GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION
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Romans 3:8

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Romans 3:8. We are studying the great Epistle to the Ro​mans. It is the most massive book ever written on salvation in which God gives His mind, through the apostle Paul, on exactly how to be saved. So make up your mind to learn the contents of the book of Romans. It will tell you how to be saved. God's plan of salvation, not man's; not mine, but His. We can't go in by man's or ours, personally, but by God's salvation. Be determined to master this book. Stay with it till you understand God's terrific plan of salva​tion. It is wonderful to know.

"Saved by Faith"

Paul says in verse 8, "And not rath​er, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? Whose damnation is just." The apos​tle Paul went out preaching that you are not saved by what you do, but by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. So the people who thought you were saved by what you were doing, or how you performed, said, "Paul is saying by his preaching that we can just do evil and out of evil comes good." But, of course, that is contrary to the Gospel. Paul said the people who said that, their condemna​tion is deserved. God is going to judge them for saying, "Let us do evil, that good may come." We are not saved by doing at all. We are saved by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.

A lady came to me and talked about being in some difficulty in the loss of two friends. As we talked, I could tell she was talking about a grandmother who was, evidently, a very godly woman who loved the Lord. I talked to her about salvation first, because that's the first problem. When we get that one solved, the other ones will be solved in the right manner. But if we solve all our other problems and don't get the prob​lem of salvation solved, we will be lost forever. So, as she talked about her grandmother and how wonderful she was, she said, "I want to be good like my grandmother. I have to work at this. I need to do more good works." She also brought in her feelings, how she didn't feel this or that.

I picked up on that and understood, because I had been in that position---a lost church member, preacher's son,

reader of the Bible, doing all of the religious activity possible. Then I found out that I did not have Christ when my mother died. It is very interesting how often death opens our eyes to our need, personally, of the Lord Jesus Christ. So it was with this lady. I told her how I found Christ on that front porch that morning. I realized I had religion, but not Jesus. Salvation is a person, not doing or not doing, but believing in a person, the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the teaching of the New Testament. After I explained it to her, she went home.

When I called her the next day, she said, "I have been thinking about what you said. When you said it is not by what you do that you are saved, an immense burden rolled off my heart." It sure will, friends. When you see that God is not interested in what you do or don't do, as such, for salvation, but whether or not you believe on His Son, you will be relieved in your heart. That is exactly what happened to this lady. She was immediately relieved in her heart when she found out she couldn't be saved by doing. Nobody can do enough to be saved. Then she said, "That became clear to me today as I was thinking about it. Then I read my grandmother's Bible and she said ex​actly the same things you say, that it is not by our doing, but by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ." Then she repeat​ed, "What a relief it is to know I don't have to measure up to some rules to be saved. I just simply have to receive Jesus and believe on Him as my Sav​ior." That is what salvation is all about. "None Righteous"

In the next few sentences in Romans chapter 3, the apostle Paul presents to us the lost condition of every human being that comes into this world that is born in Adam. Then he unfolds the plan of salvation, which is not doing, but simply by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul says in verse 9, "What then? Are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin." That is the human race. Accord​ing to this passage in the Bible, the human race is divided between Jews and Gentiles. God has a program for the Jews. God has a program for the Gentiles. When it comes to salvation, God has a different program. It is the Church. When a Jew believes on Jesus, he comes into the Church. When a Gentile believes on Jesus, he comes into the Church. Today, God says Jews and Gentiles, alike, are sinners and will be lost if they don't receive the Lord Jesus Christ. So that is why he uses the term "Jews and Gentiles."

The Jews were the covenanted peo​ple of Israel, but they are not saved by being covenanted to God. They must individually believe on the Lord. The Gentiles did not have the Law, but they had the law of conscience. They knew when they did wrong and that they should receive the Gospel. Now we have the Gospel for the Jew and the Gentile. The Gospel is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, trusting Him who died for our sins. It is believing God's Word, that instead of condemning us for our sins; He laid all our sins over on Christ on that cross. Christ paid for them, was judged in our place, and when we re​ceive Him, there is no condemnation to those who trust the Lord Jesus Christ. When Paul says, "We have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin, " he means under the condemnation of sin, because all of us are sinners. There isn't one perfect person on God's earth. Ro​mans 3:23, "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. " So, we need a Savior from sin. That is the important thing in our lives.

