GOD’S WARNING TO THE BACKSLIDER IN HEART

Jesse M. Hendley

Proverbs 14:14

In Proverbs 14:14 we read, "The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways." All through the Word of God we have warnings about back​sliding. Backsliding in heart will issue in backsliding in actual deed. Backslid​ing is a definite fall, a fall from God. It is a dangerous thing. I'll tell you right now, I don't want to drift from God. I don't want to loose communion with God. I don't want to sever con​nection and fellowship with God. Yet God's Book is filled with warnings about men who at one time walked with God but let sin come in between them and God. They let sin break up their fellowship with the Lord. Now God wants us to have communion with Him. God's warnings to us about back​sliding are very serious, and we shall see today how far Noah slipped from the Lord.

Days of Noah

It is important that we study Noah, because we are seeing things take place today that took place in Noah's day. In Matthew 24:37, Jesus says, "As the days of Noah were, so also shall the coming of the Son of Man be. In the days before the Flood, they were eat​ing and drinking and marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and KNEW NOT (they were not expecting the judgment of God) until the Flood came and took them all away. (Notice that expression, "took them all away".) So also shall the coming of the Son of Man be." Instead of a converted world, instead of a world that is righteous, instead of a world that is Gospelized, our Lord says, the world will be as decadent, diseased, corrupt, and filthy, as in the days of Noah! We are going to study those days now. We will see that Noah went down in a period of backsliding from God, even though he was not judged with the judgment of the unbeliever.

In the 17th chapter of Luke, we read Jesus saying another time, "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it also be in the days of the Son of Man (that is, when He shall come). They did eat. They drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the Flood came and destroyed them all." That is what the Lord says will be the prevailing condition when He returns.

Noah A Preacher

We read that Noah was a man of God. God's Word says that he was a preacher‑--a preacher OF RIGHTEOUS​NESS. He preached about living right. So many preachers are not preaching against wrong living. But Noah was a faithful preacher of RIGHTEOUSNESS. In days of awful evil, he upheld the standard of God before men, and warned them that if they disobeyed God's commandments they would come into judgment. He was a FAITHFUL preacher. God have mercy on us today if we are not preaching RIGHTEOUS​NESS, if we are not warning people from the Word of God about the CON​SEQUENCES of their sins!

Man of Prayer

Another thing about Noah, he was a man of PRAYER. In Ezekiel 14 God picks him out as one of three godly, outstanding men of history. He was a man of prayer. God said that Israel had fallen so deeply into sin, that al​though these THREE MEN were be​fore Him, Noah and Daniel and Job, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord God. In another place, He mentions them in regard to prayer. So they lived right. They were godly men. Yet we find a flaw in the life of Noah, even though here in Ezekiel God still men​tions him as an outstanding man of righteousness. Noah at one time back​slid from God, and if Noah backslid, how easy it would be for us today to backslide also!

Evil Continually

Now let us look at Genesis 6, con​cerning the days of the Flood. First of all, we read that there was an unholy mixture of the seed of women with the seed of fallen angels that produced that corrupt age. Verse 5. "And Jeho​vah saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart were only evil continually. And it re​pented the Lord that He had made man on the earth, and grieved Him at His Heart." Now that corruption was all over the earth. The wickedness of men was great. Every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was EVIL‑CON​TINUALLY. That sounds like the day we are living in, doesn't it? Evil con​tinually. You cannot pick up a news​paper or magazine that you don't find evil suggestions. You can't pick up a book today without there being some evil in it.

Satanic Influence

Now notice the expression, "Sons of God." Here the term means disobedient angels, or angelic beings, beings of another creation than man. And they saw the daughters of man, and they entered into unholy marriage with them, and the result was a corrupt seed. The devil corrupted the earth be​cause he did not want Messiah to be born, who would bruise his head. A trick of the devil, and men were his dupes! They listened to the devil. Back of all false teaching today is evil spirits, and as the coming of the Son of Man approaches, we may look for a disturbance of evil. Christian, let me warn you: do not play with spiritual​ism. God condemns it! It is out of Hell! It is of the devil and will destroy you.

In a certain campaign I learned of a young preacher who dabbled in spiritualism, and when he came back to God, he pronounced it immediately as being of the devil, as God has said in His Word. Don't dabble in spiritual​ism! The satanic forces will damn your soul. Here in Genesis 6 the evil spirits produced the corruption that brought judgment to the whole earth. God had to blot out the festering sore over the whole face of the earth, and he saved only eight people! Jesus said that such corruption would prevail in the days of the coming of the Son of Man.

