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I want to speak to you today on God's Payday. There is a PAY DAY coming someday. Inevitably that day is coming. It is an awful thing to realize that MAN CAN'T GET BY WITH SIN. No one ever gets by. You say, "Well, a lot of people have committed murder and never have been apprehended." Don’t forget, though, we are not at the end of the way yet. GOD is still to be reckoned with. The time is coming when ALL WHO LIVE IN SIN will come to the judgment bar OF GOD. That is one judgment bar they will not escape.

But just now we want to think about God's Pay Day for the Christian. We don't get our pay down here. Sometimes Christians fail when they see how the world seems to enjoy itself, and how they as Christians have a hard time. They take their mind off God’s payday! Friend, don't forget that the time is coming when God will pay every Christian who lived for Him. The choice is before us daily: live for Christ, or give up Christ and live for the world.

The other night I went to a gathering of high school young people and my heart was greatly disappointed to see those young people, for whom I had the highest regard as to their Christian testimony, giving themselves to the ways of the world. My heart was grieved. I didn't say anything. I didn't need to say anything. I believe those young people know, in their hearts, that they are not living FOR CHRIST when they indulge in the ways of the world. I know what a temptation it is to them. They say, "Well, all the others are doing it." It is a fact that there are NOT MANY young people who live the true Christian life today. That is the trouble with Christianity. That is why Christ's heart is bleeding--‑so few people are willing to do His will. I think the reason for Christian young people not living for Christ is that they have not been properly instructed in the home. Their parents have not been encouraging them to live for Christ. Young people can have a good time! But when they go out to dances and do everything that unsaved young people do, they are not going to have much influence in winning the unsaved to their Christ! I thought about those young men there, one formerly had taken a leading part in the church, now going out to dances. I wondered how he could ever lead one of his buddies TO CHRIST. He couldn't. He hasn't any influence FOR CHRIST. I saw those young ladies going the ways of the world. I wondered how they could lead their unsaved girl‑friends to Christ; for they are going the same road as the unsaved by the way they are living. God makes a plain statement in His Word, in First John. "If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in Him." That's pretty strong. That's mighty strong! But I want to remind you that THAT IS THE WORD OF GOD. All of us must MEET GOD'S WORD when we come to the end of the way. I doubt very much if you can love THE WORLD and CHRIST at the same time. Think about the early martyrs who were willing to DIE rather than give up His Name. Think about the early believers who were thrown to the lions because they would not compromise! They went gladly! They went with a song on their lips and joy in their hearts and an ineffable glory on their faces, not only WILLING to die, but GLAD to die, FOR JESUS. Oh, the need today is for Christians to step out once and for all, FOR CHRIST. We need young people to TAKE THEIR STAND for Him. The world today must take its stand, between Communism and Democracy. These are times of decision, to stand for one thing or another.

You recall the case of Alger Hiss, a man of high standing in the United States government. In days gone by, however, Communism began to seep in, and no one thought it would be so serious. But you know the result, the disgrace that came upon Hiss because he MADE THE WRONG CHOICE. There are many questions today in which you can't be both at the same time. You can't be communistic and democratic at the same time. And I want to say to you that the same is true of Christ and His Word; you can't love the world and Christ at the same time. If you have professed Christ, and have gone the ways of the world, you've LOST YOUR RESPECT AS A CHRISTIAN. Real Christians don't believe in your Christianity! Christ doesn't believe in your Christianity! It's time for you to mean business for HIM. If you're not going to be a Christian, then don't march under the banner of a Christian. Take your flag down! Take down your sign. You must choose. Which do you love? Which way will you follow? Do you love Christ? Or do you love the world? Will you follow Christ? Or will you follow the world? Think it over. And DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

I want to remind you that down through the ages, individuals have had to make this choice. Moses made his choice, and what a wonderful choice it was! We read in the Book of Hebrews that he made his choice for the Lord Jesus Christ. Hebrews 11. "By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter." Friends, there are things that we must refuse, if we are going to walk with God. Moses refused high position in Egypt, the leading world power of that day. That would be hard to walk out on, wouldn't it? He turned his back on the things of the world. You say, "Well, it's hard. Yes, it was hard for Moses. But it isn't hard once you make your choice. Moses knew that PAY DAY was coming. Moses realized that worldliness would grieve the heart of the Lord. Moses knew that you couldn’t have the love of the world in your heart and the love of God at the same time. There is no room in the heart for two loves. A man can't love another woman and his wife at the same time. He can have an infatuation, but he can’t have love. That thing is definite.

