GOD’S PLAN FOR EVERY HUMAN BEING

Jesse M. Hendley

Romans 8:28

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Romans 8:28, "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose." God has a purpose, a plan for every human being. I hope you will take a pen and underscore five words that we find in verses 29 and 30 that describe His purpose for each of our lives.

The first word is “foreknow,” from verse 29, "For whom he did fore​know... "

The second word is “predestinate,” a few words later in verse 29, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate.. " That word frightens a lot of people who do not understand what He is talking about. They get it all mixed-up because they don't read care​fully the rest of the sentence.

The third word is “called,” from verse 30, "Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called.." He calls us out of the darkness of spiri​tual death to salvation.

Then just a few words later is the fourth word, “justified,” And whom he called, them he also justified.. "

The last word in verse 30 is the fifth word to underscore, “glorified,” "And whom he justified, them he also glorified.”

My beloved friends, I will never be able to present to you anything greater than the truths contained in this Bible mes​sage.

"God's Plan"

God has a plan for your life and my life. The past two months in my study of God, the preciousness of His plan for my life has come into clarity such as I have never known. To understand this plan is to make Him precious to your heart.

Whoever you are and wherever you are, whatever your troubles, whatever your trials, God has a plan for your life. If you are a Christian, He is moving in that plan. If you are not a Christian, then you are thwarting God's plan and you will be lost if you don't trust Christ and get into God's plan, walking with Him by faith.

"Love God"

These words from the Holy Spirit are written for people who love God. Nearly all of us are familiar with the words in verse 28, "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God." Most people do not love God. They love themselves. I found out in this particular passage of Scripture that for those who love God, God works all things together for good. If you really are a born-again child of God, God is working all things together for your good.

Believe me, it didn't look like a "good thing" when God took my wife away from me. But, nevertheless, it worked together for good. I'm learning some of those "good things." I would have never known God like I know God now if He hadn't allowed me this trial, but He did.

So when your heart breaks, or when the trial comes, remember, God is work​ing it for your good if you love Him. The qualification is that you love God. Do you really love Him? If you love Him, He will be the uppermost One in your thoughts, not your husband or your wife, or your son, or your daughter, or any other rival.

"His Purpose"

Most people know Romans 8:28, but they leave out the latter part, "to them who are the called according to his purpose." God has a purpose. The Greek word for “purpose” is "prothesis" and it means, "to put be​fore one."

Let me take you back. Suppose there isn't any world, as we know it. Suppose there are no human beings. They have estimated that 78 billion peo​ple have lived on this earth. There are 5 billion people living today. Suppose none of us had ever existed. Let's go back beyond the time of the dinosaurs, before the creation of the universe and man, before even the angels were cre​ated. Let's go on back, back, back, until there is nothing but that black void. But out there somewhere in space is a throne. And on that throne sits God. There are two other Divine Beings with Him, the Son and the Spirit. One of my dear friends calls God "The Chairman of the Board." He is the One who determines what is going to be. That is what is meant by "his purpose."

Long before the entire universe was made, or any human being was ever created, God sat down and made a plan. He made it in His own mind. Anybody who really knows what God is like will say, "I am a fool if I don't love God and put Him first in my life." So God sat down in the council chamber of eternity and He laid out a plan, a pur​pose. In this plan was not only that He would create angels, the sun, moon, and stars, and the universe, but also that He would create billions of people and each one of us individually. He planned you. Your husband or your wife, or your son, or your daughter do not enter into this. It is God and you.

It was such a blessing to my soul, as I was sitting there in my study thinking about God and seeing God back there before I ever existed, to see that, sud​denly, He thought me into being in His own mind. He has a plan for me. He has a purpose for me.

In Ephesians 1:5, we read of "the good pleasure of his will." What made God want to make me? He just wanted to. He just liked to do it. It was His good pleasure. God decided to make a human race. There weren't any human beings back then. There was just God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Later, He made the angels. Then later, He made human beings. What would God want with human beings? I don't know. It is "the good pleasure of his will." It pleased God to make Jess Hendley, and it pleased God to make you. You may have a very low self-esteem, but when that gets hold of you, you will say, "Praise God, I am worth something." God placed before Him​self a plan, and in that plan, He made me!