Sin Must Be Judged

God said that it repented Him that He had made man. Man had corrupted himself and given himself over to licentiousness and sin, and God said He would have to destroy man from the face of the earth. The Hebrew word for "destroy" is literally "to blot out.” Either SIN must be blotted out of our lives, or WE as sinners must be blotted out! God must blot out SIN or SIN​NERS. There is only one place to get your sins blotted out, and that is at the Cross. "I,” God says in Isaiah, "have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a cloud, thy sins. RETURN unto Me, for I have redeemed thee." AT CALVARY God blotted out the sins of whosoever will believe on Christ. Friends, if you do not come to the Cross and allow JESUS to blot out your sin, then YOU will be blotted out from the face of the earth as a poor, LOST SOUL! You can yield to evil spirits or to God's Spirit. God says, "My Spirit shall not always strive with man." Listen to the Spirit of the Lord God!

Noah Righteous

Now in the midst of the corruption of the world, NOAH found favor in the sight of God. ONE righteous man alone, in all the earth! No man can find favor with God unless He is right with God, according to the teachings of the Bible. No man can find favor unless he serves the Lord, yields his life in allegiance and surrender to Him. So Noah was living right. He was living a holy, godly life, separated from sin round about him. His life pleased God. He was a man of devotion and prayer. He was a RIGHTEOUS man. We read in the Book of James that the prayers of a righteous man avail much! A righteous man is one who lives right in the eyes of God! Friend,

Is thy heart right with God?

Washed in the crimson Blood?

Cleansed and made holy,

Humble and lowly,

Right, in the sight of God?

You say, "Oh, I am all right in my own eyes." But it is GOD'S EYES that you must meet.

The world in Noah's day was an abandoned house of prostitution. In verse 13, God said unto Noah: "The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them (fallen angels and the daughters of men); and behold I will destroy them with the earth." The world today is a scene of corruption. Newspapers and books and magazines are suggestive of evil. Divorces in many places exceed marriages. Unchastity is defended in modern books. Women are becoming more and more shameless in the way they dress. What does it all mean? It means, friends that the world is rapidly approaching the days Jesus mentioned, the days when He would return, the days that would be as the days of Noah when licentiousness and unchastity and corruption and defilement and shame and prostitution and free‑love and all the rest of those ugly things were paramount all over the earth. God saw it. God was looking on, and God brought judgment!

God's Provision for Noah

Now out of all the world, one man walked with God. How that encourages those who mean business for the Lord. Noah was a righteous man, perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God. He was living right, a man of devotion and prayer. God told Noah He was going to destroy the earth, but with Noah He would establish His Covenant. "Thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee." And Noah did according to all that God

commanded him. Friend, if you want to avoid the terrible judgment of God coming upon the earth, you'd better be like Noah. Listen to God, get back to the Word of God, and do all that God commands.

So we find that Noah was faithful to the Lord. He was faithful to God's Word. He was faithful to the souls of men. Men didn't listen to him! Men paid no attention to him. He had no converts, but he was FAITHFUL to his generation, and when the Lord said, "Come thou and all thy house into the ark," Noah and his family went in, and took two of all flesh that God had commanded him. Then God shut the door.

I wish I had time here to read the story, but read it for yourself. You will read that all flesh died upon the earth---birds, cattle, beasts, every creeping thing, every man, every creature in whom was the breath of life. ALL were destroyed and blotted out from the face of the earth. All except Noah and his family, who were safe in the ark! And for five months, all the earth was one shoreless ocean. Water was fifty feet above the highest mountain! Water five miles high!

The entire earth today bears the marks of that judgment of God. And men in that day didn't know till the waters came that God's judgment was upon them. But we read that God REMEMBERED NOAH. God spared Noah. God took care of Noah. God blessed him. He brought him out of the ark and established a covenant with him.

And yet, later Noah backslid from God!

Friend, I want to ask you today if you are walking with God? Are you living for Him? I want to warn every Christian of the danger of backsliding and of the importance of staying true to God and going all the way with Him.

Lot

Let us consider also Lot. Jesus says in Luke 17:28, "Likewise also, as it was in the days of Lot, they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted they builded. But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. Even thus (same conditions) will it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed." The very name of Sodom today is used for a sin that is the most terrible in all the world, because of the evil practices of that city. The Lord said that the conditions that prevailed in the days of Lot would prevail again when He would come again.

In Second Peter 2, verse 5, we read, "God spared not the world, but saved Noah, a preacher of righteous- ness, bringing a flood upon a WORLD of the ungodly." A WORLD of ungodly peo​ple! They were sinners exceed-ingly.  Ungodliness always leads to sin. When you leave God out of your life, then sin will come in. Now listen: "Turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into

ASHES." God burned them to the ground! He "condemned them with an overthrow, making them an example unto those who AFTERWARD should live ungodly." God expects men to read this Bible and learn what happened in the past to ungodly sinners, and what is going to happen again. "And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy

conversation of the wicked." Lot, that righteous man, dwelt among them.  What business had Lot living in Sodom? Lot SAW and HEARD things in Sod​om a child of God ought not to see and hear. There are things that a true child of God should turn from. There are things he should not look at, things he should not listen to. The ungodly vexed Lot's righteous soul from day to day

with their unlawful deeds. Not "un​lawful" deeds in the eyes of men; for everybody was doing them. But they

were unlawful in the eyes of a HOLY GOD. There are things today that men count lawful just because everybody does them. Twenty years ago immod​esty of women's apparel on the beach would have been unlawful; today it is accepted. But God is still a holy God.

