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II Chronicles 16:9

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to II Chronicles 16:9. It’s a wonderful, wonderful verse. If you haven't memorized it, you will want to. It's wonderful because of its truth and because of what it really means to the person who honestly seeks God and desires to walk with Him. By seeking Him, I mean one's heart turned to​ward God.

"For the eyes of the Lord run (speed of thought) to and fro throughout the whole earth (God is looking over the four corners of the earth) to shew himself strong in behalf (protection, care defense) of them whose heart (the inner being, not outward religion) is perfect toward Him. "A statement about the condition of the people on whom He can bestow His blessings. In a world of danger, how wonderful to know the Lord is at work on my behalf. He is looking after me.

"Idols"

We are talking about God and His eyes. He sees. We have a LIVING God. He is alive now as I write. He is not a dead idol that many people wor​ship that can't see, can't hear, can't talk, and can't act. Isn't that ridiculous. How can a human mind do this to God? Oh, there is a very clear answer. An idol can't really hurt you. It is not alive, so there is no judgment. You can live any way you want to and it will be all right. Some people do that today. They plan their sins for the weekend, and then they go to church on Sunday and make confession, all the while planning their disobedience next weekend. 

"Perfect Heart"

If you are among these people whose heart is "perfect toward God", then you have God strong on your behalf. You have God looking after you and it is wonderful. A perfect heart means you put God in all your thoughts and plans. You take Him with you and keep Him in mind at home, at school, on the job, during vacation, yes, "in ALL your thoughts"! Do you?

I started out 63 years ago believing that God would look after me if I would seek to put Him first in my life and I have sought to do it. I'm not talking about living a perfect life. I haven't. I regret that I haven't lived closer to the Lord, but my heart was "toward Him" and He knew it, and I knew it.

When your heart is "toward Him", God Almighty loves that because "the true worshippers shall worship the Fa​ther in Spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him" (John 4:23.) I'm afraid that He does not have many to satisfy His great heart and love Him first in every part of life. 

"Yahweh's Eyes"

Yahweh's eyes. The word "Lord" is Yahweh. That is His personal name, the name He wants to be remembered by according to Exodus 3. It means "The ETERNAL ONE." He has eyes. Can God see? Yes. Spirit Beings as God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the holy angels all see, feel, know and act more fully than any human on earth. God sees everything. He knows every​thing.

You say, "Well, how can you believe in a God like that?" I look at the sun in the sky. I don't think man made the sun or keeps it burning, a great furnace. Do you? It gets hot but not too hot. It gets cold but not too cold. Who is keeping the thermostat? Men? Of course not! If He can make the sun, then He can see everything that is going on down here. If he made human beings, then He can see us. If He is a Spirit and created a material world, then He can see that which He created.

I don't have any trouble about the eyes of God, about the living God. Somebody is living Who is bigger than men, Who created it all and controls it all. I believe that. I think it is intelligent to do so. I think it is very unintelligent to take the opposite position, to deny this Living Being, to enjoy His bless​ings and ignore Him.

"Running"

The Lord's eyes "run to and fro throughout the whole earth." That means that God is running to and fro throughout the entire earth. We marvel how fast spacecrafts orbit the earth. They have tremendous speed. God's eyes are faster. God's eyes run, which means God's knowledge is fast. He is cognizant of everything that is going on all over the world (in office buildings, in the homes, on the streets, in motels, in the automobiles, underground). The

Bibles says, "Nothing is hidden from the eyes of God with Whom we have to do." If you live in the light of that fact, it will revolutionize your life.

There are no true atheists. People know that there is a God, but in order to sin they won't admit it. So they just say that He isn't there, but He is all the time.

"Our Thoughts"

Yahweh's eyes go about eagerly and quickly. In one second God surveys the whole earth, everybody and their thoughts. There are five billion people. In less than a second God knows the thoughts of everybody, constantly, all around the clock.

