GOD’S PEOPLE ARE “CALLED ONES” AND ARE ALREADY “SAINTS”
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Romans 1:2

If you have your Bibles now, friends, turn with me to the Book of Romans, Chapter 1, and verse 2, as we are studying some of the wonderful truths in this marvelous Epistle. Remember, my friends, that the greatest treatise on Christianity and what Christ came to do for us is found in this marvelous book, the Book of Romans, and may God help us to understand it and study it and to give our lives to its marvelous teachings.

"Gospel"

Now we read in verse 1 of Paul, a bond slave of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle and separated unto the Gospel of God. I want to call your particular attention to the word "Gospel," as found there. It, is a wonderful, wonderful word, the word "Gospel," and it means literally, "Good News," good news to sinners, whereby we might be saved and walk with God here, walk with Him in death and be with Him in heaven to live with Him in heaven to live with Him forever. That is the truth of the Gospel.

Now notice here in God's Word that God PROMISED this Gospel, this Good News. Certainly the best news in all the world is that God does not hold our sins against us when we accept Christ as our Saviour and Lord. It is terribly BAD news that we are sinners, but it is truthful, it is a fact, and we cannot walk with God here nor walk with Him hereafter in a sinful state.

But along comes the GOOD News that God has made a way, whereby the banished can come back to Himself, that sinners might become godly and walk with Him, here and hereafter, have their sins forgiven and be saved.

"Promised"

Now God PROMISED this. The Gospel contains the promises of God, "which He had promised before by His prophets in the Holy Scriptures." The Gospel of God, the Good News that belonged to God, had its origin in God, came from God, unto us, and which He had promised beforehand by His prophets in the Holy Scriptures. The Gospel, then, has to do with the PROMISES of God.

"Holy Writings"

Now notice God has CONTAINED this Good News in the Holy Scriptures! I love that expression, "The Holy Scriptures," literally, "Holy Writings." Engrapheis haggieis is the Greek phrase, "in Holy Writings, Sacred Writings, Separated Writings," we have here.

The books, then, of the Bible are HOLY, because they contain the promises OF GOD HIMSELF, and were written down by inspired men, inspired OF GOD. That's why there is no other book in the world like this Bible. The Bible is in a class all by itself. You can talk about Shakespeare being "inspired." You can talk about Bach, and other great musicians, being "inspired." You can talk about all the other things of men's inspiration. But let me remind you that none of the books of men, none of the things that men do, are "inspired" in the full sense that the Bible is, and the proof of it is, it cannot be repeated. Great poetry has been repeated. We have many poets. Great music has been repeated. We have many geniuses in the musical field, and in other fields, scientific inventions, and the like. But, my friends, THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE STANDS ALONE, and no other book is inspired like this Book GOD has given unto us!

Now the Good News then of God, union gallion, contains the promises of God, and God has put these promises in physical form for us to lay hold of, in Holy Writings, in the Sacred Scriptures, Sacred Writings, if you please, en grapheis haggieis. Let me remind you that it is plural, "in Holy Writings." There are many writings, through many men, at different times, but they all were INSPIRED men, INSPIRED OF GOD, and they contain the Good News. And the people, who ignore the Holy Bible and do not read it and live it, will find, to their agony someday, that they have FAILED in the GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD! They have NOT COME TO THE BOOK that contains the promises of God and the Good News of SALVATION.

Now let's go on from that. Let's not neglect the Bible, friends. I say those words to you because it is the only safe place for us, and your life and mine can only be Christian as we READ THE BIBLE, the Bible, that God has given to men to keep them out of Hell,

and keep them true and to walk with Himself, and to bring us at last to heaven. Oh, TO KNOW THE BIBLE

is the greatest thing in all the world!

"Grace"

Now notice in verse 5 we have the word "grace.” I'll read on down. The Gospel "concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh; and declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead; by whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations for His name: among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: to all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."

Now notice here in verse 5, "By whom we have received GRACE and apostleship." Now that word "grace" is a very wonderful word. It is the Greek word charis. We are saved BY GRACE, through faith.