Now from that background, we learn that Lot was a saved man. He was a righteous soul, and his soul was vexed from day to day with the manner of living of the wicked, in seeing and hearing the things they did. One reason I know I am saved is the vexation I have in my soul when I see or hear of this ungodly world that is going down to Hell as fast as it can go. I tell you, friends, if your soul ISN'T VEXED by what you see in the newspapers and magazines and what is around about today, in what you hear and see, and you can't avoid hearing and seeing some of it, then it is because you have a soul that isn't right with God.

The record of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is given in Chapter 19 of Genesis. But first, in chapter 18, let us get the background. The Lord said He would go down Himself and look over the situation. Here we learn that God Almighty will not bring judgment until He knows that the situation is without remedy. God saw in Sodom and Gomorrah only evil continually.

Lot's Background

We read previously that Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom! In chapter 13 Lot and Abraham were choosing the land in which they wanted to dwell, and Lot lifted up his eyes and beheld all the plain of the Jordan, that it was well‑watered everywhere. (That was before the Lord destroyed the cities.) It was like the garden of the Lord. So Lot chose all the land of the plain. Then Lot and Abraham separated themselves, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain, and Abraham dwelt in the land of Canaan. Lot moved his tent as far as Sodom. But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners against the Lord exceedingly, and where there is sin against the Lord, you can be sure that God will bring judgment.

Now notice Lot, this man who was righteous, the man who had lived with godly Abraham, the man who had walked in communion with God. He chose to dwell "near Sodom." What business had he there? The downfall of this man Lot, we learn, was a result of SOMETHING HE SAW, a sight that met his eyes. Friends, today EYES are damning the souls of men! If you are reading sinful things, or if you are looking at sinful pictures, unchaste and unholy, SIN will be kindled in your life. We need today to make a covenant with our eyes‑--like Job of old--‑that we WILL NOT BEHOLD EVIL! That we will TURN AWAY from sin! God said, "Look at Job; he turns away from evil." Do YOU turn away from evil? Or do you let it kindle sin in your mind and heart?

After the LOOK, then came the CHOICE. He saw the MATERIAL advantage. He made his decision on a material basis. He didn't think ahead and say, "What will this do to my SOUL?" He didn't ask, "What would GOD be pleased with?" He didn't say, "Will this break my communion with God?" His eyes led him to make a wrong choice. Instead of choosing the separated life, with godly old Abraham, Lot chose to dwell with the sinners of Sodom! He chose not the fellowship of God's real saints! That is always a dangerous thing. That is why God wrote in Hebrews 10:25 that we are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, but we are to encourage one another, and so much the more as we see the day approaching of the return of Jesus.

The next thing was ACTIVITY. Sight, choice, movement toward that choice!

Then SEPARATION from God and the godly. Abraham chose to live with God; Lot chose to live with sinners.

And then we read of his SETTLED CONDITION. Lot moved his tent AS FAR AS SODOM. SIGHT! CHOICE! MOVEMENT TOWARD THE CHOICE! SEPARATION FROM GOD AND THE GODLY! SETTLED CONDITION AMONG SINNERS! That is the sure way DOWN for every child of God. The lure of sin!

Lot's Friends

So here in the 19th chapter of Genesis we read of the two angels coming to Lot and of Lot bowing before them. Lot constrained them to come in. Now we learn what happened when those angels of God accepted the invitation. First of all, we find that Lot had lost his testimony. When the men of Sodom knew that Lot had two angels for guests, they gathered together in unbridled sin and demanded of Lot that the two angels be brought out for sinful purposes into their presence! How evil men can get! In Romans, the first chapter, Paul talks about unmentionable sins that are mentioned right here, and that are going on all over America today. It's open, just as open as it can be. The report has come from our own government about perverts, people living in the vilest sins, unnatural sins, sins of unbridled shame.

So Lot goes to the door and says, "I pray you, my BRETHREN, do not so wickedly!" Notice, he calls that ungodly mob, the sinners of Sodom, his "brethren.” What an awful thing! Lot had no testimony with them. They tried to break down the door, but the angels of God smote them with blindness so that they could not see.

Lot's Sons‑In‑Law

Lot lost his testimony also before his sons‑in‑law. When Lot chose Sodom, he took his daughters with him and they married the young men of that place, ungodly sinners. It is an awful thing to lose your own family to the devil's crowd.

