GOD’S MIGHTY CARE FOR HIS OWN
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Psalm 121

Friends, if you have your Bibles now, turn with me, please, to Psalm 121. We are going to speak today to the people of God on the subject, "God's Mighty Care For His Own." Now by "His Own" I mean those who really love Him, those who are saved, those who are really the people of God, and I am dedicating this broadcast of COMFORT, God's mighty CARE, to the sick friends and the shut‑in friends and to every CHRISTIAN who listens to this broadcast and who loves the Lord. I do not mean we are not interested in you friends who are not saved, but I hope that you will see WHAT YOU ARE MISSING, by not being saved, not having the mighty God to take care of you, as expressed in this Psalm.

In reading the Bible, there are two classes of people addressed, the saved and the unsaved. Again, sometimes Satan is addressed. We must designate to whom the Lord is speaking. It is never right for a Christian to appropriate to himself that which is written to an unsaved person. For instance, if you are a born again child of God, and you are sitting in an audience and a man is preaching on Hell, he is not referring to you, because you are not going​ there if you are a believer in Christ; if you are born of the Spirit of God.  God's people are not going to Hell; they are going to heaven. You will be listening from interest as to those who are lost, and your sympathy will go to the lost, but you won't apply that to yourself and get all frightened and upset, because you are a born again believer. And believing people, who love the LORD, are not going to Hell. So you have no right to apply that which is written to the unsaved, to yourself.

The opposite also is true. What is written to the saved is never to be applied to the unsaved. Sometimes at funeral services pastors read, for instance, John 14. "Let not your heart be troubled." Unsaved people sit out there and think, "Well, that applies to me. God says let not my heart be troubled." Well, God doesn't. God wrote that for CHRISTIANS. Your heart had BETTER be troubled, if you are unsaved, because you are lost. But I am not dealing with that group today. I am dealing with God's mighty care for HIS OWN, saved people.

Here is a passage of Scripture that doesn't have to do with the lost at all. No UNSAVED man has any part in this great Psalm, Psalm 121. I find each day, when I go to the Bible and read, it, for my own heart's comfort, I get a rich blessing. And I can't help but sit down and write out notes on it. So I have written out notes on what God gave me in Psalm 121. There are only eight verses, and it is God's mighty care for US who are His OWN.

I'd like to read, first of all, this Psalm. If you have your Bible open, you'll read with me.

I WILL LIFT UP MINE EYES UNTO THE HILLS FROM WHENCE COMETH MY HELP.

MY HELP COMETH FROM THE LORD, WHICH MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH.

HE WILL NOT SUFFER THY FOOT TO BE MOVED.

HE THAT KEEPETH THEE WILL NOT SLUMBER. BEHOLD, HE THAT KEEPETH ISRAEL SHALL NEITHER SLUMBER NOR SLEEP.

THE LORD IS THY KEEPER.

THE LORD IS THY SHADE UPON THY RIGHT HAND.

THE SUN SHALL NOT SMITE THEE BY DAY, NOR THE MOON BY 

NIGHT.

THE LORD SHALL PRESERVE THEE FROM ALL EVIL. HE SHALL PRESERVE THY SOUL.

THE LORD SHALL PRESERVE THY GOING OUT, AND THY COMING IN, FROM THIS TIME FORTH, AND EVEN FOREVERMORE.

There is a Psalm that is primarily written for Israel. Israel was the People of God, as you remember. Today, the Church of the Lord Jesus takes the place of Israel, as we find in the New Testament Scriptures. God's Word says what was written for the people of God of old, His promises, His way of taking care of them, is true of us today. They were written for our learning and for our admonition. So here is God's mighty care for His OWN. He never fails. God never changes in His attitude toward those who trust Him.

Now let's break it down. In this we find out what God is to us. We find seven things about God in this wonderful Psalm.

God Our Helper

First, we learn that THE LORD IS OUR HELPER. We read that in verse 2. The Psalmist says. "I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my HELP. My HELP cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth." Notice, there is not a question there. The Psalmist doesn't raise a question, "From whence cometh my help?" No, he says, "I will lift up my eyes to the hills"--- the eternal hills that GOD MADE---and realize that those steady hills, while I am transient and passing, are the work of GOD. And the SAME GOD that made those hills, MADE ME, and HE IS MY HELP. HE is my HELPER! So we have God here, our Helper. "My help cometh from the Lord." God is our Helper in every emergency, in all our need, and we are never helpless. We have an ALMIGHTY Helper. We need never be defeated. We need never be in despair. We need never be fearful that we'll go under. The One Who made the hills, the mountains, heaven and earth, certainly not only wants to help us, but CAN help us! He is AVAILABLE to help us. So whatever your condition is today, if you are a CHRISTIAN, if you've accepted the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and you love God and you love Christ, you really do, from your heart, and you're His child, then YOUR HELP COMETH FROM THE LORD. So don't worry about anything, but take it to the LORD, in prayer! So often we worry and take it to men.

You know, Philippians 4:6 and 7 says, "Don't worry about anything. Be anxious for nothing. But in ALL THINGS, by prayer and supplication, make known your request to--‑.”

The neighbor over the back fence? No.

To other Christians, even? No. There are times when we ought to do that. You remember that when Daniel was in trouble, he got together his friends and they prayed together, and then the answer came. I am not minimizing that. But, in the final analysis, your only help comes from the LORD.

So make known your requests unto the LORD, not to man, not even a preacher or an evangelist. Make known your requests to the LORD. Learn to depend on God, not on man. HE is our Helper in every emergency. Verse 2.