God's Word says that believers are indwelt by the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (John 14). He lives inside of us. My picture is of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit sitting in my mind (in spirit) and watching every thought and every plan walking by. "Thou understandeth my thoughts afar off,” said the Psalmist. He knew that. What a revelation. I have quoted that Scrip​ture for many years, but it has become so real to me lately.

The living God is constantly inside. That is why He says He "desires truth in the inward parts, in the hidden parts" (not hidden to Him, but hidden to others). We try to hide our thoughts from ourselves and say that we didn't think those things. God knows the truth.

God's eyes run over the entire globe, over all the continents, over all the nations (nearly 160 different nations in the United Nations), over all the geo​graphical positions: cities, villages, deserts, nomads, tents, houses, auto​mobiles, business offices. God knows everything that is going on. He sees it. He sees what we are doing and think​ing.

"Show Himself Strong"

He does that "to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
 towards him." His eyes are constantly watchful to protect those whose heart is perfect toward him. To show himself strong means to use ones strength to support somebody, to assist. Isn't it wonderful to know that God is looking after me?

When you receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour, God will underwrite you for eternity. He says, "I will take care of you forever if you really want Me." All we can give Him is a want to. When we do, He does the rest.

Notice that not everybody qualifies for God's care. God's eyes constantly run over the entire earth to find human beings "whose hearts are perfect to​ward Him" to take care of them. That doesn't mean that you are perfect in your thoughts or in your life. That perfection is not attained in the world. We seek for it. We seek to live as close to God as we can. It grieves us when we think wrong, speak wrong, or do wrong. But, thank God, the blood atonement of Jesus has paid for it for the believer who loves God and Christ, has yielded to God and Christ, and lives for God and Christ in proof that He loves them. God is looking especially at one class of people on this earth, a minority whose hearts are perfect toward Him." The word perfect means complete or sound toward God, seeking Him with all the heart. Jeremiah 29:13, "And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart. " 

"Omniscient"

I'll be giving you several Scripture verses on God who sees all and knows everything. What does God see? What does God know about the world, about me, about heaven? We call Him omni​scient, which comes from two Latin words, which mean to know all. Omni means all---science means to know. The All-knower. He sees everything and knows everything.

That is the way it will be on the Day of Judgment. God will not need any wit​nesses on that day. He already knows everything. He knows whether or not we are telling the truth. He knows what we have done and what we haven't done. At the judgment of the unsaved, there won't be a word to be said to an unsaved person. A movie of his life will be put on the screen: everything he ever did in secret will be revealed. But the fact that he rejected Christ all the times he heard the Gospel, and contin​ued to live without repenting of sins and turning to Christ, is coming out at that Great White Throne Judgment of the unsaved. He will be mute, totally silent, condemned. He will try to hide but won't be able to. God says that people will call for the rocks to fall on them to hide them from the face of God. Thank God, when you repent of your sins and put your trust in Christ Who paid for your sins with His blood, you will not come into judgment. Christ took your judgment on the cross. Why will you continue to reject Him?

Now for the Christian, the Lord sees your life and my life too. Not the sins, but my life as a Christian after I have believed on Christ, is coming out at the Judgment Seat of Christ. All my life is going to be revealed. My works and my motives will be revealed. It will be absolutely truthful. That makes life very serious for each of us who are believers. It makes life very important and very wonderful. We have an im​mense privilege and opportunity to live for Jesus every day and every hour, to pray and read His Word, to witness for Him and to seek to win somebody else to Him. As born again Christians, we are left in this world as witnesses for the Lord Jesus. How much of this we have done, or failed His Word to be His witnesses, will make a great difference then.

"Sin Destroys"

In Genesis 6:8 we read, "But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. " Before the flood, there was iniquity all over the earth. Sin abounded over the world. It made God angry, not in the sense of someone getting mad and hit​ting somebody, but in the sense that unborn generations were being cor​rupted. There would have been no hope for the race if He hadn't cleaned it out like you quarantine cholera. If a person has cholera and you don't put that person off to one side and isolate him from others, he will spread that disease to his entire family and soon the entire community will be infected. That is the reason God sent the flood. God judges to stop the progress of sin that corrupts and destroys human lives.

