GOD’S GOOD NEWS---A DIVINE REVELATION

Jesse M. Hendley

Romans 1:16-17

Let us turn again to the Book of Romans. Romans is the heart of the Bible because it gives so plainly the Plan of Salvation. And the heart of Romans is the teaching of God's righteousness for unrighteous men. This was the great question that Job raised. "How can a man be just before God? How can a man be righteous in the eyes of God?" The answer is that God DECLARES men righteous when they put their FAITH in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now who is the man God calls righteous? How MUCH is that man righteous in the eyes of God?

Romans 1:16 and 17. Here is the key verse. Paul introduces the Plan of God. (I am reading from the Revised Version). "For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For therein is revealed the righteousness of God from faith unto faith, as it is written (in Habakkuk 2:4), The righteous shall live by faith." Paul says he is not disappointed in "The Gospel." The subject of Romans is the Gospel, the Good News that God has made the way whereby unrighteous men shall be righteous and come into His Presence. That is Good News! If you tell me that because I am a sinner, that God has made arrangements whereby that can all be done away and I can come into His Presence uncondemned and live with Him throughout eternity, that is Good News. That is the Gospel. That IS the Good News.

Now the Gospel brings SAFETY from the consequences of our sin. We don't have to go to Hell. We don't have to taste of judgment. There IS no judgment for us for we are SAVED, SAFE, by the grace of God. Who is saved? Verse 16: "Everyone that believeth." That means every one that has faith. Nothing is said about feelings. Nothing is said about experiences. He said, if you turn yourself over to the Lord Jesus Christ, believing He died for you on Calvary, then you are saved. The Good News is YOURS. You have nothing to worry about.

Now verse 17. "For therein (that is, in the Gospel) is revealed a righteousness of God." Now there is nothing like this in human history. This is a revelation. A Revelation is something man cannot know apart from God bringing it to Him. He cannot figure it out. The great philosophers have proven that. I was reading one of the early leaders of the Christian Church, said to be the greatest preacher of the first five centuries. He was preaching about the FOLLY of the wisdom of the philosophers. You hear a lot about the classics today, about Plato and Aristotle and the other philosophers. Well, here was a preacher who knew all about Plato and his teachings. He called attention to the fact that those old philosophers never did find God nor the way sinners could be saved, BY REASONING.

God says He has made FOOLISH the wisdom of men. That includes all the philosophers, human reasoning apart from divine revelation. The philosophers never have found God. You go from the Bible to the writings of the philosophers, and it's like going from the sunlight into a cave lit only by a flickering candle. The great LIGHT is the Word of God. This Good News, this Plan of Salvation through faith in Christ, IS THE DIVINE REVELATION! IT CAME FROM GOD.

Therein is revealed the righteousness of God. Now that is what we want to know! How is a man going to be righteous before God? How can a man stand in His Presence without being condemned for sin, being sent to Hell, banished from His Holy Presence? The answer is that GOD HIMSELF HAS MADE THE WAY OF ESCAPE. And that way of escape is HIS OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS.

That does not mean simply God's BEING RIGHTEOUS. It is that HE DECLARES HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, UPON A MAN WHO HAS FAITH IN JESUS. Now that is the Gospel in a nutshell. The man who has faith in Jesus IS JUST AS RIGHTEOUS AS GOD IS, and God DECLARES him so at His judgment bar. Isn't that a wonderful thing? The Great Judge, declares us righteous, instead of condemned.

This righteousness is "from faith unto faith." That means it is of faith from beginning to end. Not of works. Not of feeling. Not of emotion. Not of vision. Not of religious duty. It is simply FAITH, faith in JESUS. When you put your trust in Jesus, saying, "God, I am putting my faith in Jesus, turning myself over to Him to take care of me for time and eternity," that minute you are declared RIGHTEOUS by God. Your condemnation is gone. It is now on Jesus, not on you. You are no longer a sinner in the eyes of God. You are righteous in His eyes. RIGHTEOUS means absolutely perfect in His eyes, without a flaw. Why? Because CHRIST completely dealt with your sins on the Cross; and when your sins are laid over on Him, you are completely free from the guilt and penalty; you are AS RIGHTEOUS, in God's eyes, AS THE LORD JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF. Your sins cannot be upon you and upon Christ at the same time. Now you are righteous when you simply put your faith in Him.

