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Ezra 9:7

Today I want to raise the question, "Why will there be war till Christ returns? And why is the U. N. a failure?"

God has the answer in the Bible. God gives to us His plan for a warless world. I want to present to you Ezra 9, verse 7, where we read these words: "For our iniquities have we been delivered to the sword, to captivity, to spoil, and to confusion of face as it is this day." There is the tremendous statement of Ezra, the priest in Israel, and a confession of their sins. And it is just as true today of America as it was of Israel back in those days. For OUR iniquities have WE been delivered to the sword, to captivity, to the spoil and to confusion of face as it is this day. That is the reason the U. N. is doomed to failure. As long as unregenerate men are trying to govern the world, we cannot have peace. It is impossible. We will not have peace till the world and its rulers are converted to Christ; or, until there comes one who can impose His own will as a benevolent dictator. That is the plan of God for the Lord Jesus Christ when He returns. He is the only hope for a warless world.

Let me call your attention to the fact that America is in an hour of deepest trial and agony. We ARE delivered to the sword.

During the Civil War days, Abraham Lincoln said at Gettysburg, "We here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain." Yet, since then, we have had World War One with all of its bloodshed. Then World War Number Two. And now we are in the midst, many believe, of World War Number Three. Certainly we are in a world war, whether we call it Number Three or not. Our boys are dying, and 60,000 casualties is not a light thing! It isn't just a street brawl; our boys are dying out there by the thousands.

Thirty years ago America buried her Unknown Soldier. An eye‑witness writes of that tremendous moment, "All day long the nation poured out its heart in pride and glory to this nameless American. Before the first crash of the minute‑gun as it roared its knell for the dead from the shadow of the Washington monument, the people who claimed him as their own were trooping out to do him honor, an American boy who had died on foreign soil and whose body, unnamed and unknown, was shipped back here for burial. Soldiers, sailors and marines all played their part in the thrilling spectacle as the cortege rolled along. Just behind the casket, with its faded French flowers on the draped flag, walked the President of the United States, the chosen leader of 100,000,000 in whose name he was the chief mourner at his bier. 

Beside him strode the American hero under whom this soldier had served in France--‑General Pershing, wearing only the single medal of victory that every American soldier might wear, as his only decoration. Behind them came the carriage in which rode Woodrow Wilson, also stricken by infirmity as he served in the highest place of the nation, just as the humble private riding in such state ahead had gone down before shell of bullet. Ahead the white marble amphitheatre gleamed through the trees. People in thousands were moving about the great circle. 

Down below the platform was a place for the casket and vault, and wreaths and garlands. Above the platform were gathered men, whose names now ring in history, in a brilliant array of place and power. Mr. Harding showed strong emotion as his lips formed the last words of the address. He paused, and then with raised hand and head bowed, went on in the measured rolling period of The Lord's Prayer. The casket, with its weight of honors, was lowered into the crypt. A rocking blast of gunfire rang from the woods. The glittering circle of bayonets stiffened to a salute to the dead. Again the guns shouted their message of honor and farewell. Again they boomed out. A loyal comrade was being laid to his last, long rest. 

High and clear and true, in the echoes of the guns, a bugle lifted the old, old notes of Taps, a lullaby for a living soldier but in death his requiem. Long ago some forgotten soldier-poet caught its meaning clear and set it down that soldiers everywhere might know its message as they sink to rest. ‘Fades the day, and afar goeth day. Cometh night and the star leadeth all, speedeth all, to their rest.’ The guns roared out again in national salute. He was home, the unknown, to sleep forever, among his own."

That was the Unknown Soldier of World War Number One. AND HERE WE ARE FACE TO FACE WITH WORLD WAR NUMBER THREE, our boys dying by the thousands!

The other day I was in a certain place of business, and a lady approached me and said, in tears, "Brother Hendley, my boy was killed in Korea not long ago. You spoke to him one day at the radio station about the Lord Jesus Christ." That mother's only thought for her boy now was that he was saved. That lady said, "Will you have the memorial service for my boy?"

One of my dear friends of past days, a deacon when I was pastor of the church, called my wife the other day when I was in a revival meeting and said, "We have received word that our boy was killed in Korea."

Recently as we were riding through the city we saw a flag draped from the front porch, a flag that had been draped over the casket of a son who was killed in this war.

WHY are our boys dying? WHY?  God's Word says in Ezra 9:7, "FOR OUR INIQUITIES have we been de​livered to the sword." God has given us to the sword FOR OUR INIQUI​TIES. A terrible judgment! Yet it seems that we are not learning our lesson. "To captivity." Many of our boys are captives today in concentra​tion camps, living in indescribable conditions in the presence of their enemies. "To spoil." Oh, how our nation is being spoiled, being taken, today with taxes and everything else to try to keep a war‑machine going! All because of America's INIQUITIES. The prophet says, "Confusion of face."

I was talking to my brother, a businessman here in Atlanta, and he was talking about confusion everywhere. There is confusion in Washington. There is military confusion. Some of the greatest minds in the world are divided on what we ought to do militarily. There is governmental confusion, so much going on in government now that they can't keep up with what is going on. Business confusion: businessmen scarcely know what to do or expect. Religious confusion: everywhere you turn you see it. War is ready to break out right now in Iran and it may prove to be the spark that ignites the real World War Number Three in all of its horror. Korea is dragging on and on, with incessant bloodshed, as bodies are blasted and the soil soaks up the blood of men!

