GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION – The Plan
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Romans 5:1

Friends, we want you to see the tremendous Plan as God makes it in His Word. Turn with me now to Romans, 5:1 as we take up this study of GOD'S PLAN OF SALVATION. It is THE plan. What other plans amounts to anything? God's Plan is the ONE whereby we sinners may be saved and go to Heaven and live with Him for eternity!

We have been in evangelistic meetings all over the country, and more and more we see that CHURCH MEMBERS have no assurance of their salvation. I have found people who for years have had some sort of "hope" and yet do not know what it means to be SAVED. I have seen people weep their hearts out when they found out God's Plan of Salvation, saying they had never KNOWN how to be saved until we explained the Plan, tears of regret for wasted years and tears of joy in finding the assurance of salvation. A young high school boy was literally in terror, moaning and crying. Friends couldn't do anything with him. I slipped over to him and gave him the Plan of Salvation. And he said, "Why, even a fool can understand that." And he went away rejoicing in the Lord.

We can't be happy if we don't know we are saved. We can't be useful and rejoicing. We can't be what we ought to be for the Lord until we see this Plan and see it clearly. How plain we want it to be!

Let us turn to Romans 5:1. Have a pencil and paper there to jot clown these Scriptures and memorize them. "Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ." Notice, we have PEACE with God. It's a wonderful thing to be able to say that. It was a sinner who said that, you know --‑Paul, the Apostle. He said he was the "chief of sinners," and he said, "I have PEACE with God."

Now Paul couldn't have been talking about "feeling." He was talking about his STANDING in the presence of God. It is the state in which God's smile is upon us. It is the state in which God has nothing against us. We have peace with God.

The only way we can have peace with God is THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY. Leave Him out, and we have no peace with God. It has got to be through HIM. Paul is referring here to the Cross of our blessed Lord.

Now the one thing that troubles people more than anything else is that they have never seen that the SIN question was FOREVER SETTLED on Calvary's Cross. They just haven't seen it. So, will you just mark there in your Bible, in the margin of Romans 5:1, a “cross”---a straight line down and then one across?  That figure represents the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now on one side write, 9:00 A. M. (that is when He was nailed to the Cross) and then beneath that, write 3:00 P. M. Subtract, and you have SIX HOURS. Our Lord Jesus Christ came down to that Cross to DEAL WITH YOUR SINS. Nobody else's but yours! He would have died FOR YOU if there hadn't been anyone else in all the world but you. He went to the Cross, and on the Cross in those six hours; He bore ALL YOUR SINS. In His foreknowledge, He knew about all your sins, from the time of your birth till the time of your death, AND HE TOOK YOUR SINS TO THE CROSS and PAID FOR THEM IN FULL. Never again will they have to be paid for. You will not have to pay. Now draw a circle around the Cross. Within that circle are all your sins! So, you see, the sin question is not something that YOU can deal with, to God's satisfaction; it is something that has already been dealt with on the Cross. Jesus Himself dealt with them.

"But," you may say, "Brother Hendley, my PAST sins have been troubling me." You put your faith in Jesus and they won't trouble you anymore!

"But what do you mean by FAITH?"  The best way I can explain FAITH is to say that faith is just going to the Lord and saying, "Now Lord Jesus, I cannot save myself and take myself to Heaven, and I know of no one on earth who can save me. I am handing myself over to You, into Your care and keeping, fully convinced that You will take care of me and bring me to Heaven." That's faith. And that is what you are to do. Turn yourself over to Him and say, "Lord, I am depending on You." DEPENDING ON HIM is what it is. You may translate John 3:16, "Whosoever DEPENDETH ON HIM hath ever lasting life."

"

Well," you say, "that is easy. You don't have to see a vision." Well, God never did say you had to “see a vision” to be saved.  You don’t have to have an experience" to be saved. You don t have to "feel a tremendous emotion" or "hear a voice" or anything else. FAITH is none of these. Some people may see a vision, others may not. But EVERY ONE CAN HAVE FAITH. Every man, woman, boy, and girl can take themselves to Jesus and say, "Lord, I am turning myself over to You." That is what faith is. And when you do that, when you turn yourself over to Jesus to save you, you are saved. That's what God's Word says. "Having been justified by faith, we have peace with God." WHO has peace with God? Every person, who, with a definite act of faith, has said, "Lord, I am turning myself over to You." That person has peace with God. There is nothing between them and God. There is nothing to disturb.

"But what about the sin question? What about my past sins?" Well, Jesus took your past sins to the Cross. "Well, what about my present sins? I am conscious I am not perfect." Friends, if only perfect people were going to Heaven, there wouldn't be anyone there! No one but Jesus. The Apostle Paul said, "I am the chief of sinners." "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief." Paul didn't say, "Of whom I WAS chief." Paul said, "Of whom I AM chief." And that was after those three marvelous missionary journeys. Yet he says‑--this marvelous CHRISTIAN‑--"I AM THE CHIEF OF SINNERS."

