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Hebrews 9:22, 11:6, 12:4

0ur Blessed Lord, we thank Thee this morning for the privilege of prayer, that we can come di​rectly to Thee as our Father. Jesus bought us the right. Jesus with His Blood made the way, the living way, the new and living way, all the way to the Throne of God which has been turned from a throne of judgment to a throne of grace, of favor, a smile on God's Face, no condemnation. That Blood took all the condemnation away. That Blood satisfied the divine law that we broke. That Blood satisfied God's justice. And now this mercy, this pity, this grace and this love flows out to us through Him! Oh, how we appreciate Jesus this day! And, Lord, as the days go by, help us to know His Heart and to know Him better and to walk in companionship with Him. Bless, we pray Thee, all these requests we men​tioned today, and we will thank Thee for all Thou wilt do for us. We ask it in Jesus' Name. Amen.

We are living in a world that is in rebellion, as you well know. We have wars everywhere today. There is war in Viet Nam, fighting in Africa, fight​ing in the Middle East. We wonder where it will break out next. We have hot war where men are actually dying, and cold war where men battle with one another as in the United Nations and jockey for position and talk about peace while at the same time self is paramount. The world is in rebellion against God!

The other day I met one of my Sun​day School teachers as he was coming out of his class and he said, "You know, my people are talking about the rebellion in the world today, the tre​mendous changes that are taking place. It is disturbing people. They are won​dering about it."

There is rebellion right in our own country. We have the awful fact of riots going on. In our own nation there have been great disturbances such as recently in the city of Detroit, much of it in ruins, burned, with looting go​ing on as the officers of the law stood by and watched the people as though they were on a holiday, looting stores as though nothing was wrong, as though God did not say, "Thou shalt not steal." If they had considered it "stealing," they would not have done it. If they had considered it "shame​ful," they would not have done it. Looting, sniping, murdering, lawbreak​ing‑the entire city's police force could not cope with it and they asked for troops of the United States. We had the awful spectacle of our President holding back and holding back while a city burned and lives were lost ​under ANARCHY, under REBELLION. I saw the ruins of the city, the gutted buildings, the burned‑down ruins. It looked like a city that had been in war.

I said to someone, "You know, that is exactly what is going to happen in the Tribulation Period, but on a far vaster scale. Around the world the cities will be in revolt. The people will be in rebellion. Violence will be in the streets until people will be terribly afraid. Even today people fear to go out at night unescorted. Rebellion! Think of all the terrible sin in the world. What is in back of it all?

I watched as certain men were in​terrogating the mayor of Detroit. They were asking him, "What is the cause of all this? And what is the answer?" The man gave some wise answers from the human standpoint, but they are not THE ANSWERS. "What we need is troops to quell the rebellion." Now God agrees with that. That is true wherever there is anarchy.

I would like to say to everybody who is resisting LAW today, you are RE​SISTING GOD. In Romans, chapter 13, God Almighty thunders out against all rebellion against law. God says that all governmental authority, all law, is ordained of Him; that all police forces that are carrying out the righteous re​quirements of the law are ordained of God and are ministers of God and bear not the sword in vain. (They used to carry swords for punishment; today it would be guns and sticks.) In other words, God says that when a policeman has to cut somebody down for endangering other people's lives and for violence and anarchy, he is ful​filling the law of God and is doing what God wants him to do, and the person RESISTING the law is the sin​ner against GOD.

Read the 13th chapter of Romans, and if there is anybody listening today and your sympathy is toward that which is rebellious and violent and destructive, may I remind you, you are fighting God. God Almighty is back of all authority. That leads me to say this. Here is the cause of rebellion: the lack of the fear of God! If a man isn't afraid of God and concerned about keeping GOD'S laws, he will not be afraid of man or be concerned about keeping MAN'S laws.

THE FEAR OF GOD IS THE ONLY THING THAT REALLY PUTS TEETH IN THE LAW. And we are going to learn that, because the Bible ends with THE WORLD IN VIOLENCE AGAINST GOD. "As in the days of Noah so shall it be in the days of the coming of the Son" of Man." Violence filled the earth. If you sit down and read the Book of the Revelation, of the end‑time just before Jesus comes, you will find the world IN REVOLT AGAINST GOD, a world stewing in its juices, because "they that take the sword shall perish with the sword."

I'd like to remind all the rebellious and violent that God's Word says He is going to destroy those who destroy the earth. People who are destroyers instead of helpers and builders will be destroyed by God Almighty. He will see to it that they are destroyed.  They are going down just as surely as God is God.

What is the cause of all the rebellion and violence?   A LACK OF THE FEAR OF GOD. When a man fears God and is right with God, he will have a humble and meek heart, not one of violence, not one of self‑will that only wants its way. Such a man will not want to destroy people but want to help people.