Now Moses refused something. He refused to become the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. Make up your mind that there are some things you'll have to REFUSE if you WALK WITH JESUS. When my own children have a problem in which is involved a matter of choice, I just lay it before them, and I remind them that PAY DAY is coming on the other side. The Lord is watching our lives. This life isn't the end; this life isn't all. So many people do not REALIZE that this life isn't all. Even Christians can't seem to realize the ETERNITY of the life beyond. This life is only a beginning. In this life we have choices that bear directly on That Life Beyond.

Moses CHOSE to bear the affliction of the people of God rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. He made a CHOICE. Choose the way of the world or the way of Christ! Choose the broad road to destruction or the narrow way that leads to life! Choose the New Testament or choose the world's opinions! Think of Moses, this marvelous man, REFUSING, CHOOSING. What did he take? Affliction, with the people OF GOD. Friends, if we choose GOD'S side, we can expect the world to turn its back on us.

Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ as RICHES! He didn't just hang his head and say, "I've got to give this up," no sir! He held his head high. Moses ESTEEMED the reproach of Christ! He was willing and glad to bear shame for His Name's sake. He counted his choice as GREATER RICHES than Egypt afforded. God has the real riches! Oh, He has a payday for us, someday, on the Other Side. The man or the woman who hasn't played fair with God will be so ashamed that they had refused God's way. But the true Christian, who has chosen to live for Jesus, will be glad and radiant with joy! They will have the smile of the Lord because they gave up the world FOR HIM.

What was the secret of Moses’ choice? Here it is. "He had respect unto the recompense of the REWARD." In just plain, everyday language, He LOOKED TO PAYDAY. He got his eyes off this passing world and looked ahead to the time when he would have to STAND IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, the time when the Lord would go over his life, the time when he would be GLAD he gave up all for Jesus! As we go along, we realize we give up much for Jesus, but what a joy it is to go all the way WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

The day is coming. In Revelation 22:12, Jesus says, "Behold, I come quickly, and my REWARD is with Me, to give every man ACCORDING AS HIS WORK SHALL BE."

Let me tell you the story of a re​turned missionary. On his way home, he was looking forward to the wel​come he would receive. But when he came back home, he found that nobody cared. There was no one at the train station to meet him. There was no one at the church who showed any interest. His friends didn't seem to care that an old servant of God had come back home. Sorrowfully, with a broken heart, alone, he went to a hotel and got a room. He tossed and tum​bled all night, grieved that no one car​ed about him. Next day, he heard a band playing, and he looked down and saw a parade. There was a special car in the parade, and everyone was applauding the man in that car. He recognized the man as an old school​mate of his, who had become a military hero, very popular with the people. He had just returned home! The en​tire city turned out to greet him and pay him their honor.

As the missionary thought of the mission work to which he had given his life, he hung his head and said, "What's the use. You give your life as a mis​sionary in the hard circumstances of a foreign country to lead souls to Christ, and you come home and no one cares." Just then a glorious light filled the room, and he seemed to feel some Blessed Arms around his should​ers, and he heard a wonderful Voice, sweeter than any on earth, saying, "Son, you have forgotten one thing. You aren't Home yet." He said, "All right, Lord! I'll go on!"

Friends, we are coming Home, some​day. Over there, there IS Someone who cares when you give up something of this world for His sake, when you choose to walk with Him when others have a big time. God has kept an account of it all, and He cares. One day you will be glad you choose Jesus! Friend, keep your eyes fixed on that day ahead when you will stand UN​ASHAMED before your Saviour, for having lived for Him! Choose HIM. Live for HIM! Will you do it?
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