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Romans 3:24

Friends, we are studying the Divine Righteousness of God, JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH, and what a wonderful study it is! I hope it is a real blessing to you. Now let me remind you our text is found in Romans 3:24, where ALL are justified freely by His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. We found out that the divine righteousness, the righteousness of God, was manifested in a fourfold way.

First, in His faithfulness in fulfilling His promises. God cannot lie; He keeps His promises.

Second, in His punishment of sin.

Third, in the death of Christ, in giving JESUS to die for the sins of the whole world.

Finally, in God forgiving the repentant sinner who believes in Jesus and declaring him righteous.

It is that latter one that we are taking up primarily. The death of Christ, then, is a sacrifice, and acts as a Mercy Seat by which the righteousness of God can go forth and embrace all believers. Its essence, at least at first, is not in MAKING men actually righteous, but in justifying or TREATING them AS IF they were righteous. Now that is the fundamental conception of the Apostle Paul all through the first part of this tremendous Epistle to the Romans. In the first five chapters, the fundamental thought is God TREATING guilty sinners as righteous, declaring us righteous who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, by simple faith plus nothing.

Now remember that this righteousness issues from God, and ends in a blessed state for men, and is a process that is called dikaiosis, or justification. It is a process, going on, that begins when we have faith in Christ and ends in glory with the Lord. It is a blessed state, a process, called dikaiosis, Romans 4:25, or justification. Now in Romans 4:25 we read these words, "Who (Christ) was delivered for our offenses and was raised again for our dikaiosis." Our JUSTIFICATION. Raised again that God may declare us righteous! May carry on the constant work of declaring us righteous. That's a wonderful statement!

Again in chapter 5, verse 18, "Therefore as by the offense of one (that was Adam) judgment came upon all to condemnation, even so, by the righteous act of One (that is, Jesus Christ, when He went to the Cross) the free gift came upon ALL MEN unto justification of life." God declaring us righteous, issuing in LIFE ETERNAL. You see, Jesus' work makes it possible! His one righteous act of going to the Cross and dying for our sins completely did away with what Adam did. In Adam we die; in Christ we are made alive. We were condemned in Adam; we are justified in Christ. So if a man rebels against God and says, "I don't think it's right for me to be condemned," then he is rebellious. He is rebellious and hard and doesn't love God or care for God and His salvation, because God is declaring righteous those who trust in the Lord Jesus.

Now remember, friends, that is a wonderful truth in the OLD Testament. Our Jewish friends MISSED it, because they worshipped the letter of the Scriptures rather than the SPIRIT.

For instance, you take the name for God Himself. It is a four‑letter word in the Hebrew, YHWH. It is translated in the Revised Version "Jehovah." But the word cannot mean Jehovah. The word is LITERALLY, YAWEH. That is the personal name of God. But the Jewish people so revered the LETTER of the word that they took that name never to pronounce it! When an orthodox Jew reads his Old Testament Scriptures in Hebrew and he comes to the personal name of God, "YAWEH" he does not pronounce it! He pronounces, rather "Adhanoi," the name for "Master."

Now "Elohim" is what God is. He is God, the Mighty One. It is His nature, His character. "Adhanoi" is His office; He is Master. It is translated "LORD.” Both of those words are translations.

But, God's personal name is YAWEH. God gave it for His memorial. That is what we are to CALL Him, like Paul's name is "Paul." God's name is "YAWEH." Jesus' name is "Jesus." And we say it reverently, but we CALL Him "Jesus" because it MEANS Saviour. That's why He came 

That's what His name was. He was to be called "Jesus,” Jesus the Messiah Jesus the Christ, and worship Him as

Jesus.

Now YAWEH is the name of GOD and God expects us to call Him by Name when we talk to Him in prayer. When we speak to others about Him, we should call Him by His name, "YAWEH." That is the Name of God, but it is veiled in the King James translation and in the Revised Version also, because it is translated LORD (in capital letters). But that isn't the name of God, and that is all foolish worshipping of letters and does away with the spirit of it, the reason God GAVE us His name. God says, "YAWEH" shall be My memorial. That is the name by which you'll remember me. YAWEH is My name."