Have you ever watched an artist of a Disney creation? He will sit down at his desk and draw a picture of a charac​ter. Then all of a sudden that little character jumps out off the page and goes running around. It exists. Now this is fantasy---unreal. But when God sat down back yonder before He ever made the universe and drew Jess Hendley, that was real---as real as God.

He made 78 billion others who have already gone into heaven or hell, and He made 5 billion others who are on this earth today. He made you. That adds up to something. You are worth im​measurably more than you could ever dream.

When I find that out, I can love Him like it says in Romans 8:28, "... to them that love God. " All my life, since that day I fell in love with Him when I was twenty years of age, God has made "all things work together for good" for Jess Hendley. He is doing it for you. I don't care what it is. It may look bad, but it is not.

"Foreknow"

Now let's go to the first of our five words in God's amazing plan. It is found in Romans 8:29, "For whom he did foreknow... " "Foreknow" means "to know beforehand." So God knew me from the beginning. He planned me in His mind. He planned my height, my weight, the color of my eyes, my hair (each one is numbered), and every detail.

The scientists are tremendously ex​cited today. They have recently seen light that has come back from the day when God said, "Let there be light." Almost back to creation! Ted Koppel had a couple of scientists on a late night program. He said, "You men are excit​ed." They said, "Excited! We are so excited we can't stay in our skin!" He said, "What are you excited about?" They said, "We have looked back almost to the beginning." Ted Koppel said, "Have you looked back to cre​ation in Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth?” They said, "No, but we have gone back to Genesis 1:3, Let there he light."

If you turn your back on this won​derful God, you will be making the greatest mistake of your life. He fore​knew you and me. He knew every thought we would ever have. He knew everything we would ever say. He knew everything we would ever do. Much of it has been rotten compared to what He is. Maybe you haven't seen that yet. You will. When will we ever learn that, compared with God, the angels have folly, and even "the stars are not pure in His sight"? He is holy. We are sinners, yet He made us, know​ing we would be that way. He loved us anyway and planned to redeem us and planned a way that we can become like Him!

So back in the beginning He said, "I am going to create Adam and Eve and on down the road, and, finally, I will create Jess. He will have the Adamic nature and he will be a sinner. He will be the opposite of what I am, but I love Him." And knowing we would be a race of sinners, He said to Christ, "Son, I want you to carry out My plan of redemption. I want You to go to the cross and die for every person." Christ said, "Yes, Father, I will be their sacri​fice." That is in Revelation 13:8, "The Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" Christ died for me before God made the stars, in God's mind. 

"Predestinate"

The next word is "predestinate." "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate.." Now, a lot of people stop there and begin to think about predestination and forget the rest of the sentence. Stick to the text, friends. It explains predestination here. It means He predetermined to do something for every human being whom He foreknew. What? He predetermined that we would "be conformed to the image of his Son!"

The most important thing I want you to get out of this message is that before God ever made the sun, moon, or stars, He sat down and planned your life. And knowing that you would be a sinner, He planned for Jesus to die for you in order that you, by faith in Jesus, might one day be made just like Him. He predestinated you "to be conformed to the im​age of his Son!" He predetermined to make you like Jesus! He wants to make a whole lot of Jesuses out of a bunch of sinners. He knew the entire deal before it ever happened.

"Predestinate" means "to prede​termine." And whatever God deter​mines to do, He does. He never fails to carry out everything He plans. He hasn't deviated one moment. I am in that plan and you are in that plan. Draw a circle around yourself.  God thought about you in His mind and planned to make you and knew all about you! He knew you would be a sinner and planned for Jesus to die on the cross and pay for your sins. And He knew that, ultimate​ly, He would make you just like His Son, Jesus. That is what He predeter​mined.

Now, God determined to make me just like Jesus. I'm not there yet, but nothing is going to keep me from getting there. Whatever God plans to do, He does. Philippians 1:6, "He which hath begun a good work in you will per​form it until the day of Jesus Christ." I am predestined, in the mind of God before He made the universe, to be just like Jesus Christ. It is a process. It began in my life 65 years ago on that front porch when I received Jesus as my Savior. It is an ongoing process, but when God gets through with me, friends, though I'm not there yet, I shall be just like Christ.

