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Second Corinthians 2:1

I want to speak to you today from Second Corinthians, chapter 2, and verse 1. We read these words, "Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthi​ness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God."

Robert Murray McCheyne, one of the holiest men in the records of the Christian church, said these words. "Study universal holiness of life. Your whole usefulness depends on this. Your sermons last but an hour or two, but your life preaches all the week. If Satan can only make a covetous min​ister a lover of praise, a lover of pleasure, a lover of the things of the world, he has ruined your ministry. Give yourself to prayer and get your texts and your thoughts and your words from God." Study universal holi​ness of life!

My friends, I am convinced today that one reason we are so weak and that the church is in such a backslidden condition, so few people really having any vital power in their lives, is that we need GOD'S VISITATION. (I am preaching to my own heart this morn​ing. You and I may have cleansing for you from what He speaks to my own soul.) God PROMISES power. God PROMISES the Blood for cleans​ing. You and I may have cleansing and power with God! When we get to heaven and look back over our labors (even those of us who have given our​selves to the work of the Lord), we are going to find that much of it was WASTED effort, because it wasn't soaked with holy living and holy pray​ing!

"HAVING THEREFORE THESE PROMISES, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holi​ness in the fear of God."

Now you will notice the promises He is talking about. Beginning with verse 14 of chapter 6. "Be ye not un​equally yoked together with un​believers, for what fellowship has righteousness with unrighteousness? What communion has light with dark​ness? What concord has Christ with Belial? What part has he that be​lieveth, with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For YE are the temple of the living God as God has said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them, and I will be their God and they shall be My people." Then He says. "Where​fore, come out from among them." That means the unbelieving world that does not love Christ. "And be ye separate." Separate yourselves from all persons and things that are outside the will of God and outside of Christ. "And touch not the unclean thing," and here is the promise, "and I will receive you, and will be a Father un​to you, and YE SHALL BE MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS, saith the Lord Almighty."

"Having therefore these PROM​ISES . . . " These are OUR promises today! God wants to be OUR FATHER. He wants us to be HIS SONS AND DAUGHTERS. He wants Himself to be KNOWN to us as a FATHER. He wants to take care of us as a father takes care of his sons and daughters. But He can only do it when we come out from the things that are against Him, things that are unclean. Touch not the unclean thing. If you and I were to look at our lives, we wouldn't wonder why we haven't power with God. It is possible to teach a Sunday School class, yet you might be read​ing an unclean book or magazine. It may be an unclean entertainment that you are looking at. ANYTHING that is unclean in the eyes of God is not to be in a Christian's life. It defiles you. It short-circuits God's power. It leaves you without the presence and power and blessing of God. Touch not the unclean thing. Whether it is a book, a place you are going, people you are associating with, and things you are doing---whatever it is that is un​clean, we are to get rid of it in our lives.

Now we have GOD'S PROMISE that if we get rid of the unclean thing, everything unclean in our lives, and cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, then He will become to us a FATHER and we will become HIS SONS AND DAUGHTERS. We will know that GOD is our Father. We will have the assurance that He is looking after us with fatherly, loving care, and that we are His sons and daughters.

Now notice here in Second Corin​thians 7: the emphasis on the PROM​ISE of God. He does not say, "Having therefore these precepts or command​ments." No, he doesn't say that at all. Paul says, "Having therefore these PROMISES."

What are those promises? "YE are the temple of God, God's dwelling place." "I will dwell in them and walk in them." "I will receive you." "I will be a Father unto you." "Ye shall be my sons and daughters," SAITH the LORD ALMIGHTY. What tremendous, terrific promises we have here! Paul emphasizes the PROMISES of God!

Now God could COMMAND us, but He doesn't do it. You can't "command" LOVE. What father in the world is happy over a son or daughter that he has to try to MAKE love him, MAKE want him, MAKE live with him, MAKE have fellowship with him? No, you can't COMMAND love: that is some​thing that must come from the HEART.

So God makes a promise, because He wants our LOVE. God is saying to you and to me today the same thing we read in the Book of Proverbs: "Son, give Me thine heart." God says, "I want your HEART." God knows that if He gets our HEART He will get everything else! If I give God my HEART, I'll give Him my tithes and offerings; I'll give my time, to pray and read my Bible; I'll give my serv​ice, in His church and in His work; I'll give Him all else if I give Him my HEART. That's what God wants. And that is what God gets very little of! He wants HEART WORSHIP. That's what He wants.

These are PROMISES. God knows that He can't get LOVE on the basis of "commandments.” The Law did not make the heart clean, but THE GOS​PEL DID. Holiness is the result of believing in God's salvation, by grace, through faith in the PROMISES OF GOD.

Holiness is either of Law OR of Promise, and Abraham got his by Promise! Paul was out yonder in Arabia with a Hebrew Bible in his hand and he read that Abraham BE​LIEVED GOD, and it---his simply be​lieving God's promise---was counted to him for RIGHTEOUSNESS. And Paul came out of Arabia with that terrific truth about SALVATION, that you and I are not saved by anything WE DO but we are saved ONLY as we BELIEVE GOD'S PROMISE OF SAL​VATION IN CHRIST. Abraham be​lieved that. God made Abraham a promise, and Abraham believed the promise, and he was SAVED BECAUSE HE BELIEVED GOD. It is that simple!