Back in Homer's day, charis, the Greek word, meant "sweetness" and then, "attractiveness.” You know, when "grace" is used concerning the Good News that comes to us, it means, "the sweetness of God's forgiveness, the attractiveness of His Salvation." So God doesn't simply pardon us, as a judge would pardon a criminal and leave the stigma upon him, for him to struggle with, the rest of his days, but God "sweetly and attractively" forgives us our sins, blots them out, so that the STAIN of them goes, and the PAIN of them goes, and it is just as though we have never sinned. Isn't that wonderful, that GOD has worked out for us?

Then later, this word came to men, "favor, or kindly feeling, or good will," and it was used especially of a superior toward an inferior. Of a king, toward those who are his subjects. The favor and kindly feeling and good will of a monarch to his subjects. Well, isn't that true of God? FAVOR is upon us. He feels KINDLY toward us. He has GOOD WILL toward sinners, where ordinarily He could destroy us. But He hasn't done it.

Now in Romans "grace" means "coming to find favor in the sight of God." That's what it means, "to find favor in His sight, finding favor in the sight of God."

And finally it came to mean, "unearned favor," with the stress upon the fact that it is UNEARNED. Therefore, it is BESTOWED, and not upon the righteous, but UPON SINNERS. There it is. "Unearned favor of God upon those who deserve His judgment." That's what charis is, "grace"! And BY 'GRACE are ye saved, through faith. By God's UNEARNED FAVOR UPON SINNERS, are we saved, and on our part, nothing but FAITH!

Then it came to mean "the STATE of grace or favor, which the sinner enjoys after he is saved." Romans 5:2, "a state of grace." We are in a STATE of grace before. And there is the answer friends, to the sin‑question. The Lord puts us in the state of grace, and we are saved for eternity, by faith in Jesus Christ.

And then, the word charis also is used, particularly, of "gifts of grace.” Charisma is the word, mainly. "Gifts of grace." God, through His grace, not only saves us, but gives us GIFTS for service unto Himself, and He is going to reward us for that service.

Then finally, charis means, "kindly feeling in the donor (who is God) to evoke a corresponding charis, or kindly feeling of gratitude, IN THE RECIPIENT," and it comes to mean simply, "thanks." Charis means "thanks." Yes, the kindly feeling on the part of God, when He blessed us and saved us, leads US to a kindly feeling TOWARD GOD, and, we give vent to that kindly feeling by giving thanks unto His Holy Name, who gave Himself for us.

So that word charis is a very precious word, and here we have it, in this wonderful, wonderful statement: "The grace of God; by whom we received GRACE and apostleship."

My friend, have you received God's GRACE? Did you know that God has kindly feelings toward you? Feelings of favor? A sweet attractiveness of unearned favor, upon you as a sinner, in which He wants to forgive you? Well, that's God's grace. But He cannot bring that to pass unless you are willing to let Him do it.

"Called"

Now notice verse 6 "Among whom are ye also the CALLED of Jesus Christ." Now the word "called" is kletoi. Kletoi Jesu Christu. "The CALLED ONES, BELONGING TO JESUS CHRIST." That is the genitive of possession. The called ones belong to Jesus Christ. "Called, especially appointed, chose, and distinguished." We are Jesus Christ's "favorites,” those who answer His call. He calls, we answer. We are "the called ones" of Jesus, "called out" of the world, "called" from a selfish life, "called" to live for Jesus utterly and completely.

