GRACE IN THE INDIVIDUAL LIFE AND IN THE HOME

Jesse M. Hendley

First Peter 2:19-20

Here we are again, friends, studying this wonderful First Epistle of Peter, and here is the wonderful song,

Grace is flowing like a river!

Millions there have been supplied;

Still it flows, as full as ever

From the Saviour's wounded side.

In these few broadcasts on the Grace of God we are going to be giving you this song at the beginning of the message. It is so rich! GRACE! The Grace of God, which has been flowing since Jesus died, flowing like a mighty river. Millions of people have heard of God's marvelous Grace in His great Salvation, and have received it, and still Grace flows on, as full as ever, from the Saviour's wounded side.

Turn with me now in your Bibles to First Peter, chapter 2, verses 19 and 20, and we are taking up the Grace of God in this message today. This is a wonderful study.

We found in chapter one (verse 2) that the Grace of God comes only to people who have obeyed God in accepting the Blood of Jesus in atonement for their sins. Then we found (verse 10) that it regards salvation as prophesied by the great prophets and has to do with the sufferings of Christ. And then we found (verse 13) that Grace is going to come to us at the revelation of Jesus when He comes again.

Grace in the Individual Life

Now we come to a wonderful part that has to do with our way of living, in regards to Grace. Chapter 2, verses 19 and 20. "For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it if when ye be buffeted for YOUR FAULTS ye shall take it patiently? But if, when ye DO WELL and suffer for it, ye TAKE IT PATIENTLY (there is the suffering), this is acceptable with God."

You say, "Brother Hendley, I don't see the word GRACE there."

It is hidden in the translation, friends. Actually, the word "thankworthy" in verse 19 is "grace.” "This is thankworthy if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully." Literally, "For THIS IS GRACE, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully."

And then in verse 20 we have the word "acceptable.” "This is acceptable with God." Literally, "This is GRACE WITH GOD.'

Now notice, he is speaking TO CHRISTIANS who are suffering. God has reminded us all through the Bible that the Christian life is not a bed of roses! All life has to do with suffering. But the Christian comes out the better for it; he has Someone to help him in sufferings. He doesn't have the additional, abnormal sufferings in life, which are the result of sin. The Bible says, "The way of the transgressor is hard." His road is a hard road. He MAKES it hard, and he has to suffer for it.

There are normal sufferings in life. They come for various reasons. There is the world, the flesh and devil. This is not our home. God reminds us that we are strangers and pilgrims on earth, and we are going to have sufferings.

Now these people to whom Peter was writing were going through trials and sufferings. Peter writes and says, "THIS IS GRACE, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully." That is, when other people afflict you and you suffer, not because of your self (you haven't done anything wrong) but because others have wronged you, this is GRACE if you for conscience toward God ENDURE the grief, suffering wrongfully. If you endure it, with the right kind of spirit--‑wrongs that were brought upon you by others, others wronging you‑--then that is GRACE! ANYBODY can fight back; anybody can fuss and fume and retaliate and say, "What's the use of living a Christian life if this is what you have to endure!" But GRACE always endures suffering wrongfully. When you suffer, not for your own wrongs but for somebody else wronging you it takes GRACE to endure that kind of suffering. Now anybody can endure for their own wrongs that they themselves do. But it takes GRACE to endure suffering that comes upon us because of OTHERS, others causing our suffering. But, beloved, GRACE can MAKE us endure.

Now verse 20 tells us what is "grace with God.” "For what glory is it if when ye be buffeted for YOUR OWN FAULTS ye take it patiently? But if when you DO WELL and you suffer for WELL DOING, you take it PATIENTLY, this is GRACE WITH GOD." This shows real, divine Power in your life! When you SUFFER wrongfully and take it PATIENTLY!

So there we have the way we are to live in this present world. We are to prove that God's Grace is sufficient. Beloved, sometimes we look at Christians' faces. Long faces. Miserable faces. Worried faces. Defeated expressions. Then we remember this passage of Scripture that GRACE will enable us to endure, and to take patiently, whatever wrongs and sufferings come to us wrongfully from others. That is what God's Word says to us. That is grace. Pure grace! God help us to do it. Maybe we haven't BEEN patient. But God's Word teaches us that, and a wonderful blessing comes out of it.

I think there is another meaning to that passage, and that is that it not only TAKES grace to endure patiently when we suffer wrongfully because of others, but also IT WORKS GRACE in our lives. When we endure sufferings that come our way wrongfully when we've done nothing amiss, only that which has been good and godly, then God's Word says that THAT is WORKING GRACE. We have that in Romans 5: "Tribulation worketh patience, patience experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed because the love of God is poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit." So God help us to see that these things that SEEM to be adversities are REALLY BLESSINGS. God turns them into blessings! And the result? HIS GRACE is manifested to us!