God is against sin, but He is not against us. He is “for us” (Romans 8:31). He gave His Son to die for us. Watch the news at night. Look at your own heart and life. Some of you are in trouble right now because of your sins. This is going on everywhere. This is hurting the world. I'm glad that I can live to try to help people to see that to get right with God is the answer to their problems. That doesn't mean that you won't ever get sick or die. That is the plan of God. But it does mean that God will be with you and bring you to heaven to live with Him forever. He will take care of you now and forever. 

"Noah"

In Noah's day, God was going to destroy the world because people had corrupted themselves. "Every imagina​tion of his (man's) heart was only evil continually" (Genesis 6:5). Does that sound like today? Didn't Jesus say, "But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be"? He surely did. But God saved the race. He found one man and his family that he could save out of the whole human race. The crowd is going to hell. You will have to go with the minority group if you want to go to heaven. It is the "few" that travel "the narrow way" to heaven. "The many," Jesus said, travel the "broad road" to hell. Noah and his family were in the minority. Only eight people were spared from the flood.

Did God arbitrarily pick Noah? Did He say, "I have to save the human race and all of them are corrupt, so I'll pick out one man and his family, drown the rest of them, and begin a new world"? Oh, no. Genesis 6:9 says, "Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God." So we don't have God picking a man out of the whole human race.

Some people teach that God does it all and some say that man does it all. The truth is that we are partners. I must have a heart "toward God". I must want God, admire God, see He loves me enough to give His Son to pay for my sins and give me salvation. He does it, but only as I want Him to. He will not override my will and my desire.

In the five points of Calvinism, they use the word TULIP. The "I" stands for inability. A person, Calvinists say, is unable to do anything about being saved. But, my friends, God condemns men who do not believe and saves men who do believe. So the responsibility to believe rests on every human being. God will not be blamed for any soul that goes to hell. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). A person must be​lieve in his heart on Jesus' sacrifice for sins to be saved.

Why are most people unsaved and going to hell? They make the choice. Noah, before the days of the flood, made a choice. His choice was to walk with God. He saw the sin, the awful penalty of sin, and the results of sin. If you haven't seen it, God help you. Look at your newscast and your own heart and life. See the broken homes. See the children mutilated, the incest, the wife beating, the child molestation, and the murder. Where does all this come from? Sinful human hearts, not God, not heaven. We make a choice. We are going down with the majority of people in sin to hell or we are going to walk with the minority of people (like Noah) with God and are going to heaven. God help us all.

I have made my choice. I'm walking with God. I'm not saying that I am perfect. Noah was not perfect. He got drunk and there were consequences for his drunkenness. But the main bent of Noah's life was that he loved God and walked with God. When the flood came, Noah was spared the judgment of the flood while the rest of the world drowned.

"Walking with God"

Noah was one man who walked with God in the midst of corruption. What a profound thought that a man on earth can walk, live, breathe, talk, think, and act with God. "God with us,---Emmanuel." How many people do you know who are Christians and this is true about them? There was one before the flood---Noah.

When you walk with someone, you are by his side. You keep in step with him, not lagging behind or going ahead. The idea of walking with someone is the idea of communication, fellowship, and enjoying one another's presence.

"Noah walked with God." "Enoch walked with God." When I read about those two men in the early days of the history of the world, I say. "Lord, I want to be a man today who walks with You." How many people do you know who are living for God and walking with Him every minute, every hour, every second, putting God first in their lives?

"Perfect"

"Noah was a righteous man and per​fect in his generations." The word "perfect" in Hebrew does not carry with it the sense of absolute perfection as God is perfect or as we will be in heaven like angels and heavenly beings. It means complete or mature toward God, a mature, godly man. I want to be like Noah.

