GOD’S SEARCH FOR A MAN

Jesse M. Hendley

Ezekiel 22:30

I am speaking now particularly to men on a passage in God's Word, Ezekiel 22:30. God said, "I sought for a man among them that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before Me, for the land, that I should not destroy it. But I found none. Therefore I have poured out mine indignation upon them. I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath. Their own way have I recompensed upon their heads, saith the Lord God."

I want to call your attention to five words. "I sought for a man." Those are the words of the Lord Himself.

The land was not cleansed, because of sin. God speaks against the prophets because they were not true to Him. The priests were not faithful to the law of God. The princes and the leaders were not true to Him. The people of the land had used oppression and had gone on in their sin. And now the JUDGMENT OF GOD was coming upon them. God says, "I sought for a man among them, a man who could stand in the gap before Me, that I should not destroy the land. But I found none."

Notice, the text does not mention a "woman.” God is looking for a MAN. At the Cross of Jesus Christ, all the MEN deserted Him and left Him. But a small group of women kept watch, a short distance from the Cross. What a comfort it must have been to the Saviour that a few were faithful! The women were faithful, at the Cross of Christ.

So it is today. Who are most faithful in church attendance? Is it the women or the men? Who do most of the praying today? Who look after the things of God? Who give of their energy and time and money? Men or women? It is the women, God bless them, who carry on much of the work of the Lord. But IT IS TIME FOR MEN TO GET BUSY, to wake up, and see that THE WORK OF JESUS CHRIST is the MOST IMPORTANT BUSINESS. God wants men!

Some of you red‑blooded, strong he-men are SPIRITUAL DWARFS. Some of you are anemic, you are invalids spiritually. You are strong in business and in social clubs, but you are woefully weak in faith toward God! Many a husband today depends entirely upon the wife to take the children to Sunday school, to read them the Bible, to give the children their spiritual education, and he sits at home with the Sunday paper, or plays golf, or mows the lawn, or goes fishing. He will send the rest of the family to church, but he will stay home.

God's work on earth wouldn't be crawling at a snail's pace if you big, six‑footers had courage enough to step out for God. You are like some of the big football fellows, standing on the sidelines, watching the other fellow carrying the ball. You are comfortable, and you just watch and cheer them on. You call them "chicken"‑--if they let up or if they make a mistake in the game. But you are too cowardly to try it yourself. You are too cowardly to mention Christ in your circle of influence! You don't play your part as a real Christian. Some of your wives and daughters show more fearlessness in the things of God. Why should MEN be unwilling to take a stand for THE SON OF GOD, THE CHRIST OF GOD? Why should MEN not take up for Christ and His Cross and His Gospel, against a wicked world? Many a man says religion is for women; it is too light a matter for him,

Listen to me! Our country today is in jeopardy BECAUSE OF THAT ATTITUDE. Our boys are dying because MEN are not men enough to stand up for GOD and call this country back to the Lord! Not willing to take a stand against evil--‑gambling, sin, lawlessness, drunkenness, lust, vice! It is one thing to sing, in your civic club meeting, "My Country, 'tis of thee," but it is another to take a stand and fight against the things that are destroying your country. How can you sing, "Long may our land be bright, with freedom's holy light," and then go out and live an unholy life before God?

You may have your name on the church roll, Brother, but you will laugh at jokes about the church, and jests about ministers of Jesus Christ! You don't speak up in defense of the Gospel and the Word of God. You dishonor the Christ of God who DIED FOR YOU.

To the crowd you run with, "heaven" is a myth; "hell" is a joke or curse word. "Judgment ahead" is old‑fashioned, a doctrine of ignorant men. "Sin" is just an idea spawned by fear and superstition. The "future" life‑--well, maybe there is, and maybe there isn't. You are just that LUKEWARM! And Jesus Christ said, "I wish you were hot OR cold, and because you are just lukewarm, you are nauseating to Me." We read that in Revelation. "I can't stand you." You hear jokes about DIVINE things, and you laugh, along with the rest of the crowd. But divine truths are not laughing matters. Divine TRUTH is what God put in His Book, Divine TRUTH for which Christ shed His precious Blood. TRUTH for which prophets and apostles and righteous men gave their very lives rather than give it up. Yet YOU are not willing to say a word in defense of it.