What about your sin? God is a holy God. He hates sin. He hates wrong. In heaven, nobody thinks wrong, speaks wrong, or does wrong. When we think wrong, speak wrong, and do wrong, it is contrary to the nature of God, but God doesn't condemn us if we trust Jesus as our Savior. Christ paid for our judgment. He was judged in our place; therefore we will never come into judg​ment when we trust Christ as our Sav​ior.

Paul lays out the fact that every hu​man being---red and yellow, black and white, high and low, male and female--- is under the condemnation of his own sin. No human being can say, "I have lived perfectly from the day I was born till this day. I have never thought wrong, or spoken wrong, or done wrong." That means sin. All are under the con​demnation of sin. Paul stacks it up from the Scriptures. He picks out several verses from the Old Testament to prove that what he says is biblical, God spoke it in the Bible.

Verse 10, "As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one." A man says, "I don't need Christ. I'm a pretty good person. I don't need to repent." But God says he is a sinner and he will be lost if he doesn't receive Christ.

The Bible is the Word of God. When we meet God, it is going to be the Bible way, not what we think. So many people think they can think for them​selves and say, "I know how to be saved. I don't need the Bible." But we better come the Bible way. That is what we are getting in the book of Romans. "As it is written, " in the Old Testa​ment in Psalm 14:3, "There is none that doeth good, no, not one." They estimate by computers that 78 billion people have walked on this earth. There are 5 billion people on this earth today. God says every one of us is under the condemnation of sin. There is none right enough for heaven. To emphasize it, He says, "No, not even one!" God looks on the 5 billion people of his earth and says, "Not a one of them is right enough to go to heaven without My Son." Not a single person can go.

Verse 11, "There is none that understandeth... " That means no one understands about God. People under​stand about the things of earth. They study and go to school. They learn about physics, chemistry, astronomy, and business, but not about God. He is talking about understanding the way to heaven. What difference does it make if a man owns all the world and has 50 degrees, if he dies and goes to hell? "...there is none that seeketh after God. " A child born into this world does not seek after God. Many people do not seek after God until they are forced to by some tragedy. A death will make us really seek after God. The death of a grandmother and a friend made this young lady think for the first time in her life. The death of my mother made me think. Found out I was a lost church member trying to be saved by my good works. I was a moral person. I didn't party or drink. I thought if you didn't do that, you would go to heaven. I found out my evil thoughts and wrong attitudes would send me to hell. God is a holy God. No human being seeks after God until he is shaken up and sees his lost condition.

Just preaching nice things to people today is not going to save them. The conviction of sin is missing in our meet​ings. Back in our great meetings, when the conviction of the Spirit was upon us, and the Word of God went out, people saw their sins and they would come and kneel at an altar and repent of their sins and receive Jesus and go away with joy in their hearts.

Verse 12, "They are all gone out of the way... " That means you. That means me. That means everybody out of Christ is out of God's way. There are two ways. One is to heaven. It is called "the straight and narrow." The other, the way to hell, is called "the broad road." Most people, Jesus said, are traveling "the broad road" to hell. Few are traveling "the straight and narrow way" that leads to life. "The way" means "the right way, the right road, the life that is right with God." There is not a single human being who, in himself, apart from Jesus Christ, is walking in God's way that pleases God and that will bring him to heaven. "... they are together become unprofitable. " They are no good to God.

Friends, our lives ought to be profit​able to God. God is counting on our lives being lived down here for Him. How can we live and take in God's energy, God's oxygen, and the life God gives us and ignore God? How many people give more thought to their spouse or their business or pleasure than they do to God? That is tragic, isn't it?

Then God says, "There is none that doeth good, no, not one. " That is God's statement about you and me and every human being in the human race. God tells us, as He looks around at every human being, that there isn't a single one of us who is any profit to Him. They are living for themselves and for​getting all about God.