Jesus Christ was the Supreme One in this matter, and Christians should be that way. Don't ever label any group of people as being "Christian" who are violent. They are not. Jesus Christ very plainly said to Peter, "Put up your sword." Peter thought he had to fight for Christ (when He was seized) and took his sword and in a moment of violence chopped off the ear of the servant of the high priest. But you remember Jesus Christ rebuked him and said, "Put up your sword, Peter. We don't need swords. My work isn't done with swords." And He healed the man's ear. We are not to take the sword, friends, in this matter.

Troops are not the answer.

Slum clearance is not the answer. We ought to get rid of slums. God knows slums ought to be done away with.

Unemployment? People that really want to work ought to have a chance to work. But God's Word says that if a man WILL NOT work, let him NOT EAT. With a lot of people it is not the unemployment problem; they just DON'T WANT TO WORK. But where there is a desire to world, there should be employment.

Lack of money is not the problem.

The problem is lack of the FEAR OF GOD. The violence and rebellion in our nation is a terrible revelation of the SPIRITUAL CONDITION of our nation. There is lack of the fear of God in this violence today.

Who is at fault in this matter of trying to get rid of God and His laws (which are the only great Basis of any human law)?

The Supreme Court is guilty here. They are the ones who said we don't need to read the Bible in the school and have prayer in the schools. So the Supreme Court of the United of America, in a tremendous demonstration of the weakness of the human mind without Christ and God, has brought down such a determination against the Word of GOD! Sitting up there in the skies is the Almighty God who gave men HIS WORD. Oh, beloved, at least His Word could be read for the ears of these boys and girls to hear. Take away from them the Bible, and you take away the fear of God, and they have no fear of MAN. Why should they be afraid of man? Violence is inevitable because people's hearts are evil.

Not only the Supreme Court, but many of the CHURCHES are guilty here.  Many churches today are not true to Jesus. They are not true to the Word of God. They do not love people's souls nor seek to bring Christ to them. They have gone out of the business of preaching Christ and the Word of God. EVERY CHURCH THAT UNDERMINES THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST AND UNDERMINES THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE IS GUILTY AND HAS A PART IN THE REBELLION GOING ON TODAY.

Some PREACHERS, I am sorry to say, are guilty here and are to be held accountable, and will be, by Almighty God. Any man who stands in the pulpit claiming to be "a man of God," standing there by ordination with a definite commission of God to be faithful to His Word and give it to the people ("He that hath My Word, let him speak My Word faithfully"), and that man UNDERMINES the Bible and turns away the people from believing it as the Very Word of God divinely inspired, and cuts the Root of the Word of God, THAT MAN IS GUILTY. If the Bible isn't the Word of God there are not any Ten Commandments, and there are no commandments to be obeyed by man, so anything goes. "I can do anything I please." That is exactly what some preachers are doing. They have gone out of the business of preaching Christ as the only Saviour Who can CHANGE MEN'S HEARTS. Any other sort of Salvation is only a social Gospel. "Let's have slum clearance," instead of preaching CHRIST and getting people's HEARTS changed. My friends, you can clear all the slums, but if you don't change people's HEARTS they will become slums again. It is inevitable. Men's hearts must be changed. This is an individual matter. Our Lord went to the basis of it all when He said, "Ye must be BORN AGAIN. You have got to have a new heart, a new life."

And then Christians‑ WE CHRISTIANS ‑by living unholy lives are responsible for rebellion that is in the world today. Unsaved people look at those who profess to be Christians and say, "Your lives are no different from ours." And, friends, in many churches there are professing Christians of whom that is true. There is no difference. God is looking down on a world filled with UNHOLY people, people who are out of His will, people who are in sin and rebellion against Him, and CHRISTIANS, by living unholy lives, are involved in this. Every true child of God, bought of the Spirit of God, knows the answer, knows that JESUS is the Only Hope for this world, knows that the Bible and obedience to it is the only way for people to come out of rebellion into righteousness. Christians are in the world! God has not taken us out of the world. We are related. We are involved. We have a responsibility. What are we to do?

Well, God Almighty tells us what we are to do, three life‑changing things.

GOD'S THREE DEMANDS

In the Book of Hebrews, God makes three tremendous statements.

Hebrews 9:22, "Without the shedding of Blood (the Blood of Jesus) there is no forgiveness for sins." .

Hebrews 11:6, "Without faith it is impossible to please God."

Hebrews 12:4, "Without holiness no man shall see the Lord."

We must have BLOOD, FAITH and HOLINESS if we are to please God and if our lives are going to be what they ought to be among our fellowmen in this world and affect people Godwardly.

Notice the word WITHOUT. Three times here we read the word WITHOUT. "Without Blood." "Without faith." "Without holiness."

Everyone needs God. We are helpless without Him. I would like to use the illustration again and again (until it comes home to our hearts) of a tiny infant just born, in its helplessness. It is a picture of everyone of us. We need GOD! Here are three things we need desperately. We need the FORGIVENESS of sins so that we can approach God. We need the smile of God, that is, PLEASE Him. We need the companionship of God, to walk with Him in holiness.

