GOD’S DEALINGS WITH NATIONS AND WITH INDIVIDUALS---PART II
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Judges 8

Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Judges, the 8th chapter, and we are studying to​day God's dealings with nations and with individuals, particularly with na​tions just now.

We found out in Judges 6:1 (as we recapitulate) that the children of Israel DID EVIL in the sight of the Lord and the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian for seven years. We learned that SIN is whatever GOD SAYS is wrong. He is the only one capable of judging and telling us what sin IS. So you and I are incapable of judging what sin is. If you make your OWN standard of what sin is, and what sin is not, how to live and how not to live, it is going to be a false judgment, for you are incapable of making it. I am incapable of making it. The only Person capable of telling us “WHAT SIN IS,” is GOD, for He is the only perfect Person, the One Who is absolutely holy and unbiased and perfect. Evil is anything that is wrong IN GOD'S SIGHT. Now notice, when a NATION does evil, then judgment always follows. The children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord and the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years.

Now we have already studied that whenever a nation does evil GOD SENDS JUDGMENT. There are vari​ous kinds of judgments He sends. Famine is a judgment. War is a judg​ment. Depression is a judgment. And on and on we can go. At this present time we know our nation is deep in sin because of the repeated crises and the danger of the greatest war in the history of the world. Instead of us be​ing at peace, the major portion of our national income must go into the prep​aration of weapons of destruction, for destroying people. Our diplomats fly frantically hither and yon trying to work out a peace and ward off the greatest war in history which scientists and military men have told us will mean the end of civilization as we know it today. According to this state​ment, and according to the statements of the Bible as to the nature of God, the present world crisis (which is the greatest in the history of the world, with the threat of hydrogen war hang​ing over our heads, nuclear war) in​dicates that THE WORLD is IN THE GREATEST SIN in history, barring the days of the Flood, and we are heading rapidly for those days, with​out a question!

Then we must learn the lesson that when we are in days of evil, days of distress, days of fear, war and national calamity, IT IS A JUDGMENT GOD IS PASSING UPON US because we are wrong with HIM. There is SIN in our midst. We have done evil in the sight of the Lord!

Now notice what Israel did, verse 6. Israel was greatly impoverished be​cause of the Midianites, and the chil​dren CRIED UNTO THE LORD. They PRAYED! There is only one way out then, in days of national calamity and crisis, and that is PRAYER. I have tried to say that repeatedly in my messages on prayer as I've preached over the country. PRAYER is the only way out! The hope of our nation is NOT in our mighty armies! The hope of our nation is not in our own natural resources! The hope of our nation is not in our manpower and jet planes and hydrogen bombs and brilliant diplomats trying to make this deal and that deal and this alliance and that alliance and stave off war. GOD SAYS OUR ONLY HOPE IS PRAYER. 

Now here is Israel who cried unto the Lord. I'm afraid today that there are very few people in America cry​ing unto the Lord! Will it take WAR to make us cry unto Him? That's what it took, with Israel. She went on down in her sins and God warned her re​peatedly but she wouldn't pay any attention to Him, so finally God just sent enemies to take her captive. Will the bombs fall on America? Will WE be subject to our enemies, Russia or some other major power? That would be a terrible thing. I know one thing: the only thing that will keep us from that is the real, godly, holy men and women OF PRAYER in America, men and women who are crying unto the Lord IN THIS HOUR, FOR REVIVAL AND MERCY UPON OUR NATION.

Now. God answers the cry of His people when it is honest. God answers prayer whenever it is honest. "And it came to pass," we read in verse 7, "that the children of Israel cried unto the Lord because of the Midianites AND THE LORD SENT A PROPHET." God answered their prayers by send​ing to them a prophet! Not by send​ing them a mighty army, not by send​ing them lots of money, brilliant diplo​mats. No, God sent them their answer by sending them a MAN, a God-called MAN, a Spirit-filled MAN, WITH GOD'S WORD. God answered their prayers by sending A PROPHET. "The Lord sent a prophet unto the children of Israel which said unto them, Thus said the Lord God of Israel . . . " "THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL . . ." Who IS a man of God? How can I know WHO IS RIGHT in religion? Here's a religion, there's a religion; who is RIGHT? One man stands up and says, "I represent God." Another man stands up and says, "I represent God." But they say that which is opposite. Who is RIGHT? A lot of people just give up and say, " I have no responsibility as long as religious leaders themselves are in conflict one with another." You DO have a responsibility. You listen to a man of GOD! You say, "How can I know which man is a prophet of God?" The man who says, "THUS SAITH THE LORD!" The man who preaches THE BIBLE is God's man. You'll recognize him. You'll know it's God's Word. Even unsaved people know when they hear God's Word They may not yield to it. They may not obey it. They may not listen to the prophet of God. But I say to you today that in America the greatest need, the greatest HELP, will be found in God's prophets who stand up and say, "THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD!" and preach the Word of God.

PRAYER and GOD'S WORD bring people back to GOD and TRUE RE​LIGION and SALVATION. PRAYER AND GOD'S WORD are the only hope of our nation! Prayer, and the Word of God faithfully preached, is the only hope of America. Our hope lies in PRAYER and FAITHFUL PRO​PHETS who preach His Word. They are the only reason we are not de​stroyed already. I know this, because I go around as an evangelist and I know something of the spiritual temp​erature. I run up against churches and God's preachers. Faithful men of God may not make a lot of noise national​ly, but I tell you, there are men in this city and in other cities who are standing in their pulpits and doing what they can to be FAITHFUL TO GOD. They deserve your prayers and your support. PRAYER and the PRO​PHETS OF THE LORD are our only hope!