WHY? WHY? And what is the hope of peace? It is for our iniquities, God says. There is a reason. As a nation, as a NATION, we have not faith to meet this hour. As a NATION we have forgotten GOD. Unbelief in God is on every hand--‑even in high places.

Here are the words of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, in a late issue of McCalls. Someone asked her the question, "Do you believe in life after death? And if so, how do you envision it?"

Here is her reply: "I do believe that life goes on after death, but I am not sure in what way. And I do not think that important. It would seem to me wasteful if nothing came of the efforts, which we make here, and I cannot believe that that is true. It seems impossible to know, and perhaps therefore we should not spend too much time wondering about it."

Not a word about Christ, or the Bible, or God. She did not have the faith of David, who said, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever." Surely Mrs. Roosevelt could have quoted that Psalm. The ABSENCE of the Bible here is practically a denial of the Bible. There is a studied desire among people to ignore the Word of the Living God!

It is sad also to read what some of our boys over yonder believe. In a recent issue of Colliers was an article called, "What Soldiers Believe." The author talked with a soldier in a camp hospital in Texas, and he asked him what happened to him in Korea. The soldier told about how his squad had hoped to trap some Reds one night, and instead, Red fire poured in on them for six hours. This soldier, a bright-eyed lad of twenty‑two from New Mexico, was hit four times in the chest, the right calf, the left leg, and the left foot. The author asked him if he ever prayed at the front. "No," he said, "I didn't turn to God. I just turned to my machine‑gun. I never was much on church. When I go home, I may go to church to pay my respects. I don't think there's a bit of harm in stopping by." (Just tipping his hat to God.) But think of it: he didn't turn to God. Why do boys out there fail to turn to God? Because they are coming from homes where the Bible is not read nor believed, where God is not sought.

One boy said, concerning the danger at the front, "If your time comes, it comes, and there isn't a (blankety‑blank) thing anyone can do about it. If you're going to get hit, you're going to get hit, it doesn't matter how big a hole you're in." Many soldiers share this fatalism.

One master‑sergeant coolly remarked, "When the Old Man swings that Scythe, there's no use ducking."

How different from the magnificent faith of Job who said, "The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away BLESSED be the Name of the Lord." David said, "My times are in Thy Hands." Paul said, "In Whom we live and have our being." Hezekiah, to whom God has said, "Put thy house in order, for thou shalt die and not live," turned to God in earnest prayer and God said, "I'm going to give you fifteen extra years of life."

WHY do men deny God? WHY are our soldiers going out yonder facing death, and knowing it, yet have no faith at all toward God? Because they are coming from homes where there is no faith, where the Bible is not read, where the family does not attend the House of God for worship, where faith in Him is never mentioned.

The UNBELIEF in America! I was talking to a young man from one of our great universities, and he said, "My professor of psychology is definitely an atheist, anti‑Bible, rejecting the truths of the Word of God." Young people are being TAUGHT to scorn the Bible! That's one reason we are in this terrible conflict today. America is in war because of neglecting the Bible and its message. Our iniquities---FOR THEM--‑have we been delivered. That's why the confusion. That's why our boys are dying, and WILL CONTINUE to die, if we don't get back to the Lord and His Word and His Day for worship and spiritual things. Even professing Christians in many ways prove that they haven't real faith toward God. What a contradiction, claiming to be a Christian yet careless about God, His Bible, Prayer, attending His House for worship.

The forces that in past history DESTROYED cities and nations are operating increasingly IN AMERICA today. The forces that destroyed Assyria and Babylonia and the Roman Empire, and all the rest of the empires that had risen in history then fell, are rampant in America. Lust, drink, godlessness, luxury, lack of divine worship.

Now God says that He is going to let man go right on. God says, "The nation and kingdom that shall not serve Me, shall perish." God says, "Beware that thou forget not the Lord thy God and say in thine heart, ‘MY power, and the might of MY hand bath gotten me this wealth.’ " Friends, America has forgotten God.

The Tribulation Period is coming, and then the Lord Jesus Christ is com​ing back to this earth. In Isaiah, the Second chapter, God says, "He will establish His Throne in Jerusa​lem. Out of Zion shall go forth the law and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem. Our Lord shall teach His Word and the nations shall come and say, "We will walk in His paths." He will judge among nations of the earth.  There shall not be war. People will beat their swords into plowshares and the spears into pruning‑hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against nation! Neith​er shall they learn war any more! There will be no more scientists de​veloping great bombs that will destroy man.

Meanwhile, it shall be well for the child of God. David said, "Though a host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear, for in the time of trouble, HE shall hide me in His pavilion, in the secret of His taberna​cle shall He hide me and set me up on a Rock!" David knew God!

Jesus said, "Lo, I am with you, al​ways, until the end."

Jesus said, "Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe in God; believe also in Me. In My Father's House are many mansions."

So, to you who are saved, let no​thing trouble you. You are safe in the Hands of Jesus. All things are in His control.

The other day in a certain hospi​tal a woman said to me, with perfect calmness, "I am ready to go." "Where?" "Ready to go into the man​sions in the skies that Jesus has prepared; ready to go into the Father's House."

Oh, my friend let me ask you the question, "Are you ready?" How will you meet the Holy God in heaven? Will you blurt out, "Lord, I kept a straight business? I gave to charity. I was a civic leader. I worked in the PTA, and in my secret order, and I went to church occasionally." That won't do. How are you living, in re​lationship to Jesus Christ? Have you accepted Him as your personal Sav​iour and Lord? Nobody but a born​ again person shall be accepted with God. Faith in Jesus Christ is the only way.

If you have not accepted Him, will you do it now? Will you do it?
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