God says in this passage He has every human being in the entire world condemned before He can unveil the plan of salvation. You cannot know you are saved, friend, until you know you are lost. Unless you see yourself as a lost, condemned sinner, and you see that it is impossible for you to live up to God's standard, much less your own, then you will not come to Christ as the only way of salvation. You are depend​ing upon yourself and your doing in order that you might be saved. You can't do enough or do the right things to be saved. Throughout Romans 3:9-12, God couldn't be more emphatic to show that every human being, in the eyes of God Almighty, is a sinner, falling short, failing to live the life God planned for him to live, missing the mark, and he has to meet God with that.

God has a plan for every life. If you receive Christ and let the Spirit of God lead you, you will find the will of God for your life. He will guide your life in the way God planned for you.

Are you any profit to God? Is God looking down on your life and saying that He is glad He made you, that you are valuable to Him, that you are living for Him Who gave you life and every​thing you have? Do you ignore Him instead of living for Him? Do you live for yourself and others instead of God? Are you unprofitable?

"Deceivers"

Then He says in verse 13, "Their throat is an open sepulchre (grave); with their tongues they have used deceit... " They deceive one another in business and at home. Husbands de​ceive wives, wives deceive husbands, parents and children deceive one an​other, business associates deceive one another. Deceive---trick each other. "...the poison of asps (snakes) is un​der their lips." The language that they speak is poisonous. It hurts. It de​stroys. They speak words that poison themselves and everybody round about them. Those are solemn words, friends. That is why Jesus said, "Let your speech be yes, yes, and no, no," and anything beyond that is evil.

"Cursers of God"

Verse 14, "whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness. " A man curs​es God for giving him life, or he curses him for his suffering or his business reverses. God is sending them to try to get him right with God so his soul can be saved, but he doesn't see that and he blames God for all his suffering. 

"Murderers"

Verse 15, "Their feet are swift to shed blood." There are murderers out there who will kill you without any qualm whatsoever. You can hire an assassin for one hundred dollars. God knows them all. There won't be any of that crowd in heaven. They are going to burn. But so are all of us who do not have Christ, because sin is sin with God. There are big sins and little sins, but God hates all sin.

"Destruction and Misery" 

Verse 16, "Destruction and mis​ery are in their ways.” Everywhere they walk, they leave trouble, misery; and despair behind them.

How many a husband makes his house a hellhole because of drink or unfaithfulness or breaking up his marriage? He hurts his children and his wife.

Many wives hurt their husbands when they go out and are unfaithful to the family relationship and the children. Little children are left without parents that God planned for them to have. They don't even consider that.

If you walk in God's way, there is no destruction and no misery. People have AIDS today because they walked in their own way and not the way of God. There is no sin or hurt or misery in God's way. There is nothing but peace and joy.

Up in heaven today, everybody walks in God's way. They live, think, speak, and act pleasing to God. There is no destruction and no misery. That is why heaven is a place of wonderful peace and joy. But down here, human beings walk their own selfish way and the result is they leave destruction and misery everywhere they go.

"The Way of Peace"

Verse 17, "And the way of peace have they not known. " There is a "way of peace. " It is God's way. If you live pleasing to God, you will have peace. If you live your own way, you won't have any peace and the people round about you won't have any peace. That is the value of knowing God and walking in God's way. God made it that way. God didn't tell us the Bible and how to live because He hated us, but because we hurt ourselves if we do not walk that way. He knows that.

The reason people go out and do things that bring misery upon them​selves, and their families, and friends, is because they do not know any better. They think they have to live for them​selves and fight for themselves and make their own way. They do not know there is a way of God that is the "way of peace. "

"Fear of God"

Verse 18, "There is no fear of God before their eyes.”  "Fear of God" means, "reverence for God." They have no reverence for God. A man who has the fear of the Lord puts God in all his thoughts (in the home, on the job, at school, anywhere and everywhere). "Fear of God" does not mean that you are scared to death of God because He has a baseball bat hanging over your head. It means you recognize that God is God and He made this universe with laws and He made us with laws.

If men feared God, they would pick up the Bible and find out how to live and then they would walk with God in the way of peace and would go to heaven where there is peace and joy forever. A person who leaves the Bible out of his life cannot know God's way and the way of peace. What God says do, do it. What He says don't do, turn away from it. It is the Bible. You cannot leave the Bible out of your life. It is God's way. God doesn't have any other plan. If you don't walk the Bible way, you are walking in your own plan and you won't make it.