Now. This prophet of God was FAITHFUL. He called attention to the fact that the REASON for their troubles was their DISOBEDIENCE un​to the Word of God. Verse 10: "And I said unto you, I am the Lord your God. Fear not for the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But ye have not obeyed My Voice." That is God's complaint. "Ye have NOT OBEYED My Voice. You are guilty of disobedience." You don't hear sermons much today on "Dis​obedience," do you, or on "Obedience." And yet, how IMPORTANT they are! My friends hear me. There are multi​tudes of people hearing God's Word; there is no lack of hearing God's Word. It is being heard on television, over the radio, in pulpits, tents, up and down the streets. The Word of God IS BEING heard today in America like nothing else I have ever known or in the history of the world. God's Word IS BEING HEARD; but it's no good unless it is OBEYED! That goes for us individually; it goes for us nationally. God doesn't give us the Bible just to hear and tickle our fancy; God gives us the Bible TO OBEY IT, TO LIVE IT, TO DO WHAT HE SAYS DO. That's why God gives us the Bible. That's why God gives us His Word. OBEDIENCE---UNTO THE LORD! That is one of our faults to​day. Men KNOW more than they practice. Men know what they ought to do. You take the Lord's Day; peo​ple know that they ought to keep the Day of the Lord righteous and holy and clean and pure, as it ought to be. But people are not DOING it today. They are not keeping the Day of the Lord; they are making it a holiday, a day of pleasure rather than a day of worship. Our pleasure OUGHT to be in the worship of the LORD.

Disobedience! If you want to search your own heart, read the New Testa​ment-Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Get an edition of the New Testament that has the words of Christ either in red or in heavy black lettering, and read through WHAT JESUS SAID TO DO. Check your life with it! I guaran​tee that you'll be on your knees be​fore you read a page, if you are honest.  Disobedience! Then you'll know, friends, why it is no better with us than it is.

This prophet of God called attention to disobedience to God. He put his finger on the "sore spot." The hope of the nation then is not palaver. As one man said, "pleasing palaverers." No, sir. The hope of the nation is to be found in the prophets of God say​ing, "THUS SAITH THE LORD. Here​in is your disobedience, and this is why you are in trouble. Begin to OBEY THE LORD and you'll get out of trouble." A real medical doctor puts his finger on the trouble and gives you the remedy. A real surgeon of the soul does the same thing! DON'T LISTEN to a man who doesn't preach the BIBLE, for he is not a prophet of God. You listen to a man who tells the Truth, who preaches God's Word. When you hear it you will know it is true. Abraham Lincoln said that when he went to church he wanted the preacher to drive him in the corner and make him feel the devil was after him! Well, that's true. The devil IS after you! Believe me, he has scooped up so many people to​day and is having his way with them. Disobedience!

We have learned that when a na​tion does evil God judges it.

We have learned that when God judges a nation PRAYER is the only remedy on the part of the people, then secondly, God raises up a pro​phet to speak His Word, in ANSWER to prayer.

Do you have a church, and are you not happy about your preacher? Gos​sip won't help. Criticism won't help. I'll tell you what will: PRAYER. Prayer will make any man a stronger man of God. The prayers of his peo​ple! I know. I had prayer, in the great​est church I have ever known, for four​teen years. I'll tell you, the people PRAYED! It is PRAYER that is the first thing. And then the Word of God and OBEDIENCE TO God's Word will produce REVIVAL---anywhere---among the people of God. In any church, in any home, in any individual heart, in any community, in our nation, in the WORLD. THESE THREE ELEMENTS WILL CHANGE THINGS: PRAYER, THE PREACHING OF THE WORD BY FAITHFUL MEN OF GOD, AND OBEDIENCE TO WHAT IS PREACH​ED. These three things are vitally necessary for God's blessings. I tell you, you can't get around it. We've got to have it. Disobedience brings punishment; obedience brings blessing. That's very simple.

Now God help us today to check up on our lives and see if these three elements are in our lives. Here is the ESSENCE OF RELIGION. Without any one of these three life cannot be what it ought to be; the community, the church, the home, the individual, the nation, the world, cannot be what it ought to be.

We must BEGIN with the individ​ual. Let me ask you. Is there evil you are doing in the sight of the Lord? "How can I know, preacher?" By the Word of God, by obedience to His Word. Prayer will make our hearts clean to RECEIVE God's Truth. The WORD, which we read in our daily devotions and hear from the pulpit, will show us how we ought to live, what is evil and what is pleasing to God. Then OBEDIENCE to that which is good and the TURNING AWAY from what is evil brings God's bless​ing. Those are the three elements that bring the blessing of God. God help us today to check our lives! God can​not bless a life that isn't prayerful, a life that isn't reading His Word to know it and retain it, and a life that isn't obedient to that which He reveals in His Word.

Friends, will you go over your life today and see where you are in the eyes of God? Have you stopped pray​ing? Do you have a time alone every​day with God, when you call on Him in prayer? Are you in trouble? Are you in distress? God answers prayer. When Israel cried unto the Lord, the Lord did something about it! The Lord sent the answer! He sent the de​liverer in Gideon. He sent a prophet to tell them what was wrong and then to lead them out and back to God.

We are going to study these prin​ciples as we go, but I have come to the close of my time. I hope this has been a blessing to your heart. Will you write me that letter? Let me know you are back​ing us with your prayers that we may continue to preach the Word of the Living God and help people to know the, right way and to walk in it, that it may be well with them for time and eternity!
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