"Israel"

Deuteronomy 11:12 is one of the most important passages, particularly today when Israel is constantly in the news. Many, many people in the United States, Canada, and England have befriended the Jew, largely because of our faith in the Word of God in the past days. Now that faith is rapidly diminishing. That is one of the signs of the Lord's return because He said, "When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:8). But we have believed in Israel as the people of God because the Bible teaches that and we have been a Bible believing people. We believe that God has blessed Israel. In my teaching about Israel, I cover the whole scope of these things, as revealed in the Bible. I know that Israel is headed for trouble. I know that two-thirds of the people in the Holy Land will be cut off and die. Only one-third will be brought through the fire. God is going to bring all nations against Jerusalem who will try to wipe them out.

He sent the prophets to them and they hardened their hearts and stoned the prophets. Jesus said, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the proph​ets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, ye shall not see me hence​forth, till ye shall say, blessed is he that cometh in the name of the LORD" (Matthew 23:37-39).

God sent His Son. Israel said, "No," and rejected Him. "He came unto his own, and his own received him not" (John l: 11), then He turned to the Gen​tiles. Israel has suffered like nobody else ever since that day till this hour and her future suffering is going to be greater. The Time of Jacob's Trouble is ahead. God says in the Book of Ezekiel that He is going to bring her through the fire and refine her like silver is refined to get rid of the dross and only a godly remnant of Israel is going to be saved. 

"Arab-Israeli Conflict"

I laid that out because a lot of people today say that God is not fair about the Arab---Jewish situation. Some people take a position that God gave the land to Israel and do not see that Israel does not deserve the land and that God evicted her from A.D. 70 to 1948 when she was scattered among the nations like God prophesied in the Old Testament Scriptures. And He has brought her back in the land in unbelief as God said in the Book of Ezekiel, which is a sure sign of the soon return of Christ. Israel will possess the land in the future. (Isaiah 60).

The hatred of the Arabs for the Jews is mentioned in the Book of Obadiah. The Arabs and Jews are brothers, de​scendents from the same father, Abraham, the father of Ishmael and Isaac. What a tremendous thing to go back and see what God's plan is.

But when you are thinking about the Arab people, remember, they rejected Christ. Today many worship Mohammed. They are worshipping a man. They are not worshipping God. Christ is God.

All the so-called great religions of the earth that reject Christ are as lost as lost can be because "no man comes to the Father but through His Son" and through Christ's blood atonement. Christ alone died for the sins of the world and not anyone else. He is the only way. All the nations of the earth that reject Christ are headed for judgment. God punished Israel, though they were His covenant people, because they walked away from Him. He has brought them back to the land in unbelief, but God loves that land.

"God Sees Israel"

In Deuteronomy 11:12 we see that God sees the land of Israel. "A land which the LORD thy God careth for the eyes of the LORD thy God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year." When God looks at this earth geographically and religiously, He sees the land of Israel as His land that He has given to His people above all other lands.

I made a study of Jerusalem and the Holy Land all the way through the Bible. Take a concordance and find out where it speaks about the land of Israel throughout the Bible. It takes some reading.

God says there is a land on this earth that His eyes are always upon.
He didn't say America. He has blessed America more than any other nation and I wonder if we appreciate it. I'm terribly afraid that the goodness of God in a small number of casualties of the last war had as its object to lead us to repentance, but I don't see or hear much about repenting on the part of the people of America. "The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance. " It seems to me that the American people are going on in their sins. They have not taken the dirty, ugly shows off the television or out of the movies. They have not taken the pornographic litera​ture off the racks. We prayed, "Lord give us peace. Send our boys back in peace. We don't want our boys to get killed." But we didn't say anything about changing our lives or getting right with God. War is a judgment of God the Bible tells us.