"Guilty Before God"

He sums up the condition of every human being, outside of Jesus, outside God's plan of salvation, in verse 19, "Now we know that what things soever the law (the Word and law of God) saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. " That means every human being will be stopped talking about how good he is, how right he is, how religious he is. Those are things that will send a soul to hell. The Word of God stops every mouth. Till you stop thinking about how good you are or that you can be saved by your performance, you will never be saved. Stop trying to figure out your own way and doing your own thing to get to heaven. The apostle Paul, before going into the plan of salvation, reveals every human being out of Christ, "guilty be​fore God."

Friends, you and I are going to meet God. There is a God. Look out the window. See the trees, the flowers, the clouds and the stars, and tell me there is no God! And tell me you are not going to meet Him! You are going to meet Him. I am going to meet Him. We will meet Him either guilty or not guilty. If we come our way, we will be guilty, because everybody does bad enough to be shut out of heaven and go to hell. That is what this verse says, "and all the world may become guilty before God."

Do you mean that honest, chaste woman, who does not live in the lust of the flesh, is "guilty before God"? Yes, because our evil thoughts con​demn us.

I lived a moral life. I didn't do those other things that a lot of people do in the flesh, but I looked at my own thoughts and they weren't of God. I did not put God in all my thoughts. God says an unsaved, wicked man is a man who does not put God in all his thoughts. He doesn't fear God. He doesn't put God first in his life and seek to please Him. He is a wicked man and so is every one of us without Christ. We are all "guilty before God. " "Guilty" means "wor​thy of death, worthy of hell." If we die without finding God's way of salvation, all of us will go to hell. Most of the people in this world, I dare say, are going there.

"The Law"

After we see the tremendous condi​tion we are all in, without Christ, con​demned, without God, without hope, then he comes in and shows us the plan of salvation, in detail. If you never master anything else, master the third chapter of Romans, and you will know God's plan of salvation. No human being naturally, by himself, can go to heaven. He cannot please God as he is. He is walking in his own way and not God's way and he is lost. God, through the apostle Paul, sums it all up in verse 20, revealing to each of us our own condition, "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justi​fied (be right) in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin." By doing the law, no human being can be declared right by God in His sight.

My son has a dear friend in the business world. This man just insists that you can be saved by keeping the Ten Commandments, by what you do. He is thoroughly convinced of that. This man reads the Bible, but he is as blind as blind can be. If he can be saved by keeping the Ten Commandments, then Jesus Christ should never have come into this world and died on a cross, and He died in vain. It is ridiculous to think we can be saved by doing certain things. The people of Israel weren't saved by keeping the law. They were con​demned. That is why God sent Christ, in order that all of us might be saved.

Friends, when you and I come to die, we are going to look at God. We are going to face Him and He is going to go over our lives. We are not going to be right with God on that day if we simply are trusting what we did, that we did more good than bad, or that we went to church, or we were religious, or we gave to help build a church. Whatever you do, it is not going to save you. Because doing does not save us, God, in love, prepared a way of salvation for us through His Son.

Why did God give the command​ments in the Old Testament? He never gave them to the Gentiles. He gave them to the Jews. It is an error for Gentiles today to even think about being under law. We are not under law at all. It was only given to the Jewish people. But God didn't give it to the Jews to save them. He says very plainly that by the deeds of the law nobody can be right in God's sight.

How many of our Jewish friends think they are keeping the law of God and will let them into heaven because they are keeping the law? God says very plainly here, as He does in the Old Testament Scriptures also, that the ob​ject of giving the law was to show us what sin is. "For by the law is the knowledge of sin. " You wouldn't know sin if God didn't say, "Don't do this or don't do that." A child would not know sin. A little baby coming into this world has to be taught the difference between right and wrong. That is law. We cannot keep the law. We break it and we are condemned. God's Word says of all the commandments, if you break one of them, you are guilty of breaking all the rest. The law is a complete unit. It is not individualistic. There are individual laws, but when you break one, you break all of them, in the eyes of God.