So when you pray to God, don't pray to Him as "God," don't pray to Him as "Master.” He IS that, and that recognizes His character and recognizes His title. But His NAME is "Yaweh,” and He loves for people to call Him by His name! People love to be called by name, and so does God. That's why He gave us His name. Not to be reverenced and shoved off and never mentioned. He didn't give it for that at all. He said it is "My MEMORIAL, the name by which you are to remember Me." Now remember that "YeHoVaH" is not His NAME. Those vowels are not to be attached to those letters. Hebrew scholars say the name of God is "Yaweh,” so that is the name He is to be known by. So there is the worship of the LETTER of the Word.

Some people have a Bible in their homes unread. They think there is some sanctity brought to their home by just having a Bible in it. Not so, not at all, not a bit. An UNREAD Bible is no good. It isn't the "letter"---the letter killeth. The spirit maketh alive! Now it is WHAT God TEACHES that is the spirit of the Word.

Now in this justification by faith, this fundamental conception of Paul, this righteousness (that issues from God, comes to man who believes, ends in a blessed state, the process of justification) the full phrase is JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. Likaousthei ek pisteos. Justification by faith! That is the full phrase of this tremendous teaching of the Word of God, which

means that the BELIEVER by virtue of his FAITH, is TREATED by God as if he were righteous, and he stands righteous in the sight of God.

You know, I've had a wonderful time in my studies. I gave you a message on Psalm 103, you remember. It is the PSALM OF THE JUSTIFIED! "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us." How far is the east from the west? East to west means from the sun‑rising to the sun‑setting. Well, you've got the orbit of the earth about the sun, and the sun is about 93,000,000 miles from earth. Twice 93,000,000 miles plus the diameter of the earth, 8,000 miles, at least, is the distance that God has removed our sins from us! Wonderful! "As far as the east is from the west, SO FAR hath HE REMOVED OUR TRANSGRESSIONS FROM US."

Is that far enough, friends? He did it! And He did it FOR US. When? He did it in His Mind and Plan before the foundation of the world! Romans 9:11, "The children NOT YET BORN, and having done neither good nor evil, that God's purpose of election might be fulfilled. As He said, the elder shall serve the younger." And so with US, beloved. Oh, God thought about us! If you are saved today, God thought about you being saved in the Councils of Eternity. And then when Jesus died, He paid for the sins of every person who ever has or ever will come into this world.

Now, not only does God count the believer who comes to Him as righteous, and TREAT him as righteous, and DECLARE him righteous; but the person SO ACCOUNTED not only IS NOT righteous but has been an OFFENDER against God! He is declared to be ungodly, Romans 4:5. "But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him (now listen) that JUSTIFIETH THE UNGODLY . . . ." The FAITH of the ungodly person is COUNTED to him for RIGHTEOUSNESS! GOD is justifying ungodly men.

We haven't BEEN godly. We've lived much of our lives ignoring God, paying no attention to God. But when we come by simple faith and admit that we have been ungodly and don't deserve God's mercy and love, and CLAIM JESUS AS OUR SAVIOUR, and just come with simple trust, saying, "Lord, I haven't anything to bring You. I've been ungodly, but I am trusting Jesus, and trusting Your promise," then GOD JUSTIFIES the ungodly! He declares the ungodly man RIGHTEOUS. ISN'T THAT WONDERFUL? Yes, we've been offenders against God, yet God in His GRACE declares the ungodly RIGHTEOUS. The greatest thing I know today is that ANY PERSON who will come admitting that he or she has been ungodly, has not lived for God, has DONE things God said NOT to do, and has NOT done things that God said to D0, having lived ungodly‑--if you'll come and admit that God can save you. God will forgive you. God will declare you righteous When you say, "Lord, I've been ungodly. Forgive me, for Jesus' sake, that minute, you're declared godly in the sight of the Lord.