I have in my hand a clipping about a hero in Iwo Jima. I take off my hat to him. His name was Smiley Johnson. This story challenges belief almost, in this hour when men are so careless about the Bible. Most people give you a certain look‑‑‑when you say that so and so "never smoked or drank." Yet that was Smiley Johnson. He married the only girl he had. Smiley was an orphan from Clarksville, Tennessee. He worked his way through the University of Georgia. He arrived in Green Bay, Wisconsin a broad‑shouldered, baby‑faced rookie football guard.  There were calluses on Smiley's hands, and a set on his face that told you that here was a fellow who knew work, hard work. It was a couple of days before they were to start practice for the all‑star game. Not many players had reported. But the All-American tackle from Nebraska was there, a gnarled veteran with a penchant for pluck. They fell in with Smiley. Otherwise, he would have been alone. But Smiley was not without considerable awe at having been invited to a major league training camp. It was not in him at any time to solicit comradeship before any indication of acceptance. One night when the fellows were about to retire, Smiley--‑who loved the Big Book‑--said hesitatingly to the big tackle, "You won't mind, will you, if I keep my light on a while? I always read my Bible before I go to sleep." That was the first introduction they had had to this clean‑living, Bible‑loving, humble Christian young man. Over yonder on Iwo Jima, he gave his life, one of the great heroes of America. He carried his Bible with him, and among those big football players, he lived for the Lord. He carried his Bible with him into the conflict in which he gave his life.  That's the Bible that some of you fellows are not willing to stand up for in your business, in your civic clubs, in your home, and everywhere else.

God said, "I sought for a man." God is looking today for men, red‑blooded, virile men, "who will stand up for Me and My Christ, for My Gospel, men who will carry My Message to the ends of the earth, in this day when a GOD‑LESS world is on its way to Hell." God is seeking for men!  When does God seek for men? When SIN ABOUNDS! And it is abounding today, friends.

One of the PREVALENT sins in America today is the loose living among husbands and wives--‑wives unfaithful to husbands, husbands unfaithful to wives. Recently a man who had had SIX brides made the headlines. DIVORCE abounds in modern America! Wives are learning to drink heavily, to curse, to gamble, to turn aside from purity and devotion, to neglect their homes, their children, their duties to their families, their God. SIN is abounding. God needs MEN to rise up and lead our nation back to God! Men that will take the lead in the HOME, live for God, strike out for God and holiness and purity and righteousness, upon which this free nation was founded. It is time for men to stand up for God.  

America and the world have almost LOST the sense of the stark reality of SIN, and the reality of GOD. They have plunged headlong into the pursuit of materialism and other false gods. The initiative, for the present at least, is on the part of the forces of evil. The church is on the defensive. The battle is being waged on a world‑scale. The opportunity of the church these past four hundred years has passed by! The church is now with its back to the wall in a battle against forces which would do away with Christianity if they could. And all because MEN have failed to take their stand for God. The full gravity of the world crisis is one of terrible possibilities. The freedom of the whole world is in the balances. MEN HAVE NOT STOOD UP FOR JESUS CHRIST! When men let their religion go on the decline, church is not popular. Sunday is just another day, a day of pleasure, of sin, no time for God, no Bible‑reading, no teaching the children the principles of righteousness before the Lord, no taking them to Sunday School and Church.

Much of our younger generation is growing up WITHOUT Sunday school, without church, without religious education.

In colleges today tests have been made on the knowledge of the Bible, and it is absolutely amazing at the LITTLE knowledge, the IGNORANCE, of the Word of God, that the college group today are manifesting. God is looking for MEN, red‑blooded Christians, who will stand up for Jesus Christ and everything He stands for.