God never takes His eyes off the Holy Land. That means it is special to Him. That is particularly true because God gave that land to the nation of Israel. She didn't deserve to stay in the land, and because of her sins, God removed her out of the land and cast her among the nations. He warned her that He would do that in Deuteronomy 28. God promised to bless them if they kept His Word, and to curse them if they dis​obeyed Him and to scatter them among the nations where they would be miser​able. But God's eyes are still on the land and on the people.

"Sin"

God is not partial. He doesn't care for the sins of the Jews any more than the sins of the Arabs. He doesn't like the sins of a Christian any more than the sins of a non-Christian. We are not saved by our sins or our sinlessness or by our performance. God says that everybody is bad, "There is none that doeth good, no not one" (Romans 3:12) God sums it up. You can argue with God about it, but you are going to see Him when you meet Him and you won't say a word in your defense. Your sins will become so disgusting to you. Those who commit adultery, drink, live immoral lives and are disobedient to God are one day going to be sick of them​selves and sick of their sins when they see God. They will be like Job, "Mine eyes seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes" (Job 42:5-6). The day is coming when a man must abhor himself because God abhors what he is doing, saying, and thinking. That applies to all of us.

There is no perfect person on God's earth. That is where the wonderful love of God comes in. Though my mind, my eyes, my hands, my feet and my tongue think, say, and do things that are dis​gusting and repulsive to God, He loves me. And if I want Him to, He will change me to be the kind of person He is. It is in process now. When I receive Christ, I am born again. He and His Spirit come to live in me and give me a love for His Word and power to live a life pleasing to Him. And then as I live for Him, I become more and more like Him. And then when I see Jesus, at death or at the Rapture, I am going to be like Him when I see Him as He is. I shall be like Christ. Christ is God so I'll be god-like! I'll think, act, and speak like God. Everybody in heaven does. What a wonderful place it is.

God must punish sin, so He punished Jesus instead of punishing me. That is the difference between the believer and the unbeliever. The unbeliever has no atonement for his sins, the believer does. The wages of sin is death. Christ died my death for me and for every human being. But if you don't claim that death of Jesus, then your sins are still on your own head and you will have to die for them, which means separation from God in hell forever. You can't go to heaven in your sins.

"Future Possession of Israel" 

God loves the Holy Land, that little strip of land at the eastern side of the Mediterranean Sea. But that is not the land God promised to Abraham. It goes up to the Euphrates River and Israel has never possessed that land. So God has His eyes upon the entire land. Some of these other countries who have it now and claim it for their own will have to give it up because the day is coming when the nation of Israel will "possess its possessions." We read in the Book of Obadiah, in the closing verses. It says, "And the house of Jacob shall possess their possessions," which they never have done. But they will not possess them until they go through the fire of purification of the Tribulation Period.

The Tribulation Period, three and one half years before Jesus comes, three and one half years after the Rapture, will be so horrible. Israel will be brought through the fire, almost destroyed. Only a fraction of the people will be saved and go into the land and form the holy seed of the holy nation which will be the leading nation in the Millennium. 

"Gentiles"

For those of us who are Gentiles, we are saved by faith in Christ. And if we live for the Lord and suffer with Him and His cause now, and stand up for Jesus in an unbelieving, ungodly world; and witness for Him, in proof that we really are saved, then we are going to see our Lord and be like Him. We will be with Him at the Judgment Seat of Christ and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb and come back with Him at the Second Coming and rule with Him for one thousand years on this earth. We will be with Him at the Great White Throne Judgment, but instead of being judged, we will judge angels and then move into the Holy City to live with God and Christ in God's big house forever. He offers that to you if you will trust Christ in your heart and life. 

"David"

God's eyes were upon one man whom He loved dearly, David. The root meaning of the word David is "Beloved, or who is dearly loved." We read in Kings 15:5, "Because David did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, and turned not aside from any thing that he commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite." What a remark​able statement.

David's life was a wonderful, remark​able life. God called him a man after His own heart, which means, "David thinks like I do. Our hearts and minds are one. We think alike. We agree. We are close together."