The angels said to Lot, "Have you any besides sons‑in‑law, sons and daughters? Haste! Get them out of the city! The cry has waxed great before the Lord. The Lord has sent us to destroy the city!"

So Lot spoke to his sons‑in‑law who had married his daughters, "Haste, get out of the city! The Lord is going to destroy the city." But Lot seemed to his sons‑in‑law as one that mocked. He had no testimony with them. He had no testimony before the worldly crowd. He had no testimony before his sons‑in‑law, and they mocked. Then the angels said, "Arise! Get you up, before you are consumed in the iniquity of the city."

Think about New York. Millions never darken the door of a church or make a religious decision. Twelve million in the environs of New York, as many people as in all Canada, most of them lost. Millions of people, in New York, Chicago, Detroit, Atlanta and other cities, are LOST. Think about the millions, when the bombs begin to fall! A mother asked me the other day to pray for her boy in Korea. "He is lost," she said. "If he dies, he will be in Hell!" Oh, the lost MILLIONS!

We read that Lot "lingered"! Think about a man so backslidden that he LINGERS AMONG THE UNGODLY, KNOWING THAT GOD IS GOING TO STRIKE! Oh, beloved, we ought to live so separated unto God that it will be easy to let go when the rapture comes! The dead in Christ shall rise, and we who are alive shall be CAUGHT UP together in the clouds to meet our Lord in the air. I want to be so separate from the world that it will be easy to turn to the Lord when He calls.

So the Lord was merciful. "Escape for thy life, and look not behind thee!"

And Lot said, "Not so!" "Not so" to GOD'S advice and GOD'S command!

Lot's Wife

Lot lost his testimony also before his wife. God had said, "Don't look back." And we read that "the sun was risen upon the earth and the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven, overthrew those cities, all the inhabitants and all that which grew upon the ground." God burned down those cities to the bare earth! But we read that Lot's wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. God struck her down. Judgment!

Jesus said, "Remember Lot's wife."  Why? She disobeyed God's command.  She had enough grace to leave the de​-

struction of the ungodly, but she dis​obeyed the Lord's Word, and the Lord struck her.  Brother, you'd better listen to what God says today in His Bible.  Are YOU among the multitudes today who are ignoring God's Holy, Eternal Word? He will bring JUDGMENT, ac​cording to His Book. What a SIN not to ponder daily teachings of God's Word. God speaks His blessings upon those who meditate in His Word day and night.  Think about WHAT GOD SAYS, not the latest newspaper or magazine alone. Weigh that news in the Light of God's Holy Word.

Lot's Daughters

Lot also lost his daughters, to in​decency and immorality. They had lived in Sodom too long to even be decent.  Lot went up out of Zoar and dwelt in a cave in the mount and his two daugh​ters with him. The firstborn said to the other, "Our father is old and we have no children," and we read the awful record that they made their father drunk and the result was an unholy seed---the Moabites and the Ammo​nites---and the curse of God rested upon those nations because of that sin.

Liquor

Notice drink here. Anybody who plays with drink is not only foolish but is defying the Living God Who says DO NOT DO IT.

One night after a service in a certain city, I met a man on the street and he was staggering. He said, " Gimme a dime. I wanna make a trip." I reached into my pocket and pulled out a dime.

I said, "I'm a preacher. This is God's money. Be sure you spend it right."

He looked at me startled. He said, "I can't lie to you. Preacher, I can't lie to you. I was gonna spend it on drink."

I said, "What about your old godly mother?"  He said, "I've got a mother who's been praying for me for YEARS. I'm ready to give up my drink. Let's pray."

We knelt right there in the grass and that man cried unto God. He cried unto God. He cried unto God! He said, "Preacher, you touched my heart. I couldn't lie to you. I couldn't spend that money on liquor---God's money!"

No, but he was destroying God's MAN, God's BODY. He had respect for a dime and didn't have respect for that BODY, that God made and that he had given over to the devil. Oh, how MANY people are drinking today! How many men! How many WOMEN! How many living in lust! How many living in sodomy! How many living in shame! Doctors are saying today that many people come to them ‑--nothing wrong physically or organically--‑but with wrecked minds and consciences and souls!

Conversion Necessary

We need to tell people HOW TO GET RIGHT WITH GOD. The way to get right is to kneel right where you are and say, "Lord, forgive me of my sins. I'll give it up for You." We are headed for the days of God's wrath and judgment. Soon the bombs may fall. Soon God's judgment will be upon this earth. Men are living in lust and shame as it was in the days of Noah and in the days of Lot. Are you among the godly? Or are you among the backslidden? Come back to God today. Get right with Him today and live for Christ. Will you do it? God bless you.
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