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Isaiah 55

Friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me now to Isaiah 55. This is one of the great chapters of the Bible. I have received such a rich blessing in my meditation of this chapter that I thought I would like to pass on to you friends some thoughts that might be helpful and encouraging to you in your life.

There are two verses I want to call your particular attention to and apply them unto us today. Remember, the Prophet Isaiah is called "The Evan​gelical Prophet." He has so many truths about Jesus, the Son of God, the Messiah. Isaiah is so evangelistic, so spiritual, so like the New Testament. Isaiah's writings are more like the New Testament perhaps than any oth​er portion of the Bible and are there​fore a great blessing to the child of God. I thank God for the study of it and I hope that it will be a rich bless​ing to you and perhaps stimulate you to get for yourself some of the rich treasures of this Book.

I want to speak to you now on THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD TO HIS WORD. The longer I live, the more I realize that the Word of God is our connecting link with the Living God and makes all the things of the spiritual life real and vital! I am always trying to tell people to study THE BIBLE, to read THE BIBLE, love THE BIBLE, meditate on THE BIBLE, love THE BIBLE. But somehow or other it seems that there is an awful power that tries to KEEP us from the reading and studying of the Word of God. We need to realize what God's Word MEANS to us today, our connecting link with the Living God.

I am lifting out of Isaiah 55 a text, simply to consider it and focus our at​tention on it. Verses 10 and 11. It has to do with THE WORD of God and God's FAITHFULNESS to His Word. Now listen. "For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, SO SHALL MY WORD BE, that goeth forth OUT OF MY MOUTH. It shall not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."

God is speaking about HIS WORD. The theme, then, of these two verses is THE WORD OF GOD. By the way, the theme of this entire chapter is the Word of God and God's Faithfulness to His Word.

This is a very important thing, as we read about it here. "So shall MY WORD be that goeth forth out of My Mouth." Whatever God SAYS, then, He is GO​ING TO DO. That is the thought we have here. The FAITHFULNESS of God to His WORD!

The main application here is to Is​rael, the nation. Not to the Church, but to Israel. Of course, things written aforetime were written for our learn​ing; and God's faithfulness to His promises to Israel, to His Word given to Israel, means that God will be faith​ful to His Word as found also in the NEW Testament, given to US as believ​ers in the New Testament Covenant. If God was faithful to His promises to His people Israel in the Old Testa​ment, then He will be faithful to us in the New Testament Covenant.

God promised Israel---in spite of her backslidings and sins---that He was going to BLESS her. And this WORD that God speaks of here, "So shall My Word be, that goeth forth out of My Mouth," is a reassurance to Israel that He will KEEP His promise. It refers to the preceding chapter, chapter 54, beginning with verse 11.

Now let me read what God had said to Israel, what He said He was going to do for them (it begins with verse 11). God promises that He will take care of them and restore them to their land and to rich blessing. "O thou af​flicted (He speaks of His people Is​rael), tossed with the tempest and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colors and lay thy foundations with sapphires. I will make thy windows of agates and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones. And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children. In righteousness shalt thou be established. Thou shalt be far from oppression, and thou shalt not fear, and from terror for it shall not come near thee. Behold, they shall surely gather together, but not by Me. And whosoever shall gather together against thee shall fall, for thy sake. Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire and bringeth forth an instrument for his work, and I have created the waster to destroy." Now listen! "No weapon that is formed against thee shall pros​per, and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righte​ousness is OF ME, saith the Lord."

There is a wonderful statement, a statement to Israel. She is backslidden. She disobeyed God's Word and God's punishments have been upon her by sending her into captivity. But in the captivity, God says, "I am not through with you. I will punish My people, but I will not utterly leave them, and I will bring you back to Myself. I am going to fulfill My Word toward you." Notice how God speaks to His afflicted people in the midst of their sins. In the midst of their backslidings and apostasy GOD STILL LOVES THEM, and He says to them, "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue that shall rise against thee (to judge thee) thou shalt con​demn." This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord! "You are still MY SERVANTS, even though you have failed in a measure. You are still My servants. And as for your righteous​ness, if other nations remind Me that you have sinned, I will remind them that your righteousness is OF ME, saith the Lord. I am your righteous​ness. I will take care of you. I will defend you. I will bring you back to Myself. I will bless you and your chil​dren back in the land."

Now that is the word that God pro​mised Israel, and God KEEPS His promises. Israel didn't DESERVE this at all. She didn't deserve God to say, "0 thou afflicted, tossed with the tempest and not comforted, I'm going to bring you back to your land, and I'm going to bless your children and settle you there in security and safe​ty, and nobody is going to afflict you anymore, and that is My promise to you." She didn't deserve it, but God made that promise to her. And God keeps His promises.

So that is what He is referring to, here in verse 11: "So shall My Word be, that goeth out of My Mouth." There are three things we learn here about GOD'S WORD. The first thing is THE VITALITY OF THE WORD OF GOD. Its life-giving properties and powers. God's Word HAS POWER! That is why I try to get people to read the Word of God. I try to tell people that I HAVE FOUND GOD in the Bible. I have found Him IN HIS WORD, by READ​ING it, by MEDITATING on it, by making it a part of my SOUL. I can testify to the truth of this statement. God's Word is VITAL! It is LIFE-giv​ing. It is life-SUSTAINING. Oh, the VITALITY of the Word of GOD.

In verse 10 God says that His Word is "As the rain" and "As the snow." "As the RAIN cometh down and the SNOW from heaven, so shall My Word be." God's Word then is to be likened as to rain and as to snow. What about that? It means that it has LIFE-GIV​ING VITALITY.