Now. He says, "Called of Jesus Christ. . . beloved of God, called to be saints." That word "saints" is a wonderful word. Not long ago we saw where an outstanding religious group elevated to the state of sainthood four different people who have long been dead. And now, they have been elevated, with religious ceremonies, to the state of "SAINTHOOD.” Now, my friends that is not Scriptural at all, because God's Word says that EVERY BELIEVER ON THE LORD JESUS IS A SAINT, and the minute you believe on Him you are a saint, already! Now the word "saint" has come to mean, in present day language, a person who is an unusually good person. We speak of a person as being "a saint." But that isn't Bible terminology at all. In the Bible, to be a CHRISTIAN is to be a saint! To be a believer on Jesus, to be born again, is to be a saint. And EVERY person who believes on Christ is a saint, and here Paul says that ALL are "called to be saints." "TO ALL that be in Rome, beloved of God, and saints by divine call." That's it! Not called TO BE saints; they are saints ALREADY, by divine call. (You'll notice that "to be" is in italics). They are saints by divine call, just like Paul was an apostle by divine call, in verse 1. He didn't say, "I am called TO BE an apostle IN THE FUTURE." He meant, "I am an apostle NOW, because God CALLED me to be an apostle." So in verse 7, you and I are saints NOW, because God called us to be saints.

"Saint"

Now the word "saint" is haggiois, the Greek noun, and the plural is haggios. The fundamental idea of the word is "separation, set apart for the service of God." It is used of things or vessels in the tabernacle, things set apart for God's work and God's service. And then it is used of individual permalities, set apart for God. And inasmuch as that which was set apart for God was required to be free from blemish, the word came to mean, "free from blemish or spot or stain." For instance, it is used of physical animals offered to God by the priests. These animals had to be haggios. They had to be "holy, free from blemish or spot or stain."

Then it is used morally. Hophni and Phineas, you remember, whom the Lord slew because they were posing as godly while they were living immoral lives as priests. Now, they were not holy.

Now our conception of God is His severe and aweful PURITY, so that those who serve Him need to be pure. Those who serve and stand in the Presence of God to serve Him, need to be pure. "Be ye holy, for I, the Lord thy God, am holy." We are by divine call, Saints, holy ones, separated to God. If you claim to be a Christian, LIVE LIKE CHRIST, That's what God tells us in his Word.

So holiness in the Creator demands holiness in those whom He receives. You and I, if we are going to be separated unto God and really be Christians, must determine to live a holy life, a life of purity and godliness, in an ungodly and impure world.

But when Paul in Romans describes the Roman Christians as haggioi, he does not mean that they are PERFECTLY pure, or as PERFECT as HIMSELF, but only that they are "set apart" or "consecrated to His service" and that they SHOULD live holy lives, because they belong to God. Because Christians are haggioi, they are to become daily more fit for the service of God, to which they are committed. They are to be "transformed by the renewing of their minds", we read in Romans 12:2.

So, we are saints by divine call. The minute Jesus calls and you hear Him call your name, and you receive Him as your Saviour and Lord, YOU BECOME HAGGIOS, "a saint", one separated unto God, one belonging to God.

"Peace"

Now to such people, who have been called, who have received Jesus, to them alone, grace and "peace." That's a wonderful statement. "Grace to you, and PEACE from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." When a man accepts Christ as his Saviour and is separated from the world to God, sep​arated from the wicked to God, sep​arated from unbelief to God, separated

absolutely to the Lord, THEN grace and "peace" belong to him! Peace means "cessation of hostility, and the

peace of mind which follows it." We give up! We surrender! No more battle with God. No more fighting God, but surrender utterly, to God's will, from

henceforth! That's PEACE. Cessation of hostility and the peace of mind that follows it. "Grace to you and PEACE, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus." Just think about GOD sending us His grace and His peace, because we have BELIEVED on the Lord Jesus Christ! Isn't that a wonderful thing?

These are wonderful words! Charis, "grace"!

Kretos, "called ones"!

Haggios, "separated unto God, belonging to God!”

Then airene, "peace,” peace of mind, which comes when we know that everything is surrendered unto God.

Well friends, we've come to the close of this broadcast today. Tune in tomorrow, won't you, and get your friends to tune in, and let's look for a mighty victory in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ as we study this marvelous Epistle to the ROMANS. Well, that's all for today, and God bless you, friends, as you walk with the Lord, as God's haggios! God's "holy ones,” God's saints, this day.
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