Now this word dikaiao refers to a JUDICIAL VERDICT, the verdict of heaven, and the verdict of the Divine Judge: ACQUITTAL! So, summing it all up, it means this: that when a man makes a great change, such as that which the early Christians made when they embraced Christianity, he is allowed to start on a new career with a clean record! THE OLD IS COMPLETELY DESTROYED. His sin-stained past IS NOT RECKONED AGAINST HIM. As with the prodigal son, the breakdown of his pride and rebellion in that one cry, "`Father, I have sinned," was enough! The Father does not WAIT to be gracious, He does not put him off a long while and say, "Son, I'll think over forgiving you, for about a year," he does not put him on a long term of probation and say, "I'm going to see whether you do right or not," but he reinstates him AT ONCE in the full privilege of sonship, and the JUSTIFYING VERDICT of the father, declaring his son righteous, is found in the words, "The best robe‑--bring it for him! And a ring for his finger! And let's kill the fatted calf, and eat, drink and be merry, for THIS MY SON who was dead is alive."

Reduced then, to its simplicity, justification is simply FORGIVENESS, FREE FORGIVENESS, and it has two sides. First, the attitude of mind in the sinner, admitting he is a sinner; and second, the reception accorded him by God, of free forgiveness, blotting out his sin as though he had never sinned, declaring him righteous. This is the BEGINNING of the Christian career!

Now Paul takes up, in Roman 8, all five steps of that Christian career that BEGINS with Justification or being declared righteous, and ends in Glory! Romans 8:30. The Christian career begins with Justification and ends with Glorification, and Paul outlines the five steps in Romans 8:30. But the beginning is when we come as ungodly sinners, by simple faith, believing God's Word, believing in His love and care, trusting Jesus as OUR SAVIOUR. God declares us righteous!

Oh, that's an amazing statement, a tremendous statement, isn't it? May God help us today to love His Word, and to rest in His PROMISE.

Henry Morehouse, the famous evangelist, in a meeting where there was hard‑going, people advising it to be closed, said, "No, we'll continue as long as God wants us to continue." There was a wicked man there in that city named Ike Miller. He hated preachers. He despised the church. He cursed the Lord and the Bible. He warned he was coming to pistol‑whip Henry Morehouse out of town.

When a friend said, "We'd better close the meeting. That man will do what he says," Morehouse said, "I feel the Lord SENT me here to preach, and I'm STAYING."

That night he felt led of the Lord to preach on John 3:16, "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son," and he preached on THE LOVE OF GOD.

Sitting in the back was Ike Miller, the man who had threatened him. After Morehouse had poured out God's love for sinners, as best he knew how to preach it, Ike Miller got up and walked out in the night. At the invitation nobody came. Friends told Henry Morehouse he had made a mistake, that he should have preached on the WRATH of God, and JUDGMENT, with Ike Miller there. But Morehouse sand, "I feel that I was led of the Holy Spirit."

They didn't know till the next day that as Ike Miller walked home, every step of the way he said, "God loves me . . .God loves me. . ." and it began to break his heart, to realize how wicked he had been against the Love of God. As he walked in the door, his children ran to the other rooms, and his wife backed away from him in fear‑--they had been kicked around so much. But he stretched out his arms, gathered his wife into them and said, "Lassie, you need not be afraid anymore. God has brought you a new husband home tonight." He was saved, by the LOVE OF GOD, which broke his heart.

Friend, have you accepted God's LOVE? DON'T sin against the Love of God! Right now, go alone and claim Christ as your Saviour and receive JUSTIFICATION, as His gift to you. Just come as a simple sinner, by faith, and the Lord will FORGIVE you. He will declare you RIGHTEOUS. Will you do it? God bless you.
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