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Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to the Book of Ephesians, chapter 1 and verse 11.

Yesterday we took up our study of THE PURPOSE OF GOD. We read in verse 9 about the purpose which He purposed in Himself, His good pleas​ure, and it is called, "The secret of His will." We found that God has a plan, a plan about His Son Christ Jesus. We found that this was a mys​tery, and "mystery" means a RE​VEALED secret, a secret that was hidden in times past but was revealed to us, that God's plan is to sum up all things in Christ, which means the destruction of everything OUT of Christ. Both things in heaven and things on earth, IN CHRIST, shall be UNIFIED, shall be brought together. That is God's ultimate purpose. It will be a Land of no tears, no sorrows, and no heartaches. 

There will be a gather​ing together of angels and all spirit​ual beings that are IN CHRIST. Things in heaven and things on earth will be gathered into the Holy City. God is going to destroy this present heaven and earth, and create a NEW heaven and new earth, and Jesus is PREPAR​ING NOW the Holy City to come down out of heaven. We are going to live with God and the angels and archangels and seraphim and cherubim and living creatures and all spiritual beings who love Christ. In Eternity we are going to live with God and the saints who have loved Christ down through the years, the thousands and millions who have trusted Jesus and were spiritual and lived for Him. We are going to live with them through the ages of eternity. That is what God's PLAN AND PURPOSE is, through the Gospel, IN CHRIST. That is God's plan FOR JESUS: He is going to reign and put all enemies under His feet.

Now we come to God's purpose FOR US. We read here in verse 10, "That in the dispensation of the fullness of times He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth, even in Him in Whom also we have ob​tained an inheritance, being pre​destinated according to the purpose of Him Who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will, that we should be to the praise of His glory who first trusted in Christ." It's a wonderful statement! I'd better go on and read verses 13 and 14. "In Whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the Word of Truth, the Gospel of your salvation, in Whom also after that ye believed ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of Promise which is the earnest of our inheritance unto the redemp​tion of the purchased possession, unto the praise of God's glory."

Now notice here in verse 11, we read that God predestinated us accord​ing to the purpose of Him Who work​eth all things after the counsel of His will. He has talked about Jesus in verse 10. In verse 11 he says, "In Whom also We. . ." WE! So, God's purpose concerning Christ is that Christ will rule and reign and be in authority until He puts every enemy beneath His feet, of things and men, and gathers together ALL in Christ, into the Holy City; that is God's pur​pose and plan. Now, God's purpose FOR BELIEVERS (verse 11) is here: "In Whom also WE have obtained an inheritance .. ." In whom also WE! So WE will be included in this summa​tion, in the dispensation of the fullness of times, which has to do with the time when Jesus comes again. It is called "the fullness of times" and it is called "a dispensation.” It is a period of time in God's plan when Jesus will come again and gather together all spiritual people and things UNTO HIMSELF, in one great unified group. And all that is OUT of Christ shall perish. That is God's plan.

"In Whom also We . . ." Now here is God's purpose for BELIEVERS. WE shall be included in this summation IN CHRIST! God's long range plan, then includes BELIEVERS - every individ​ual believer! It doesn't make any dif​ference how weak we are, or how insig​nificant we think we are. We are NOT insignificant in Christ. In ourselves we would be. So, God's purpose involves every believer. "In Whom also WE." Paul speaks of himself, and he speaks of the Christians at Ephesus, and of course of the Christians down through the years.

"In Whom also we have obtained an inheritance." The Revised Version says, "In Whom we WERE MADE a heri​tage." Heritage comes from the thought of "heir" and it has a family relation​ship of a child to a father. We, then, are in the FAMILY of GOD! We are God's SONS. God is our FATHER. And like all good fathers He looks after His family, His children, and their future! God has made us a heritage. He has an inheritance for us. The minute you ac​cept Jesus as your Saviour, you come into the family of God. You are born of God. God becomes your Father, and everything that belongs to God belongs to you. And we are HEIRS of all that God has.

Now Paul makes that point-blank statement in Romans. "We are heirs of God, and JOINT-heirs, fellow-heirs, heirs jointly, with JESUS CHRIST." Everything God has, JESUS has! Every​thing Jesus has, we share jointly with Him by believing on Him as our Sav​iour. We are HEIRS of all God has and does, and we shall have part in all God's possessions. My friends, no wonder we are immensely RICH.

D. L. Moody realized this. He was a devout Bible student. One time he was asked how rich he was, and he said, "I cannot compute my riches, my wealth. I do not KNOW how wealthy I am!"

If I own everything God has, then that includes His whole creation. Who can compute it? Nobody can. As brainy as an IBM machine from Remington Rand is, that can't compute it! There is no machine that can compute it. No​body can compute it but God. Nobody knows but people in heaven. We will know, someday, how rich we are. That is why Paul in this very epistle speaks of God being "rich in mercy." Then again he speaks of the "riches in Christ Jesus," which we possess. How WEAL​THY we become when we accept Christ as our Saviour! Because everything that God has is Christ's and Christ is OURS; we are joint-heirs with Him. We cannot enter into it now, just as a son does not enter into his inheritance until he becomes of age. But when we meet God, or when Jesus comes, we shall be​come heirs of all that God has. So we learn WE are included in God's long range plan. There is to be a summation of all things in Christ. God has a plan for our future, and that plan involves our heritage, our inheritance. God is going to give us everything that He has and enjoys, and that Christ has and en​joys. It will fall to every one of us who believes, and that includes the most humble believer in the world.