Grace in the Home

Now in chapter 3, and verse 7, we have the next passage. We enter the HOME here. The other concerned the individual. But here we enter the home, and this tells us how husbands and wives are to live: IN GOD'S GRACE. That is wonderful. The Bible is such a practical Book. It not only deals in principles, but many times it comes right down to the commonplace and shows us how to live in everyday affairs, in the "humdrum" things of human existence. But no Christian existence should be "humdrum!" Life is a glorious experience! Salvation is a wonderful adventure---LIVING FOR GOD, dying with God, going to God's heaven. Why, it ought to be the thrill of our very beings! The greatest adventure in all the world is just to TRUST GOD! And I DARE you to trust the Lord with all your heart!

Now notice. "Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with your wives according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife as unto the weaker vessel, and as being HEIRS TOGETHER OF THE GRACE OF LIFE, that your prayers be not hindered." Here are the hus​band and wife. God's grace enters the home. God shows us a Christian hus​band and a Christian wife. He says to the husband, "Dwell with your wife, giving honor unto her, as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers be not hindered."

So Christian husbands, you are to dwell with your wife, and give honor to your wife, and say your prayers together with your wife.

Someone has said, "THE FAMILY THAT PRAYS TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER." And I think that is true of the husband and wife: they who pray together stay together. Such a home is founded on The Rock.

"Being HEIRS TOGETHER of the grace of life." Now here GRACE means LIFE. When you accept Christ as your Saviour and His sprinkled blood (as we found in preceding pas​sages) and you come to the suffer​ings of Christ and see His sufferings in payment for your sin, and God sends His Spirit into your heart, and He gives you power day by day to live a life pleasing to Him, THAT GRACE BRINGS YOU THE VERY LIFE OF GOD. When you accept Christ, that isn't the end of it. When you are genuinely saved, you come into contact with God Himself, and God through Christ pours HIS LIFE IN AND THROUGH YOU. So the CHRISTIAN life IS CHRIST'S LIFE ‑--lived IN and THROUGH the BE​LIEVER. As He tells us in John's Gospel, "I in them, and they in Me." Jesus said that the mighty work He did He did not of Himself; the Father who dwelt IN HIM did the work.

Christ's Life In Us

Now the Christian life is not one of struggling, in our human weakness, to try to live like Christ. That isn't it at all. It is LIVING SO CLOSE to Christ, BELIEVING on Christ, OBEY​ING Christ, YIELDING ALLEGIANCE to Christ that He can live in and through us HIS OWN BLESSED LIFE. He is to REPRODUCE Himself in every Christian life on earth! So actually, salvation is only the begin​ning: Christ coming IN to live His Life in and through the life of the one who accepts Him. That's what salvation is.

And that's GRACE. GRACE brings US the life of Jesus Himself! Beloved, God help us to check and see how much our lives are LIKE CHRIST'S. Are we influencing others toward God? Are we like Christ in relation to sin? In relation to the world? In relation to the flesh? In relation to the devil? Are we like Christ in relation to the Bible? Do we know the Bible?

It was the only Book He knew. Do we love it as He loved it? Are we like Christ in obedience to God, always do​ing that which is pleasing in His sight? Are we seeking to please God more than men? Jesus always sought for glory for the spiritual world rather than the physical. Have we put the spiritual world first in our lives? Have we sought first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, as Jesus did? Do we manifest the very life of Jesus?

THE GRACE OF LIFE means the life that consists of the LIFE OF GOD HIMSELF. We are HEIRS of that. AND beloved, anything less than that is not salvation! GOD coming IN!

Now it may be that you HAVE trusted Christ, but you haven't real​ized all that is involved. Maybe you've never realized that the GRACE OF GOD, the grace that came to you when you believed on Jesus, doesn't just save you from Hell. It isn't just "a fire escape from hell.” The grace of God brings to you HEAVEN NOW, which is the very LIFE OF JESUS. "I IN THEM, and THEY in ME."

In other words, Jesus wants to take YOUR mind, and think His Thoughts through you. He wants to take YOUR

lips, and speak His Words through them. He wants to take YOUR hands, and handle divine things. He wants to take YOUR feet, and go in paths of righteousness for the glory of God.

That's what Jesus wants! That is the GRACE OF LIFE. God wants that for every husband. He wants that for every wife. He wants that for every boy and girl. May God help us to see that today, friends, and YIELD to this marvelous grace of God.

Because, remember . . .

Grace is flowing like a river!

Millions there have been supplied;

Still it flows as full as ever

From the SAVIOUR'S wounded side!

Get it in your heart! God's marvel​ous GRACE, flowing like a great, broad river, an Amazon, a Mississippi! Mil​lions of thirsting souls have stooped, and have been satisfied, as they have taken in the marvelous Grace of God! Still that River flows on, and ANY​ONE may stoop, and drink, and LIVE! That is what God WANTS you to have, friends. Don't turn away, but TURN TO JESUS NOW, with all your heart. TAKE of this wonderful GRACE OF GOD!
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