Multitudes of people have NEVER HEARD about CHRIST. Did you know that it is alleged that there are more non‑Christians in the world today than there were ten or fifteen years ago.  In Asia, there are only 13 missionaries and 5,000 Christians to ONE MILLION people (among a billion) of China's 1,608 counties, more than 1,100 were unoccupied by Christians before the war with Japan. India has areas with 2 million, 3 million, and even 5 million, absolutely unreached. No Christians are resident in half the villages of Ceylon. Half of Manchuria still out of reach of the church's witness. In the Netherlands Indies, there are 30 mil​lion not being reached. In Africa, while there are 56 missionaries to the million, compared with 13 in Asia, and baptized Christians are proportionately 5 times more numerous, yet there are many areas inadequately occupied, and some not at all. In South America where doors are gradually being closed, the evangelical churches are not even as strong, relatively, as in India. A great mass of the world is without the testi​mony of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 2,000 years ago THE MASTER said, "Go--‑into ALL THE WORLD--‑and preach the Gospel to every creature." Why haven't we done it? Because we have been disobedient TO THE SON OF GOD! Oh, what a shame! We are not MEN!

God is hunting for men in this world who will die for Christ, who will LIVE for Christ, who will, give everything they have to the Lord Jesus Christ.

In time of national peril God looks for men. National peril comes BECAUSE OF SIN, because of TURNING AWAY FROM GOD. It is the testimony of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. When God's people sin, JUDGMENT STRIKES.

In our text for tonight, we read that the reason God was going to send judgment was that the prophets, the priests, the princes and leaders of the people had let God down! You hear God's Name on many lips today, but it is not an honor to Him! It isn't true, it isn't from the heart, it isn't through Christ, it isn't in repentance of sin--- it is RELIGION MIXED WITH SIN AND WORLDLINESS. Oh, the sins of the religious people today! That is a solemn warning to us. On the eve of God's sure judgment, it is time for men to stand up for the Lord Jesus Christ!

We are face to face with His judgments. Now what kind of man is God seeking? The man who is honest enough to face the facts, the need for CHRISTIAN MEN in the home, CHRISTIAN men in the church, in the community, in the nation. God wants men of conviction, men who will believe His Word, believe Christ, believe in the Holy Spirit, the creation of man by the Hand of God, the fall of man, redemption through the shed blood of Christ, the awfulness of sin, Heaven and Hell beyond! God is hunting for men with COURAGE to stand with Him!

God sought for a man‑--someone to fill the gap, and save the nation!  God is hunting today for men who fear God, believe in Christ, who live the clean life like a godly Abraham, or a holy Job, or a courageous Daniel, or a David who was a man after God's own heart, or a Paul who gave his very life's blood for Jesus Christ. God wants a man who will get into action for Him, and get things done for the Cause of Christ. America is a nation of activity, of getting things done. We ought to move for God! We ought to carry on the work of the Lord, looking after His business. Jesus said, "Occupy till I come," That means, "Carry on My business till I come." The man that God is seeking is the man who takes his stand for the church, refuses to listen to jokes about sacred things, attends services of the church, makes friends of believers in Christ, loves the Bible, takes time to read it and meditate on it, keeps its teachings in his mind, leads the family in worship, does the work of God, believes in revival and soul‑winning, helps to win souls to the Saviour, prays for the spiritual leaders who are God's men, helps the cause of evangelism in America and all over the world and knows that he can actually hasten the return of Jesus Christ by living for Him.

Friend, God is looking for a man! Will YOU be one? Will you give Him your heart and mind and know the glorious privilege of being used of God? Go to Him in full surrender and ask Him what He would have you do. Search His Word for guidance and instruction. Receive strength and faith in prayer to carry out His will. Let GOD have your life from this time forward! Will you do it? Will you do it?
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