"Called"

The next word is "called" Ro​mans 8:30, "Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called " He foreknew me, before I ever existed, in eternity past, and He predetermined to make me like Christ. He planned the cross and the bloodshed of Jesus that I might be saved. Then one day He called me.

I joined the church when I was twelve, but I didn't hear Him call me. I was raised in a preacher's home, was baptized, and loved the Bible. My mother gave me a little story of the Bible when I was a child and I ate it up, devoured it, but I didn't hear His voice call me. I was a moralist at 20 years of age. I didn't run around. I didn't drink. I preached to the boys at the Y.M.C.A, "Be decent. B e clean." I didn't preach to them Jesus. I didn't know Him. My mother, with whom I lived, was dying of cancer. When she died, the lights went out. I was sitting on the front porch that morning in deep darkness and I heard Him call my name.

Now friends, I didn't hear an audi​ble voice, but I knew He had spoken. My whole being knew He was calling me. "My plan for you, Jess, before I made the stars, is that I will make you like Jesus. Come on son, get on in. Answer the call." I answered that call that day.

One of my friends in the Salvation Army wrote one of the most beautiful songs I have ever heard, "When I Heard Him Call My Name." It is not even popular, but it sure is with me. "I left my sins to follow Him when I heard Jesus call my name."

The moment He called me, I said, "Yes, Lord, I want You more than anybody on this earth. I believe You died for me and I am receiving You as my Savior and making You the Lord of my life."

"Justified"

The next word is "justified." It means, "to declare right." Here I am a sinner. I think wrong, speak wrong, and do wrong. Everybody does. The best Christian does. Please, let's get it in our minds that there are no perfect people on God's earth. Some people live more godly lives than others, but no one is perfect. II Corinthians 3:18, "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed (transfigured) into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord."

The moment I answered his call, He said, "Jess Hendley, you are a sinner, but because I planned for My Son to die for you at the same time I planned to make you, I declare you as righteous as My Son, as righteous as Myself." Now if you think that is wild, it is Scriptural. "II Corinthians 5:21, "For he hath made him (Christ) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. " We aren't made the righteous​ness of the best human being or the best angel, but "the righteousness of GOD."

When you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior, God counts you fit for heaven from that moment on, even though you aren't in your experience, because He declares you right. He couldn't do that if Jesus had not already paid for your sins with His blood and wiped them out. So He justified you. That is why I can die today, though I am a sinner who thinks wrong, speaks wrong, and does wrong, and go straight to heaven because God Almighty justi​fies every sinner who believe in Jesus. 

"Glorified"

Then the last word is "glorified " "...and whom he justified, them he also glorified " Now friends, in my life and the life of everyone of you who is trusting nothing but Jesus dying for you, not what you do, but what Jesus did for you, you are already as good as in heaven as though you had been there ten million years. You are glorified already in God's mind.

Do you know what "glorified" means? Glory means "His presence; to bring us to glory, to Himself, and all He has; to come live with Him." Now, obviously, Jess Hendley is not in the presence of God. Spiritually? OH yes. But before very long I am going to walk into His presence--- literally, this is "glory." 

"Summary"

These five words have to do with what God does. He foreknew me in eternity past. He predetermined to make me just like Jesus Christ. In time, He called me and I answered that call. And that moment He declared me right because He gave me the righteousness of Jesus. Jesus swapped places with me. He took my sinners place and I get His righteous place. The moment I believed on Him, He declared me glo​rified.

What I want to get across to you in this message, please get this, is that God planned to make you and these won​derful things before He ever made the sun, moon, and stars. He predestinated you to be just like Jesus Christ so you could go live with Him forever at death or at the Rapture. Then, in time, He called you. You heard Him speak to your heart, your mind, and your soul, and you heard God knocking on your door and you answered the call and received Jesus as your Savior and you came to God through Christ. At that moment He declared you as right as Himself and His Son and fit for heaven. Then, one glorious day, you are going to walk into glory, His presence. He is going to call you at the Rapture or at death. Then you will be made like Him and be with Him in glory. The minute you see Christ, the old sin nature will be destroyed and nothing but that new life He gave you, which is the only uncreated life, will be going in and you are going to live with God. You will put your feet under His table and live in His big house forever.