Somebody says, "I don't FEEL like I'm saved." God doesn't say anything about feeling. SALVATION COMES marvelously, mysteriously, but glori​ously and factually---WHEN WE BE​LIEVE THE PROMISE OF GOD! GOD PROMISES YOU TODAY that He will GIVE you the greatest thing in the universe, the forgiveness of your sins, blot them out and give you eternal life, IF YOU WILL SIMPLY BELIEVE THAT HE WILL DO IT, THROUGH CHRIST. If you will simp​ly BELIEVE that He loved you and gave His Son to die for you, He will GIVE YOU RIGHT NOW eternal life ​this minute, this second! This very second! You don't have to wait till the broadcast is over. You don't have to wait to go to a church service. You don't have to wait to "go forward" and make some statement. "AS MANY AS RECEIVED HIM, to THEM gives He power to become the sons of God, even to them that BELIEVE ON HIS NAME. "

So you see, Paul out in Arabia, with a Hebrew Bible in his hand, read that Abraham was SAVED when he BE​LIEVED THE PROMISES OF GOD. And, the same thing is true of us to​day: we will be saved when we BE​LIEVE the promises of God. Paul not only read out there in Arabia about Abraham believing God and his be​lieving counted unto him as righteous​ness, but over in the Book of Habak​kuk, chapter 2, he read this great statement: The just shall LIVE BY FAITH." The people whom God counts righteous SHALL LIVE, and they'll live because they have faith in the promise of God! They believe God means what He says. They rest in God's promise.

My beloved friends, I haven't any​thing between me and Hell but A PROMISE OF GOD! But I HAVE THAT! That's all I need, and it is stronger than any steel bridge man ever made. It's greater than anything man ever did. "Having therefore these PROMISES, dearly beloved." GOD WILL KEEP HIS WORD.

You know, in dealing with souls at the close of my meetings so many times, I explain John 3:16, and as I come to the close of the explanation, I ask this question: "Can God tell a lie?" And instantly and without varia​tion, even little children say, "No." They don't have to think; they don't stop and reason; they don't question it. Instantly there bursts from peo​ple's hearts, "No, God cannot tell a lie." There is one thing God cannot do: HE CANNOT TELL A LIE.

Then I say to them, "WHO IS IT who says, `Now that you believe in His Son YOU SHALL NOT PERISH and you have EVERLASTING LIFE'?" It is GOD, and God cannot tell a lie.

Then you know that you are saved BY THE PROMISE OF GOD. You know you are saved BECAUSE GOD SAYS SO in His Word. You know that you have these PROMISES from ONE WHO CANNOT LIE, from One who cannot fail to HONOR His promise, from One who will not deviate from the Truth, from One Whose charac​ter is unquestionable, from One Who is (I say it reverently) A MAN OF HIS WORD. GOD'S WORD IS HIS BOND! GOD MEANS WHAT HE SAYS. God asks us to PUT FAITH in His Word! God asks us to HONOR HIM by putting FAITH in His WORD!

You say, "Is that all, Preacher?" 

Yes, that is all God REQUIRES of us, but that isn't all that happens. Wonderfully enough, when you BE​LIEVE, when you PUT FAITH in what God HAS SAID, when you LAY HOLD OF His promises and claim them for yourself---salvation in Christ; or victory over sin, or holy living, or any promise---WHEN YOU DO THAT, THERE COMES A POWER WITHIN YOU to enable you to realize the wonderful spiritual salvation and life and victory that God promises to His people that you'll never get BY STRIVING to do something in your own self. I don't understand what it is; I cannot explain it. All I know is that the God of heaven KNEW HOW TO CHANGE HEARTS! And He knew that the only way He could do it was THROUGH PROMISES. His Spirit enters in when you and I credit Him with His Promise!

Abraham BELIEVED what God said to him, and God counted his BE​LIEVING as a righteousness that he did not have. God credited Abraham with RIGHTEOUSNESS. "The just shall live by faith." Are you among the "just" today? Are you among the men and women living by faith in the promises of God? God wants to be a Father to you. God wants you to be His son, or His daughter. God says, "I will receive you. I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters."

WE HAVE THESE PROMISES. God says if we are willing to BE​LIEVE these promises, if we are will​ing to touch not the unclean thing and get rid of everything unclean in our lives and credit God with His promise, then God will make Himself real to us as a FATHER and we will have the assurance that we are SONS AND DAUGHTERS of the Almighty God.

WHEN THAT HAPPENS what have you got to fear? You won't need a psychiatrist. You won't need books on how to be happy and how to be vic​torious, or how to make the most of your life, and all that sort of thing being published today that people are reading so avidly. THE WHOLE FOUNTAIN is found in the Promises of God---IN HIS WORD! All you need is GOD, and you'll HAVE Him when you BELIEVE Him.
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