Friends, there's one thing about it. When people talk about "being perfect," they are not very close to God. The people who are closest to God are the people who recognize that in themselves, they are SINNERS and that God is saving only sinners! God is not saving people who think they are perfect. And none of us will be PERFECT till we see Him as He is. That is what God's Word says. The proof of that is that Jesus said to the apostles, "When you pray, say, forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us." Why, even AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST had to say, when he prayed, "Lord, forgive me of my TRESPASSES." So if the Lord was going to save only "perfect" people, then even an apostle couldn't be saved, for he had to confess he was a sinner!

You see, friends, as long as you and I have any question about SIN being settled with God, we cannot have peace! If I have to believe that God will ever again bring up my sins, the sins of my entire life that I live in this world, I cannot face death with PEACE! I can't face eternity with peace. I can’t face God with peace.

But God tells me that my sin‑question was SETTLED on the Cross, in six hours, two thousand years ago, and that it will never be brought up against me! Not one, single little sin! That is why we have peace. For that is what actually happened on the Cross. It is what God gives me, just by faith! Faith isn't feeling, and faith isn't an experience. FAITH IS AN ATTITUDE OF COMPLETE DEPENDENCE UPON JESUS. It is saying, "Lord, here am I. Nothing on earth can save me from the Hell I deserve but You. I am turning myself over to You in full confidence that what You said in Your Word is true: that in those six hours on Calvary, You bled and died.  You died my death and MY sins came under the justice of God on that Cross." You cannot die twice. You don't pay twice for the same crime.

If you had murdered someone, and I were to step up and say, "I'll take your place," and went to the chair and took your place (if that could legally be done), then they couldn't kill you, because MY death satisfied the demand for YOUR death. Two deaths couldn't be decreed. My death paid for you, and you would go free. So it is with God. What is not legally true among men, is LEGALLY TRUE WITH GOD.

The wages of sin is death. For every one of us! But, when you accept Jesus, He takes your place--‑He has already taken your place--‑and you go FREE, and it can never be brought up against you! You CAN'T die, now that in the eyes of God, Jesus has died FOR you! In JESUS, YOUR SINS HAVE BEEN SETTLED. As far as heaven and eternal life is concerned, your sins are GONE.

Now friend, I want to say this to you. You can MEMORIZE THE WHOLE BIBLE, but until you GET THIS FIXED IN YOUR HEART AND MIND, YOU WILL NEVER HAVE PEACE. TILL YOU KNOW that the road is clear, right on through from the moment you first believed in Jesus to the Throne of God in Heaven, nothing in the way, nothing charged against you--‑till you see that, you can't have peace. Till you see that JESUS took care of it all, you can't have peace. But, oh, when you do see it--‑hallelujah! Hallelujah! Oh, to know that He settled it all on the Cross! When we turn ourselves over to Him, in simple dependence, with the attitude of depending on Him, we have peace with God. That means you can die anytime and go straight through the Gate, and down the streets of gold, and into the Throne Room and look into the Face of Almighty God, uncondemned, as though you HAD NEVER SINNED. SO COMPLETELY DID JESUS SETTLE YOUR ACCOUNT ON THE CROSS. Praise God for His wonderful statement!

Memorize that passage in Romans 5:1. Don't forget it. Say it over and over again. "Being justified by faith, (here don't say the plural; make it singular) I have peace with God, through my Lord Jesus Christ!" That is yours! It's your promise. It's God's statement to YOU. He settled it for you on the Cross. He paid it for you. He settled it forever. He cleared the road. We are riding the "Pullman train to heaven on someone else's fare." Isn't Jesus wonderful?

The way to have peace, when the devil troubles you and doubts come into your mind, is to go right back to that CROSS, day-by-day. Go back to the Cross, day after day, in your prayer room, in your thinking, when you are thinking about your own salvation. Remember that there it was settled, for you.

A young man who had backslidden called me over the telephone and asked, "Preacher, am I lost? I have believed on Jesus. But I have slipped. Am I lost?" I said, "Have you confessed your sin to God?" And he said, "Yes." I said. "Well, First John 1:9 says that if we CONFESS our sins, as Christians, God is faithful and just to FORGIVE US. Why? Because CHRIST HAS ALREADY PAID for that sin on the Cross. If you have confessed it, WALK RIGHT ON WITH THE LORD. He forgave you."

Oh, friends, listen to me today. You can have peace! Go to the Lord Jesus Christ. Through Him we have peace with God! Will you do it?
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