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Romans 2: 6-7

If you have your Bibles now, friends, turn with me to Romans, chapter 2 and we are going to find here God's standard of bad and good.

Now we read a lot today about being bad and being good. We read a lot about it, and we hear a lot about it. But we are going to see today GOD'S standard of being bad and being good. Or, God's STANDARDS, if you please, of being bad and being good, as found in Romans 2, verses 6 and 7. Now let me read them for you. "Who will render to every man according to his deeds (that is, God), to them who by patient continuance in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life. But unto them that are contentious and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, to them in​dignation, wrath, tribulation and an​guish upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first and also of the Gentile; but glory, honor, peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first and also to the Gentile. For there is no respect of persons with God."

Now there is an important thing. God's standards of the good and bad; that is, the good and bad ACCORD​ING TO GOD, the good and bad AC​CORDING TO THE BIBLE, which pre​sents to us God's WILL.

Now before I go into it I want to read to you an editorial that I cut the other day from a newspaper in anoth​er city where I was preaching, and I thank God for somebody that will write in a modern newspaper such words as these. This lady says: "Accolades to the many parents who bring up good children these days. They deserve more praise than they get. It is nonsense to assert that each preceding genera​tion went through the same difficulties. Yet you hear all sorts of nice people say all sorts of foolish things on this subject. They contend that our adoles​cents are little different from those of past periods, and they say this in face of the fact that our world has changed immeasurably within the last half century. Modern fathers and moth​ers see their children surrounded by temptations to which they themselves were never exposed. Even those who grew up in the twenties had moral safe​guards which ours lack. The boys and

girls of 1957 have parties without chaperones and keep very late hours. They ride in cars with companions who may be reckless drivers and thus risk physical as well as moral harm. They hear news of mayhem, murder, arson, vandalism, perversion and rape, and the obscene literature many are ex​posed to is enough to stunt the growth of a Socrates. Also they exist in a society where drinking is fashionable, narcotic salesmen creep through city streets, prostitutes are followed for autographs. I think the modern parent needs the courage of a crusader to re​sist the pressure groups that are hell ​bent on taking childhood away from children and polluting their manners, minds and morals. He must have enough pluck also to stand up to neigh​bors and community customs whose only answer to questions of discipline is, `Everybody's doing it.' The marvel to me," this lady says, "is that so many men and women succeed in guiding their broods through these oceans of insanity, vulgarity, immorality and downright evil to which all American children are exposed. To be a good par​ent nowadays is the ultimate in suc​cess. It cannot be achieved without the use of native gumption and the Help of the Lord."

I tell you, I was genuinely surprised that a modern newspaper in a city nearly as large as Atlanta would pub​lish an editorial like that, so truthful, so accurate, because we are living in a world where people (many of them) do not want the truth.

Well, we are studying today God's standards of bad and good. The first thing we have is MAN'S ideas or standards about good. Then secondly, we have GOD'S ideas, different, high​er standards, more noble. We expect that. God said through Isaiah, "My thoughts are not your thoughts, and My ways are not your ways." God said His thoughts are HIGHER than ours as the heavens are higher than the earth!

Now there is coming, according to Romans 2:6, a reckoning day. We read, "God will render to every man accord​ing to his deeds." Not his faith, but his DEEDS. Now that is God's judg​ment on an unbelieving world! This rendering of judgment will be on the same basis with ALL. There will be no "pull", no influence, no place, no position, that will help a man there, nor affect the Verdict of the Great Judge. In Romans 2:11, God says there is no respect of persons with God. Respect of persons IS, with man. It is a common sin. It is a respectable sin, an accepted sin, and in the Book of James God reminds us of respect of persons when he tells us of a congrega​tion in the early church, so close to Jesus' time. James says, "Don't you know you have SINNED, when some poor fellow comes into the meeting and you put him on the back seat? And when a rich man comes in, with his fashionable garments and his rings flashing, and you bow and scrape and take him down and give him the front seat in your church?" He said, "Aren't you sinning, because you are having RESPECT OF PERSONS, when one soul is just as precious as another in God's eyes? He doesn't look on exter​nalities. He is not governed by a man's position or possessions." No, Romans 2:11 says that at the Judgment there is no respect of persons.

There is respect of persons today in business. There is respect of persons in politics. There is respect of persons in the military life, and in the social life, in the judicial life, and the religi​ous life even, I am sorry to say. Now let's look for a moment and see what God says about His Judgment and who ARE the good in God's eyes. God believes in being FAIR, and He so writes, in the Bible, HIS STANDARDS of judgment upon a life.

