faithful UNTO HIM wherever you are.

Ephesians 1:4-18. "In whom ye also trusted after that ye heard the Word of Truth, the Gospel of your salvation, in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, WHO IS THE EARNEST OF OUR INHERITANCE until the redemp​tion of the purchased possession." God has given us the "earnest" of our in​heritance! Earnest means the DOWN​PAYMENT, the guarantee that the rest will be paid at a later date! For in​stance, if you go to town and want to buy a suite of furniture and that fur​niture costs, say, $600.00, and you make a DOWNPAYMENT of $100.00, that $100.00 is "earnest money." You are "pledging" by it that you will pay the other $500.00. Now God has al​ready given us everything He has. We do not possess it now. We do not own it. We haven't come into it yet. We are still in this present world, where many of God's RICHEST SAINTS are serv​ants here and in poverty and financial buffetings and suffering. But God says, "I GUARANTEE to you that I WILL bring you into an eternal inheritance, into everything I possess, into all the glories of the entire universe. I give you the Guarantee by giving you the Holy Spirit in your HEART." And my friends, just as sure as the Holy Spirit is in your heart you SHALL enter into everything that God has! You are im​mensely rich already, by your faith in the Lord Jesus! God's Holy Spirit in your heart is GOD'S GUARANTEE that He is going to carry through on His promise.

Ephesians 1:18 is another verse that we have in this connection. "That the eyes of your understanding may be en​lightened, that ye may know what the hope of His calling and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints." The RICHES of the glory of His inheritance! How WEALTHY we are! There God says that through pray​er God will reveal to us now something of the RICHNESS of the glory of His inheritance among His people. Isn't that great? That everything GOD has belongs to US---how RICH we are!

Then again in Romans 5:5, "For this ye know, that no whoremonger nor unclean person nor covetous man who is an idolater HATH ANY inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God." There we learn that the believer is heir in the kingdom of Christ. There is a KINGDOM and it will belong to him! But notice those who are shut out: unclean persons who live in the lust of the flesh and covetous men. Covetous means, "to want more" in the Greek. That inordinate desire for more! Just to be having more, rather than to be glorifying God with it. We are living in a day of covetous men.

Hebrews 9:15. "And for this cause Jesus is the Mediator of the New Testa​ment, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might RECEIVE THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL IN​HERITANCE." Notice, "they that are called." It is by Divine Call. God speaks to our hearts and we respond, and God promises to us---what? AN INHERIT​ANCE, and it is an ETERNAL inherit​ance. It will never pass away. A young man may inherit the estate of his fath​er who is a wealthy man. But is that an ETERNAL inheritance? No. It may pass away and leave him. Or, he may pass away and leave it. Many a man has lost an estate by bad business or by sin or by pleasure and other various reasons. Instead of building it up he loses it all. But the inheritance of the CHILD OF GOD is an ETERNAL in​heritance, and once you are born again and become an heir of God and He gives you everything He has, the in​heritance is not going to be for ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty or seventy years, not even from genera​tion to generation, but FOR ETERNI​TY.

The next passage declares what we received by being born again, and it is First Peter 1:3,4. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abun​dant mercy bath begotten us again unto a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an in​heritance incorruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you who are kept by the power of God." That passage says our inheritance is incorruptible and unde​filed and fadeth not away. It is IM​PERISHABLE. It will never FADE! It is ours forever! It can never be cor​rupted. It cannot become defiled. It can never pass away.

Friend, if you are OUT OF CHRIST you are extremely poor. But God has given to His own, THOSE WHO LOVE HIM, His inheritance, everything He has. In giving His Son, He gave us everything He had. The thing is, have you claimed your inheritance? If not, claim it right now. If you do not know you have been born again, get down on your knees and tell the Lord Jesus you are trusting Him as your Saviour and Lord that you might inherit His king​dom. You will become an heir of God by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, ac​cording to His promise!
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