I call David the "John" of the Old Testament. John, the man whom Jesus loved, is like David because he loved Jesus with a special love. Do you?

"The Sins of a Father"

"David did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD." He is contrasting David with Jeroboam. In verses 1-3 we read, "Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam the son of Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah. Three years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom. And he walked in all the sins of his father." Notice this state​ment about Abijam. "He walked in the sins of his father (Jeroboam.)" How many children do that? Oh, the influ​ence of a father in the home! They say that a baby is born into this world with an empty brain and his first thoughts and influences (good or bad) come from his parents and home environment and life. Here was a boy who saw his father's sins and he followed him in sinning against God.

Now this is not always the case. I know a young man whose father was a drunkard, but he saw it, and abhorred it and became a Christian and lived for God. I have seen that again and again, but in the main, I have seen it so often that I must believe that children raised in a sinful atmosphere will often emu​late their parents in sins. In a survey of young men who beat their wives, they said they thought it was the thing to do because they had seen their father beat their mother.

Now here is Abijam who "Walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before him. "Our children see our sins. The first thing parents are to do when that baby is placed in their arms is to take care of that soul. They will feed the body and educate the mind, but how few people look after the souls and spiritual well-being of their children and live an honorable, godly, holy, righteous life before them as a role model. Abijam saw the sins going on in the home, "and his heart was not per​fect with the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father." His heart was not perfect (full-grown, complete). 

"A Perfect Heart"

A perfect heart before the Lord means nothing between you and God, you have gotten everything right with the Lord in your heart and life. Are you living that life today, my friend? God classifies everybody in one of two classes: those whose hearts are perfect toward Him or those whose hearts are not perfect toward Him.

What do you mean by a perfect heart? Well, let's look at David. Verses 4-5, "Nevertheless for David's sake did the LORD his God give him a lamp in Jerusalem to set up his son after him, and to establish Jerusalem: Because David did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, and turned not aside from anything that he commanded him all the days of his life. "That is a perfect heart. A perfect heart does not turn aside from God's commandments. It obeys God's Word. That means he loved his Bible, read it, and obeyed what God taught him to do. He turned away from what God told him to turn away from.  That is what it means to have a perfect heart in the Old Testament days and today.

Now we are not under the law or ceremonies of the Old Testament. We are not under the Ten Commandments. God doesn't put commandments on us and say, "Keep them and I will save you." He said, "Receive My Son, and My Son and the Holy Spirit will come into your heart and give you a new heart and give you a new birth and a desire to please Me and the power to do it by the power of the Spirit." That is the opposite of keeping commandments. In the Old Testament God guided men by the commandments. Today we have the Word in the New Testament, in the New Covenant. David read the Old Covenant, which was incomplete, and, to the best of his ability, he did what God told him to do all the days of his life. We read the New Testament and receive Christ as our Saviour; we are indwelt by the Spirit of God and will pick up the New Testament and do what Jesus tells us to do. He says, "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments." People sing on Sunday morning, "Oh, how I love Jesus," and then go out and ignore His commandments. "They don't love Me," Jesus says. But David kept God's commandments in the Bible, (what Bible he had.) He didn’t have the complete Book that we have today. How is your heart, friend? Is it perfect toward God? Is anything in your heart opposite to God? Have you received Jesus Christ as your Saviour? Are you seeking to know the Bible? The Bible reveals that which pleases God. Are you seeking to please Him with your life? That isn't what saves you. You are saved by faith. But when you are saved by faith, you will love God and seek to please Him.

Any faith that does not seek to please God and live for Him is no saving faith. You say, "That's a contradiction." Oh, no! Put it in its proper place. I'm saved by believing on Christ. But when I believe that Jesus died for me and bought me with His own blood, I'm His property, then I yield my life to the Lord Jesus Christ and look to Him to live His life in me. When you do that, God is on your side. He will protect you and take care of you all the way to glory and forever. So, my friends, trust the Lord Jesus as your Saviour today, and then seek to please Him.

God bless you.
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