God Our Steadier

Next, God is our Steadier. He is the One who steadies us! Verse 3. Our Supporter, if you please. We are unmovable. Verse 3, "He will not suffer thy foot to be moved." Isn't that great? He is our Supporter, our Steadier. When the winds blast against us, when others would knock against us, when others would knock us off our feet, He is our Steadier in circumstances. We are safe from sudden surprises. We are fixed on the ROCK. We are "unsurprisable,” to coin a word. We are never to be taken off our feet. Our feet are on the right path, the way to heaven, and nothing, and no one, can move us off this path to the Path of Destruction. No sir, the man and the woman who are saved and trusting the LORD, have their feet planted upon a Rock. Unmovable! GOD IS YOUR SUPPORT. GOD IS YOUR STEADIER. God is the One who FOUNDED you. You are FIXED.

God Our Keeper

So in the latter part of verse 3, we have GOD OUR KEEPER. "He that KEEPETH thee will not slumber. Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.” He never sleeps. His Eye is upon you. So, we have our Keeper. He never slumbers, though we are not particularly aware of it. He is always alert, as a mother watches her child to keep the little thing from stumbling. Have you ever seen a daddy out walking his little boy, or little girl? It can't walk very well. It stumbles, and if it were not for the daddy holding its hand, it would fall. Well, God has us by the hand. He is watchful of our every footstep. His eyes never leave us, eyes of love and care and grace. As a mother bird watches her nest for the first suggestion of danger or approach of anything that would harm the nestlings, so God watches over us. As a mother in the night, yes, even more than a mother, for a mother must sleep. But even a mother is tuned to the baby's cry, and if the child so much as whimpers, the mother immediately is awake and goes over to her babe to help it in its time of need. But God doesn't even close His eyes, which means that He keeps His eye on us day and night. He is our Keeper. He neither slumbers nor sleeps. He stays up all night to watch over us while we sleep.

No wonder we have in the famous Psalm (isn't it Psalm 4?) "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep; for Thou only makest me to dwell in safety." While we sleep, God's eyes are open to watch over us.

God Our Comfort

Next, we have in verse 5, our Comfort. "The Lord is thy Keeper. The Lord is thy SHADE upon thy right hand." He is our Comfort in times of distress. The opposite of shade is sunshine. And believe me, if you think we have hot weather in our summertime, you ought to visit over yonder in the Syrian country where it really gets HOT, and where SHADE means everything! The Lord is "thy SHADE." We seek SHADE when we are in distress from the HEAT of the day. We seek shade for comfort, for relaxation, for renewal of energies, for reinvigoration of mind and body. GOD is that, to us! We get in the HEAT of the battle of life, the heat of the problems of life, problems of home, children, finances, health, all kinds of problems, that are like the beating of the sun's rays sapping our energies and strength. Where are we going to find SHADE to renew our energies? By coming to GOD. "HE is thy SHADE upon the right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day nor the moon by night,” when you have God for your shade. So it means constant renewal, constant invigoration, to meet the need.

Jesus had it in another word when He said, "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy‑laden, and I will give you rest." I will REFRESH you, literally. In His Presence, there is refreshment.

God Our Companion

Then, we have God as our constant Companion. He is thy shade upon thy right hand. Yes. One of the dangers of old age is the lack of companionship. But God is our constant Companion. He is at our right hand.

I just received a letter from a lady who told me of the Homecoming of her mother. She said, "My daddy is so very lonely." Well, here is the Answer. God is upon our right hand. He is the only One who can be our CONSTANT companion. Even our loved ones cannot be CONSTANTLY by our side. But He is ever close by our side. He is never far away. He is as near as bodily contact. He touches our right hand. He is upon it. Oh, the touch of His hand on mine! There is grace and power in the trying hour, in the touch of His hand on mine.

God Our Preserver

And then, He is our Preserver. We read in verse 7, "The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil. He shall preserve thy soul." Our Preserver. There is no loss. There is no decay or failure, no diminution, no destruction, because it is halted. He keeps us the same. Our youth is renewed like the eagles. He preserves from two things. First, from evil and harm and danger and hurt all of it. And then, He preserves our soul, our nephish. That means our life. Our true lives cannot be touched, or harmed, or destroyed, because He keeps our life in the hollow of His hand. Isn't that wonderful He is our PRESERVER!

God Our Bodyguard

Then finally, and I notice now that our time is running out, but let me get this to you. He is our divine Bodyguard and Perfect Safety. Verse 8: "The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in, from this time forth and even forevermore. He is the divine Bodyguard, the One who guards our body, soul and spirit.

Notice, He preserves our going out. When we arise in the morning and go out, He goes with us. Yes, He even goes BEFORE us, to prepare the way, as Jesus said, "He putteth forth His own sheep and goeth before them."

And then, He walks with us all during the day to protect us as our Bodyguard. He searches out our path.

And then, we read that He preserves our coming in. When we come in the evening, in all the activities of

the day, every hour and minute of our lives, He KEEPS us, and this is not for just a day or a month or a year, but FOREVERMORE---ETER​NALLY. He will never give up His job. He will be our Bodyguard for​ever! Isn't that wonderful?

The President of the United States is never allowed to go out by himself. He always has a bodyguard. When he plays golf, they tell me that body​guards swarm over that golf course looking around in the woods and every​where, to protect the President of the United States. When he goes into a city, they go ahead and mark out the path and look out for enemies. They watch our President.

GOD is that to us! He is our Divine Bodyguard. No wonder, then, He says to us, "Fear not." Fear not, ye saints of God, there's nothing to worry about, nothing to make you feel afraid, noth​ing to make you doubt. Why? Because GOD says He'll PRESERVE US, for​evermore!

Well, isn't that wonderful? I hope you know the Lord, and that these words are a comfort to you and that you've taken God for what He is, and you're enjoying His mighty care. If not, trust Him today as your Saviour. May we be ashamed, if we are "anxi​ous" about anything, when this Mighty God is looking after us!
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