Dear friends, God planned this for all the 78 billion people who have walked this earth in the past and He planned it for all the 5 billion who are walking on this earth today. And God planned it for you. Now if that doesn't mean anything to you, God have mercy on you.

Friends, I beg you to love God, then all things will work together for good in your life. It is impossible for anything bad to happen to a person who loves God. It may look bad, but it isn't. "Answer God's Call"

Have you answered His call? That is the chief question. You ask, "Broth​er Jess, can men thwart God's plan?" Oh yes, they can and do.

Whatever you think about predesti​nation, or what ever you have been taught, or whatever you have read, Christ died for every human being that ever existed or ever will exist. And God planned for salvation for every human being that He thought about in the council of eternity and He sent His Son to die. Christ died for the sins of an entire world. God is "not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repen​tance."

Have you ever heard God's call and responded to it and given your heart and your life totally to Jesus? Have you heard Him call your name? If you have, have you responded?

Do you love God? It bothers me when people say they are saved and they are not searching the Bible to learn more about Him. Don't tell me you know Him. Don't tell me you have tasted of the wonder of this terrific, wonderful Being called God and His Christ and His Holy Spirit and you can carelessly go from day to day and let the little things of earth and time crowd out the knowledge of God.

The first thing of importance is that you are a child of God. If you did answer that call and you have trusted Jesus Christ only, for salvation is by faith and faith is simply confidence that on that cross Jesus Christ paid for your sins and wiped them out forever, you are saved. Quit worrying about anything else. There is no way in the world I could trust whatever I feel or whatever people say. If I am trusting what Christ did on that cross, there is no way in the world that I could miss heaven. Salva​tion is confidence that on that cross Jesus Christ took my place and paid my debt in full. Then out of that will come a walk with Him from day to day.

I have a friend who is a very godly man. He recently told me about calling a lady he had led to Christ years ago who was on his mind. She said, "I am so glad you called. This was certainly of God. I was just thinking about ending it all. I was thinking about taking my life." Don't laugh at that if you have never been there. (I can understand what it means when you don't want to live, but when I see this, I want to live. He has a plan for me! I am on the verge of glory!) Here was a little woman suffering. She has trials. She is suffering physically and mentally. God only knows how she is suffering. Maybe everybody has for​saken her. But when you know that in God's plan glory is just ahead, which means we will see His face forever, you will pick up this Book and read it and you will seek to know this God better and you will love Him first in your life and prove it by reading His Word and praying and seeking to win others to Him and helping His people on the way.

My final word is to the unsaved. You haven't answered His call, have you? I want to tell you that there comes a last call. In Proverbs 1:24-29 God says, "Because I have called, and ye refused, I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded, But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof. I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: For that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the LORD."

Here is the God of heaven offering heaven to every human being and the majority of people turn Him down. They do not love Him. After God does all that, you turn Him down. If you turn down God, who planned your life, cre​ated you, provides every morsel of food that enters your body, gives you the capability of thinking every thought you have ever had, gives you every blessing in your life, and, above all, gave His Son to die for you, and you do not trust Jesus Christ and live for God and love God, then God will give you up. You say, "How can a Being who is that loving ever give anybody up?" God says, "Because I have called, and ye re​fused.”  You didn't listen. You didn't answer the call. Now you are going to call on Me. You are going to face death, and judgment, and hell and you are going to call on Me and I won't answer you. You are going to hell." People who answer God's call go to heaven.

People who refuse God's call go to hell. I read in this Bible that when you turn Him down, "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure."

There is something in God, with that enormous love that created me and planned for His Son to die for me, and planned to make me like Jesus and come live with Him forever, that if I turn Him down and refuse His call, it is turned to hate. If you don't like that word, look it up in your Bible. Have you answered His call?

If you are a born-again child of God, and you are trusting nothing but Jesus, you have confidence that on the cross Jesus Christ paid for your sins forever with His blood and destroyed them, then you are saved. And if you are saved, He is calling you all your life to seek to live closer to Him and be obe​dient to Him. Not many Christians get that far, so they are losing their lives. We are going to find that out at the Judgment Seat of Christ. Christian, if you are trusting Him, determine today that you are going to live utterly for Him, that you are going to love God more than you love any human being or any​thing else.

If you are not saved or you are not sure, I urge you to answer God's call today. Is He speaking to your heart now?
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