In Romans 2:8 and 9, we read that only those who are well-doing in His sight (that is, according to His stand​ards) will be approved, or win His approval. "Well-doing in His sight." In verse 7 we read what this well-doing is. "Those who patiently continue" in a life pleasing to Him! They don't just please God once, but they patiently continue in a life pleasing to God. They seek the thing that pleases God. They are concerned about what God thinks about this thing or that thing and everything in their everyday life. Sec​ondly, they seek for a lifetime, a proc​ess never letting up, FOR FOUR THINGS: GLORY, from God, not men; FOR HONOR, from God, not men; FOR IMMORTALITY, that undying state with God that is going to come to us when He comes; and they seek for ETERNAL LIFE. That person is GOOD in God's eyes. A person who seeks for GLORY, that which is splendid for us in God's eyes and abiding; HONOR, the opposite of dishonor; IMMORTALI​TY, the opposite of dying; ETERNAL LIFE, the opposite of this present, passing life. A person who seeks THAT from God, in a life-time seeking, is the person who is GOOD in God's eyes. Let's remember that. "Patient continu​ance in well-doing, seeking for glory and honor and immortality and eternal life." Those are the GOOD THINGS according to God's standard, and those who SEEK these things in a lifetime job are the GOOD, according to God's standards.

Now, who are the BAD in God's eyes, or according to God's standards? He describes them! He says, "The con​tentious (those who contend with God about His standards), who do not obey the truth (do not obey the Bible and its revelation), who obey unrighteous​ness (they do wrong things in God's eyes)." Now those are the BAD: the CONTENTIOUS, THOSE WHO DO NOT OBEY THE TRUTH, And THOSE WHO OBEY UNRIGHTEOUSNESS. Think of that. Contentious, false and wrong in what they do. My friends, we'd better check up on our lives and see whether those things are in our lives and see whether those things are in our lives today, that we might please God.

Then, He says, their unhappy state. God is personally displeased with such lives, and the man who displeases God is in for trouble! God is personally dis​pleased with those who are contenti​ous, do not obey the truth of the Bible, and do obey unrighteousness and do wrong things that God condemns. Their unhappy state is INDIGNATION and WRATH." That is already upon them. That is God's personal attitude toward such people. "Indignation and wrath." So there are people walking around in this city with whom God is displeased, and in every city in America, and all over this earth. There are men today working, moving, laughing, crying, all over the world, UPON WHOM GOD'S INDIGNATION AND WRATH are even now abiding! People who leave Jesus out of their lives and fail to please God.

And the man who displeases God is in for two things: "TRIBULATION and ANGUISH." Tribulation means trouble, a close place, too close to move around, straightened circumstances. That is a terrible thing! Tribulation and anguish? Some of it they get here, but God gives men a chance to repent. But it will be TOTAL hereafter, total tribulation in the next world, and total anguish! "I am in ANGUISH in this flame," is an accurate translation of "torment" there of the lost man, in Luke 16. "I am IN ANGUISH! Send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. I am IN ANGUISH, in this FLAME." So the fires of HELL are fires of man's own kindling.

Now are we living GOOD in God's eyes, or BAD? Let's repeat it again. God says that on His Judgment Day the GOOD will be those who are ap​proved, or those who patiently con​tinue in well-doing and seek for glory, honor, immortality and eternal life. Which simply means, seek to please God and make that your life quest. The BAD are those who are contenti​ous and do not obey the truth as found in the Bible, who ignore the Word of God and the Revelation of God, and do obey unrighteousness, just persist in a life lived displeasing to God, or un​concerned about God. Their unhappy state is indignation and wrath here and tribulation and anguish hereafter, upon every soul of man. For He says, "There is no respect of persons with God."

Well, there is respect of persons here, but not with God. The only way out, friends, is to ACCEPT JESUS AS OUR SAVIOUR. And then, pick up this Bible of ours, particularly the New Testament that tells us how Christiani​ty came to us and how we are to live! The man who is SERIOUS about seek​ing for glory and honor and immortali​ty and eternal life, WILL PICK UP THIS NEW TESTAMENT and READ it and seek day by day to the best of his ability, by the indwelling Spirit, to live a life PLEASING TO GOD.

Well, that is the end of this mes​sage. I hope it was a blessing to you. Don't forget to live for the LORD, moment by moment. Trust Him, love Him and serve Him, and you'll have nothing to fear when you meet Him.

God bless you for now and goodbye.
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