Thirdly, God planned this HAVING US IN MIND from past Eternity! We read, "Being predestinated according to the purpose of Him Who worketh all things after the counsel of His will." We were predestinated to this inheri​tance. God SAW it from the councils of Eternity. God saw us. He saw us in our sins. He made a plan for Jesus to die on the Cross and save us, and for us to HEAR the Gospel through the Word delivered by faithful preachers and the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. He saw those of us who would believe. He knew all things from the Beginning, and He made us His heirs, and we have AN INHERITANCE. God PLANNED all this! He planned for us a happy eterni​ty, to possess everything He enjoys, and we are PREDESTINATED to this.

My beloved friends, I do not under​stand all that is involved in that state​ment. I have been a Christian for 29 years. I know what the Greek words mean. I have run through every one of these expressions. I do not understand the details. But this I KNOW, as clear as the sun: God had every one of us who BELIEVE, in mind, from the coun​cils of Eternity! He had us in mind. And He planned that WE should share His eternal possessions and glory throughout the ages of eternity. He plan​ned for us to come and live with Him and spend a happy eternity with Him. That is God's INVITATION to us! That is God's plan FOR BELIEVERS.

Now the next thing is that IT CAN​NOT FAIL. This plan of God CANNOT FAIL. It is SURE AND CERTAIN, be​cause GOD worketh, IS WORKING, all things that happen to us AFTER THE COUNSEL OF HIS WILL. Now "His will' means what He PLANNED, what He counseled with Himself TO DO from past Eternity. He is WORKING IT OUT in time, and TOWARD the future Eter​nity. And everything that comes in the way of a child of God, one who is truly born again, is "working together for good.” God will not let anything work AGAINST that. God's plan is to bring us to live with Him and His Son and share with Him and His Son ALL HIS GLORY and POSSESSIONS and SPLENDOR and RICHES and HAPPI​NESS---through the ages of ETERN​ITY!

That is God's PLAN, and there is absolutely NOTHING that can hinder us coming to that if we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. War, atomic bombs, hydrogen bombs, sickness, death, pov​erty, ill health, lack of talent, seeming failure in life - we need not fear any of these things. If we are trusting Jesus Christ as our SAVIOUR and LORD and turn ourselves over to Him, GOD AND CHRIST are working in us the willing and the doing of His good pleasure. And you remember Philippians 1: "He that bath BEGUN a good work in you, shall perform it, complete it, unto the day of Jesus Christ."

The Day of Christ is a synonym for "the dispensation of the fullness of time." It means the day when Jesus comes to take over, and to sum up everything that is spiritual in heaven and earth and bring it together, and to DESTROY everything that is OUT of Him, unspiritual and unworthy and un​holy.

NOTHING, then, can STOP GOD from doing His purpose and plan and accomplishing it in our lives and in the entire world. God's plan for NOW is that THE GOSPEL BE PREACHED and offered to every human being, to believe on Christ, and GET INTO CHRIST, and be SAVED and live their lives for Christ and spiritual things. Those who REFUSE (having the chance) shall be utterly destroyed. Those who yield to Christ and serve Christ and are in Christ are going to be brought together in unity, and we shall be brought into God's Presence, and we will spend eternity, being HEIRS OF GOD, having a heritage rich beyond words! We are going to go and live with Christ and possess what He possesses, and enjoy what He enjoys, share what He shares. We'll share with God and Christ throughout the ages of Eternity!

WHAT A TREMENDOUS THING IS THE GRACE OF GOD, THAT HE WOULD DO THAT! GOD doesn't have to have fellowship with sinful men; yet He stoops down to SAVE us and to bring us to that. Why? "That WE should be to the praise of His Glory." That is the one thing GOD gets out of it: GLORY! Oh, how we ought to GLORIFY Him! How we ought to do it TODAY, and everyday of our lives, by living a holy, spiritual life; by worshipping Him; by thankfulness to Him; by engaging in His service; by helping to further His work and carry on His work; by looking to the time when we shall be WITH Him! How we ought to glorify God here. And in Eter​nity we will glorify God throughout the AGES of Eternity, as His REDEEMED. To glorify Him will be His Happiness, His Joy. He will look at us and say, "I saved Jess Hendley from hell and sin, from the devil and judgment and etern​al death. I raised him up. I took care of him in life and death. I brought him to live with Me and share My joy and My possessions throughout Eternity." Oh, what a fool I'd be to turn that down or to wreck it in any way.

My friend, turn to Jesus today if you are not sure you are saved. Accept Christ as your SAVIOUR. Then pick up these wonderful truths and dare to LIVE FOR GOD in the face of a godless world that is going down to ruin. When it beckons its finger of sin and unbelief, remember it is going to DESTRUC​TION, and only those things IN CHRIST, the life lived IN CHRIST, will abide through the ages of Eternity and share God's glory.
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