"God's Way"

After showing that all or us are con​demned and that we cannot be saved by anything we do, then God, through Paul, reveals His great way of salvation. My friends please get this in your mind. Verses 21-22, "But now (since the cross of Jesus, that superseded the law) the righteousness of God (how to be right with God) without the law (apart from doing things) is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the proph​ets. Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference." I cannot be righteous, then, by keeping the law, by doing good works. By the law, nobody can be right in the eyes of God. God, knowing that not a single human being could do it, made a way of salva​tion so every human being can be saved without doing anything about it. That person is right with God who comes by FAITH in Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is being left out today. I tell audiences today that people are not saved by anything but through Jesus, and they look at me in astonishment.

If you don't have Jesus, you are lost, even if you do everything else under the sun. If you give all your money and your body to be burned, build churches, are religious to the core, and do the best you know how to do, you won't be saved, because salvation, that God has de​clared since the cross of Jesus to every human being, is to put your trust in Christ. What does He mean by that? He means that Jesus Christ went to the cross and paid for our sins with His blood. The cross is central. It is Jesus dying on the cross, paying for my sins with his blood, that will take me to heaven, and not by anything I do. If it is all by Jesus, then all I can do will never save me. All the works and all the praying can never save me. I am saved by faith in Jesus Christ. This is a key verse, friends. Get it in your mind, till it is in your soul, please, that you are saved by Jesus Christ.

God says to be saved, you are not to do something, you are to believe on a Person, the Lord Jesus, and receive Him into your mind, heart, and soul. Have you ever believed that Jesus died for you on that cross? Have you ever believed that God laid your sins over on Him and He shed His blood to pay for all the evil thoughts, words, and deeds of your life? In the eyes of God, it was paid for at the cross. It was finished by Jesus, and now God cannot require of any human being who trusts Jesus to do anything to be saved. We are saved by believing. Believing is trusting, trusting in God's Word, that on a cross, in six hours, He laid every sin of every human being over on Jesus. He is the Lamb that takes away a world's sins. Jesus took the sin of every person upon Him​self on the cross, so that person can be saved. This is God's way of salvation, not our way.

You'd better throw your way and the way of religion away. I am sorry. This is not clear to many people in our church​es. I am saying to my audiences today, as clearly as I can make it, "Receive Jesus Christ. Believe He died for your sins on the cross. Throw away every hope you have and anything you have done or can do or ever will do, and trust nothing but God's Word, that on the cross He gave up Jesus to pay for your sins and Jesus did it and removed all condemnation. God destroyed your sins on that cross. All the sins of the race were destroyed at the cross, but it is not good to any one of us until we receive Jesus as our Savior." My friends, I don't know how to make it any plainer than that.

You say, "I am right in what I do. I am right in my own righteousness." That won't cut it. It is the righteousness of God, the righteousness God accepts. The man God declares right is the per​son who puts his trust in Jesus Christ paying for his sins on an old rugged cross. That person is saved, cannot go to hell, and will go to heaven. Anybody else will not.

It is as plain as it can be.
"The righteousness of God which is by faith in Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe." You have the word “faith” and the word "believe" in this verse. They are both the same root word. It means, "to trust." So quit trusting yourself or the keeping of commandments or laws or doing of any sort, and look at Jesus on a cross, dying for your sins. Believe God's Word that He loves you, but hates your sin, and instead of punishing you for your sins and sending you to hell, He punished His Son in your place. "It pleased the LORD to bruise (crush) him. " He did that for you. That means God loves you as much as He loves Jesus. He is offering this to every human being in the world.

All the religions that don't have Jesus in them are lost. They are damning souls. They can never save anybody.

Now, consider this, personally. If you have never in your life seen that you cannot be saved by anything you have done or ever will do, or by anything anybody else can do for you, even an angel, but Jesus Christ, and you look at the cross and see Him there, dying and bleeding, paying for your sins---every evil thought, word, and deed---and you come and say, "Jesus, I am trusting You as my Savior and I am receiving You into my mind and heart to come and live Your life in me," He will do it. Please do. I will meet you in heaven. God bless you.
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