You travel out yonder in the deserts of America. You move out yonder to the far west and see that desert coun​try of New Mexico and Arizona and Nevada, and you'll see it brown and burned and parched and hot. You will see very little vegetation. It is pitiful beyond words. All that land NEEDS is WATER! If you can IR​RIGATE it, it becomes beautiful. I remember coming into Phoenix, Arizo​na, and looking down over Phoenix, right in the middle of the desert. All of a sudden you come to the city and you see greenery all around. You see plots of vegetables and gardens producing for man. You find orange groves. You see irrigation ditches, for there are three great dams up in the mountains that feed that desert-city and make it rich and fertile. RAIN HAS LIFE-GIVING PROPERTIES. And so has SNOW. You see rain com​ing down, but you think little of what it would MEAN if we DIDN'T HAVE rain. It would mean FAMINE. You read sometimes about areas in Asia stricken with FAMINE, millions of people facing starvation, because of DROUGHT and LACK OF RAIN or SNOW. WATER has life-giving power. Without it, things dry up. The result is death.

Now GOD'S WORD has vitality, has life-giving powers and properties. If we PREACH GOD'S WORD it will do its work. And the business of the PREACHER is simply to PREACH THE WORD. We are messenger boys. We are to give out the WORD. Our business is not to worry about the harvest. We are only to give the Word. God is the God of the harvest. God says He will be FAITHFUL to His Word.

So we have the vitality of the Word, and God's Word WATERS DRY SOULS and MAKES SPIRITUAL LIFE TO SPRING UP IN THE HEART. And then the bud, and then the bread, that feeds the soul. That is what God's Word does. The VITALITY of the Word of God, the LIFE-GIVING pow​er of what God SAYS, will bless the souls of people and bring them out of spiritual drought into wonderful luxurious spiritual growth and sus​tenance and satisfaction for the SOUL.

We praise God for the privilege over the years, over the air and in our evangelistic campaigns, of GIVING OUT GOD'S WORD. We want to praise Him today that at the very beginning of our ministry we took these two verses, believing God would honor His Word, and He certainly has done far beyond what we ever dreamed.

The second thing God says about His Word (not only its vitality) is that it ACCOMPLISHES something. What does it do? Two things: " ... . give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater."

The first thing God wants His Word to do is to accomplish that which will LEAD TO FURTHER PROPAGATION. The OBJECT of the Word is to GIVE SEED to the sower. God wants the in​dividual sower, the individual Chris​tian, the individual child of God, to have SEED TO GIVE OUT. As we preach the Word of God, and as Chris​tians hear it, they are stirred by the Word. There is given into their hand SEED, to disperse in a broader way ov​er the face of the earth! That is God's plan for His Word: it is to be dispersed all over the WORLD. SEED, for PRO​PAGATION. The very Word of God, GIVEN OUT, multiplies itself! It is received in the heart, and then is given out to OTHERS, and others give it out to OTHERS. That is God's plan that the WORLD may hear it. It is NOT God's plan to have great "evangelistic cam​paigns." Never in the Word of God have I found anything like that. God's plan is that His Word go out to in​dividual Christians, that THEY be stirred, that THEY give it out to oth​ers, and that THEY in turn give it out to others, until the WHOLE WORLD is COVERED with the precious Seed of God's Word, until every mind has heard the Truth, until every soul has RE​CEIVED it, to the ends of the earth!

THAT is God's plan. And if you and I, AS INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS, feed on the Word ourselves and do not remember that God has given us the responsibility to PROPAGATE it, that God has given us that Truth only to GIVE IT OUT, then, my friends, we are FAILING GOD. God help us to​day! How many people sit in church every Sunday morning, their whole ob​ject being just to be fed, themselves! They want the preacher to stand up there and give them God's Word, and they feed on it, and they go their way.

They do not sense their responsibility to others! They do not GIVE OUT that truth that they learned in Sunday School and Church and from their own study of the Bible! Beloved friends, such a soul dries up and with​ers. We FAIL God, and we fail His PURPOSE, when we fail to GET HIS MESSAGE OUT to those who need it.

The first object then of God's Word is to GIVE SEED TO THE SOWER; give the individual Christian something TO GIVE OUT.

The next thing is "bread to the eat​er." It is Satisfaction to the soul who receives it. BREAD! The human soul cannot be sustained and satisfied on the reading of the things of this world! Only THE WORD OF GOD is BREAD. JESUS is BREAD. THE BIBLE is BREAD for the Soul, and it SUS​TAINS our spiritual life. No wonder there are so many anemic Christians; they do not FEED UPON THE WORD OF GOD. And you and I will become anemic and sick and unable spiritually if we do not FEED on the Word. It is NOT ENOUGH simply that we hear it. We must get it into our souls, digest it, make it a PART of ourselves, and live it, before we can give it out. All of that is in this statement.

Now the last thing: the assurance God gives us that His Word WILL NOT FAIL. "So shall My Word be that goeth forth out of My Mouth. It shall not re​turn unto Me void, but it shall accom​plish that which I please and shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." God assures us, solemnly, here and elsewhere in the Bible, that if we feed on His Word, and give it out, and feed on it, and give it out, and feed on it, and give it out, GOD'S WORD WILL ACCOMPLISH SOMETHING. It will accomplish that whereunto He SENT it. He will Fulfill His Word if we will only READ it, FEED on it, and GIVE IT OUT and become SOWERS of the Seed of God's Word. "Eaters" of the Word and "Sowers" of the Seed of God's Word.

We can't do that unless we FEED ON IT DAILY. Let us give ourselves to the Word of God, and then let us give it to OTHERS.

Thank you, friends, for your prayers and gifts that help us to SOW THE SEED of the Word of God through this broadcast. God bless you for it.
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