God's Word says, "Without the shedding of Blood there is no forgiveness." If you have never accepted Christ, there is something BETWEEN you and God: your sins.

God says, "Without faith it is impossible to please Him." Without faith in God and His reality, that brings you to diligently seek Him, you cannot please Him. Without faith you DISPLEASE Him and God's frown is upon you instead of God's smile.

And finally, God says you need a Companion that is Divine, Somebody Bigger than we are; but "without holiness" you cannot walk with God. You cannot see Him, much less walk with Him. Here it carries the thought of intimate and constant companionship. Without holiness you cannot have this.

Everyone needs God, and every thinking person WANT'S God as his Great Friend and recognizes his need of Him. Every saved person knows that he must do certain things to have God as his Great Friend and wants to know what God demands for Friendship. God says, "How can two walk together except they be agreed?" Two people cannot walk together unless they agree. If they disagree, one goes one way and the other goes the other.

Friends have rules. There have to be rules. If you want God for your Friend in this world, to take care of you in life and all its emergencies, to take care of you in death and bring you to a glorious heaven and live with Him forever; if you want God for your Companion and Friend, there are THREE DEMANDS that He makes to guarantee salvation and His Friendship. These three things are: BLOOD, FAITH, and HOLINESS.

Friends, have you dealt with your SIN‑question? Nothing can get rid of sin but THE BLOOD of His Son. Nothing else can do it. Without the shedding of Christ's Blood there is no possibility. "You must do something about your sins," says God, "if we walk together. Sin is between us. We must agree about sins and you have to agree with Me." Sin lifts a wall between your soul and God, between my soul and God. We've got to get rid of that wall. Nothing can take away your sin but the BLOOD of Christ.

Then God says we must have FAITH. "Without faith it is impossible to please Me," says God. "He that cometh to God must first believe that He IS," and secondly believe that He is so wonderful that you will diligently seek Him with all the energy of your soul. If you do NOT believe that God IS, and that He is the Most Wonderful Being in the universe and the Greatest Friend and worthy of your total seeking, your diligent seeking, then you cannot have God for your Friend. That is the next rule. We have to have confidence in Him that He IS the Wonderful Being the Book reveals that He IS.

The third thing God says, "If you want to walk with Me, you have to have HOLINESS in your daily life. You have to change your way of living. You have to live holy before Me." That word HOLINESS is a very wonderful word. We are going to talk about it soon.

But let us look again at these three "without's" for just a moment. God’s Word is speaking to people WITHOUT these three things.

Are you without the Blood?

Are you without faith in Him that diligently seeks Him with all your heart?

Are you without this holiness in your daily life that seeks to get rid of everything that would displease Him and seeks to be pleasing to Him so that you can have Him as your constant Companion‑NOW in this present world‑and be sure He WILL be your Companion when you walk through the valley of the shadow of death, to look after you and bring you safely home to His Heaven?

Are you WITHOUT these three things, or are you WITH them? Do you HAVE the Blood? Do you HAVE faith? Do you HAVE holiness? The person who has not these things is lost, but the person who has them HAS GOD and therefore is saved.

Let's look at the first one again. "Without the shedding of Blood there is no remission of sin." The word remission here is not exactly forgiveness. It carries with it, of course, the idea of forgiveness, but you never translate remission "forgiveness." The Greek word does not mean it, nor does the Latin word. The word comes from two words which mean "to send away." That is, "to remove" your sins.

Friends, there is only one way to GET RID of sins and their consequences, and that is by the Blood of Jesus Christ. And if you don't come to God claiming ABSOLUTELY NOTHING of yourself, nothing you do, have done or can do, but looking only to the death of Jesus dying for your sins, TAKING AWAY all the evil thoughts and words and deeds of your life and paying for them with His Blood; if you do not come to God with all your heart in REAL REPENTANCE and trusting ONLY the Blood of Jesus‑you are stuck with your sins! You are a CONDEMNED SINNER before God. You cannot approach God. No man can approach God in his sin, without the BLOOD!

We must have the REMISSION OF SINS. We have got to get rid of sin with all of its guilt before God. We must get sin away from God's eyes, for sin is abhorrent to God. And God SEES us as filthy because of our sins. You remember the high priest who stood before God in filthy garments. He was a high priest but in filthy garments. That is a picture of you and me standing before the Lord before the Blood cleanses from all sin. Your sin, your filth, your iniquity, evil thoughts and words and deeds‑how are you going to get rid of them? "The Blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanses from ALL SIN."

I am going to have to stop here, but let me remind you, you are either WITHOUT the Blood of Christ or you are WITH IT. If you HAVE the Blood, your sins have been remitted. They have been "sent away" from you. If you HAVE NOT the Blood, you are stuck with your sins.

Get rid of them today. Go alone right now and repent of your sins, and tell God you are sorry for them, and claim the Blood of Jesus for cleansing and remission of sins.

Do it today!
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