You say, "Now hold on, Preacher. That's a mighty bold statement" Yes, I know that. I am trembling as I tell you that. That's the most wonderful thing I know! It is the greatest question I know.

Second Corinthians 5:21. He Who knew no sin was made to be sin for us (on our behalf), that we might become the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD, IN HIM." So the minute you accept JESUS as your SAVIOUR, in God's eyes you are as right as Jesus is right. You are DECLARED right.

Romans is a legal book. It speaks of sins as DEBTS. Thank God, on the Cross Jesus PAID OUR DEBTS TO GOD, all of them, and we get RIGHTEOUSNESS by His death on the Cross. This is not something you "feel," nor "buy." It is the GIFT of God to you!

Romans 5:17. I cannot measure the peace this passage has brought to my own soul. "If by the trespass of the one (that is, Adam) death reigned through the one (that is, Adam), much more shall they that receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the One even Jesus Christ." Notice, we are to RECEIVE the gift of righteousness. It is a GIFT God gives to every person who puts faith in Jesus Christ. It's a gift. Have you ever reached out to God to receive it? Have you ever said to God, "Righteousness is something I could never earn? I could never stand, in my own self, in Thy Presence. Thou sayest that all my righteousness, the best I can do, are as filthy rags in Thy sight. Thou sayest that even the angels are charged with folly. And the stars are not pure in Thy sight, it is written in the Book of Job. So absolutely HOLY art Thou that I could never stand, nor could anybody who has ever lived, in Thy sight uncondemned. But, Father, THOU HAST SAID Jesus died FOR ME on the Cross, and He so completely identified Himself with me that He took ALL MY DEBT, ALL MY GUILT, ALL MY PUNISHMENT, IN MY PLACE. And Thou hast said I get everything that belongs to Him‑--His standing, His righteousness, His perfection, His purity, His perfect holiness. It is mine, exchanged at the Cross! Lord, I RECEIVE THY GIFT. I take Thee at Thy Holy Word. I ACCEPT THY GIFT of righteous standing in Thine eyes." Friends that is what is meant by receiving the righteousness of God.

A Scotch minister (this is a true story) was about to enter his pulpit when word was brought to him that an aged highlander, a Christian, lay dying. Though there were only minutes to spare, the minister went to the man's house. He said, "I have only four minutes. Do yon think you could tell me in that time how you were converted?" The dying man replied, "I can tell you in two minutes. When I was sixty years of age, the Lord Jesus said to me, ‘I'll exchange with you'." The minister said, "Exchange with you? What did you give Him?" The dying man said, "I gave Him all my years of sin, and my sinful heart; and He gave me in return His Righteousness."

I say to you that that dying man knew what thousands of professing Christians do not know. As I travel up and down the land in revival meetings, I meet thousands of Christians who never SEE CLEARLY the Plan of Salvation that we hand over our sins to Jesus to bear on the Cross, by simple faith.

Paul quotes from Habakkuk 2:4. "It is written, the righteous shall live by faith." Now when God says a man SHALL LIVE, it means he is coming to heaven. It means eternal life. Now who ARE the righteous? They are the people who know they are not perfect. There has been only ONE perfect Person. So if only perfect people are going to Heaven, HE would be the only One there. Who are the righteous? They are the people who live BY FAITH. Faith in what? Faith IN THE LORD JESUS; faith in Christ for your salvation? 

Do you see it, beloved? Do you see that God doesn't ask a thing of you but faith in Christ for your salvation? If you are saved, just do what that old dying highlander did, EXCHANGE WITH JESUS. Give Him your sins, and receive His righteousness. God wants you to have it as a GIFT. Will you kneel and receive HIM, and the Gift of righteousness, today? Will you do it?
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