HE IS MY LORD AND MY SAVIOUR

Jesse M. Hendley

Romans 10:9

"Why do I sing about Jesus, Why is He precious to me? He is my Lord and my Saviour‑dying He set me free." I love that wonderful song.

Now what does it mean to have a LORD? It means to have a MASTER. We have a word in the Bible called "Redemption.” "To redeem" means literally, "to buy out of the slave market." There is a picture of the old slave days, and what awful days they were, when men would go over to Africa and get slaves and put them in their ships and bring them over here to America and treat them with indescribable horror and shame. An awful picture! They would put them up on the slave‑block. An evil master would come by, look them over, feel their muscles, to see if they could work hard and get gain for him. But sometimes a good master would come by and take a look at the slaves. Over here is a big slave, with his wife and little child, fearing that they will be separated, trembling for what may happen to them, trembling in fear of a hard master. But the good master steps up and bids so much for this slave and his wife and child. He buys them for so much, maybe a thousand dollars, and when he puts down the money, they belong to him! He has BOUGHT them with a price. But instead of taking a lash and driving them into the fields to live and die in slavery, he says to them, "You are FREE." A puzzled look comes over their faces. "Free? But where will we go? What will we do?" The master says, "Well if you want to, you may come and work for me a while, till you decide where you want to go." So they go and work for this good master a while, the master who bought them to set them free, and when the master comes to remind them they may go if they'd like, or they may stay if they would rather stay, the big slave speaks up and says, "You bought us, you set us free, you've been good to us. We want to stay and work for you, the rest of our days."

Friends, that's what Jesus did for me. That's what Jesus did for you. We were in the slave‑market. We were slaves under the condemnation of the devil and bound for Hell because of sin. But JESUS came down from heaven. He paid the price to set us free. The price was His own blood! "Ye are bought with a price," said Paul. And now that we have been bought with a price, He becomes--‑not a terrible task‑master, but a wonderful, loving Master, one that we love! Can we not say, "Jesus, You set me free? But I want to be your servant, for the rest of my days and forever. You are my Master. I am your slave. You just tell me what You want me to do, and I'll be glad to do it. I'll be listening if You call."

I want to say to you that you are not a Christian till JESUS is LORD (Master) of your life. "He is my LORD . . . and my Saviour." That song has it right. Some people today say you can believe on Christ and be saved and not make Him the Lord of life, not surrender all to Him, that you can live as you please and lead your own life, and then in the future sometime you can make your surrender to Jesus and be all right. I want to tell you that you ARE NOT A REAL CHRISTIAN till you call Jesus LORD, in deed and in truth. You are not a real child of God, and you cannot call yourself one, till Jesus is MASTER and you are His servant. Paul says in Romans 10:9, "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." And until you do call Jesus Lord, you have no right to say that you are saved.

One day I was talking with Doug Fisher, the organist for our evangelistic campaigns, and he was telling me about a youth meeting when a young girl came and wanted to be saved. She was under conviction. Doug said to her, "Are you saved?" She said, "I don't know." Doug said, "Well did you surrender everything to Jesus?" "No, sir," she said, "I didn't surrender everything to Jesus. They didn't ask me if I'd surrender everything to Jesus." "Well," he said, "you cannot be saved until you are willing to let Jesus be the Master of your life." And he quoted this passage in Romans 10:9, "If thou wilt confess with thy mouth Jesus as LORD. . . " And he explained it to her. "Lord" means that He is your Master. Then Doug said, "Let me see your ear!" As she did, he said, "I don't see any hole in your ear." She said, "What do you mean?" Then he told her a story out of the Old Testament, how that in the Year of Jubilee, slaves were set free. A slave slaved for a master for so many years, then came the year of freedom, and all slaves had to be set free. But God said, "If there is a slave who has a master who has been good to him, and he loves that master, and he doesn't want to leave him, he doesn't have to go." He was to go to his master and say, "Master, I love you. I don't want to leave you. I want to be your servant forever. I don't ever want to leave you. You have been good to me. I want to work for you and serve you." God said that if that was the case, the master was to take the slave to a door jam and take an aul in his hand and bore a hole through his ear. That hole through the ear symbolized that that slave was one who voluntarily stayed with his master and chose to work for him forever.

Friend, that is what you have to do to be a Christian. Nothing less! You say, "Preacher, I haven't been hearing that." No, I know. That is why so few people have REAL Christianity! That is why there are thousands of professing Christians, and yet a woman writes me a letter and says that no one has ever taken an interest in her soul. There are people in your community, right around your church, who never have been asked about their relationship to Jesus. There are so few people today with "a hole through their ears." So few with the bored ear! So few who for love of Jesus have surrendered everything to Him and have truly called Him "Lord." That may be the trouble with you, now. That may be why you are an unhappy Christian. You have never come to Christ and told Him, "Lord, from this moment on, I am trusting You not only as my Saviour, but as my LORD, my MASTER. From now on, my ear shall listen to what You say. If anything is contradictory to what You say, I won't listen to it. If there is anything that hides Your Face from me, or hides Your will from me, I will not listen. I will not read it. I will not look at it. I will not do it. From now on, YOU are my Master, and I am Your servant."

Paul BOASTED of being a servant of Jesus Christ! He was a willing bondslave to Jesus! He loved Jesus. He gloried in serving Jesus.

You tell me you are a Christian? Show me your "ear." If there isn't a hole in it, I will not believe it! If you haven't surrendered all to Jesus, I will not believe it. But if you have surrendered all to Jesus Christ, then I will believe you. I'll believe you are a Christian.

A lady said to me, "I am very un​happy as a Christian." Maybe this is the reason. If we are to be happy, we

have to confess every known sin, everything contrary to Jesus, every​thing standing between our wills and His.

What is surrender? It means surrender to pray daily, surrender to read our Bibles daily and feed upon the Word of God. We are to surrender our wills, and be obedient to the Lord. We are to witness for Jesus and tell others about Him. We are to talk to other men about their souls and their relationship to Christ, where they are going when they die, and about the Word of God. If we surrender like this, He will make us happy Christians. Only those who make Jesus LORD in surrendering to Him are truly happy Christians.

Feel your "ear", friend. Is there a hole in it? Oh, I'm not talking about a literal hole. He is not going to take you over to the door and bore a hole in it, like the old Hebrew masters did. Even the Hebrew master didn't do that; the slave had to come to him. The slave was free. He had to come to the master and tell him he wanted to be his slave forever, and then the master put the aul through his ear. It was only after the slave had said, "I want you for my master. You have been good to me. I want to stay with you, even though I am free."

Listen, friend, when you KNOW Jesus you'll want Him! Do you want the Greatest Master this world has ever known? Do you want to have as your Master the One who so loved you that He laid down His own life for you, that you might go free?

Right now, will you surrender your whole life to Him? Get down on your knees. I am not joking about it. Make Jesus your LORD! Tell Him you love Him for saving you, for dying for you, for redeeming your soul. He will receive you and direct you and your life will be a blessed one as you love and serve Him. Will you do it?

"Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him."

Psalms 2:12
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